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The  EDITOR 


PREFAC  E. 


PLiny  was  born  at  Comum,  now  called  Conn, 
in  the  duchy  of  Milan,  in  Italy,  in  the 
reign  of  Nerjjjj  about  the  8i-5th  year  of  Rome, 
and  the  62d  of  the  Chriftan  aira.  As  to  the  time 
of  his  death,  antiquity  has  given  us  no  informa¬ 
tion  :  but  it  is  conjectured,  that  he  died  either  a 
little  before,  or  foon  after  that  rood  excellent  em¬ 
peror  Trajan  ;  that  is,  about  the  year  of  Child 
j  16. 

“  Pliny,”  fays  Mr  Melmoth,  “  may  be  con- 
fidered  inthefe  epidles  as  writing  his  own  me¬ 
moirs.  Every  epidle  is  a  kind  ofhidorical  (ketch, 
wherein  we  have  a  view  of  him  in  fome  Itriking 
attitude,  either  of  aCHve  or  contemplative  life. 
And  if  that  were  his  real  defign  in  their  pubiica  • 
tion,  he  could  not,  it  muft  be  confefled,  have  ta¬ 
ken  a  more  agreeable,  nor,  perhaps,  a  more  mo¬ 
del!  method  of  tranfi  itting  himfelf  to  poltcriiy. 
To  enter  therefore  in  o  a  detail  concerning  him, 
would  be  onli  anticipating  the  author  himfelf, 
and  amuling  tne  reader  with  a  copy,  while  the  o- 
liginal  (lands  before  him. 

“  1  he  elegance  of  this  author’s  manner,  add-, 
force  to  the  rood  interfiling,  at  the  fame  time 
that  it  enlivens  the  mod  common  fubjcCls.  But 
the  poli.e  and  fpiiited  turn  cf  thefe  epidles,  is  by- 
no  means  their  principal  recommendation  :  thiy 
receive  a  much  higher  value,  as  they  exhibit  o no 
of  the  mod  amiable  and  animating  characters  in 
all  antiquity.  Pliny’s  whole  life  Items  to  have 
been  employed  in  the  exercife  of  every  generous 
and  fotial  adcClion.  To  forward  model!  merit, 
to  encourage  ingenious  talents,  to  vindicate^  op- 
prelTed innocence,  are fomeof  thegloi  ious  purpofes 
to  which  he  devoted  his  power,  his  fortune,  and 
his  abilities.  But  how  does  he  life  in  our  fdi.ern. 

a  2.  and- 
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and  admiration,  when  we  fte  him  exerc.if.ng,  with 
a  grace  that  difeovers  his  humanity  as  well  as  his 
p.ol  beliefs,  the  nableft  a£ts  both  <f  public  and 
private  munificence,  not  fo  much  from  the  abun¬ 
dance  of  1  is  wealth,  as  the  wifilom  of  his  ceco- 
nomy  !” 

“  pLitry,”  fays  the  Earl  of  Orrery,  “  is  a  mod 
fingclar  inltapce  of  that  primitive  fimplicity,  that 
integrity  of  manners,  and  that  fveetnefs  of  dif- 
pofuion,  which  rn.uft  render  a  man  amiable  to  his 
contemporaries,  ar.d  honoured  and  admired  by  all 
poflerity.  He  pafied  the  earlier  part  of  his  life 
in  fmguinary,  fufpi-.  i  ius,  unfettled  times  ;  and 
he  afterwards  filled  employments  of  the  higheft 
dignity  and  power.  The  latter  fituation  was  no 
lei's  dangeious  than  the  former.  It  was  open  to 
all  the  blalts  of  envy,  rancour,  and  revenge  :  yet, 
by  the  uprightnefs  of  his  heart,  the  excellence  of 
his  genius,  and  the  exr.dlnefs  of  his  prudence, 
joined  ro  that  proper  humility,  which  is  neither, 
bafely  fervi’e,  nor  fecretly  ambitious,  he  rode 
through  the  ftorm  in  great  triumph,  boldly,  pro- 
1'peroully,  and  unhurt.  His  mq#  threatening 
hazards  proceeded  from  his  ftridt  friendfhips,  and 
firm  afi'edtions  to  all  thofe  whom  be  honoured 
with  his  efteem,  or  admitted  to  his  bofom.  'I'lie 
fmcerity  of  his  nature  made  his  adtions  ever  ac¬ 
company  his  promifes.  He  was  true  to  his  pro- 
f.ffions,  and  pertinacious  in  his  good  offices  ; 
never  to  be  alarmed  by  perilous  difficulties,  never 
to  be  wearied  by  labour  or  oppofition. 

“  He  was  one  of  the  belt,  and  one  of  the 
greattft  men  that  any  age  has  produced  ;  fecond 
to  none  in  virtue,  equal  to  moil  in  accomplilh- 
ments  ;  of  high  birth  by  his  anceftors,  but  much 
more  ennobled  by  1. i.nfclf.  In  the  various  fta- 
tions  of  plicate  life,  hedifeharged  every  duty  with 
piety  and  exadtnefs  ;  he  was  an  affedionate,  en¬ 
dearing  huffiand,  an  unalterable  and  a  courageous 
friend ; 
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friend  ;  to  his  fervants,a  tender  and  careful  ma¬ 
tter  ;  to  his  aflociates,  an  eafy,  and  often  a  face¬ 
tious  companion  ;  grave  without  feverity,  witty, 
without  ill- nature,  open  without  imprudence  ;  a 
fplcndid  original,  whom  few  can  copy,  but  whom 
all  ought  to  imitate.  And  if  we  examine  him  in  his 
public  character,  as  a  ftatefman,  and  as  firft  mi- 
nifter  to  Trajan,  he  will  be  acknowledged  one  of- 
thofe  rare  fpirits,  who  feem  allotted  by  heaven 
as  bk-flings  upon  earth.  The  due  courie  and  im¬ 
partial  adminiftration  of  the  law,  the  glory  of  the* 
commonwealth,, the  intereft  and  prolperity  of  the. 
emperor}  were  the  moving  fprings  to  all  his  ac¬ 
tions,  and  the  foie  end  of  his  molt  fccret  defigns.. 
His  views  neither  centered  in  himfelf,  nor  in  his. 
own  family  j  they  were  dilated  univerlally,  and 
took  in  the  whole.  He  was  equally  the  faithful 
iervant  of  the  empire,  of  the  people,  and  of  the 
prince.  He  was  indefatigable  in  bufmels,  and. 
immoveable  in  patriotifm  :  threats  could  not  a- 
larm  him  ;  bribes  could  not  allure  him.  Thus, 
above  fear,  and  above  temptation,  he  became  .a 
fliield  to  his  fellow- citizens,  an  ornament  to  the 
republic,  and  a  fupport  to  the  emperor.  He  was 
an  elegant  fcholar,  an  excellent  philofopher,  and 
a  powerful  orator  5  the  patron  and  example  of 
thole  arts  and  fciences  which  he  cultivated  and. 
admired.  His  abilities  were  only  to  be  exceeded 
by  his  candour  and  integrity ;  fo  that,  among  the 
moft  celebrated  names  of  antiquity,  Icarce  any 
charadler  will  be  found  adequate  to  Pliny.  He 
was  not  abfolutely  void  of  relentment,  which 
perhaps  he  has  carried  too  far  in  the  cafe  of  Mar¬ 
cus  Aquilius  Regulus,  for  whole  misfortune,  in 
the  death  of  an  only  Ion,  he  leems  to  have  lels 
pity,  than  he  difeovers  upon  any  other  occanon. 

“  He  is  not,  however,  without  his  blmilhees,” 
adds  Lord  Orrery.  “  The  critics  determine  his 
ftyle  in  general  to  be  too  concil'e,  and  have  dif- 
covered 
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covered  in  him  great  marks  of  vanity  and  affecta¬ 
tion.  There  is,  I  confefs,  fome  foundation  for 
fuch  cenfures  ;  his  metaphors  indeed  frequently 
want  uniformity,  and  are  Sometimes  inconfiftent. 
But  his  beauties,  both  in  literature  and  morals, 
far  outweigh  all  his  defeCts.” 

Of  the  feveral  works  of  Pliny,  none  have- 
reached  our  times,  except  his  Epiftles,  and  his 
Panegyric  on  the  Emperor  Trajan. 

The  following  translation  of  the  Epiftles  has 
been  chiefly  copied  from  Melmoth,  but  with  ve¬ 
ry  confiderable  alterations  in  many  places.  A 
few  epiftles  are  taken  from  the  Earl  of  Orrery’s 
verfion.  The  notes  are  extracted  moftly  from 
thofe  of  Melmoth. 

The  merit  of  the  work  is  humbly  fubmitted  to 
the  public  ;  and  the  publisher  cannot  but  think, 
he  has  done  an  acceptable  fervice  to  his  country¬ 
men,  in  giving  them  a  neat  and  correCt  edition  of 
this  celebrated  author’s  Epiftles,  at  almoft  half  the 
price  of  either  Melmoth’s  or  Lord  Orrery’s  trans¬ 
lations. 
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PLINY. 


BOOK  I. 


Epiji.  I.  Pliny  to  Septitius. 

YOU  have  often  prefled  me  to  make  a  fe- 
lect  collection  of  fuch  letters  as  I  have 
written  with  any  degree  of  accuracy, 
and  give  them  to  the  public.  I  have  ac¬ 
cordingly  collected  them,  not  indeed  in  their  pro¬ 
per  order  of  time,  for  I  was  not  compiling  a  hi- 
ftory ;  but  juft  as  they  happened  to  come  to  my 
hands.  And  now  what  remains  but  to  wiili  that 
neither  you  may  have  occafion  to  repent  of  your 
advice,  nor  I  of  my  compliance  ?  the  confequence 
Vol.I.  A  of 


The  EPISTLES  Eook  I. 
of  which  will  be,  that  I  may  probably  inquire 
after  the  letters  which  at  prefent  lie  ncglcdtcd, 
and  preferve  thole  I  fhail  hereafter  write.  Fare¬ 
well. 


Epljh  II.  Pi-INY  to  Arrianus. 

Since  I  forefec  your  journey  hither  is  likely  to 
be  retarded,  I  therefore  lend  you.  the  book 
which  I  promifed  in  my  former  letter,  begging 
vou  would,  as  ufual,  revife  and  correct  it.  i  de- 
i:re  this  the  more  carneftly,  as  I  never,  1  think, 
wrote  in  the  fame  ftyle  in  any  of  my  former 
compnhtions  ;  for  i  .have  endeavoured  to  imi¬ 
tate  Demofthcncs  who  was  always  your  favou- 
litc,  and  Calvus  w'ho  is  lately  become  mine. 
When  I  liiy  lb,  I  mean  only  with  refpedt  to  their 
manner  ;  for  to  catch  their  fublime  fpirit,  is  gi¬ 
ven  alone  to  the  infpired  few.  My  fubjeft  indeed 
leemed  naturally  to  lead  me  to  this  (may  I  ven¬ 
ture  to  call  it?)  emulation,  as  it  was,  in  gene¬ 
ral,  of  fuch  a  nature  as  demanded  all  the  thun¬ 
der  of  eloquence,  even  to  a  degree  fufficient  to 
have  awakened  (if  in  truth  it  is  poflible  to  a- 
wake)  that  indolence  in  which  I  have  long  repo- 
fed.  I  have  not  however  neglected  the  fofter 
graces  of  my  favourite  T ully,  where-cver  I  could 
with  propriety  ftep  out  of  my  diredt  road  to  en¬ 
joy  a  more  flowery  path  :  for  it  was  warmth,  not 
aufterity,  at  which  I  aimed.  I  would  not  have 
you  imagine  by  this,  that  I  am  befpeaking  your 
favour  :  on  the  contrary,  to  induce  you  to  exer- 
cife  the  utmoft  leverity  of  your  criticifm,  I  will 
confefs,  that  neither  my  friends  nor  myfelf  are 
averfe  to  the  publication  of  this  piece,  if  you 
fhould  join  with  us  in  giving  the  fame  partial  vote 
in  its  favour.  The  truth  is,  as  I  muft  publifh 
fomething,  I  wifli.  (and  it  is  the  vvifh,  1  confefs, 
pf  indplence)  it  might  be  this  performance  rather 
than 
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thin  any  other,  merely  beeau e  it  is  already  fi¬ 
nished.  At  all  events,  however,  iomething  I  rnuth 
publifh,  ar.d  for  many  reafons  ;  chiefly,  becaufc 
the  tracts  which  I  have  already  fent  into  the 
v.-orld,  though  they  have  long  lince  loft  all  their 
recommendation  from  novelty,  arc  Hill,  I  am 
told,  in  requoft  ;  if,  after  all,'  the  bookfidlers  do 
not  flatter  me.  A::.!  iet  them,  since  by  that  in- 


Epi/i.  III.  Pliky  to  Caninius  Rufus. 

WM.it  paxTes  at  *  Comum,  that  favourite 
icene  of  yours  ar.d  mine  ?  Wo  at  be¬ 
comes  of  the  pleafant  villa,  die  vernal  portico, 
the  ill  ad  y  plane-tree  walk,  the  crjftal  canal  fo  a- 
greeably  winding  along  its  flowery  banks,  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  charming  f  lake  below,  fo  well 
adapted  to  the  purpefes  of  ufe  and  beauty  ?  What 
have  you  to  tell  me  of  the  firm  yet  foft  %  Gcfta- 
tio,  the  funny  bath,  the  public  faloon,  the  pri¬ 
vate  dining-room,  ar.d  all  the  elegant  apartments 
for  repofc  both  at  ||  noon  and  night  ?  Do  thefi: 
enjoy  ray  friend,  and  divide  his  time  with  pleafmg 
viciiiitude  r  Or  do  the  affairs  of  the  world,  at 
ulual,  call  you  frequently  out  from  this  agreeable 

*  The  city  where  Pliny  was  Loin  :  it  Hill  fuhffts, 
and  is  now  called  Como,  fituated  upon  the  lake  Ln- 
rius,  or  Lugo  di  Como,  in  the  duchy  of  Milan. 

+  The  lake  Larius,  upon  the  banks  of  which  this 
villa  was  fituated. 

t  A  piece  of  grouncl  fet  apart  for  the  purpofe  of 
exercife,  cither  on  horfeback,  or  in  their  vehicles  ; 
it  was  generally  contiguous  to  their  gardens,  and  laid 
out  in  the  form  of  a  circus. 

||  It  was  cuftomary  among  the  Romans  to  deep  in 
the  middle  of  the  day',  and  they  had  apartments  for 
that  purpofe  dilhndt  from  their  bedchambers. 

A  1  retreat f 
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retreat  ?  If  the  fcene  of  your  enjoyments  lies 
wholly  there,  you  are  happy  :  if  not,  you  are  un¬ 
der  the  common  error  of  mankind.  But  leave, 
my  friend,  (for  certainly  it  is  high  time),  the 
fordid  purfuits  of  life  to  others,  and  devote  your- 
fclf,  in  this  calm  and  undifturbed  recefs,  entire¬ 
ly  to  pleafures  of  the  ftudious  kind.  Let  thefe 
employ  your  idle  as  well  as  ferious  hours ;  let 
them  he  at  once  your  bulinefs  and  your  amufe- 
ment,  the  fubjedis  of  your  waking  and  even 
fleeping  thoughts  :  produce  fomething  that  fhall 
be  really  and  for  ever  your  own.  All  your  other 
pofll'flions  will  pafs  on  from  one  mailer  to  an¬ 
other  :  this  alone,  when  one-  it  is  yours,  will  for 
ever  be  fo.  As  I  well  know  the  temper  and  ge¬ 
nius  of  him  to  whom  I  am  addrefling  myfelf,  I 
mud  exhort  you  to  think  as  well  of  your  abilities 
as  they  deferve  :  do  juilice  to  thoie  excellent  ta¬ 
lents  you  poffefs,  and  the  world,  believe  me. 
Will  certainly  do  fo  too.  Farewell. 

Epjf.  IV.  Pliny  to  Pompeia  Celerina. 

YOU  might  obferve  from  my  laft  ftiort  letter, 
1  had  no  occafion  of  yours  to  inform  me  of 
the  various  conveniencies  you  enjoy  at  your  feveral 
villas.  The  elegant  accommodations  which  are 
to  be  found  at  *  Narnia,  f  Ocriculum,  J  Car- 
fola,  }|  Perufit,  particularly  the  pretty  bath  at 
Narnia,  I  am  extremely  well  acquainted  with. 
'The  truth  is,  1  have  a  property  in  every  thing 
which  belongs  to  you  j  and  1  know  of  no  other 
difference  between  your  houfo  and  my  own,  than 

*  Now  called  Narni,  a  city  in  Ombria,  in  the 
duchy  of  Spoleio. 

•f  Otricoli  in  the  fame  duchy. 

X  Carfola  in  the  fame  duchy. 

||  Perugia,  in  Tufcany. 


that 
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that  I  more  carefully  attended  in  the  former  than 
the  latter.  You  may,  perhaps,  have  oceafion  to 
make  the  fame  obfcrvaiion  in  your  turn,  when¬ 
ever  you  fhall  give  me  your  company  here ; 
which  I  with  for,  not  only  that  you  may  partake 
of  mine  with  the  fame  cafe  and  freedom  that  I 
do  of  yours,  but  to  awaken  the  induftry  of  my 
domcdics,  who  arc  grown  fomething  carelcfs  in 
their  attendance  upon  me.  A  long  courfe  of 
mild  treatment  is  apt  to  wear  out  the  impreflions 
of  awe  in  fervants ;  whereas  new  faces  quicken 
their  diligence,  as  they  are  generally  more  in¬ 
clined  to  pleafe  their  mailer  by  attention  to  his 
gueft,  than  to  himfelf.  Farewell. 

Epi/i.V.  Pliny  to  Voconius  Romanus. 

T'NID  you  ever  fee  a  more  abje£t  and  mean- 
1  3  fpirited  creature  than  Rcgulus  has  appear¬ 
ed  lince  the  death  of  Domitian,  during  whofe 
reign  his  conduct  was  no  lc-ls  infamous,  though' 
more  concealed  than  under  Nero’s  ?  He  has  late¬ 
ly  exprelfcd  fome  apprehenfions  of  my  refent- 
ment ;  as  indeed  he  has  reaibn  ;  for  l  look  upon 
him  with  the  utmoft  indignation.  He  not  only 
promoted  the  profeemion  againft  Rulticus  Aru- 
lenus,  but  exultqd  in  his  death  ;  inlbmuch  that 
he  actually  recited  and  publiihed  a  libel  upon  his 
memory,  wheiein  he  ftyles  him,  the  Stoics  ape  ; 
adding,  that  “  he  was  lligmatcd  by  the  wound 
“  he  received  in  the  caufe  of  Vitellius  fuch  is 
the  llrain  of  his  noble  eloquence  !  He  fell  lb  fu- 
rioufly  upon  the  character  of  Herennius  Scnecio, 
who  was  capitally  convicted  upon  the  informa¬ 
tion  of  Metius  Carus,  that  the  latter  faid  to  him 
one  day.  Pray  vahat  buftnefs  have  you  with  my  dead 
men  ?  Did  lever  inter  fee  in  the  affair  of  Groffs, 
or  Camerinus  ?  Thtfe,  you  know,  were  victims 
to  Regulus  in-Nero’s  time.  For  thefe  reafons  lie 
A  3  imagines1 
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imagines  I  am  highly  exafperated,  and  therefore 
when  he  recited  his  Iaft  piece,  did  not  give  me 
an  invitation.  Betides,  he  has  not  forgot,  it 
feems,  the  dangerous  fnare  he  once  laid  for 
me,  when  he  and  I  were  pleading  before  the 
*  centumviri.  Rufticus  had  deftred  me  to  be 
counlel  for  Arionilla,  i'imon’s  w'ife  :  Regulus 
was  engaged  againft  her.  In  the  courfe  of  my 
defence  I  ftro.ugly  infilled  upon  a  decree  which 
had  been  formerly  made  by  the  worthy  Modc- 
ftus,  at  that  time  banilhed  by  Domitian.  Now 
you  Ihall  fee  Regulus  in  his  true  colours : 
“  Pray,”  fays  he,  “  what  are  your  lentiments 
“  of  Modeftus  r”  You  will  eafily  judge  how  ex¬ 
tremely  hazardous  it  would  have  been  to  hate 
anlwered  in  his  favour,  and  how  infamous  if  I 
had  done  othervvife.  But  fome  guardian  power, 
I  am  perfuaded,  affifted  me  in  this  emergency. 
“  I  would  tell  you  my  fentiments,”  faid  I,  “  if 
“  that  were  a  matter  for  the  confideiation  of  the 
“  centumviri.”  Still  he  repeated  his  queflion.  I 
replied,  “  It  was  not  cuftomary  to  examine  wit- 
“  nefils  to  the  character  of  a  man  after  ientence 
“  had  palled  upon  him.”  He  prefled  me  a  third 
time  :  “Ido  not  inquire,”  laid  he,  “  what  you 
“  think  of  Modeftus  in  general,  1  only  alk  your 
“  opinion  of  his  loyalty.”  “  ^Ce  you  will  have 

*  A  feleft  body  of  men  who  formed  a  court  of  ju¬ 
dicature,  called  the  centumviral  court.  Their  jurif- 
diflion  extended  chiefly,  if  not  entirely,  to  queflions 
concerning  wills  and  inteftates  eltates  ;  for  though 
Tully,  in  his  firll  book  de  Oratore,  enumerates  other 
points  which  came  in  queflion  before  them,  yet  Piti— 
feus  is  of  opinion  (and  with  great  probability),  that 
in  latter  times  their  buiinefs  was  fingly  confined  to 
the  cafes  firft  mentioned.  Their  number,  as  appears 
by  our  author,  amounted  to  180, 
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“  my  lentimcnts  then,”  I  returned,  “  I  think  it 
“  illegal  even  to  afk  a  queftion  concerning  a  per- 
“  fon  who  ftands  convidied.”  This  lilenced  him  ; 
and  I  was  univerfally  applauded  and  congratula- 
ted,  that  without  wounding  my  character  by  an 
advantageous,  perhaps,  though  ungenerous  an- 
fwer,  I  had  not  entangled  myfelf  in  Co  infidious 
a  fnare.  Regulus,  conlcious  of  this  unworthy 
treatment,  has  folicited  Ctecilius  Celer,  and  Fa- 
bius  Juftus,  to  ufe  their  intereft  to  bring  about  a 
reconciliation  betwec'n  us.  And  left  this  {hould 
not  be  (ufticient,  he  has  applied  alio  to  Spurinna 
for  the  fame  purpoie  ;  to  whom  he  came  in  the 
humbled  manner,  (for  he  is  the  raoft  abjeift  crea¬ 
ture  living,  where  he  has  any  thing  to  fear),  and 
intreated  him  to  call  upon  me  very  early  the  next 
morning,  and  endeavour  by  any  means  to  foften 
my  rcft-ntmcnt  j  “  for,”  fays  he,  “  I  can  no 
“  longer  fupport  myfelf  under  this  anxiety  of 
“  mind.”  Accordingly  I  was  awakened  the  fol¬ 
lowing  day  with  a  mcilage  from  Spurinna,  in¬ 
forming  me  that  he  would  wait  upon  me.  I  lent 
word  back,  I  would  call  upon  him  ;  however, 
both  of  us  letting  out  to  pay  this  vilif,  we  met 
under  Livia’s  portico.  Me  acquainted  me  with 
the  commiliion  he  had  received  from  Re..ulus, 
and  interceded  for  him,  as  became  lb  worthy  a 
man  in  behalf  of  one  of  a  very  different  charac¬ 
ter,  without  greatly  prefling  the  thing.  I  ought 
not,  L  told  hint,  to  conceal  the  true  ftate  of  the 
cafe  from  him,  and  after  I  had  informed  him  of 
that,  I  would  leave  it  to  himlelf  to  confider  what 
•uifvver  was  proper  for  me  to  teturn.  “  I  cannot 
“  pofuively,”  faid  I,  “  determine  any  thing  till 
“  Mauricus  *  (who  was  then  in  exile)  ftiall 
“  return,  by  whofe  fentiments  I  think  myfelf 

*  Brother  to  Rufticus  Arulenus,  who  had  been  put 
tp  death  upon  the  information  of  this  Regulus. 

‘c  obliged 
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*c  obliged  to  be  entirely  guided  in  this  affair.”  A 
few  days  afier  Regulus  met  me  as  I  was  attend¬ 
ing  upon  the  praetor,  and  calling  me  afide,  Lid, 
he  was  afraid  I  deeply  relented  an  expreliion  he 
had  once  made  ufe  of  in  his  reply  to  me  and  Sa- 
trius  Rufus,  before  the  centumviri,  to  this  pur- 
pofe  :  Rufus  and  that  ether ,  who  affclis  to  rival 
Unify,  and  to  defpife  the  eloquence  of  our  age.  I  an- 
fwered,  that  now  indeed  1  perceived  he  fpokc  it 
with  a  fnecr,  fince  he  owned  he  meant  it  fo  ;  o- 
therwife  it  might  have  palled  for  a  complimen". 
I  was  free  to  own,  I  faid,  that  I  endeavoured  to 
imitate  Cicero,  and  was  by  no  means' contented 
with  taking  my  example  from  modern  eloquence  : 
for  I  looked  upon  it  as  a  very  abfurd  thing  not 
to  copy  the  beft  models  of  every  kind.  But 
“  how  happens  it,”  continued  I,  “  that  you 
“  who  remember  fo  well  what  parted  upon  this 
“  occafion,  fhould  have  forgot  that  other,  whan 
“  you  pufhed  me  lo  ftrongly  concerning  the  loy- 
“  alty  of  Modeftus  r”  Confounded  with  this 
unexpected  queflion,  pale  as  he  always  is,  he 
turned  ftill  more  remarkably  fo.  After  a  good 
deal  of  hefitation,  he  faid,  it  was  not  me  at  whom 
he  aimed  ;  it  was  only  Modeftus.  Obferve  now, 
I  beleech  you,  the  implacable  fpirit  of  this  fellow, 
who  was  not  afhamed  thus  to  confefs  himlelf  ca¬ 
pable  of  infulting  the  unfortunate.  But  the  rca- 
lon  he  gave  in  juftification  of  this  infamous  pro¬ 
ceeding,  is  pleafant.  “  He  had  wrote,”  faid  he, 
“  in  a  letter  which  was  read  to  Domitian,  that  I 
“  was  the  moft  execrable  of  ah  Scoundrels  and 
what  Modeftus  faid,  was  the  truth  beyond  all 
manner  of  controverfy.  Here,  1  think,  i  broke 
off  the  converfation,  being  defirous  to  referve  to 
myfelf  the  liberty  of  acting  as  l  (hould  fee  pro¬ 
per  when  Mauricus  returns.  It  is  no  cafy  mat¬ 
ter,  I  well  know,  to  deftroy  Regulus  ;  he  is 
rich,  and  at  the  head  cf  a  party  ;  there  are  many 
tv  ith- 
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•with  whom  he  has  credit,  and  more  that  are  a- 
fraid  of  him  :  a  paflion  that  will  fometimes  pre¬ 
vail  even  beyond  friendfhip  itfelf.  But  after  all, 
ties  of  this  fort  are  not  lb  ftrong,  but  they  may 
be  loofened  ;  and  the  popularity  of  a  bad  man  is 
more  to  be  depended  upon  than  he  is  himfelf. 
However,  (to  repeat  it  again),  I  {hall  do  nothing 
in  this  affair  till  Mauricus  returns.  He  is  a  man 
of  found  judgment  and  great  fagacity,  formed 
upon  a  long  courfe  of  experience,  and  who,  from 
his  obfervations  on  the  paft,  well  knows  how  to 
judge  of  the  future.  I  (hall  confult  with  him, 
and  think  myfelf  juftified  either  in  purfuing  or 
dropping  this  affair,  as  he  (hall  advile.  In  the 
mean  while,  I  thought  I  owed  this  account  to 
the  friendfhip  that  fubfifts  between  us,  which 
gives  you  an  undoubted  right  to  be  informed, 
not  only  of  all  my  actions,  but  all  my  defigns. 
Farewell. 

Epift.  VI.  Pliny  to  Cornelius  Tacitus. 

✓'"'Ertainly  you  will  laugh  (and  reafonr  you 
\^j  have)  when  I  tell  you  that  the  man  you 
know  fo  well  has  taken  three  fine  boars.  Pliny  ! 
fay  you:  Yes,  Pliny.  However,  I  indulged  at 
the  fame  time  my  beloved  ina&ivity,  and  whilft 
I  fat  at  my  nets,  you  would  have  found  me, 
not  with  my  boarfpear  or  javelin,  but  my 
pencil  and  pocket-book  by  my  fide.  I  mufed 
and  wrote,  being  refolved  if  I  returned  with 
my  hands  empty,  at  leaft  to  come  home  with 
my  papers  full.  Believe  me,  this  manner  of 
ftudying  is  not  to  be  defpifed  :  you  cannot  con¬ 
ceive  how  greatly  exercife  contributes  to  en¬ 
liven  the  imagination.  There  is,  befides,  fome- 
thing  in  the  folemnity  of  the  venerable  woods 
with  which  one  is  furrounded,  together  with  that 
awful  filence  which  is  obferved  on  thefe  occa- 
ficns> 
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fions,  that  ftrongly  inclines  the  mind  to  medita¬ 
tion.  For  the  future  therefore  let  me  advife  you, 
whenever  you  hunt,  to  take  along  with  you  your 
pen  and  paper,  as  well  as  your  baiket  and  bottle  : 
for  be  allured  you  will  find  Minerva  as  fond  of 
traverfing  the  hills  as  Diana.  Farewell. 

Epijh  VII.  Pliny  to  Octavius  Rufus. 

SEE  to  what  an  eminence  you  have  advanced 
me,  by  invefling  me  with  the  fame  power 
and  dominion  which  Homer  attributes  to  his 
mighty  Jove. 

Great  Jove  amfents  U  h.rft'c  chief's  requji. 

But  keav'n's  eternal  else/.:  denies  the  rcjl. 

It  is  thus  with  a  nod  or  a  frown,  I  may  grant  or 
reject  your  petition  as  I  fee  proper.  To  be  fe- 
rious  :  as  I  am  at  liberty,  I  think,  to  excule 
myfelf  to  the  *  Baltic i,  efpecially  at  your  requefl, 
from  being  counfcl  for  them  againft  a  fingle  per- 
fon  ;  fo  on  the  other  hand,  to  oppofe  a  whole 
province  which  1  have  long  fince  attached  to  me 
by  many  good  offices,  and  fpared  no  pains  to 
oblige  even  at  the  hazard  of  my  own  in  ter  eft, 
would  be  acting  inconfiftently  with  my  honour, 
and  that  uniformity  of  conduit  which  I  know 
you  admire.  I  {hall  fleer  therefore  in  this  affair 
a  middle  courfe,  and  of  the  alternative  which 
you  propofe  to  me,  chule  that  which  will  fatif- 
fy  y'our  judgment,  as  well  as  your  inclination. 
For  I  do  not  look  upon  myfelf  obliged  to  confider 
fo  much  what  you  at  prefent  defire,  as  what  a 
ir.r.n  of  your  worthy  character  will  always  ap- 

The  people  of  B^tica,  a  part  of  Spain  compre¬ 
hending  Andr.lufia  and  Granada. 

prove. 
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prove.  I  hope  to  be  at  Rome  about  the  15th  of 
Odlober,  when  we  will  join  our  united  credit 
with  Gallas  in  convincing  him  of  the  reafonablc- 
nefs  of  my  offer.  In  the  mean  while  you  may  af- 
fure  him  of  my  good  difpofttion  towards  him  : 

Then  with  his  fable  bratv  he  gave  the  nod , 

That  fcals  his  word,  the  fanSlion  of  a  god  * 

For  why  fhould  I  not  continue  to  quote  Homer’s 
verfes,  fince  you  will  not  put  it  in  my  power  to 
quote  any  of  yours?  which  yet  I  fo  pnflionately 
v.'ifli  for,  that  I  queftion  whether  I  could  with- 
ftand  fuch  a  bribe,  even  to  plead  againft  my  old 

clients  the  good  people  of  Bnstica. - I  had 

almoft  forgot  to  mention  (what  however  is  of  too 
much  importance  to  be  omitted),  that  I  have  re¬ 
ceived  the  excellent  dates  you  lent  me.  They 
ai*e  likely  to  prove  very  powerful  rivals  to  my  fa¬ 
vourite  figs  and  morells.  Farewell. 

Epi/l.  VIII.  Pliny  to  Pomfeius  Saturni- 
nus. 

TH  E  letter  which  I  received  from  you, 
wherein  you  importuned  me  to  communi¬ 
cate  to  you  fomc  of  my  writings,  came  very  fea- 
fonably.  I  was  at  that  very  time  defigning  to  fend 
you  one.  Your  requeft  therefore  has  accelerated 
the  courfe  of  a  very  willing  racer,  and  freed  me 
from  every  thing  that  1  had  to  apprehend  either 
from  your  refufaT  of  this  trouble,  or  my  fcruples 
to  give  it  you.  Without  hefitation  I  then  make 
ufe  of  your  offer;  as  you  muft  now  take  the 
confequence  of  it  without  reluctance.  But  you 
mull  not  expedt  from  fo  indolent  a  man  any  new 
compofition.  On  the  contrary,  I  am  going  to 
in  treat  you  to  revile  again  the  ipeech  I  made  to 
'  Iliad.  1 .  ver.  5  28. 

my 
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my  countrymen,  when  I  dedicated  the  public  li¬ 
brary  which  I  founded  for  their  ufe.  You  have 
already,  I  remember,  obliged  me  with  fome  ge¬ 
neral  obfervations  upon  this  piece :  but  I  now 
beg  of  you,  not  only  to  take  a  view  of  it  in  the 
whole,  but  diftin£lly  to  criticiie  it,  with  your 
ufual  exactueli,  in  all  its  parts.  When  you  have 
correfted  if,  I  fhall  ftill  be  at  liberty  either  to 
publifn  or  fupprefs  it.  The  delay  in  the  mean 
time  will  be  attended  with  one  of  thefe  advan¬ 
tages,  that  while  wc  are  deliberating  whether  it 
is  fit  for  the  public  view,  a  frequent  revifal  will 
either  make  it  fo.  or  convince  me  that  it  is  not. 
Though  indeed  the  principal  difficulty  with  me 
concerning  the  publication  of  this  harangue,  does 
not  arife  lb  much  from  the  compofnion  itfelf,  as 
from  the  fubjccSt,  which  has  fomething  in  it,  I 
fear,  that  will  look  like  oftentation.  For  though 
the  ftyle  be  ever  lb  plain  and  unornamented,  yet 
as  the  occafion  neceflarily  led  me  to  touch  not 
only  upon  the  munificence  of  my  anccftors,  but 
my  own  }  my  modefty  will  be  greatly  embarraff- 
ed.  A  dangerous  and  llippery  fituation  this, 
even  when  one  is  led  into  it  by  the  plea  of  ne- 
ceffity  !  For  if  mankind  are  not  very  favourable 
to  panegyric,  even  when  given  us  by  others, 
how  much  more  difficult  is  it  to  reconcile  them 
to  it  when  it  is  a  tribute  which  we  pay  to  our- 
felves  ?  Virtue,  though  ftripped  of  all  external 
advantages,  is  generally  the  objebt  of  envy,  but 
particularly  fo,  when  glory  is  her  attendant ;  and 
the  world  is  never  fo  little  difpofed  to  wreft  and 
pervert  your  honeft  ablions,  as  when  they  pafs 
unobferved  and  unapplauded.  For  thefe  reafons 
I  frequently  alk  myftlf,  whether  I  fhould  have 
compofed  this  harangue,  fuch  as  it  is,  merely 
for  my  own  private  ufe,  or  with  a  view  alfo  to 
the  public  ?  1  am  fenfible,  what  may  be  exceed¬ 
ingly  ufeful  and  proper  in  the  profecution  of  any 
affair. 
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affair,  may  lofe  all  its  grace  and  fitnefs  the  mo¬ 
ment  the  thing  is  completed :  for  inftance,  in 
the  cafe  before  us,  nothing  could  be  more  to  my 
purpofe  than  to  explain  at  large  the  motives  of 
my  intended  bounty;  for  by  this  means  I  ac- 
cuftomed  my  mind  to  generous  fentiments  ;  grew 
more  enamoured  of  the  lovely  forms  by  frequent 
attention  to  them,  and  guarded  at  the  fame  time 
asainft  that  repentance  which  ufually  attends  a 
halty  execution  of  liberalities  not  well  confldered. 
There  arofe  alfo  a  further  advantage  from  this 
method,  as  it  fixed  in  me  a  certain  habitual  con¬ 
tempt  of  money.  For  while  mankind  feem  to 
be  univerfally  governed  by  an  innate  difpofition 
to  accumulate  wealth,'  the  cultivation  of  a  more 
generous  affe&ion  in  my  own  bread:  taught  me 
to  free  myfelf  from  the  flavery  of  fo  predominant 
a  principle,  and  I  thought  my  honeft  intentions 
would  be  the  more  meritorious,  as  they  fhould 
appear  to  proceed,  not  from  a  fudden  ftart  of 
temper,  but  from  the  dictates  of  cool  and  deli¬ 
berate  reflection.  I  confidered,  befides,  the  na¬ 
ture  of  my  defign  ;  1  was  not  engaging  myfelf  to 
eftabiilh  public  games,  but  a  fund  tor  the  fup- 
port  of  ingenuous  youths.  The  pleafures  of  the 
lenfes  are  fo  far  from  wanting  the  oratorical  arts 
to  recommend  them,  that  we  (land  in  need  of 
all  the  powers  of  eloquence,  to  moderate  and 
reftiain  their  influence.  Eut  to  prevail  with  thofe 
who  are  capable  of  the  office,  to  undertake  with 
cheerfulnefs  the  difagreeable  bufinefs  of  educa¬ 
tion,  it  is  neceflary  to  apply,  in  the  moft  artful 
manner,  not  only  to  their  intereft,  but  their  paf- 
fions.  And  if  phyficians  find  it  expedient  to  ufe 
the  moft  infinuating  addrefs  in  recommending  to 
their  patients  a  wholefome,  though  perhaps  un- 
pl.alant  regimen  ;  how  much  more  occafion  had 
he  to  exert  all  the  powers  of  perfuafion,  who,  out 
of  regard  to  the  public  welfare,  was  endeavour- 
Vol.I.  B  ing 
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ing  to  reconcile  it  to  a  moft  ufeful,  though  not 
very  popular  benefaction  :  particularly,  as  my 
aim  was  to  recommend  an  eftablifhment  calcu¬ 
lated  fingly  for  the  benefit  of  thofe  who  were  pa¬ 
rents,  to  luch  as  were  not  fo  ;  and  to  perfuade 
many,  that  they  would  patiently  wait  for,  and 
endeavour  to  deferve  an  honour,  of  which,  at 
prelent,  a  few  only  could  partake.  But  as  at 
that  time,  when  I  attempted  to  explain  and  en¬ 
force  the  defign  and  benefit  of  my  inftitution,  [ 
confidered  more  the  general  good  of  my  country¬ 
men,  than  any  reputation  which  might  arife  to 
myfelf;  fo  I  am  appvehenfive  if  I  publifh  that 
piece,  it  will  feem  as  if  1  had  a  view  rather  to 
my  own  character,  than  the  benefit  of  others. 
I  am  very  fcnfible  how  much  nobler  it  is  to  place 
the  reward  of  virtue  in  the  filent  approbation  of 
one’s  own  breaft,  than  in  the  applaufe  of  the 
wotld.  Glory  ought  to  be  the  conlequence,  not 
the  motive  of  our  actions  j  and  though  fame 
fhc.uU  fometimes  happen  not  to  attend  the  wor¬ 
thy  deed,  yet  is  it  by  no  means  .the  lei's  amiable 
for  having  miflkd  the  applaufe  it  deferved.  But 
the  world  is  apt  to  fufped  that  thofe  who  cele¬ 
brate  their  own  generous  ads,  da  not  extol 
them  becaul'e  they  performed  them,  but  perform¬ 
ed  them  that  they  might  have  the  pleafure  of  ex¬ 
tolling  them.  Thus  the  fplendour  of  an  adion 
which  would  have  fhone  out  in  full  lultre  if  re¬ 
lated  by  another,  vanishes  and  dies  away  when  it 
becomes  the  fubjed  of  your  own  applaue.  Such 
is  the  difpofition  of  mankind,  if  they  cannot  blaft 
the  adion,  they  will  cenfure  the  vanity  ;  and 
whether  you  do  what  does  not  deferve  to  be  ta¬ 
ken  notice  of,  or  take  notice  yourlelf  of  what 
does,  either  way  you  incur  reproach.  In  my 
own  cafe  there  is  a  peculiar  circumftance  that 
weighs  with  me:  this  fpeech  was  pronounced,  not 
before 
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before  the  people,  but  the  *  decurir;  notin  the 
forum,  but  the  fenate ;  I  doubt  therefore  it  will 
appear  inconfiftent  that  I,  who,  when  I  delivered 
it,  feemed  to  endeavour  to  avoid  popular  applaufe, 
fhould  now,  by  publifhing  this  performance,  ap¬ 
pear  to  court  the  approbation  of  the  world  :  that 
1,  who  was  fo  fcrupulous  as  not  to  admit  even 
thofe  perlons  to  be  prcfent  when  I  pronounced 
this  difcourfe,  who  were  intercfted  in  my  benc- 
faftion,  left  it  might  be  fulpeftcd  I  was  aftua- 
led  in  this  affair  by  any  ambitious  views,  fhould 
now  fee  in  to  illicit  admiration,  by  forwardly  dil- 
playing  it  to  fuch  as  have  no  other  concern  in  ray 
munificence  than  the  benefit  of  example.  Thefe 
are  the  i'eruples  which  have  occafioned  my  delay¬ 
ing  to  give  this  piece  to  the  public ;  but  1  fubmit 
them  entirely  to  your  judgment,  which  1  fhall 
ever  efteem  as  a  fufficient  reafon  for  my  conduft. 
Farewell. 

Epift .  IX.  Pliny  to-  Minutius  Fckdakus. 

IT  is  ftrange,  that  the  manner  of  palling  our 
time  at  Rome,  every  fingle  day  we  flay  there, 
either  is,  or  at  leaft  feems  to  be  reafonable 
enough  ;  and  yet,  upon  calling  up  the  whole 
fum,  the  amount  will  appear  quite  the  contrary. 
For  example,  Afk  any  one  how  he  has  been  em¬ 
ployed  to-day  ?  he  will  tell  you  perhaps,  “  I 
“  have  been  at  the  ceremony  of  taking  up  the 
“  manly  f  robe  ;  thi3  friend  invited  me  to  a  weJ- 

*  The  decurli  were  a  fort  of  fenators  in  the  muni¬ 
cipal  or  corporate  cities  of  Italy. 

t  The  Roman  youths  at  the  age  of  feventern 
changed  their  habit,  and  took  up  the  tega  Kiirilis, 
or  manly  gown,  upon  which  occafion  they  were  con¬ 
ducted  by  the  friends  of  the  family  with  great  cere¬ 
mony  either  ii  to  ti  e  forum  or  capital,  and  there  in- 
veiled  with  this  new  robe. 
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“  ding  ;  thflWefired  me  to  attend  the  hearing  of 
u  his  caufe ;  one  begged  me  to  be  witncfs  to  his 
u  wi'lj.  another  called  me  to  a  confutation.” 
Thefe  are  offices  which  feem,  while  one  is  en¬ 
caged  in  them,  extremely  necefl’ary  ;  and  yet, 
wHbrt-,  in  the  quiet  of  fome  retirement,  we  look 
back  upon  the  many  hours  thus  employed,  we 
cannot  but  condemn  them  as  folemn  impertinen¬ 
ces.  At  fuch  a  feaion  one  is  apt  to  reflect.  How 
much  of  my  life  has  been  fpent  in  ttifes  !  at  lcafl  it 
is  a  reflection  which  frequently  comes  acrofs  me 
at  Laurentum,  after  I  have  been  employing  my- 
fclf  in  pny  fludies,  or  even  in  the  neceilary  care 
of  the  animal  machine;  (for  the  body  mud  be 
repaired  and  fupported,  if  we  would  preferve  the 
mind  in  all  its  vigour.)  In  that  peaceful  retreat, 
I  neither  hear  nor  fpeak  any  thing  of  which 
I  have  occafion  to  repent.  I  fuller  none  to  re¬ 
peat  to  me  the  whifpers  cf  malice  ;  nor  do  I 
cenfure  any  man,  unlefs  myfelf,  when  I  am  dif- 
fatisfied  with  my  compcfitions.  There  I  live  un- 
dillurbed  by  rumour,  and  free  from  the  anxious 
folicitudes  of  hope  or  fear,  converfmg  only  with 
myfelf  and  my  books.  True  and  genuine  life  ! 
pleaftng  and  honourable  repole  !  More,  perhaps, 
to  be  deftred  than  the  nobleft  employments  ! 
Thou  folemn  lea  and  lolitary  Ihore,  bell  and 
moft  retired  feene  for  center. plation,  with  how 
many  noble  thoughts  have  you  infpired  me  i 
Snatch  then,  my  friend,  as  I  have,  the  firft  occa¬ 
fion  of  leaving  the  noify  town  with  all  its  very 
empty  ptirfuits,  and  devote  your  days  to  ftudy, 
or  even  relign  them  to  e?fe  for,  as  my  ingenious 
friend  Attilius  pleafantly  laid,  “  It  is  better  to 
“  do  nothing,  than  to  be  doing  of  nothing.” 
Farewell. 

Epijl. 
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EpiJI.  X.  Pliny  to  Atrius  Clemens. 

IF  ever  polite  learning  flourifhed  in  our  city,  it 
is  certainly  now  in  its  brighteft  luftre.  There 
are  numerous  and  eminent  inftances  of  it.  I 
v.-ill  content  myfelf  with  naming  only  one,  Eu¬ 
phrates  the  philofopher.  I  firft  became  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  this  excellent  perfon  in  my  youth,  when 
I  ferved  in  the  army  in  Syria.  I  had  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  converfrng  with  him  familiarly,  and 
took  forne  pains  to  gain  his  affe£tion  :  though 
that  indeed  was  nothing  difficult,  for  he  is  ex¬ 
ceeding  open  to  accefs,  and  full  of  that  humani¬ 
ty  which  he  profelTes.  I  fhould  think  myfelf 
extremely  happy  if  I  had  as  much  anfwered  the 
expectations  he  at  that  time  conceived  of  me,  as 
he  exceeds  every  thing  I  had  imagined  of  him. 
But  perhaps  I  admire  his  excellencies  more  now,, 
than  1  did  then,  becaule  I  underftand  them  bet¬ 
ter,  if  I  can  with  truth  fay  I  underftand  then* 
yet.  For  as  none  but  thofc  who  are  {killed  in 
painting,  ftatuary,  or  the  plaftic  art,  can  form 
a  right  judgment  of  any  performance  in  thefe 
Sciences  ;  fo  a  man  muft  himfelf  have  made  great 
advances  in  learning,  before  he  is  capable  of 
forming  a  juft  notion  of  the  learned.  However, 
as  far  as  I  am  qualified  to  determine,  Euphrates 
is  poflefled  of  fo  many  Ihining  talents,  that  he 
cannot  fail  to  ftrike  the  moft  injudicious  obferver. 
He  realbns  with  much  force,  penetration,  and  ele¬ 
gance,  and  frequently  lanches  out  into  all  the 
fubiime  and  luxuriant  eloquence  of  Plato.  His 
fly le  is  rich  and  flowing,  and  at  the  fame  time  fo 
wonderfully  fwcet,  that  with  a  pleafing  violence 
he  forces  the  attention  of  the  moft  unwilling 
hearer.  His  outward  appearance  is  agreeable  to 
all  the  reft  :  he  has  a  good  Ihape,  a  comely  a- 
ipetft,  long  hair,  and  a  large  white  beard  :  cir- 
B  3  cumftances 
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cumitances  whi:h,  though  they  may  probably 
be  thought  trifling  am!  accidental,  contribute 
however  to  gain  him  much  reverence.  There  is 
an  aftefled  negligence  in  his  habit  ;  his  counte¬ 
nance  is  grave,  but  not  auilere ;  and  his  ap¬ 
proach  commands  refpedl  without  creating  awe. 
Diftinguiihed  as  he  is  by  the  lancliiy  of  his  man¬ 
ners,  he  is  no  lei's  fo  by  his  polite  and  a  (table  ad- 
drefs.  He  points  his  eloquence  againft  the  vices, 
not  the  peri'ons  of  mankind,  and  without  chafti- 
fing  reclaims  the  wanderer.  His  exhortations  fo 
captivate  your  attention,  that  you  hang  as  it 
were  upon  his  lips  ;  and  even  after  the  heart  is 
convinced,  the  ear  ftiil  wifhes  to  lillen  to  the 
harmonious  reafoncr.  His  family  con  lifts  of  three 
children,  (two  of  which  are  Ions),  whom  he  edu¬ 
cates  with  the  utmt.il  care.  His  father-in  law 
Pompcius  Julianus,  as  he  greatly  diftinguiihed 
himfelf  in  every  other  part  of  his  life,  fo  particu¬ 
larly  in  this,  that  though  he  was  him  (eh  of  the 
higeil  rank  in  his  province,  yet,  among  many 
confiderable  competitors  for  his  daughter,  he  pre¬ 
ferred  Euphrates,  as  fi.il  in  merit,  though  not 
in  dignity.  But  to  dwell  any  longer  upon  the 
virtues  of  a  man  whofe  ccnverfation  I  am  i'o  un¬ 
fortunate  as  not  to  have  leifure  to  enjoy,  what 
would  it  avail  but  to  increalb  my  uneafinefs  that 
I  cannot  enjey  it  ?  My  time  is  wholly  taken  up 
in  the  execution  oi  a  very  honourable  indeed, 
lut  very  troubleibme  employment;  in  hearing 
of  caufes,  anfwc  ring  petitions,  palling  accounts, 
•ar.d  writing  of  letteisy  but  letters,  alas!  where 
genius  has  no  iharc.  I  fome.imes  complain  to 
Euphrates  (for  I  have  leifure  at  leail  for  that)  of 
thei'e  unpleafing  occupations.  lie  endeavor  rs 
to  comfort  me,  by  affirming,  that  to  be  enga¬ 
ged  in  the  ieivice  of  the  public,  1 1  hear  and  de¬ 
termine  cauibs,  to  ex  pi.  in  the  Lws,  and  admi- 
nilier  juftice,  is  o.  part,  and  th  e  noek-il  part  too. 
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of  philofophy,  as  it  is  reJucing  to  practice  what 
her  prof'eiTors  teach  in  fpeculation.  It  may  be 
fo  :  but  that  it  is  as  agreeable  as  to  fpend  whole 

day’  in  attending  to  his  uleful  converfation, - 

even  his  rhetoric  will  ne\er  be  able  to  convince 
me.  I  cannot  therefore  butllrongly  recommend  it 
to  you,  who  have  leiiure,  the  next  time  you  come 
to  Rome,  (and  you  will  come,  1  dare  fay,  fo 
much  the  looner),  to  take  the  benefit  of  his  ele¬ 
gant  and  refined  indruclions.  I  am  not,  you 
fee,  in  the  number  of  thole  who  envy  others  the 
happintfs  they  cannot  fitare  thcmfelves:  on  the 
contrary,  it  is  a  very  fenfible  pleafure  to  me, 
when  1  find  my  friends  in  pofleffion  of  an  enjoy¬ 
ment  from  which  l  have  the  misfortune  to  be 
exciuJed.  Farewell. 


Eplji.  XI.  Pliny  to  Fabius  Justus. 

IT  is  a  long  time  fince  I  received  a  letter  from 
you.  You  will  allege,  perhaps,  you  have 
nothing  to  write :  but  kt  me  have  the  fatisfac- 
tion  at  lead  of  feeing  it  under  your  hand,  or  tell 
me  in  the  good  old  ftyle.  If  you  are  zucil,  I  am  Jo. 
I  ihall  be  contented  even  with  that ;  as  indeed 
that  tingle  eircumftance  from  a  friend  includes 
every  thing.  You  may  poflibly  think  1  jell  :  but 
believe  me  I  am  extremely  in  earned.  In  fhort, 
all  I  defire  is,  to  know  how  it  is  with  you  ;  for  I 
can  no  longer  remain  in  this  ignorance  without 
the  utmoft  anxiety.  Farewell. 

Epf.  XII.  Pliny  to  Calestrius  Tyro. 

I  Have  differed  a  mod  .  fHieting  Ic.fi,  if  the 
misfortune  of  being  deprived  of  fo  cxce'lleiit 
a  man  may  be  expr.ffcd  by  that  word.  Corellius 
Rufus  is  dead  !  and  dead  too  by  his  own  act  !  a 
galling  aggravate  a  to  my  alfiitilicn,  as  that  foit 
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of  death  which  we  cannot  impute  either  to  the 
courfe  of  nature,  or  the  hand  of  Providence,  is 
of  all  others  the  moft  to  b  ■  lamented.  It  affords 
fame  coniblation  in  the  lofs  of  thole  friends  whom 
difeafe  fnatchos  ftom  us,  that  they  I..I1  by  the  ge¬ 
neral  fate  of  mankind  :  but  tiiofe  who  deft roy 
them  (elves  leave  us  under  the  inconfoLible  reflec¬ 
tion  that  they  had  it  in  their  power  to  have  lived 
longer.  It  is  true,  Corellius  haJ  many  induce¬ 
ments  to  be  fond  of  life  ;  a  blamelels  conference, 
high  reputation,  and  great  dignity,  together  with 
all  the  '•ender  endearments  of  a  wife,  a  daughter, 
a  grandfon,  and  lifters,  and  amidlt  thefe  confi- 
derable  pledges  of  happineft,  many  and  faithful 
friends.  Still  it  muft  be  owned  he  had  the  high- 
eft  reafon  (which  to  a  wire  man  will  always  have 
the  force  of  the  ftrongell  obligation)  to  determine 
him  in  this  tefolution.  He  had  long  laboured  under 
fj  tedious  and  painful  a  diftemper,  that  even  thefe 
bleflings,  great  and  valuable  as  they  are,  could  not 
balance  the  evils  he  fuffered.  In  his  thirty-third 
year,  (as  I  have  frequently  heard  him  fay),  he 
was  leized  with  the  gout  in  his  feet.  This  he  re¬ 
ceived  from  his  father;  for  dill-ales,  as  well  as  pol- 
feftions,  are  fometimes  tranfmitted  by  a  kind  of 
inheritance.  A  life  of  abftincnce  and  virtue  had 
fometbing  broke  the  force  of  this  diftemper  while 
he  had  ttrength  and  youth  to  ftruggle  with  it ;  as 
a  manly  courage  fupported  him  under  the  increa- 
fing  weight  of  it  in  his  old  age.  I  remember  in 
the  reign  of  Domitian,  I  made  him  a  vifit  at  his 
villa  near  Rome,  where  I  found  him  under  the 
moft  incredible  and  undefen  ed  tortures  ;  for  the 
gout  was  not  only  in  his  feet,  but  had  fpread 
itfelf  over  his  whole  body.  As  fbon  as  I  entered 
his  chamber,  his  fervants  withdrew:  for  it  was 
his  conftant  rule,  never  to  fuffer  them  to  re  pre- 
fent  when  any  very  intimate  friend  was  with 
him  :  he  even  carried  it  fo  far  as  to  diftnifs  his 
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wife  upon  fucli  occafions,  though  worthy  of  the 
highefi  confidence.  Looking  round  about  him, 
“  Do  you  know,”  fays  he,  “  why  I  endure  life 
“  under  thefe  cru.J  agonies  ?  It  is  with  the  hope 
“  that  I  may  outlive,  at  leaft  for  one  day,  that 
“  villain.  And  O  !  ye  gods,  had  you  given 
“  me  ftrength,  as  you  have  given  me  refolution, 
“  I  would  infallibly  have  that  pleafure  !”  Hea¬ 
ven  heard  his  prayer,  and  having  furvived  that 
tyrant,  and  lived  to  fee  liberty  reftored,  he  broke 
through  thofe  great,  but  however  now  lefs  for¬ 
cible  attachments  to  the  woild,  ftnee  he  couJJ 
leave  it  in  pofieflion  of  fecuiity  and  freedom. 
His  diftemper  increafed ;  and  as  it  now  grew 
too  violent  to  admit  of  any  relief  from  tempe¬ 
rance,  he  refolutely  determined  to  put  an  end  to 
its  uninterrupted  attacks  by  an  effort  of  heroifm. 
He  had  refufed  all  fuflenance  for  four  days,  when 
his  wife  Hifpulla  lent  to  me  our  common  friend 
Geminius,  with  the  melancholy  news  that  he  was 
refolved  to  die  ;  and  that  fhe  and  her  daughter  ha¬ 
ving  in  vain  joined  in  their  mofl  tender  perfuafions 
to  divert  him  from  his  purpofe,  the  only  hope  they 
had  now  left  was  my  endeavours  to  reconcile  him 
to  life.  I  ran  to  his  houfe  with  the  utmoft  precipi¬ 
tation.  As  I  approached  it,  I  met  a  f'econd  mef- 
fenger  from  Hifpulla,  who  informed  me  there 
was  nothing  to  be  hoped  for,  even  from  me,  as 
he  now  feemed  more  inflexible  than  ever  in  his 
refolution.  What  confirmed  their  fears  was  an 
expreflion  he  made  ufe  of  to  his  phyfician,  who 
preffed  him  to  take  fomc  neurifhment :  “  It  is  re- 
“  folved,”  he  faid  :  an  expreflion,  which  as  it  rai- 
fed  my  admiration  of  his  greatnefs  of  foul,  fo  it 
does  my  grief  tor  the  lofs  of  him.  I  am  every 
moment  iefle cling  what  a  valuable  friend,  what 
an  excellent  man  I  am  deprived  of.  That  he 
was  arrived  t  <  his  fix.  -  -in  cath  year,  which  is 
an  age  even  the  ftrongeit  Lldom  exceed,  I  v/cll 
know  : 
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know  v  that  he  is  delivered  from  a  life  of  conti¬ 
nual  pain  ;  that  he  left  his  family,  and  (what  he 
loved  even  more)  his  country  in  a  flourifhing 
itate  ;  all  this  I  know.  Still  1  cannot  forbear  to 
weep  for  him  as  if  he  had  been  in  the  prime  and 
vigour  of  his  days:  and  I  weep  (fhall  I  own 
my  weaknefs  r)  upon  a  private  account.  For  I 
have  loft,  oh  !  my  friend,  I  have  loft  the  wit- 
net's,  the  guide,  and  the  director  of  my  life  ! 
And  to  confefs  to  you  what  l  did  to  Calviftus  in 
the  firft  tranfport  of  my  grief,  1  fadly  fear,  now 
that  1  am  no  longer  under  his  eye,  1  fhall  not 
keep  fo  ftrict  a  guard  over  my  condudt.  Speak 
comfort  to  me  therefore,  I  intreat  you  ;  not  by 
telling  me  that  he  was  chi,  that  he  was  infirm  ; 
all  this  I  know ;  but  by  fupplying  me  with  fomc 
arguments  that  are  uncommon,  and  rcfiftlds, 
that  neither  the  com.-.-erce  of  the  world,  nor  the 
precepts  of  the  philofophers  can  teach  me.  For 
all  that  1  have  heard,  and  all  that  I  have  read  oc¬ 
cur  to  me  of  their delves  ;  but  all  thefe  are  by  far 
too  weak  to  fupport  me  under  fo  heavy  an  afflic¬ 
tion.  Farewell. 

Epfi.  XIII.  Pliny  to  Socius  Senecio. 

THis  year  has  produced  a  moft  plentiful  har- 
veit  of  poets.  Scarce  a  day  has  pafled, 
during  the  whole  month  of  April,  wherein  we 
have  not  been  entertained  with  the  recital  of  forre 
poem.  It  is  a  pleafure  to  me  to  find,  r.otwith- 
llanding  there  feetns  to  be  fo  little  difpofition  in 
the  public  to  attend  aftcmblies  of  this  kind,  that 
the  fcienccs  Hill  flourilh,  and  men  of  genius  are 
not  dif.ouragcd  from  producing  their  performan¬ 
ces.  It  is  vifible,  the  greater  pait  of  the  audience 
which  is  collected  upon  thefe  cccafions,  come 
with  reluctance;  they  loiter  round  the  place  of 
afl’enihtv,  join  in  little  parties  of  convcrlation. 
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and  fend  every  now  and  then  to  inquire  whether 
the  author  is  come  in,  whether  he  has  read  the 
preface,  or  whether  he  has  almoft  fmilhed  the 
piece.  Then,  with  an  air  of  the  greateft  indiffe¬ 
rence,  they  juft  look,  in  and  withdraw  again  ; 
fome  by  ftealth,  and  others  with  lels  ceremony. 
It  was  not  thus  in  the  time  of  our  anceftors.  It 
is  reported,  that  Claudius  Csefar  one  day  hearing 
a  noife  near  his  palace,  inquired  the  occafion  of 
it,  and  being  informed  that  Nonianus  was  reci¬ 
ting  a  compofition  of  his,  went  immediately  to 
the" place,  and  agreeably  furprifed  the  author  with 
his  prefence.  But  now,  were  one  to  belpeak 
the  company  even  of  the  moft  idle  man  living,  and 
remind  him  of  the  appointment  ever  fo  often,  or 
ever  ft  long  beforehand,  either  he  would  avoid 
it  under  pretence  of  forgetfulncfs,  or  if  not, 
would  look  upon  it  as  fo  much  time  loft;  and  for 
no  other  reafon,  perhaps,  but  becaui'c  he  had 
not  loft  it.  So  much  the  rather  do  thole  authors 
deferve  our  encouragement  and  applaufe,  who 
have  refolution  to  petievere  in  their  ftudivs,  and 
exhibiie  their  performances,  notwithftanding 
this  indolence,  or  .pride  of  their  audience,  p'or 
my  own  pair,  I  fcarce  ever  refufe  to  be  prelent 
upon  luch  occafions.  Though  to  fay  truth,  the 
authors  have  generally  been  my  friends ;  as  in¬ 
deed  there  are  few  men  of  genius  who  are  not. 
It  is  this  lias  kept  me  in  town  longer  than  I  in¬ 
tended.  1  am  now  however  at  liberty  to  with¬ 
draw  to  my  retirement,  and  write  fomething  my- 
feif ;  but  without  ar.y  intentions  of  reciting  in 
my  turn.  I  would  not  have  it  thought  that  [ 
rather  lent  than  gave  my  attendance;  for  in 
tbcle,  as  in  all  other  good  offices,  the  obligation 
ccafes  the  moment  you  loem  tr  expret  a  return. 
Pare  well. 


Eyui. 
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Epijl.  XIV.  Pliny  to  Junius  Maup.icus. 

YOU  afk  me  to  look  out  for  a  hufband,  to 
whom  you  may  give  your  niece  :  a  talk, 
in  which  you  very  rightly  prefer  me  before  all 
others.  For  you  well  know  how  I  loved  and 
honoured  that  excellent  man  her  father.  You 
well  know  by  whac  encouragements  he  cherifh- 
ed  my  youth,  and  what  praifes  he  beftowed  up¬ 
on  me  at  that  time,  to  make  me  afterwards  ca¬ 
pable  of  deierving  them.  No  command  of 
yours  to  me  could  carry  greater  weight  and  plea- 
lure  with  it :  nor  can  1  be  engaged  in  a  more 
honourable  undertaking,  than  in  chufing  out 
fome  young  man,  from  whom  may  defcend 
grandfons  and  fuccefiors  to  Aiulenus  Rufttcus. 
Such  a  man  might  be  long  fought  after,  if 
Minicius  Acilianus  did  not  prefent  himfelf  to  my 
mind,  born  as  it  were  for  that  purpofe  :  he  is 
fome  few  years  younger  than  I  am,  fo  that  we 
live  with  the  ealy  familiarity  and  affe&ion  of 
young  people,  and  yet  he  reveres  me  as  an  ex¬ 
perienced  old  man.  He  fubmits  to  be  mod  . lied 
and  inftrudHed  by  me,  in  the  fame  manner  as  I 
have  been  by  you,  and  your  brother  :  his  country 
is  Brixia,  in  our  part  of  Italy,  which  ftill  retains 
and  keeps  up  the  modeft,  frugal,  and  plain  man¬ 
ners  of  the  ancients.  His  father  is  Minicius  Ma- 
crinus,  the  head  of  the  cqueftrian  order,  having 
always  declined  a  higher  ftation  :  for  Vefpafian 
offered  to  chufe  him  one  of  the  prsetors  ;  but  he 
was  conftant  and  firm  in  preferring  virtuous  re¬ 
tirement  to  fuch  purfuits  as  ours,  which  I  am  in 
doubt  whether  to  call  ambition  or  dignity.  His 
grandmother  on  his  mother’s  tide  is  Serrana 
Procula,  a  native  of  Padua.  You  know  the 
manners  of  the  place,  but  Serrana  is  an  example 
of  the  ftridtell  virtue  even  to  the  Paduans.  His 
uncle 
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uncle  is  P.  Acilius,  a  man  of  Angular  authority, 
prudence,  and  integrity.  In  fliort,  throughout 
the  whole  family  you  will  find  nothing  but  what 
will  pleafe  you  as  much  as  in  your  own.  As 
for  Acilianus  himfelf,  he  is  a  man  of  a  ftrong 
conflitution,  indefatigable  at  bufinefs,  and  yet 
of  an  invincible  modefiy.  He  has  palled  through 
the  feveral  offices  of  quaeftor,  tribune,  and  pras- 
tor,  with  great  honour,  and  fo  has  faved  you 
the  trouble  of  foliciting  thofe  employments  for 
him.  His  countenance  is  free  and  open,  his 
complexion  ruddy  and  healthful,  his  whole  per- 
fon  beautiful  and  genteel,  and  his  carriage  grace¬ 
ful  and  fenatorhn.  Thcfe  arc  accornplifhmer.ts 
by  no  means  (according  to  my  way  of  think¬ 
ing)  to  be  overlooked;  but  they  are  fuch  as 
ought  to  be  mentioned,  as  a  reward  due  to  a 
young  lady’s  unbleroifhed  chaftity.  I  do  not 
know  whether  I  fitould  add,  that  his  father  is 
very  rich.  When  I  eoniider  to  whom  I  am  point¬ 
ing  him  out  as  a  fon-in-iaw,  1  think  riches 
ought  not  to  be  mentioned  ;  but  when  I  reflctS: 
upon  the  prevailing  cuftoms  of  the  times,  and 
particularly  upon  the  laws  of  our  city,  by  which 
men  are  valued  according  to  the  value  of  their 
eftates,  certainly,  in  that  view,  rich  ’s  are  not 
to  be  omitted.  Bcfides,  when  vve  look  forward 
to  a  numerous  poftcrity,  and  the  many  confe- 
qucnces  of  marriage,  a  good  fortune  is  a  very 
neceffary  ingredient.  Perhaps  you  wiil.jmagine 
I  have  been  indulging  my  partial  fi.ndnefs  for 
Acilianus,  and  have  itrained  the  character  be¬ 
yond  the  truth  :  but,  I  give  you  my  worJ,  yon 
will  find  hereafter,  that  cvciy  thing  I  have  find, 
will  admit  of  greater  latitude,  than  1  have  taken. 

I  love  the  young  man  entirely,  and  he  defiervew 
my  affedlion.  But  ftill  2  religious  part  of  that 
love  is  not  to  overload  my  friends  with  praifes. 
Farewell. 

Vol.  I.  C  Epifci 
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Epi/1.  XV.  Pliny  to  Septitius  Clarus. 

WHat:  is  the  reafon,  my  friend,  that  when 
you  promifed  to  fup  with  me,  you  have 
not  performed  your  engagement  ?  But  take  no¬ 
tice,  juftice  is  to  be  had,  and  you  fhall  fully 
■reimburfe  me  the  expenfe  I  was  at  to  treat  you  ; 
which  was  no  inconftderable  fum.  I  had  pre¬ 
pared,  you  mult  know,  a  lettuce  apiece,  three 
fnails,  two  eggs,  and  a  barley-cake,  with  fome 
-Tweet  wine  and  (now  :  the  fnow  moft  certainly  I 
fha!l  charge  to  your  account,  as  a  rarity  that  will 
not  keep.  Befides  all  thife  curious  difhcs,  there 
were  olives  of  Andalufla,  gourds,  (hallots,  and 
a  hundred  other  dainties  equally  fumptuous.  You 
fhould  likewife  have  been  entertained  either  with 
an  interlude,  the  rehearfal  of  a -poem,  or  a  piece 
of  mufic,  as  you  liked  belt;  or  (fuch  was  my 
liberality)  with  all  three.  But  the  luxurious 

delicacies  and  Spanilh  dancers  of  a  certain - I 

know  not  who,  were,  it  leems  more  to  your 
tafte.  However,  I.  fhall  have  my  revenge  of  you, 
depend  upon  it ;  —  in  what  manner,  fhall  at 
’.prefent  be  a  feerc-t.  In  good  truth,  it  was  not 
.  kind,  thus  to  mortify  your  friend,  I  had  almoft 
laid  yourfelf ; — and  upon  fecond  thoughts  I  do 
lay  fo  :  for  how  agreeably  fhould  we  have  Ipent 
the  evening,  in  laughing,  trifling,  and  deep 
Speculation  !  You  may  fup,  I  confeTs,  at  many 
places  more  fplendidly  ;  but  you  can  be  treated 
no  where,  believe  me,  with  more  unconftrained 
chcerfulnefs,  fimplicity,  and  freedom  :  only  make 
.  the  experiment ;  and  if  you  do  not  ever  after¬ 
wards  prefer  my  table  to  any  other,  never  favour 
me  with  yaur  company  again.  Farewell. 

Eplji. 
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EpiJ.  XVI.  Pliny  to  Erucius. 

I  Entertained  a  regard  for  my  friend  Pompeius 
Saturninus,  and  extolled  his  genius,  even  long 
long  before  1  knew  how  luxuriant,  manageable, 
and  extenftve  it  was :  but  he  has  now  taken  full- 
and  unrelervcd  p.oflefiion  of  my  whole  heart.  1  have 
heard  him  in  the  unpremeditated,  as  well  as  ftu- 
died  Ipcech,  plead- with  no  lefs  warmth  and  ener¬ 
gy,  than  grace  and  eloquence.-  Me  abounds 
with  juft  rtfitdHons  ;  his  periods  are  graceful  and 
majeltic his- words  harmonious,  and  ftamped 
with  the  authority  of  genuine  antiquity.  Thrio 
united  qualities  infinitely  delight  you,  not  only 
when  you  are  carried  along,  if  1  may  fo  fay 
with  the  refiftlefs  flow  of  His  charming  and  cm* 
phatical  elocution  ;  but  when  confldered  diftindt 
and  apart  from  that  advantage.  I  am  perfu.vJed 
you  will  be  of  this  opinion  when  you  perufe  Ill's 
orations,  and  will  not  hefitace  to  place  him  in 
the  fame  rank  with  the  ancients,  whom  he  i'j 
ltappily  imitates.  But  you  will  view  him  with 
ftill  higher  plcafure  in  the  character  of  an  fcifto- 
rian,  where  his  ftyle  is  at  once  concifc  and  clear, 
f'mooth  and  fublime  ;  and  the  fame  energy  of  cx- 
preffion,  though  with  more  clofenefs,  runs 
through  his  harangues,  which  fo  eminently  d if— 
tinguifhes  and  adorns  his  pleadings^  But  thefs 
arc  not  all  his  excellencies;  he  has  compofed 
feveral  poetical  pieces  in  the  manner  of  my  fa¬ 
vourite  Calvus  and  Catullus.-  What-  flrokes  of 
wit,  what  fwcetnefs  of  numbers,  what  pointed 
fatire,  and  what  touches  of  the  tender  paflicn 
appear  in  his  verfes  !  in  the  midft  of  which  he 
fometimes  defignedly  falls  into  an  agreeable  neg¬ 
ligence  in  his  metre,  in  imitation  too  of  thole 
admired  poets.  He  read  to  me,  the  other  day, 
fome  letters  v.  hich  he  allured  me  were  written  ty 
C  2  his 
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his  wife :  1  fancied  I  was  hearing  Plautus  or 
Terence  in  profe.  If  they  are  that  lady’s,  (as- 
lie  pofitivelv  affirms),  or  his  own,  which  he  ab- 
iolutely  denies,  cither  way  he  deferves  equal  ap- 
plauie  ;  whether  far  writing  fo  politely  himfelf, 
or  for  having  fo  highly  improved  and  refined  the 
genius  of  his  wife,  whom  he  married  young  and 
uninflruifled.  His  works  are  never  out  of  my 
hands;  and  whether  I  fit  down  to  write  any 
thing  myfclf,  or  to  revife  what  I  have  already 
written,  or  am  in  a  difpoficion  to  amufe  myfelf,. 
I  ccnftantly  take  up  this  agreeable  author  ;  and 
as  often  as  I  do  fo,  he  is  ftill  new.  Let  me  ftrong- 
ly  recommend  him  to  the  fit  me  degreee  of  inti¬ 
macy  with  you ;  nor  be  it  any  prejudice  to  his 
merit  that  he  is  a  contemporary  writer.  Had  he 
flourifhpd  in  fome  diftant  age,  not  only  his 
works,  but  the  very  pi&ures  and  ftatues  or  hint 
would  have  been  paffionately  inquired  after  ;  and 
ihall  we  then,  from  a  fort  of  fatiety,  and  mere¬ 
ly  becaufe  he  is  prefent  among  us,  fuffer  his  ta¬ 
lents  to  languifh  and  fade  away  unhonoured  and 
unadmired  ?  It  is  furely  a  very  perverfe  and  en¬ 
vious  difpofition,  to  look  with  indifference  upon 
a  man  worthy  of  the  higheft  approbation,  for  no 
other  reaibn  but  becaufe  we  have  it  in  our  power 
to  i':e  him,  and  to  converfc  with  him,  and  not 
-only  to  give  him  our  applaule,  but  to  receive 
him  into  our  friendfhip.  Farewell. 

Epiji.  XVII.  Pliny  to  Cornelius  Titia- 

NUS. 

Virtue  and  a£ls  of  friendfhip  are  not  yet  ex- 
timft  in  the  world  ;  and  there  are  ftill  thole 
who  fhew  themfelves  friends  even  to  the  dead1. 
Titianus  Capito  has  obtained  the  emperor’s  per- 
m iff. on  to  ere£t  a  ftatue  in  the  forum  to  the  late 
L,  Syilanus.  It  is  a.  noble  and  truly  laudable 
exertion 
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exertion  of princely  favour,  to  employ  it  to  pur- 
pofes  fuch  as  thefc,  and  to  try  the  extent  of  one’s'' 
intareft  for  the  glory  of  others.  It  is  indeed  ha¬ 
bitual  to  Capito  to  diftinguilh  merit.  He  has 
placed  in  his  houie  (where  he  is  at  liberty  to  do- 
l'o)  the  ftatucs  of  the  Bruti,  the  Caffii,  and  the 
Catos,  and  it  is  incredible  what  a  religious  ve¬ 
neration  he  pays  them.  But  his  generoftty  does 
not  terminate  here  :  there  is  fcarce  a  name  of 
any  note  or  luftre  that  he  has  not  celebrated  and 
rendered  more  confpicuous,  by  his  excellent 
verfes.  One  may  be  very  fure  a  man  nwil  be 
poficifed  of  great  virtue  himfelf,  who  thus  ad¬ 
mires  it  in  others.  As  Syllanus  certainly  de- 
ferves  the  honour  that  is  done  him,  fo  Capito’ 
has  by  this  means  fecured  to  himfelf  "that  im¬ 
mortality  which  he  has  conferred  on  his  friend 
for  in  my  opinion  he  who  eredts  a  ftatue  in  the 
Roman  forum,  receives  as  much  glory,  as  the. 
perfon  to  whom  it  is  erected.  Farewell. 

Epjl.  XVIII.  Pliny  to  Suetonius  Tran- 

QUILItUS. 

YOU  write  me  that  you  have  been  extremely 
terrified  with  a  dream,  as  apprehending 
that  it  threatens  ibme  ill  fuccefs  to  you  in  your 
law-fuit ;  and  therefore  define  that  I  would  get  it 
put  off  for  a  few  days,  or  at  lenft  to  the  next.  This 
is  a  favour,  you  are  ffnfible,  not  very  eafily  ob¬ 
tained,  but  1  vvillufe  all  my  intereft  for  that  pur-- 
pofe ; 

- For  dreams  defeend from  Jove*. 

In  the  mean  while  it  is  very  material  +  for  you' 
to  rccolledl  whether  your  dreams  generally  re¬ 
prefen  t 

Tope,  Iliad  i.  63. 

f  Dreams  were  ‘  confidered  from  the  earlieft  anti-- 
C  3  quity 
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prefcnt  things  as  they  afterwards  fall  out,  or  quite 
the  reverfe.  But  if  I  may  judge  of  yours  by.  one 
that  happened  to  myfelf,  you  have  nothing  to 
fear;  for  it  portends  you  will  acquit  yourfelt'with 
great  fuccefs.  I  had  promifed  to  be  counfel  for 
Julius  Paftor ;  when  I  fancied  in  my  deep  that 
my  mother-  in-law  came  to  me,  and  throwing  her- 
ielf  at  my  feet,  earneftly  intreated  me.  not  to  be 
concerned  in  the  caufe.  I  was  at  that  time  a  very 
young  man  ;  the  cafe  was  to  be  argued  in  the 
four  centumviral  courts ;  my  adverl'aries  were 
tome  of  the  moft  confide  ruble  men  in  Rome,  and 
particular  favourites  of  Cariar ;  any  of  which  cir- 
cumftanccs  were  fuflicient,  after  fuch  an  inaufpi- 
cious  dream,  to  have  difeouraged  me.  Notwith- 
Handing  this,  I  engaged  in  the  caufe,  reflecting  ^ 
within  myfelf, 

quity  as  facred  admonitions  and  hints  of  futurity. 
Many  of  the  Heathen  oracles  were  delivered  in  this 
manner,  and  even  among  the  Jews  we  find  fcveral 
intimations,  conveyed  to  their  prophets  in  the  fame 
way.  The  Romans  in  general  were  great  obfervers 
of  dreams,  and  Auguftus  Csefar  is  faid  to  have  efca- 
ped  a  . very  imminent  danger  at  the  battle  of  Philippi, 
by  quitting  his  tent  in  compliance  with  a  dream  of 
Antonius  his  pliyfician.  This  is  mentioned  to  obvi¬ 
ate  any  prejudice  again  ft  Pliny,  which  may  arife  in 
the  mind  of  a  reader  unacquainted  with  the  prevail¬ 
ing  fentimems  of  die  ancients  upon  this  point,  who 
might  otherwife  be  furprifed  to  find  our  author  talk 
ferioufly  upon  a  fubjeft  of  this  nature'.  The’ truth  is, 
an  eminent  critic  has  obferved  with  great  good  fenfe, 
there  feems-  to  be  as  much  temerity  in  never  giving 
credit  to  dreams,  as  there  is  fuperftition  in  always  do¬ 
ing  fo.  “  It  appears  to  me,”  fays  he,  “  that  the  true 
“  medium  between  thefe  two  extremes,  is  to  treat 
“  them  as  we  would  a  known  liar;  we  are  furehe 
“  moft  ufually  relates  falfehoods  ;  however,  nothing 
“  hinders  but  he  may  fome times  fpeak  truth.” 

Without 
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Without  a  ftgtiy  his  j word  the  brave  man  draws. 
And  ajks  no  omen ,  but  his  country’s  caufe  *  : 

for  I  lookediUpon,  the  promile  I  had  given,  to 
be  as  facred  to  me  as  my  country,  or,  if  that  were 
pofiible,  more  fo.  The  event  happened  as  I  wi Hi¬ 
ed  ;  and  it  was  that  very  caufe  which  firft  pro¬ 
cured  me  the  favourable  attention  of  the  public, 
and  threw  open  to  me  the  gates  of  Fame.  Con- 
fuler  then  whether  your  dream,  like  that  which 
I  have  related,  may  not  portend  fuccels.  Or  after 
all,  perhaps,  you  will  think  it  more  fafe  to  pur-- 
fee  this  cautious  maxim  :  “  Never  do  a  thing  of, 
“  which  you  are  in  doubt:"  if  fo,  write  me  word. 
In  the  interval  Twill  confiderof  feme  expedient, 
and  endeavour  your  caufe  lhall  be  heard  any.  day 
you  like  beft.  In  this  refpeft  you  are  in  a  better 
ficuation  than  I  was:  the  court  of  the  centumviri, 
where  I  was- to  plead,  admits  of  no  adjournment  >.■ 
whereas  in  that  where  your  caufe  is  to  be  heard,, 
though  it  is  not  ealy  to  procure  one.  Hill,  ho w.ever 
it  is  pofiible.  Farewell. 

Epiji.  XIX.  Pmny  to  Romanos  FiRMtrs.. 

YO  U  are  my  countryman,  my  fchoolfellow, 
and  my  companion  from  my  earlieft  youth.: 
there  was  the  ftri&eft  friendlhip  between  my  mo¬ 
ther  and  uncle,  and  your  father  j  a  happinels. 
which  I  alio  enjoyed  as  far  as  the  great  inequality 
of  our  ages  would  admit:  can  I  fail  then  (bialfed 
as  I  am.  towards  your  intereft  by  fo  many  llrong 
and  weighty,  reafons)  to  contribute,  all  in  my. 
power  to  the  advancement  of  your  dignity?  The 
rank  you  bear  in  our  province  as  a  decurio,  is  a 
proof  that  you  are  pofiefled.  at  leall  .ofan  hundred 
thoufand  fefteices  ;  but  that,  we  may  alfo  have  the 
pleafure  of  feeing,  you  a  Roman  knight,  give  me 
*  Iliad  xii.  243.  Pope. 


leave 


yz  The  EPISTLES  Book!, 

leave  to  prefent  you  with  three  hundred  thoufind, 
in  order  to  make  up  the  fum  rcquificc  to  entitle 
you  to  that  dignity.  The  long  acquaintance  wc 
have  had,  leaves  me  no  room  to  doubt  you  will 
ever  be  forgetful  of  this  inftance  of  my  friendfhip. 
And  I  need  not  advilb  you  (what,  if  1  did  not  know 
y  .ur  difpofition,  I  fhould)  to  enjoy  this  honour 
with  the  modefty  that  becomes  one  who  received- 
it  from  me  :  for  the  dignity  we  poflefs  by  the  good 
offices  of  a  friend,  is  a  kind  of  facred  truft,  wherein.- 
we  have  bis  judgment,  as  well  as  our  own  charac¬ 
ter,  to  maintain,  and  therefore  to  be  guarded  with; 
peculiar  attention. 

Epiji.  XX.  Pliny  to  Cornelius  Tacitus. 

I  Have  frequent  difputes  with  a  friend  of  mine, 
aperfon  of  knowledge  and  erudition,  who  ad¬ 
mires  nothing  fo  much  in  the  eloquence  of  the 
bar  as  concilenels.  I  agree  with  him,  where  the- 
caufe  will  admit  of  this  manner,  it  may  be  pro¬ 
perly  enou  gh  purfued  ;  but  infill,  that  to  emit 
what  is  material  to  be  mentioned,  or  only  (lightly 
to  touch  upon  thc.fe  points  which  fhould  be  ftrong- 
ly  inculcated,  and  urged  home  to  the  minds  of. 
the  audience,  is  in  effect  to  defert  the  cattre  one 
has  undertaken.  In  many  cafes  a  copious  man¬ 
ner  of  exprefiion  gives  flrength  and  weight  to 
our  ideas,  which  frequently  make  imprelfions 
upon  the  mind,  as  iron  does  upon  folid.  bodies, 
rather  by  repeated  flrokes  than  a  fingle  blow. 
In  anfwer  to  this  he  ufually  has  recotirfe  to  autho¬ 
rities  ;  and  produces  Lyfias  ttnvingft  the  Grecians, 
and  Cato  and  the  two  Gracchi  among  our  own 
countrymen,  as  inftances  in  favour  of  the  concife 
ftyle.  Tn  return,  1  name  Demofthenes,  iEfcni- 
nes,  Hefperidcs,  and  many  others  in  eppofuiotv 
to  Lyfias  ;  while  I  confront-  Cato  and  the  Grac¬ 
chi,  with  Casfar,  Pollio,  Cceiius,  and  above  all 
Cicero,  whofe  longed  oration  is  generally  eftcem- 
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cd  the  beft.  It  is  in  good  compofitions,  as  in 
every  thing  elfe  that  is  valuable;  the  more  there 
is  of  them,  the  better.  You  may  obferve  in 
flatues,  ba/To-relievos,  pictures,  and  the  bodies 
of  men,  and  even  in  animals  and  trees,  that  no¬ 
thing  is  more  graceful  than  magnitude,  if  accom¬ 
panied  with  proportion.  The  fame  holds  true 
in  pleading :  and  even  in  books,  a  large  volume 
carries  fomething  of  beauty  and  authority  in  its 
very  fize.  My  antagonift,  who  is  extremely  dex¬ 
terous  at  evading  an  argument,  eludes  all  this, 
and  much  more  which  I  ufually  urge  to  the  fame 
purpofe,  by  infilling  that  thofe  very  perfons, 
upon  whofe  works  I  found  my  opinion,  made 
confiderable  additions  to  their  orations  when  they 
publifhed  them.  This  I  deny:  and  appeal  to  the 
harangues  of  numberlefs  orators ;  particularly  to 
thofe  of  Cicero  for  Murena  and  Varerrus,  where 
he  feems  to  have  given  us  little  more  than  the  ge¬ 
neral  charge.  Whence  it  appears,  that  many, 
things  which  he  enlarged  upon  at  the  time  he  de¬ 
livered  thofe  orations,  were  retrenched  when  he 
gave  them  to  the  public.  The  fame  excellent 
orator  informs  us,  that,  agreeably  to  the  ancient 
cuftom  which  allowed  only  one  eounfel  on  a  fide, 
Cluentius  had  no  other  advocate  but  himfelf;  and 
tells  us  farther,  that  he  employed  four  whole  days 
in  defence  of  Cornelius  :  by  which  it  plainly  ap¬ 
pears,  that  thofe  orations  which,  when  deliveredat. 
their  full  length;  had  neceflarily  taken  up  fo  much 
time  at  the  bar,  were  greatly  altered  and  abridged 
when  he  afterwards  comprifed  them  in  a  fingle 
volume,  though,  I  muftconfefs indeed,  a  largeone. 
But  it  is  objected,  there  is  a  wide  difference  be¬ 
tween  good  pleading  and  juft  compofition.  This 
opinion,  I  acknowledge,  has  had  fbme  favourers, 
and  it  may  be  true;  neverthelefsl  am  perfuaded, 
(though  I  may  perhaps  be  miftaken),that,  as  it  is 
poffible  a  pleading  may  be  well  received  by  the 
audience,, 
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audience,  which  has  not  merit  enough  to  re¬ 
commend  it  to  the  reader  ;  fo  a  good  oration  can¬ 
not  be  a  bad  pleading :  for  the  oration  on  paper 
is,  in  truth,  the  original  and  model  of  the  Ipeech 
that  is  to  be  pronounced.  It  is  for  this  reafon 
wefind  in  many  of  the beft orations  extant,  num- 
berlefs  exprefiions  which  have  the  air  of  unpre¬ 
meditated  difcourfe  ;  and  this  even  where  we  are. 
fure  they  were  never  fpolcen  at  all  :  as  for  ir  fiance 
in  the  following  paflage  from  the  oration  againft. 

Verres, — “  A  certain  mechanic - what’s  his- 

“  name?  Oh,  I'm  obliged  to  you  for  helping  me  to  if. 
“yes,  I  mean  Pplyclctns.”  It  cannot  then  be  de¬ 
nied,  that  the  nearer  approach  a  fpcaker  makes  to 
the  i  ults  of  juft  composition,  the  more  perfedt  he. 
will  be  in  his  art;,  always  fuppofing  however,- 
that  he  has  the  neteffary  indulgence  itv  point  of 
time  :  for  if  he  be  abridged  of  that,  no  imputaion- 
can  juftly  be  fixed  upon  the  advocate,  though 
certainly  a  very  great  one  is  chargeable  upon 
the  judge.  The  fenfe  of  the  laws  is,  I  am  fure, 
on  my  fide,  which  are  by  no  means. {paring  of 
the  orator’s  time  :  it  is  not  brevity,  but  an  en¬ 
larged  fcope,.afull  attention  to  every  thing  mate¬ 
rial,  which  they  recommend.  And  how  is  it  pofli- 
ble  for  an  advocate  to  acquit  hirr.filf  of  that  duty,, 
unlefs  in  the  moll  infignificant  caules,  if  he  aftl-dts 
to  be.  concife  ?  Let  me  add  what  experince,  that 
unerring  guide,  has  taught  me :  it  has  frequently 
been  my  province  to  adt  both  as  an  advocate  and 
a  judge,  as  1  have  often  aflifted  as  an  afleflbr, 
where  I  have  ever  found  the  judgments  of  man¬ 
kind  are  to  be  influenced  by  different  applica¬ 
tions,  and  that  the  flighteft  circumftances  often 
produce  the  moft  important  confequcnces.  There 
is  fo  vaft  a  variety  in  the  dilpofitions  and  under - 
ftandings  of  men,  that  .they  Seldom  agree  in  their 
opinions  about  any  one  point  in  debate  before 
them  $  or  if  they  do,  it  is  generally  from  the 
movement 
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movement  of  different  paffions.  Befides,  as  every 
man  naturally  favours  bis  own  difcoveries,  and 
when  he  hears  an  argument  made  ufe  of  which 
had  before  occurred  to  himfelf,  will  certainly  em¬ 
brace  it  as  extremely  convincing,  the  orator  there¬ 
fore  ftiould  fo  adapt  himfelf  to  his  audience  as  to 
throw  out  fomething  to  every  one  of  them,  that 
he  may  receive  and  approve  as  his  own  peculiar 
thought.  I  remember  when  Rcgulus  and  I  were 
concerned  together  In  a  caufe,  he  fliid  to  me,  You 
feem  to  think  it  necejfary  to  inftfi  upon  every  paint ; 
whereas  I  always  take  aim  at  my  adverfary’s  throat , 
and  there  I  clofely  prefs  him.  (’Tis  true,  he  tena- 
cioufly  holds  whatever  part  he  has  once  fixed 
upon ;  but  the  misfortune  is,  he  is  extremely  apt 
toiniftake  the  right  place.)  I  anfwered,  it  might 
pofTibly  happen  that  what  he  took  for  what  he 
called  the  throat ,  was  in  reality  feme  other  part. 
As  for  me,  faid  I,  who  do  not  pretend  .to  dire£t 
my  aim  with  fo  much  certainty,  I  attack  every 
part,  and  pufh  at  every  opening ;  in  fhort,  to  ule 
a  vulgar  proverb,  I  leave  no  Jlone  unturned.  As 
in  agriculture,  it  is  not  my  vineyards,  or  my 
woods  alone,  but  my  fields  alfo  that  I  cultivate  ; 
and  (to  purfue  the  allufion)  as  I  do  not  content 
myfelf  with  fow'ing  thofe  fields  with  only  one 
kind  of  grain,  but  employ  feveral  different  forts; 
•fo,  in  my  pleadings  at  the  bar,  I  fpread  at  large  a 
variety  of  matter  like  fo  many  different  feeds,  in 
order  to  reap  from  thence  whatever  may  happen 
to  .it:  for  the  difpofition  of  your  judges  is  as  pre¬ 
carious  and  as  little  to  be  afeertained,  as  that  of 
foils  and  feafons.  I  remember  the  comic  writer 
Eupolis  mentions  it  inpraife  of  that  excellent  o- 
rator  Pericles,  that 

Softeji  perfuajion  fat  upon  his  tongue , 

And  on  his  lips  engaging  fiveetnefs  hung ; 
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Yet  with  a  Jlrength  that  fix' d  upon  the  mind, 

"That farc'd  its  waf  and  left  its  Jling  behind. 

But  could  Pericles,  without  the  richeft  variety  of 
expreflion,  ami  merely  by  force  of  the  conclie  or 
the  rapid  ftyle,  or  both  together,  (for  they  are  ex¬ 
tremely  different),  have  exerted  that  charm  and 
that  fling  of  which  the  poet  here  fpcaks  ?  T  o  de¬ 
light  and  to  perfuade  requires  time,  and  a  great 
compafs  of  language  ;  and  to  leave  a Jling  in  the 
minds  of  his  audience,  is  an  efieift  not  to  be  ex¬ 
pedited  from  an  orator  who  (lightly  pufhes,  but 
from  him,  and  him  only,  who  thrufts  home  and 
deep.  Another  *  comic  poet,  fpeaking  of  the 
fame  orator,  fays. 

His  mighty  words  like  Jove's  own  thunder  roll  j 

Greece  hears ,  and  trembles  to  her  itnnojl  foul. 

But  it  is  not  the  concife  and  the  referved,  it  is 
the  copious,  the  majeftic,  and  the  fublime  orator, 
who  with  the  blaze  and  thunder  of  his  eloquence 
hurries  impetuoufly  along,  and  bears  down  all  be¬ 
fore  him  There  is  a  juft  mean,  I  own,  in  every 
thing;  but  he  equally  deviates  from  that  true 
mark,  who  falls  fliort  of  it,  as  he  who  goes  be¬ 
yond  it  ;  he  who  confines  himfelf  in  too  narrow  a 
compafs,  as  he  who  lanches  out  with  too  gieac 
a  latitude.  Hence  it  is  as  common  to  hear  our 
orators  condemned  for  being  too  barren,  as  too 
luxuiia.it ;  for  not  reaching,  as  well  as  for  over¬ 
flowing  the  bounds  of  their  fubjedl.  Both,  no 
doubt,  are  equally  diftant  from  the  proper  me¬ 
dium  ;  but  with  this  difference  however,  that  in 
the  one  the  fault  arifes  from  an  cxcefs,  in  the 
other  from  a  deficiency  ;  an  error  which  if  it  be 
not  a  fign  of  a  more  corrcQ,  yet  it  is  certainly 
of  a  more  exalced  genius.  When  I  fay  this,  I 
*  Ariftopbanes. 


would 
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would  not  be  underftood  to  approve  that  everlaft- 
ing  *  talker  mentioned  in  Homer,  but  that 
other  f  defcribed  in  the  following  lines  : 

But  zvben  be /peaks,  zvhat  elocution  j lows  ! 

Soft  as  the  faeces  of  defending  /hews. 

Not  but  I  extremely  admire  him  J  too,  of  whom 
the  poet  fays, 

Few  were  bis  words ,  but  'wonderfully Jlrong. 

Yet  if  I  were  to  chufe,  I  fhould  clearly  give  the 
preference  to  the  ftyle  ref  mbling  winter  fnoiv , 
that  is,  to  the  full  anJ  diffufive;  in  fhorr,  to  that 
pomp  of  eloquence  which  Icems  all  heavenly  and 
divine.  But  (’tis  urged)  the  harangue  of  a  more 
moderate  length  is  mod  generally  admired.  It  is 
fo,  I  confefs  :  but  by  whom  ?  By  the  indolent  on¬ 
ly  ;  and  to  fix  the  ftandard  by  the  lazinefi.  and 
falfe  delicacy  of  thtle,  would  furely  be  the  higheft 
abfurdity.  Were  you  to  confu'.t  perform  ot  this 
caft,  they  wotdd  tell  you,  not  only  that  it  is  befi: 
to  fay  little,  but  that  it  is  bed  to  lay  nothing. — 
Thus,  my  friend,  1  have  laid  before  you  my  i'en- 
timents  upon  this  fuhje&,  which  I  {hall  readily 
abandon,  if  I  find  they  are  not  agreeable  to  jours. 
But  if  you  fhotild  diflent  from  me,  1  beg  you 
would  communicate  to  me  your  reafons.  For 
thoug  ;  I  ought  to  yield  in  this  cafe  to  your  more 
enlightened  judgment,  jet  in  a  point  offuch  con- 
fequencc,  1  had  rather  receive  my  convidfio n 
from  the  force  of  argument,  than  authority.  If 
you  fhould  be  of  my  opinion  in  this  matter,  a 
tine  or  two  from  you  in  return,  intimating  your 

*  Therfites,  Iliad  if.  zi2. 

f  Ulyfler,  Iliad  iii.  zzz. 

t  Menelaus,  ibid. 

^OL-  E)  concurrence. 
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concurrence,  will  be  fufficient  to  confirm  me  in 
the  juftnei  j  of  my  fenti meats.  On  the  contrary, 
if  you  think  me  miftaken,  I  beg  you  would  give 
me  your  objcdlions  at  large.  Yet  has  it  not, 
think  you,  fomething  of  the  air  of  bribery,  to  afk 
only  a  fhort  letter  if  you  agree  with  me  ;  but  en¬ 
join  you  the  trouble  of  a  very  long  one,  if  you 
are  of  a  contrary  opinion  P  Farewell. 

Epift.  XXI.  Pliny  to  Paternus, 

I  Rely  as  much  upon  the  llrength  of  your  judg¬ 
ment,  as  upon  the  goodnefs  of  your  eyes  : 
not  becaufe  l  think  you  ejccel  jn  (kill,  (for  I  would 
not  have  you  flatter  yourfelf,)  but  becaufe  you 
equal  me  in  it:  which,  it  mult  be  allowed,  is 
faying  a  great  deal  in  its  favour.  However,  jeft- 
ing  apart,  1  like  very  well  the  appearance  of  the 
flaves  which  were  purchafed  for  me  by  your  re¬ 
commendation  j  all  that  I  want  farther,  is  to  be 
fatisfied  of  their  behaviour;  and  for  this  I  muft 
depend  upon  their  characters  more  than  their 
countenances.  Farewell. 

Epiji.  XXII.  Pliny  to  Catilius  Severus. 

I  Have  been  detained  a  long  time  in  town,  un¬ 
der  the  moft  alarming  apprehenfions.  Ti¬ 
tus  Arjfto,  whom  l  particularly  love  and  admire, 
is  fallen  into  a  tedious  and  obftinate  illncfs,  which 
deeply  affe&s  me.  V  irtue,  knowledge,  and  good 
fenie  Ihine  out  with  lo  fuperior  a  luftre  in  this 
excellent  man,  that  learning  hcrfelf  and  every 
valuable  endowment  feems  involved  in  the  dan¬ 
ger  of  his  fingle  perfon.  How  confuihmate  is 
his  knowledge  both  in  the  political  and  civil 
laws  of  his  country  1  How  thoroughly  conver- 
fant  is  he  in  every  branch  of  hiftory  and  anti¬ 
quity  !  There  is  no  article  of  fcience,  in  (hort, 
you 
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you  would  wifh  to  be  informed  of,  in  which  he 
is  not  drilled.  As  for  my  own  part,,  whenever 
I  would  acquaint  myfelf  with  any  abdruf:  point 
of  literature,  I  have  recourfe  to  him,  as  to  one 
who  fupplies  me  with  its  mod  hidden  treafures. 
What  an  amiable  fincerity,  what  a  noble  digni¬ 
ty  is  there  in  his  conversion  1  How  humble,  yet' 
how  graceful  is  his  diffidence  !  Though  he  con¬ 
ceives  at  once  every  point  in  debate,  yet  he  is  as 
flow  to  decide,  as  he  is  quick  to  apprehend,  calm¬ 
ly  and  deliberately  weighing  every  opposite  rea- 
fbn  that  is  offered,  and  tracing  it,  with  a  moil  ju¬ 
dicious  penetration,  from  its  fource  through  all' 
its  remoteft  confequences.  His  diet  is  frugal, 
his  drefs  plain;  and  whenever  I  enter  his  cham¬ 
ber,  and  view  him  upon  his  couch,  I  confidcr 
the  ftenc  before  tr.e  as  a  true  image  of  ancient 
ftmplicity,  to  which  his  illuftrious  mind  rcfledls' 
the  noblcft  ornament.  He  places  no  part  of  bis 
happir.tfs  in  (.dentation,  but  refers  the' whole  of 
it  to  confcicnce;  and  feeks  the  reward  of  his 
\irtue,  not  in  the  clamorous  applaufes  of  the 
world,  but  in  the  filent  fatisfaclien  which  refults 
from  having  adkd  well.  In  Ihort,  you  will  not" 
cafily  find  his  equal-  even  among  our  philofophcrs 
by  profeflion.  He  frequents  not  the  places  of 
public  deputations,  nor  idly  amufls  himfelf  and 
others  with  vain  and  endl'efs  controverfics.  His 
nobler  talents  are  exerted'  to  more  ufeful  pur¬ 
ports  ;  in  the  feenes  of  civil  and  adtive  life,. 
RIany  has  he  aifided  with  his  rntered,  dill  mote 
with  his  advice  1'llut  though  hededicates  his  time 
to  the  affairs  of  the  world,  he  regulates  his  con- 
dudt  by  the  precepts  of  the  philofophers ;  and  in 
the  pra&ice  cf  temperance,  piety,  ju dice,  and 
fortitude  he  has  no  fuperior.  It  is  adeniihing 
with  what  patience  he  bears  his  illnefs;  how  he 
druggies  with  pain,  endures,  third,  and  quietly 
fubmits  to  the  troublefome  regimen  necefllu  v  i.i 
D  2 
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a  raging  fever.  He  lately  called  me,  and  a  few 
more  of  his  particular  friends,  to  his  bedfide, 
and  begged  we  would  afk  his  phyficians  what 
turn  they  apprehended  his  diftemper  would  take  : 
that  if  they  pronounced  it  incurable,  he  might 
voluntarily  put  an  end  to  his  life;  but  if  there 
were  hopes  of  a  recovery,  however  tedious  and 
difficult,  he  might  wait  the  event  with  patience  ; 
for  fi>  much,  he  thought,  was  due  to  the  tears  and 
errreetics  of  his  vviie  and  daughter,  and  to  the 
affectionate  intercefiion  of  his  fiiends,  as  not  vo¬ 
luntarily  to  abandon  our  hopes,  if  in  truth  they 
were  not  entirely  di Iterate.  A  refolution  this, 
in  my  eftimatiou,  truly  heroical,  ar.d  worthy  of 
the  higheft  applaufe.  Inftances  are  frequent  e- 
noughln  the  world,  of  rufhing  into  the  arms  of 
deatn  without  reflection,  and  by  a  fort  of  blind 
impuife :  but  calmly  and  deliberately  to  weigh 
the  reafons  for  life  or  death,  and  to  be  determi¬ 
ned  in  our  choice  as  either  fide  of  the  fcale  pre¬ 
vails,  is  the  mark  of  an  uncommon  and  great 
mind.  Wc  have  had  the  latisfaCtion  of  the  o- 
pinion  of  his  phyficians  in  his  favour;  and  may 
heaven  give  fuccefs  to  their  art,  and  free  me 
from  this  refllefs  anxiety  !  If  that  fhould  happily 
be  the  event,  I  fhall  immediately  return  to  my 
favourite  Laurentinum,  or,  in  other  words,  to 
my  books  and  tludious  retirement.  At  prefent, 
fo  much  of  my  time  and  thoughts  is  employed 
in  attendance  upon  my  friend,  and  in  my  ap- 
prehenfions  for  him,  that  I  have  neither  leifure 
nor  inclination  for  fubjedls  of  literature.  Thus 
have  I  informed  you  of  my  fears,  my  wifhes, 
and  my  intentions.  Coninmunicate  to  me,  in 
your  turn,  but  in  a  gayer  ftyle,  an  account  not 
only  of  what  you  are  and  have  been  doing,  but 
even  of  your  future  defigns.  It  will  be  a  very 
ienfible  consolation  to  me  in  this  perplexity  of 
tnind,  to  oe  aflured  that  yours  is  eafy.  Farewell. 

E£Jl. 
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Epijf.  XXIII.  Pliny  to  Pompeius  F.alco. 

YOU  aikme,  whether  I  think  you  can  with 
decir.cy  plead  as  a  lawyer  during  your  tribu¬ 
nate  ?  I  fhould  firft  knowwh.it  are  your  fentiments 
of  that  office  ;  whether  you  look  upon  it  as  a  mere 
fhadow  of  honour,  and  an  empty  title,  or  as  a  la- 
cred  and  inviolable  fundlion,  the  exercile  of  which 
as  no  power  can  fulpend,  fo  neither  ought  the  per- 
Ibn  himfelf  who  is  inverted  with  it  ?  When  I 
was  myfelf  in  that  port,  (poffiblyl  might  be  mil'- 
taken  in  fuppofing  I  was  become  of  any  impor¬ 
tance,  however  upon  the  fuppofition  that  I  real¬ 
ly  was),  I  entirely  quitted  the  bar.  I  thought 
it  unbecoming  a  magiftrate,  who,  upon  all  oc- 
cafions,  had  aright  of  precedency,  and  in  whole 
prelence  every  body  is  obliged  to  1  ife,  to  be  feen 
ftanding,  while  all  about  him  were  feated :  that 
he  who  has  authority  to  impofe  filence  on  any 
man,  fhould  himfelf  be  di reified  when  to  be  fi- 
lent :  that  he,  whom  it  is  held  impious  to  inter¬ 
rupt,  fhould  be  txpofed  to  the  fourrilous  liberties 
of  bar-orators  whicli  to  chafiife,  would  be 
thought  a  fort  of  infolence  of  office,  and  yet  it 
would  be  weaknefs  to  overlook.  I  confidered 
farther,  the  great  difficulty  I  fhould  be  under  if 
either  fide  fhould  happen  to  appeal  to  me  as  tri¬ 
bune,  whether  to  interpr.fe  my  authority,  or,  by 
a  kind  of  refignation  of  it,  to  have  adted  in  my 
private  capacity.  For  thefe  rtafons  I  rather 
chofe  to  be  the  tribune  of  all,  than  the  advocate 
of  a  few.  But  with  refpedt  to  you,  (I  repeat  it 
again),  the  whole  depends  upon  what  your  fen-- 
timents  are  of  this  office,  and  under  what  charac¬ 
ter  you  would  chul'e  to  appear  j  remembering 
always,  that  a  wife  man  will  take  upon  himfelf- 
fuch  only  to  which  he  is  capable  of  acting  up. 

D  3  Epijli 
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Epf/l.  XXIV.  Pliny  to  Bebius  Hispanus. 

MY  friend  and  gueft  Tranquiilus  has  a  mind 
to  buy  afmall  piece  of  land,  ofvvhich,  it  is 
laid,  an  acquaintance  of  yours  intends  to  difpofe. 
I  beg  you  would  endeavour  he  may  have  it  upon 
reafonable  terms :  a  circumftance  which  will  add 
10  his  fatisfadtion  in  obtaining  it.  A  dear  bargain  is 
always  difagreeablc,  particularly,  as  it  is  a  reflec¬ 
tion  upon  the  purchafer’s  judgment.  There  aic 
feveral  circumllances  attending  this  little  villa, 
which  (fuppufing  my  friend  has  no  objedtion  to 
the  price)  are  extremely  1  u i table  to  his  tafte  :  the 
convenient  diilance  from  Rome,  the  goodneis  of 
the  roads,  the  fmallnefs  of  the  building,  and  the 
very  few  aens  of  land  around  it,  which  is  juft  o- 
nough  to  amufe,  but  not  employ  him.  To  a 
man  of  the  ftudious  turn  that  Tranquiilus  is,  it 
is  fuflicicnt  if  he  has  but  a  fmall  fpot  to  relieve 
the  mind  and  divert  the  eye,  where  he  may  faun- 
ter  round  his  grounds,  traverfe  his  (ingle  walk, 
grow  familiar  with  his  two  or  three  vines,  and 
count  his  little  plantations.  1  mention  thefe 
particulars,  to  let  you  fee  how  much-  he  will  be 
obliged  to  me,  as  1  (hall  to  you,  if  you  can  help 
him  to  the  purchafe  of  this  little  box,  fo  agreeable 
to  his  tafte,  upon  terms  of  which  he  (hall  have  no 
occafton  to  repent.  Farewell. 


BOOK  II. 

'Epi/t.  I.  Pliny  to  Voconius  Rom  anus. 

THE  Roman  people  have  not  for  many 
years  beheld  (b  magnificent  and  folemn 
a  fpedtacle,  as  was  lately  exhibi  -d.  in 
the  public  funeral  of  that  great  man,  the  illuftri- 
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ous  and  fortunate  Verginius  Rufus.  He  lived 
thirty  years  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  the  higheft 
reputation  ;  and  as  he  had  the  fatisfadlion  to  fee 
hi s  a&ions  celebrated  by  poets,  and  recorded  by 
hiftorians,  he  leems  even  to  have  anticipated  his 
fame  with  pofterity.  He  was  thrice  raifcd  to  the 
dignity  of  conful,  that  he  who  refufed  to  be  the 
firft  of  princes,  might  at  leaft  be  the  higheft  of 
fubjefts.  As  he  efcaped  the  relentment  of  thole 
emperors  to  whom  his  virtues  had  given  umbrage, 
and' even  rendered  him  odious,  and  ended  his  days 
when  this  beft  of  princes,  this  friend  of  man¬ 
kind,  was  in  quiet  poffeffion  of  the  empire,  it 
feems  as  if  Providence  had  purpof.lv  preferved 
him  to  thefe  times,  that  he  might  receive  the 
honour  of  a  public  funeral.  He  arrived,  in  full 
tranquillity  and  univerfally  revered,  to  the  84th 
year  of  his  age,,  having. enjoyed  an  uninterrupted 
lla-e  of  health  during  his  whole  life,  excepting 
only  a  paralytic  diforder  in  his  hands,  which 
however  was  attended  with  no  pain.  His  laft 
ficknefs,  indeed,  was  fevere  and  tedious ;  but 
even  the  accident  that  occafioncd  it*  added  to. his 
glory.  As.  he  was  preparing  to  return  his  public 
acknowledgments  to  the  emperor,  who  had  rai¬ 
led  him  to  the  confullhip,  a  large  volume  which 
he  accidentally  received  at  that  time,  too  weighty 
for  a  feeble  old'  man,  flipped  out  of  his  hands. 
In  haftily  endeavouring  to  recover,  it,  the  pave¬ 
ment  being  extremely  flippery,  he  fell  down  and 
broke  his  thigh-bone  ;  which  fradture,  as  it  was 
unlkilfully  fet  at  firft,  and  having  befides  the  in¬ 
firmities  of  age  to  contend  with,  could  never  be 
brought  to  unite  again*  The  funeral  obfequies 
paid  to  the  memory  of  this  greac  man,  have  done 
honour  to  the  Emperor,  to  the  pref'ent  age,, 
and  even  to  eloquence  herlelf.  The  conful  Cor¬ 
nelius  Tacitus  pronounced  his  funeral  oraticn  : 
for  the  feries  of  his  felicities  was  crowned  by  the 
applaufe 
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applaufe  of  the  tnoft  eloquent  of  orators.  He 
died  full  of  years  and  of  glory,  as  illuftrious  by 
the  honours  he  refufed,  as  by  thofe  he  accepted. 
Still,  however,  he  will  be  miffed  and  lamented' 
by  the  world,  as  the  bright  model  of  a  better 
age  ;  efpecially  by  myfclf,  who  not  only  admi¬ 
red  him  as  a  patriot,  but  loved  him  as  a  friend. 
We  were  not  only  natives  of  the  fame  province, 
and  of  neighbouring  towns,  but  our  eftates  were 
contiguous.  Befides  thels  accidental  connec¬ 
tions  with  him,  he  was  alfo  left  guardian  to 
me ;  and  indeed  he  treated  me  with  the  af¬ 
fection  of  a  parent..  Whenever  I  offered  my- 
felf  a  candidate  for  any  employment,  he  con- 
fiantly  fupported  me  with  his  intereft ;  as  in  all 
the  honours  I  have  obtained,  though  he  had 
long  fince  renounced  all  offices  of  this  nature,  he 
would  kindly  give  up  the  repolb  of  his  retire¬ 
ment,  and  come  in  perfon  to  folicic  for  me.  At 
the  time  when  it  is  cuftomary  for  the  priefts  to 
nominate  fuch  as  they  judge  worthy  to  be  recei¬ 
ved  into  their  facrcd  office,  he  conftantly  propo- 
fed  me.  Even  in  his  laft  ficknefs  I  received  a 
diftinguifning  mark  of  his  affeCtion:  being  appre- 
henfive  he  might  be  named  one  of  the  five  ccm- 
miffioners  appointed  by  the  fenate  to  reduce  the 
public  expenfes,  he  fixed  upon  me,  young  as  l 
am,  to  carry  his  excufcs,  in  preference  to  fo 
many  other  friends  of  fuperior  age  and  dignity  ; 
and  in  a  very  obliging  manner  allured  me,  that 
had  he  a  fjn  of  his  own,  he  would  neverthelefs 
have  employed  me  in  that  office.  Have  I  not 
fufficient  caufe  then  to  lament  his  death,  as  if  it 
were  immature,  and  thus  pour  out  the  fulnefs 
of  my  grief  in  the  hofom  of  my  friend  ?  if  indeed 
it  be  reafonabie  to  grieve  at  all  upon  this  ucca- 
fton,  or  to  efteeni  that  event  death,  which  to 
fuch  a  man  is  rather  to  be  looked  upon  as  the 
period  of  his  mortality  than  the  end  of  his  life. 

He 
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He  lives,  my  friend,  and  will  continue  to  live 
for  ever  ;  and  his  fame  will  fpread  farther,  and 
be  more  celebrated  by  mankind,  now  that  he  is 

removed  from  their  light. - I  had  many  o~ 

ther  things  to  write  to  you,  but  my  mind  is  lo 
entirely  taken  up  with  this  fubjecl,  that  I  cannot 
call  it  off  to  any  other.  Ve*ginius  is  conftantly 
in  my  thoughts}  the  vain  but  lively  impreffions 
of  him  are  continually  before  my  eyes,  and  I  am 
for  ever  fondly  imagining  that  I  hear  him,  con- 
verfe  with  him,  and  embrace  him.  There  are, 
perhaps,  and  poffibly  hereafter  will  be,  fome 
few  who  may  rival  him  in  virtue;  but  not  one, 

I  am  perfuaded,  that  will  ever  equal  him  in  glo¬ 
ry.  Farewell. 

Epijl.  II.  PtlNY  to  Paulinus. 

I  Am  in  a  rage ;  whether  I  have  reafon,  is  not 
quite  fo  clear  ;  but  very  angry  I  am.  Love, 
you  know,  is  fometimes  unreafonable,  often  unr 
governable,  always  jealous.  The  occafion  of 
this  my  formidable  wrath  is  great,  you  muft  al¬ 
low,  were  it  but  juft:  yet  tak.ing  it  for  granted 
that  there  is  as  much  truth  as  weight  in  it,  I  am 
moil  vehemently  enraged  at  your  long  filence. 
Would  you  (often  my  reientment?  Let  your  let¬ 
ters  for  the  future  be  very  frequent,  and  very 
long  ;  I  (hall  excufe  you  upon  no  other  terms  ; 
and  as  abfence  from  Rome,  or  encouragement 
in  bufinefs,  is  a  plea  I  can  by  no  means  admit 
fo  that  of  ill  health,  the  gods,  I  hope,  will  not 
fuffer  you  to  allege.  As  for  myfelf,  I  am  en- 
juying  at  my  villa  the  alternate  plealures  offtudy 
and  indolence ;  thofe  happy  privileges  of  retired 
lei  lure !  Farewell. 


Epijl.. 
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Eplji.  III.  P LIS y  to  Nepos. 

THE  fame  of  lfseus  was  very  great,  before 
he  appeared  among  us  ;  but  he  is  fuperior 
to  all  that  was  reported  of  him.  His  faculties, 
his  powers,  and  his  wit  are  inexhauftible ;  and 
his  ur  premeditated  difeourfes  have  as  much  pro¬ 
priety  and  elegance  as  if  they  had  been  long 
compofed.  He  fpeaks  the  Greek  language,  or 
rather  the  genuine  Attic.  His  exordiums  are 
polite,  eafy,  and  harmonious  ;  and,  w:.en  occa¬ 
sion  lequires,  folemn  and  majcftic.  He  gives 
his  audience  liberty  to  ca1!  foi  any  qudtion  they 
pleafe,  and  fometimes  even  to  name  what  fide  of 
it  he  (hail  take ;  when  immediately  he  rifes  up 
in  all  the  graceful  attitude  of  an  orator,  and  en¬ 
ters  at  once  into  his  fubjedt  with  lurprifing  fluen¬ 
cy.  His  refledtions  are  iolid,  and  clothed,  in 
the  choiceft  exprefiions,  which  prelent  thern- 
felves  to  him  with  the  utmoft  facility.  The  eafe 
and  ftrength  of  his  moft  unprepared  difeourfes, 
plainly  difeovers  he  has  been  very  converfant  in 
the  beft  authors,  and  much  accuftomed  to  com- 
pofe  himfelf..  He.  opens  his  fubjedt  with  great 
propriety  ;  his  ftyle  is  clear,  his  reafoning  ftrong, 
his  inferences  juft,  and  his  figures  graceful  and 
lublime.  In  a  word,  he  at  once  iiTltrudts,  en¬ 
tertains,  and  afFedis  you,  and  each  in  fo  high  a 
degree,  that  you  are  at  a  lofs  to  determine  in 
which  <S f  thofe  talents  he  moft  excels.  His  ar¬ 
guments  are  formed  in  all  the  ftrength  and.con- 
cifenefs  of  the  ftridteft  logic :  a  point  not  very 
eafy  to  attain  ever  in  ftudied  compoiitions.  His 
memory  is  fo  extraordinary,  that  he  will  repeat 
what  he  has  before  fpoke  extempore,  without 
lofing  a  fingle  word.  This  wonderful  faculty  he 
has  acquired  by  great  application  and  practice 
for  his  whole  time  is  fo  devoted  to  fubjedts  of 
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this  nature,  that  he  thinks  and  talks  of  nothing 
elfe.  Though  he  is  above  fixty-three  years  of 
age,  he  Hill  chufes  to  continue  in  this  profef- 
fi  ,n  ;  than  which,  it  mud  be  owned,  none  a- 
bounds  with  men  of  more  worth,  fimplicity,  and 
integrity.  We  who  are  converfant  in  the  real 
contentions  of  the  bar,  unavoidably  contrail  a 
certain  artfulnels,  however  contrary  to  our  na¬ 
tural  tempers  :  but  the  bufinefs  of  the  fchools,  as 
it  turns  merely  upon  matters  of  imagination,  af¬ 
fords  an  employment  as  Innocent  as  it  is  agreea¬ 
ble  ;  and  it  mud,  methinks,  be  particularly  lo 
to  thofe  who  are  advanced  in  years  ;  as  nothing 
can  be  more  defirable  at  that  period  of  life,  than 
to  enjoy  thofe  reafonable  pleafures,  which  are 
the  moll  pleafing  entertainments  of  our  youth. 
I  look  therefore  upon  Ifaeus,  not  only  as  the 
mod  eloquent,  but  the  mod  happy  of  men  ;  as 
I  lhall  efteem  you  the  moll  infenlible,  if  you  ap¬ 
pear  to  flight  nis  acquaintance.  Let  me  prevail 
with  you  then  to  come  to  Rome,  if  not  upon  my 
account,  or  any  other,  at  leaft  for  the  pleafure 
of  hearing  this  extraordinary  perfon.  Do  you 
remember  to  have  read  of  a  certain  inhabitant  of 
the  city  of  Cadiz,  who  was  fo  ftruck  with  the 
illuftrious  charadler  of  Livy,  that  he  travelled  to 
Rome  on  purpole  to  fee  that  great  genius  ;  and, 
as  foon  as  he  had  fatisfled  his  curiouty,  returned 
home  again  ?  A  man  mull  have  a  very  inele¬ 
gant,  illiterate,  and  indolent,  (1  had  almoft  faid 
a  very  mean)  turn  of  mind,  not  to  think  what¬ 
ever  relates  to  a  Icience  lb  entertaining,  fo  noble, 
and  fo  polite,  worthy  of  his  curiofiry.  You  will 
tell  me,  perhaps,  you  have  authors  in  your  own 
ftudy,  equally  eloquent.  I  allow  it  :  and  thole 
authors  you  may  turn  over  at  any  time,  but  you 
cannot  always  have  an  opportunity  of  hearing 
Ifaeus.  Belides,  we  arc  infinitely  more  afFedled 
with 
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•with  what  we  hear,  than  what  we  read.  There 
is  fomething  in  the  voice,  the  countenance,  the 
habit,  and  the  geflure  of  the  fpeaker,  that  con¬ 
curs  in  fixing  an  imprcflion  upon  the  mind,  and 
gi>'es  this  method  of  inftrudtion  greatly  the  ad¬ 
vantage  of  any  thing  one  can  receive  from  books. 
This  at  Icaft  was  the  opinion  of  /Efchines,  who 
having  read  to  the  Rhodians  a  fpeech  of  Dctno- 
finenes,  which  they  loudly  applauded  j  but  bozv, 
Lid  he,  would  you  have  been  offered,  had  you 
heard  the  orator  hitnf'lf  thundering  oat  this  J'ublitne 
harangue?  iEfchr.ies,  if  we  may  believe  De- 
moftheues,  had  great  dignity  of  utterance  ;  yet, 
you  fee,  he  could  not  but  confefs  it  would  have 
been  a  confiderable  advantage  to  the  oration,  it 
it  had  been  pronounced  by  the  author  himfilf  in 
all  the  pomp  and  energy  of  his  powerful  elocu¬ 
tion.  What  I  aim  at  by  this,  is,  to  perfuade 
you  to  come  and  hear  Ifieus  ;  and  let  me  again 
entreat  you  to  do  fo,  if  for  no  other  reafon,  at 
leaft  that  you  may  have  the  pleafure  to  fay,  you 
once  heard  him.  Fart  well. 

Epiji.  IV.  Pliny  to  Calvina. 

HAD  your  father  left  fevcral  creditors,  or 
indeed  a  fingle  one  except  myfelf,  it 
might  have  been  a  doubt  whether  you  ought  in 
prudence  to  enter  upon  his  eftate,  which,  con- 
fidcring  i  s  incumberanees,  might  prove  a  bur¬ 
then  too  heavy  even  for  a  man  to  undertake. 
But  fince,  out  of  regard  to  the  affinity  that  fub- 
fifted  between  us,  I  was  contented  to  remain 
the  only  perfon  unfatisfied  who  had  any  demand 
upon  the  eftate,  while  other  creditors,  I  will 
not  fay  more  troubL-fotru ,  but  certainly  more 
cautious,  were  paid  off:  and  as  I  contributed, 
you  may  remember,  ico,cco  fefterces  towards 
your 
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yoar  marriage- portion,  ovef  and  above  the  fum 
your  father  charged  upon  this  eftate  for  your  for¬ 
tune,  which  may  be  efteemed  my  gift  too,  as  it 
was  to  be  paid  out  of  a  fund  which  was  before 
appropriated  to  me.  —  When  you  confider,  I 
fay,  thefe  inftances  of  my  friendfhip,  you  can 
want  no  aflurance  of  my  favourable  difpofition 
towards  you.  In  confidence  of  which,  you 
fhould  not  fcruple  to  enter  upon  this  inheritance, 
and  by  that  means  protect  the  memory  of  your 
father  from  the  reproach  of  his  dying  infolvent. 
But  that  I  may  give  you  a  more  fubftantial  en¬ 
couragement  to  do  fo,  than  mere  words,  I  en¬ 
tirely  acquit  you  of  the  debt  which  he  owed  me. 
Do  not  fcruple  to  receive  this  prelent  at  my 
hands,  upon  the  fuppofition  that  I  can  ill  fpare 
fo  large  a  fum.  It  is  true,  my  fortune  is  but  mo¬ 
derate  :  the  expenfes  which  my  ftation  in  the 
world  requires  are  confiderable  ;  while  the  year¬ 
ly  income  of  my  eftate,  from  the  nature  and  cir- 
cumftances  of  it,  is  as  unceriain  as  it  is  final!; 
yet  what  I  want  in  wealth,  I  make  up  by  oeco- 
nomy,  the  fureft  lource  that  fupplies  roy  bounty. 
I  mull  be  cautious,  no  doubt,  not  to  exhauft  it 
by  too  much  profufion  ;  but  it  is  a  caution  which 
I  lhall  oblerve  towards-  others  :  with  relpedt  to 
yourfelf,  reaibn,  I  am  fure,  wjpll  juftify  my  li¬ 
berality,  though  it  fhould  exceed  my  ufual 
bounds.  Farewell.  | 

Epl/i.V.  Puny  (to  Lupercus. 

THE  piece  which  you  have,  fo  often,  de¬ 
fined,  and  which  i  have  as  frequently 
promifed,  I  now  fend  you  :  bust  it  is  pa.  t  of  it 
only  ;  the  remainder  I  am  ftdl  polifhing.  In  the 
mean  while,  I  thought  there  would  be  no  im¬ 
propriety  in  laying  before  you  fuch  parts  as  were 
moil  correct.  I  beg  you  would  read  it  with  the 
Vet.  I.  E  fame 
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Same  clofc  attention  that  I  wrote  it ;  fi>r  I  never 
was  engaged  in  any  work  that  required  fo  much. 
In  my  other  Speeches,  my  diligence  and  integri¬ 
ty  oniy  were  concerned  ;  in  this  I  had  to  mani- 
Isft  my  patriotifm.  But  while  I  dwelt  with  plea¬ 
sure  upon  the  honour  of  my  native  country,  and 
endeavoured  not  only  to  fupport  its  righ  s,  but 
heighten  its  glory ;  my  oration  fwelled  infenfi- 
bly.  However,  1  beg  you  would  abridge  it,  even 
in  thofe  favourite  topics,  where- ever  you  find 
reafon  to  do  fo  ;  for  when  1  confider  the  great 
delicacy  of  my  readers,  I  am  fenfible  the  fureft 
recommendation  l  can  have  to  their  favour,  is 
by  the  fhortnefs  of  the  trouble  I  give  them.  But 
:.t  the  fame  time  that  I  abandon  my  perform¬ 
ance  to  your  utmoft  feverity  in  this  inllance,  I 
jnuft  afk  quarter  for  it  in  fome  others.  Some 
confideration  ought  to  be  had  to  the  tafte  of 
young  people,  efpecially  where  the  fubjedl  ad¬ 
mits  of  it.  In  view  to  this,  I  have  given  myfelf 
a  latitude  in  the  deferiptions  of  places,  which 
occur  frequently  in  this  performance ;  and  have 
taken  the  liberty  to  treat  them  not  only  hiftori- 
cally,  but  ppetically.  If  any  auftere  critic  fhould 
rake  offence  at  this,  and  think  it  too  florid  for 
the  gravity  of  this  fort  of  eompofitions  ;  the  o- 
ther'parts  of  the  oration  will,  I  truft,  fatisfy  his 
feverity,  and  obtain  indulgence  for  .  thefe  gayer 
colourings.  I  have,  indeed,  endeavoured  to  gain 
my  readers,  by  adapting  my  ftyle  to  their  different 
turns.  And  though  I  am  afraid  there  are  fome 
paflages  that  will  difpleafe  particular  perfons,  as 
not  failing  in  with  their  peculiar  tafte  ;  yet,  upon 
the  whole,  its  variety,  I  imagine,  will  recom¬ 
mend  it  in  general :  as  at  an  elegant  entertain¬ 
ment,  though  we  do  net,  perhaps,  tafte  of  every 
difh,  yet  we  admire  the  general  difpofition  of  the 
whole  :  and  if  we  happen  to  meet  with  fome- 
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fed  however  with  what  is.  I  am  not  fo  vain  as 
to  preiend  I  have  actually  furnilhed  out  fuch  an 
entertainment ;  I  would  be  only  underftood  to 
mean  that  I  have  attempted  to  do  fn.  And  pol- 
fibly  my  attempt  may  not  prove  altogether  fruit- 
lefs,  if  you  will  exercife  your  (kill  upon  \\  hat  I 
now  fend  you,  and  fhall  hereafter  fend.  You 
will  tell  me,  1  know,  that  you  can  form  no  cer¬ 
tain  judgment  till  you  fee  the  whole.  There  is 
fome  truth  in  this,  I  confefs  :  however,  for  the 
prefent  you  may  acquaint  yourfelf  with  this  de¬ 
tached  part,  wherein  you  will  find  fume  things, 
perhaps,  that  will  bear  a  feparate  examination. 
If  you  were  to  be  (hewn  the  head,  or  any  other 
part  of  a  ftatue,  though  you  could  not  deter¬ 
mine  what  proportion  it  bore  to  the  entire  figure, 
yet  you  would  be  able  to  judge  of  the  elegancy  o  f 
that  particular  member.  From  what  other  prin¬ 
ciple  is  it  that  fpecimcns  of  books  are  handed  a- 
bouf,  but  that  it  is  fuppofed  the  beauties  of  par¬ 
ticular  paits  may  be  feen,  without  taking  a  view 
of  the  whole  ?  — The  pleafure  I  receive  in  con- 
verfing  with  you  has  carried  me,  l  perceive,  a 
greater  length  than  I  intended.  But  1  flop  here  j 
for  it  is  not  reafonable  that  1,  who  am  for  fet- 
ting  bounds  even  to  a  fpeech,  fhould  fet  none 
to  a  letter.  Farewell. 

Epj/t.  VI.  F  1.1  ny  to  Avitus-. 

IT  would  be  too  tedious,  and  of  little  import¬ 
ance,  to  tell  you  by  what  accident  I  (who 
am  rot  over-apt  to  run  into  familiarities)  luppai 
lately  with  a  peifon,  who,  in  his  own  opinion,, 
treated  us  with  much  fplendour  and  urcono- 
ni7>  but,  according  to  mine,  in  a  fordid,  yet 
expenfive  manner.  Some  very  elegant  difhes 
were  ferved  up  to  himfclf  and  a  few  more  of  the 
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company  ;  while  thole  which  were  placed  before 
the  reft  were  extremely  mean.  There  were,  in 
fmall  quantities,  three  different  flirts  of  wine  ; 
but  you  are  not  to  fuppofe  it  was,  that  the  guefts 
might  take  their  choice  ;  on  the  contrary,,  that 
they  might  not  chufe  at  all.  The  bell  was  for 
hirr.felf  and  his  friends  of  the  firft  rank  ;  the  next 
for  thole  of  a  lower  order,  (for,  you  muff  know, 
he  meafures  out  his  friendlhip  according  to  the 
degrees  c;f  quality)  ;  and  the  third  for  his  own 
and  his  guefts  fre^d-men.  One  who  fat  near  me 
took  notice  of  this,  and  afkcd  me  how  I  appro¬ 
ved  of  it?  Not  at  all,  I  told  him.  Pray  then, 
laid  he,  what  is  your  method  on  fitch  occafions  ? 
Mine,  I  returned,  is,  to  give  all  my  company 
an  equal  reception  ;  for  when  I  make  an  invita¬ 
tion,  it  is  in  order  to  entertain,  not  to  diftin- 
guifh  my  company  r  I  fet  every  man  upon  a 
level  with  ntyfelf  when  I  admithim  to  my  table, 
not  excepting  even  my  freed-men,  whom  I  look 
upon  at  thole  times  to  be  my  guefts,  as  much  as 
any  of  the  others.  At  this  he  exprefled  fome  fur- 
prife,  and  aQced  me,  if  I  did  not  find  it  a  very 
•expenfive  method  ?  I  allured  him,  not  at  all ; 
and  that  the  whole  fecret  lay,  in  being  contented 
to  drink  no  better  wine  myfelf  than  I  gave  to 
them.  And  certainly,  ifaman  is  wife  enough  to 
moderate  his  own  luxury,  he  will  not  find  it  lb 
very  chargeable  a  thing  to  entertain  all  his  vi- 
fitors  in  general,  as  he  does  himfelf.  Reftrain 
the  delicacy  of  your  own  palate  within  proper 
bounds,  if  you  would  be  an  oeconomift  in  good- 
earneft.  You  will  find  temperance  a  much  bet¬ 
ter  method  of  living  expenfes,  than  fuch  re¬ 
proachful  diftin<ftions.  It  were  pity  a  young  man 
of  your  excellent  difpofition  fhould  be  impofed 
upon  by  the  immodeiate  luxury  which  prevails 
at  fome  tables,  under  the  notion  of  frugality. 
And  whenever  any  foliy  of  this  naturefaOs  with¬ 
in 
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in  my  obfervation,  I  Ihall,  in  confequence  of 
that  affection  I  bear  you,  point  it  out  to  you  as 
an  example  which  you  ought  tolhun.  Remem¬ 
ber,  therefore,  nothing  is  more  to  be  avoided 
than  this  modern  conjunction  of  luxury  and  for- 
didnefs*  qualities  exciemely  odious  when  exift- 
ing  in  diftinCt  characters,  but  much  more  fo 
where  they  meet  together  in  the  fame  perfon. 
Farewell. 

Epijl.  VII.  Pliny  to  Macrisus. 

YEftcrday  the  fenate  decreed,  on  the  motion 
of  the  Emperor,  a  triumphal  ftatue  to  Ve- 
ftricius  Spurinna :  not  as  to  many  others  who 
never  were  in  an  army,  .  never  law  a  camp,  or 
heard  the  found  of  a  trumpet,  unlefs  at  the  pu¬ 
blic  dive.-fions ;  but  as  to  one  who  by  his  fweat, 
his  wounds,  and  his  heroifm,  has  juftly  merited 
that  honour.  Spurinna,  by  the  power  of  his 
arms,  reftored  the-  king  of  the  Bru&eri  to  his 
throne  ;  and  this  by  a  vi&ory  of  all  others  the 
moft  noble  ;  for  he  Itruck  fuch  a  terror  into  that 
warlike  people,  that  they  fubmitted  at  the  very 
firft  view  of  his  troops.  But  at  the  fame  time 
that  the  fenate  rewarded  him  as  a  hero,  they  con- 
fidered  him  as  a  father;  and  as  a  confolation  to¬ 
ll  im  for  the  lofs  of  his  foil  Cottius,  who  died  du¬ 
ring  his  abfence  upon  that  expedition,  they  vo¬ 
ted  likewife  a  ftatue  to  that  excellent  youth.  A 
very  unufual  honour  for  one  of  his  eaily  years  ;■ 
but  the  fervices  of  the  father  well  del'erved  it  ; 
and  fo  fevere  a  wound  required  an  extraordinary 
application.  Indeed  Cottius  himfelf  gave  fo  re¬ 
markable  a  fpecimen  of  the  nobleft  qualities, 
that  it  is  but  reafonable  his  life,  which  had  fo 
fhort  a  period,  fhould  be  extended,  as  it  were, 
by  this  kind  of  immortality.  The  purity  of  his 
manners,  and  the  gravity  of  his  behaviour  crea-- 
K  3.  tea  ' 
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ted  him  fuch  refpedl,  that  he  well  defervcs  to  e- 
qual  thole  venerable  perfons  in  honour,  whom 
he  rivalled  in  virtue:  an  honour,  if  I  miftake 
not,  conferred  not  only  in  memory  of  the  de- 
ceafed  youth,  and  in  confblation  to  the  furvi- 
ving  father,  but  for  the  fake  of  public  example. 
The  young  men  of  this  age  will  be  hence  en¬ 
couraged  to  cultivate  every  worthy  principle, 
when  they  lee  fuch  diftinguifhing  rewards  bc-^ 
flowed  upon  one  of  their  own  years  ;  at  the  fame 
time  that  men  of  quality  wiil'rejoice  in  having  a 
numerous  ifluc,  while  they  may  cxpctSl  the  fatif- 
fadiion  of  leaving  a  worthy  race  behind,  if  their 
children  furvivc  them ;  or  fo  glorious  a  confola- 
tion,  if  they  ftirvive  their  children..  For  the 
lake  of  the  public  therefore  I  am  glad  that  a  fta- 
tue  is  decreed  to  Cottius  :  and  fo  indeed  I  am 
upon  nay  own;  for  I  loved-  this  acccmplifhed 
youth  as  ardently,  as  I  now  tenderly  regret  him. 
it  will  be  a  great  latisfa&ion  to  me  to  fee  this  fi¬ 
gure  every  now  and  then  as  I  pafs  by,  and  to 
(lop  fometimes  to  contemplate  it.  If  there  is  a 
pleafure  in  looking  upon  the  pictures  of.  de¬ 
parted  friends  in  our  own  houfe,  how  much 
more  thofe  public  reprefentations  of  them,  which 
are  not  only  memorials  of  their  air  and  coun¬ 
tenance,  but  of  their  glory  and  honour  ?  Fare¬ 
well. 

Epijf.  VIII.  Pliny  to  Caninius. 

AR  E  you  employed  in  ftudy  ?  arc  you  fifhing  r 
arc  you  hunting  ?  or  do  you  unite  both  to¬ 
gether,  as"  you  well  may  on  the  banks  of  our  favou¬ 
rite  Larius  ?  For  the  lake  affords  fifh  ;  the  wToods 
that  furround  it,  wild  beafts  ;  and  the  fequefler- 
cd  fcene,(.ifE.cientfolitude  for  ftudy.  Whether  you 
are  entertained  with  all,  or  any  of  thefe  agreeable 
amuferrer.ts,  far  be  it  that  1  flrould  fay  1  envy 
vou  ;  but  I  muft  confefs,  I  greatly  regret  that  I 
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cannot  partake  of  them  too;  a  happinefs  I  as  ear- 
neftly  long  for,  as  a  man  in  a  fever  does  for  drink, 
to  allay  his  thirft,  or  baths  and  fountains  to  af- 
fuage  his  heat.  Shall  I  never  break  loofe  (if  I, 
may  not  difentangle  mylelf)  from  thefe  ties  that 
thus  clofely  with-hold  me  ?  I  doubt  indeed,  ne¬ 
ver  :  for  new  affairs  are  daily  increafing,  while 
)  et  the  former  remain  unfinifhed  :  fuch  an  end- 
lefs  train  of  bufinefs  rifes  upon  me,  and  rivets  my 
chains  Hill  fafter  !  Farewell. 

Epi/i.  IX.  Pliny  to  Apollinaius. 

THE  petition  preferred  by  Sextus  Erucius  to 
the  fenate,  makes  me  extremely  anxious. 
I  am  overwhelmed  with  care,  and  I  feel  more  un* 
eafinefs  for  my  friend,  whom  I  confider  as  my 
lecond  lelf,  than  ever  I  did  for  mylelf.  Befides, 
my  credit,  my  charadler,  and  my  dignity  are  in 
fome  meafure  at  flake.  I  obtained  for  him  of 
our  emperor  the  honour  of  wearing  the  laticlave , 
and  the  office  ofquaeftor ;  as  it  was  by  my  intereft: 
that  he  was  indulged,  with  the  privilege  of  peti¬ 
tioning  for  the  tribunate;  which  if  the  fenate 
fhould  refufe  him,  I  am  afraid  it  will  be  thought  I 
impofed  upon  the  emperor.  I  mull;  therefore,  in 
fupport  of  my  own  character,  endeavour,  that 
the  judgment  of  the  public  may  confirm  the  o- 
pinion  which  Caefar  has  conceived  of  him,  by 
my  reprefenration.  But  if  I  were  not  obliged 
for  thefe  reafons  to  intereft  myfelfin  the  fuccess 
of  Erucius,  yet  his  probity,  good  fenfe,  and 
learning  would  incline  me  to  aflift  him  with  my 
utn.oft  power  ;  as  indeed  he  and  his  whole  family 
arc  deler  ving  of  the  higheit  applaufe.  His  father, 
Erucius  Clarus,.  is  a  .nan  of  ftriifl  honour  and 
ancient  fimplicity  of  manners;  an  able,  eloquent, 
and  experienced  advocate,  and  defends  every 
caufe  he  undertakes,  with  a  courage. and  integii- 
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ty  equal  to  his  great  modefty.  Septitius,  his 
uncle,  is  one  of  the  moft  plain,  open,  fincere,  and 
candid  men  1  ever  knew.  There  is  a  friendly 
contention  amongft  them-  who  (hall  (hew  me 
mod  affeftion  ;  which  I  am  perfuaded  they  all 
give  me  in  an  equal  degree.  I  have  now  an  op¬ 
portunity  of  obliging  the  whole  family,  in  the 
fingle  perfon  of  Erucius  ;  for  which  purpofe,  I 
warmly  lblicit  all  my  friends,  go  about  to  every 
place  of  public  refort,  and,  in  a  word,  exert  my 
whole  power  and  credit-  to  ferve  him.  I  mull 
beg  of  you  likewife  to  take  fome  lhare  of  this 
trouble  with  me ;  I  will  return  you  the  fame 
good  office  whenever  you  (hall  require  it,  and 
even  without  your  requeft.  As  you.  have  many 
friends,. admirers,  and  dependents,  it  is  but  (hew¬ 
ing  yourfelf  a  wellwifher  to  Erucius  in  this  af¬ 
fair,  and  numbers  will  be  ready  to  fecund  your 
inclinations.  Farewell.. 

Epiji.  X.  Pliny  to  Octavius. 

OThou  obftinate,  thou  hard-hearted,  nay 
thou  moft  cruel  man,  thus  to  keep  fuch 
excellent  compofitions  lo  long  buried  !  How 
long  do  you  intend  to  deny  us  the  pleafure  of' 
your  verfes,  and  yourfelf  the  glory  of  them  r  Suf¬ 
fer  them,  I  entreat  you,  to  come  abroad,  and  to 
be  admired  ;  as  admired  they  undoubtedly  will  be 
where-ever  the  Roman  language  is  underftood. 
The  public,  believe  me,  has  long  and  earneftly 
expe£ted  them,  and  you  ought  not  to  disappoint 
or  delay  it  any  longer.  Some  few  poems  of 
yours  have  already,  contrary  to  your  inclinations 
indeed,  broke  their  prifon  and  efcapcd  to  light : 
thefe  if  you  do  not  colle£l  together,  fome  peilon 
or  other  will  claim  the  agreeable  wanderers  as 
their  own.  Remember,  my  friend,  the  mortali¬ 
ty  of  human  nature,  and  that  there  is  nothing  lb 
likely- 


of  PLINY. 


Epift.  ii. 


5? 


likely  to  preServe  your  name,  as  a  monument  of 
this  kind;  all  others  areas  frail  and  perishable  as 
the  men  whofe  memory  they  pretend  to  perpe¬ 
tuate.  You  will  fay,  I  fuppofe,  as  ufual.  Let  my 
friends  fee  to  that.  May  you  find  many  whofe 
care,  fidelity,  and  learning  render  them  able  and 
willing  to  undertake  fo  confiderabic  a  charge  ! 
But  furely  it  is  not  altogether  prudent  to  expe£t 
from  others,  what  a  man  will  not  do  for  himfelf. 
However,  as  to  publifliing  of  them,  I  will  prefs 
you  no  farther  ;  be  that  when  you  Shall  think 
proper.  But  let  me,  at  lead;,  prevail  with  you 
to  recite  them,  that  you  may  be  more  difpoSed 
to  fend  them  abroad ;  and  may  receive  the  fatif- 
fa£lion  of  that  applaufe,  which  I  will  venture* 
upon  very  juft  grounds,  to  allure  you  of  before¬ 
hand.  1  pleafe  myfelf  with  imagining  the  croud, 
the  admiration,  the  applauie,  and  even  the  fi- 
lence  that  will  attend  you :  for  the  filence  of  an 
audience,  when  it  proceeds  from  an  earneft  de- 
fir  e  of  hearing,  is  as  agreeable  to  me  as  the  Ioud- 
eft  approbation.  Do  not  then,  by  this  unrea- 
fonable  reServe,  defraud  your  labours  any  longer 
of  a  fruit  fo  certain  and  fodefirable :  if  you  Should, 
the  world,  I  fear,  wilt  be  apt  to  charge  you  with 
careleflhefc.  and  indolence,  or,  perhaps,  with  ti¬ 
midity.  Farewell. 


Epi/l.  XI.  Pliny  to  Arrianus. 

IT  is  uSually  a  pleafure  to  you,  I  know,  to 
hear  of  any  thing  that  is  tranSa&ed  in  the  fe- 
nate,  becoming  the  dignity  of  that  auguft  aSTem- 
bly :  for  though  love  of  eaSe  has  called  you  into, 
retirement,  your  heart  ftill  retains  its  zeal  for  the 
honour  of  the  public.  Accept  then  the  follow¬ 
ing  account  of  what  lately  pafled  in  that  vene¬ 
rable  body:  a  tranfaclion  for  ever  memorable 
by  its.  importance,  and  not  only  remarkable  by. 
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the  quality  of  the  perfon  concerned,  but  ufeful 
by  the  feverity  of  the  example.  Marius  Pri- 
fcus,  formerly  proconful  of  Africa,  being  impeach¬ 
ed  by  that  province,  inflead  of  entering  upon 
his  defence,  petitioned  that  a  commiffion  of  fe- 
ledl  judges  might  be  appointed  for  his  trial. 
Cornelius  Tacitus  and  myfelf,  being  afligned 
by  the  fenate  counfel  f,  r  that  province,  thought 
it  our  duty  to  inform  t'..  houfe,  that  the  crimes 
alleged  againll  Prifcus,  were  of  too  atrocious  a 
nature  to  fall  within  the  cognifance  of  an  infe¬ 
rior  court :  for  he  was  ;  barged  with  venality  in 
the  adminiftrution  of  jnd.cc,  and  even  felling  the 
lives  of  the  innocent.  Fronto  Catius  flood  up 
in  his  favour,  and  moved  that  the  whole  inquiry 
might  be  confined  to  the  {ingle  article  of  bribery  ; 
difplaying  upon  this  occaiion  all  the  force  of  that 
pathetic  eloquence  he  is  mailer  of,  in  order  to 
raife  the  companion  of  the  fenate.  The  debates- 
grew  warm,  and.  the  members  were  much  divi¬ 
ded  in  their  fentiments.  Some  were  of  opinion, 
that  it  was  a  matter  which  did  not  legally  come 
under  the  inquiry  of  the  fenate :  others,  that  the 
houfe  was  at  liberty  to  proceed  upon  it,  or  not, 
as  it  faw  proper ;  and  that  the  method  of  bring¬ 
ing  him  to  puniihment  ought  to  be  as  extraor¬ 
dinary  as  his  crimes.  At  Taft  Julius  Ferox,  the 
conful  eledl,  a  man  of  great  worth  and  integri¬ 
ty,  propolcd  that  judges  fhould  be  granted  him 
provifionally,  and  in  the  mean  while,  that  thofe 
perfons  fhould  be  proceeded  againft,  to  whom  it 
was  alleged  he  had  fold  innocent  blood.  Not 
only  the  majority  of  the  fenate  gave  into  this  o- 
pinion  ;  but,  after  all  the  contention  that  had 
been  railed,.  it  was  unanimoufly  received.  From 
whence  1  could  not  but  obferve,  that  fentiments 
of  companion,  though  they  at  firft  operate  with 
great  violence,  fubiide  at  length,  and  give  way 
to  the  cool  dictates  of  reafbn  and  judgment 
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thus  it  happens,  that  numbers  will  defend  by 
joining  in  the  general  cry,  what  they  would  ne¬ 
ver  calmly  propofe  by  themlelves.  The  truth 
is,  there  is  no  difeerning  an  objetft  in  a  croud  ; 
one  mud  take  it  afide,  if  one  would  view  it  in 
its  true  light.  Vitcllius  Honoratus,  and  Flavius 
Marcianus,  the  perfons  who  were  ordered  to  be 
fummoned,  were  brought  before  the  houfe. 
Honoratus  was  charged  with  having  given  three 
hundred  thoufand  lefterces  to  procure  a  fentence 
of  banifhment  againft  a  Roman  knight,  as  alfo 
the  capital  conviction  of  feven  of  his  friends. 
Againft  Marcianus  it  was  alleged,  that  he  gave 
feven  hundred  thoufand,  that  another  Roman 
knight  might  be  condemned  to  fuffer  various 
tortures  ;  which  was  accordingly  executed,  and 
the  unhappy  man  was  firft  whipped,  afterwards 
lent  to  work  in  the  mines,  and  at  laft  ftrangled 
in  prifon.  But  the  death  of  Honoratus  prevent¬ 
ed  the  juftice  of  the  fenate  upon  him.  Marci¬ 
anus  however  appeared,  but  without  Prifcus. 
T utius  Cerealis,  therefore,  who  had  been  former¬ 
ly  conful,  thought  proper  to  move,  that  Piifcus, 
agreeably  to  his  privilege  as  a  fenator,  might 
have  notice  of  what  they  were  going  upon : 
whether  it  was  becauic  he  thought  his  being  pre- 
fent  would  raife  more  companion,  or  more  re  fen  t- 
ment  towards  him  ;  or  becaufe,  as  I  am  inclined 
to  believe,  he  thought  it  moft  equitable,  as  (he 
charge  was  againft  them  both,  fo  they  fhould 
both  join  in  the  defence,  and  be  acquitted  or 
condemned  together.  The  affair  was  adjourn¬ 
ed  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  fenate,  which  was 
the  moft  auguft  and  folemn  I  was  ever  prefent 
at.  The  emperor  himfelf  (for  he  was  conful) 
prefided.  It  happened  likewile  to  be  the  month 
of  January,  a  feafon  remarkable  upon  many  ac¬ 
counts,  and  particularly  for  the  great  number  of 
fenators  it  always  brings  together:  moreover,  the 
importance 
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importance  of  the  caufe,  the  noife  it  had  made 
in  the  world,  the  expedlation  that  had  been  rai- 
fed  by  the  feveral  adjournments,  together  with 
that  innate  difpofition  in  mankind  to  acquaint 
themfelves  with  every  thing  great  and  uncom¬ 
mon,  drew  the  people  together  fiom  all  parts. 
Image  to  yourfelf  the  concern  and  anxiety  we, 
who  were  to  fpeak  before  fuch  an  awful  aflembly, 
and  in  the  prefence  of  the  prince,  muft  feel.  I 
have  often  pleaded  in  the  fenate ;  as  indeed  there 
is  no  place  where  I  am  more  favourably  heard  ; 
yet,  as  if  the  feene  had  been  entirely  new  to  me, 
I  found  myfelf  under  an  unufual  fear  upon  this 
occafion.  Befidcs,  there  was  fomething  in  the 
circumflances  of  the  perfon  accufed,  which  add¬ 
ed  confiderably  to  the  difficulties  I  laboured  un¬ 
der  :  a  man,  once  of  confular  dignity,  and  a 
member  of  thefacred  college,  now  flood  before  me 
Gripped  of  all  his  honours.  It  was  a  painful 
office,  I  thought,  to  accufe  one  who  appeared  al¬ 
ready  condemned  ;  and  for  whom  therefore,  tho’ 
his  crimes  were  enormous,  compaffion  took  its 
turn,  and  feemed  to  plead  in  his  behalf.  How¬ 
ever,  I  collected  myfelf  enough  to  begin  my 
fpeech  ;  and  the  applaufe  I  received,  was  equal  to 
the  fears  I  had  fufiered.  I  fpoke  almoft  five  hours 
fucceffively,  (for  they  indulged  me  above  an  hour 
beyond  the  time  at firfl  allotted  to  me)  ;  and  what 
at  my  firfl  fetting  out  had  moft  contributed 
to  raife  my  apprehenfions,  proved  in  the  event 
greatly  to  my  advantage.  The  goodnefs,  the 
care  of  the  emperor  (I  dare  not  fay  his  anxiety) 
were  fo  great  towards  me,  that  he  frequently 
fpoke  to  one  of  my  attendants,  who  flood  be¬ 
hind  me,  to  defire  me  tofpare  myfelf ;  imagining 
1  fhould  exert  my  ftrength  beyond  what  the 
weaknefs  of  my  conftirution  would  admit.  Clau¬ 
dius  Marcellinus  replied  in  behalf  of  Marcianus. 
After,  which  the  aflembly  broke  up  till  the  next 
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day ;  for  the  evening  coming  oil,  there  was  not 
time  to  proceed  farther.  The  next  day,  Salvius 
Liberalis,  it  very  clear,  artful,  fpirited,  and  elo¬ 
quent  orator,  fpoke  in  defence  of  Prilcus :  and 
he  exerted  all  his  talents  upon  this  occafion.  C. 
Tacitus  replied  to  him  with  great  eloquence,  and 
a  certain  dignity  which  diftinguifnrs  all  his 
fpeeches.  Fronto  Catius  arofe  up  a  fecond  time 
forPrifcus,  and,  in  a  very  fine  fpeech,  endeavour¬ 
ed,  as  indeed  the  cafe  required,  rather  to  foften 
the  judges,  than  defend  his  client.  The  even¬ 
ing  coming  on,  the  fenate  proceeded  no  farther 
that  day ;  but  met  the  next,  and  entered  upon  the 
proofs,  it  was  fomething  very  noble,  and  worthy 
of  ancient  Rome,  to  fee  the  fenare,  adjourned 
only  by  the  night,  thus  ailemble  for  three  days 
together.  The  excellent  Corriutus  Tertullus, 
canful  ele£t,  ever  firm  in  the  cr.u(e  of  truth, 
moved  that  Marius  Ihould  pay  into  the  treafury 
the  700,000  fefterces  he  had  received,  and  be 
banimed  Italy.  He  was  for  extending  the  fen- 
tence  ftill  farther  againft  Marcianus,  and  banifh- 
inghim  even  Africa.  He  concluded  with  faying, 
that  Tacitus  and  I  having  faithfully  and  diligent¬ 
ly  difeharged  the  parts  affigned  to  us,  the  fenate 
declared,  we  had-cxecuted  our  truft  to  their  fa  - if- 
fa£lion.  The  confuls  ele£f,  and  thofe  who  had 
already  enjoyed  that  office,  agreed  with  Tertul- 
ius,  except  Pompeius  :  fee  propofed  that  Prifcus 
fliould  pay  the  feven  hundred  thoufand  feflerccs 
into  the  treafury,  but  to  fufier  no  other  punifii- 
ment  than  what  had  been  already  infli&ed  upon 
him  for  extortion  :  as  for  Marcianus,  he  was  for 
having  him  banifhed  for  five  years  only.  There 
was  a  large  party  for  both  opinions,  and  perhaps 
the  majority  fecretly  inclined  to  the  milder  fen- 
tence;  for  many  of  thofe  who  appeared  at  firft 
to  agree  with  Tertullus,  feemed  afterwaids  to 
join  with  Pompeius.  But.  uponadivifion  of  the 
Vol.  I.  F  houle. 
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houfe,  all  thofc  who  flood  near  the  confuls,  went 
over  to  the  fide  of  Tertuilus.  Pompeius’s  party 
obferving  this,  deferted  him,  and  went  over  too; 
fb  that  he  was  extremely  exafperated  againft 
thofe  who  had  urged  him  to  this  vote,  particu¬ 
larly  againft  Rcgulus,  whom  he  upbraided  for 
abandoning  of  him  in  a  ftep,  which  he  himfelf 
had  advifed.  There  is,  indeed,  fuch  an  incon- 
fiftency  in  the  general  character  of  Regulus,  that 
he  is  at  once  both  bold  and  timorous.  Thus  ended 
this  important  trial;  but  there  remains  a  cor.fi- 
derable  part  of  the  bufitiefs  ftill  behind.  It  is 
concerning  Hoftilius  Firminus,  lieutenant  to 
Marius  Prifcus,  who  is  ftrongly  charged  with 
being  an  accomplice  with  him  :  for  it  appears  by 
the  accounts  of  Marcianus,  and  by  afpecch  which 
he  made  in  an  affembly  of  the  people  at  Lcptis, 
that  he  had  exadled  fifty  thoufand  denarii  of  Mar¬ 
cianus  ;  that  he  was  otherwife  acceflary  to  the 
wicked  adminiftration  of  Prifcus ;  and  that  he 
received  ten  thoufand  fefterces  under  the  title  of 
his  perfumer ;  an  office  perfectly  adapted  to  one 
of  his  effeminate  delicacy.  It  was  agreed,  at  the 
motion,  of  Tertullus,  to  proceed  againft  him,  at 
the  next  meeting'  of  the  ft n ate  ;  for,  either  by 
accident  or  defign,  he  was  at  this  time  abfent. — 
Thus  have  1  given  you  an  account  of  what  is 
doing  in  town.  Let  me  know,  in  return,  the 
news  of  the  country';  how  your  groves  and  your 
vineyards,  your  corn  and  your  fine  flocks  oflhcep 
flourifh  ?  In  a  word,  if  you  do  not  fend  rr.e  a 
long  letter,  you  muft  expert  to  be  punifbed  in 
your  own  way,  and  to  receive  from  me,  for  the 
future,  npne  but  Ihort  ones.  Farewell. 

Epijl.  XII.  Pliny  to  Arrianus. 

THE  remainder  of  the  public  inquiry  which 
I  mentioned  to  you  in  my  laft  letter  con¬ 
cerning 
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cerning  the  affair  of  Marius  Prif  :us,'  i  at  laft,  I 
will  not  fay  completed  as  it  ought,  however  it  is 
finifhed.  Firminus  being  brought  before  the 
fenate,  made  fuch  a  fort  of  defence  as  a  man 
generally  does  who  is  found  guilty.  The  con- 
i'uls  elect  were  much  divided  what  judgment  to 
give.  Cornutus  Tertullus  moved  he  fhould  be 
expelled  the  fenate  :  but  Nerva,  with  wondrous 
acutenel’s  !  propofed,  that  he  fhould  be  only 
declared  for  ever  incapable  of  holding  the  oflico 
of  proconful:  and  this,  as  it  had  the  appearance 
of  a  milder  ientence,  prevailed  ;  though  in  truth 
it  is  of  all  others  the  molt  fevere.  For  can  any 
fituation  be  more  wretched,  than  to  be  obliged 
to  undergo  the  fatigue  of  a  member  of  the  fenate,- 
at  the  fame  time  that  one  is  cut  off  from  all 
hopes  of  enjoying  thofe  honours  to  which  a 
fenator  is  entiled?  And  after  having  received 
fuch  an  ignominy,  were  it  not  better  to  be  for  ever 
buried  in  retirement,  than  to  be  marked  out  by 
fo  confpicuous  a  ftaticn,  to  the  view  and  fcorn 
of  the  world  ?  Befides,  to  confider  this  with  re- 
fpedt  to  the  public,  what  can  be  more  unbeco¬ 
ming  the  majefty  of  the  fenate,  than  to  fuller  a 
perfon  to  retain  a  feat  in  that  auguft  aflembly, 
arter  having  been  publicly  cenfured  by  it  ?' 
What  can  be  more  indecent  than  for  the  criminal 
to  be  ranked  with  his  judges?  for  a  man  excluded 
the  proconfulfhip,  becaufe  he  behaved  infamoufly 
as  a  lieutenant,  to  fit  in  judgment  upon  procon- 
fuls  ?  for  one  proved  guilty  of  extortion,  to  con¬ 
demn  or  acquit  others  of  the  like  crimes  ?  Yet 
thefe  refledfions,  it  feems,  made  no  impreflion 
upon  the  majority.  Votes  go  by  number,  not 
weight;  nor  can  it  be  otherwile  in  aflemblies  of 
this  kind,  where  nothing  is  more  unequal  than- 
that  equality  which  prevails  in  them  ;  for  though 
every  member  has  the  fame  right  of  fuffrage,- 
every  member  has  not  the  fame  flrength  of judg- 
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ment  to  diredt  it.  I  have  thus  difcharged  the 
promife  I  gave  you  in  my  Iaft  letter,  which  by 
this  time  I  imagine  (unlcfs  any  accident  has  be¬ 
fallen  the  mellenger)  has  reached  your  hands  ; 
for  1  trulled  the  conveyance  of  it  to  one,  of  whole 
diligence  and  fidelity  1  am  well,  allured.  I  hope 
yo.j  will  now,  on  your  part,  make  me  as  full  a 
return  for  this  and  my  former,  as  the  feene  you 
ate  in  will  permit.  FatewclL 

Epiji.  XIII.  Pliny  to  Priscus. 

AS  I  know  you  moll  eagerly  take  every  oc- 
caiion  to  oblige  me,  lb  there  is  no  man 
to  whom  I  had  with  more  pleafure  lay  myfelf 
under  an  obligation.  Thele  two  reafons,  there¬ 
fore,  have  determined  me  to  apply  to  you,  pre¬ 
ferably  to  any  body  elfe,  for  a  favour  which  I  am 
extremely  defirous  of  obtaining.  You  who  have 
the  command  of  a  very  confiderable  army,  have 
thereby  many  opportunities  of  conferring  bene¬ 
fits  ;  and  the  length  of  time  you  have  enjoyed 
that  poll,  mull  have  enabled  you  to  bs&C'.Y  fa¬ 
vours  upon  all  your  own  friends.  I  hope  you 
will  now  turn  your  eyes  upon  fbrhe  of  mine : 
they  are  but  a  few  indeed,  for  whom  I  fhall  lo- 
licit  you ;  though  your  generous  difpolltion,  I 
know,  would  be  better  pteafed  if  the  number 
were  greater.  But  it  would  ill  become  me  to 
trouble  you  with  recommending  more  than  one 
or  two  :  at  prefent  I  will  only  mention  Voco- 
r.ius  Romanus.  His  father  was  of  great  difiinc- 
tion  among  the  Roman  knights  ;  and  his  father- 
in-law,  or,  as  1  might  more  properly  call  him, 
his  fecond  father,  (for  his  aftedtionate  treatment 
of  Voconius  entitles  him  to  that  appellation), 
was  Hill  confpicuous.  His  mother  was  one 
of  the  moll  confiderable  ladies  of  Upper  Spain  : 
you  know  what  character  the  people  of  that  pro¬ 
vince 
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vince  bear,  and  how  remarkable  they  are  for  the 
ftridtnefs  of  their  manners.  As  for  himfelf,  he 
has  been  lately  admitted  into  the  lacred  order  of 
piiefthood.  Our  friendfhip  began  with  our  flu- 
dies,  and  we  were  early  united  in  the  clofell:  in¬ 
timacy.  We  lived  together  under  the  fame  roof, 
in  town  and  country  ;  as  he  fhared  with  me  my 
mod  ferious  and  my  gayeft  hours  :  and  where, 
indeed,  could  I  have  found  a  more  faithful  friend, 
or  more  agreeable  companion  ?  In  his  converfa- 
tion,  and  even  in  his  very  voice  and  counte¬ 
nance,  there  is  the  mofl  amiable  fweetnefs  ;  as 
at  the  bar  he  difeovers  an  olevated  genius,  an  ea- 
fy  and  harmonious  elocution,  a  clear  and  pene¬ 
trating  apprehenfion.  He  has  fb  happy  a  turn 
for'*  epiftolary  writing,  that  were  you  to  read 
his 

*'  It  appears  from  this,  and  forr.e  other  paflages  in 
thefe  letters,  that  the  art  of  epiftolary  writing  was 
efteemed  by  the  Romans,  in  the  number  of  liberal 
and  polite  accomplifhrncnts ;  and  we  find  Cicero  ■ 
mentioning  with  great  pjeafure.  in  fomeof  his  letters 
to  Abacus,  the  elegant  fpecimen  he  had  received 
from  his  ibn,  of  his  genius  in  this  way.  [ad  Att. 
1.  xv.  16.  17.]  It  feems  indeed  to  have  formed  part 
of  their  education  ;  as,  in  the  opinion  of  Mr  Locke, 
it  well  defcrves  to  have  a  fhare  in  ours.  “ '  The  wri- 
“  ting  of  letters  (as  that  judicious  author  obferves) 
“  enters  fo  much  into  all  the  occafions  of  life,-  that 
“  no  gentleman  can  avoid  fliewing  himfelf  in  com- 
“  pefitions  of  this  kind.  Occurrences  will  daily 
“  force  him  to  make  this  ufe  of  his  pen,  which  lays 
“  open  his  breeding,  his  fenfe,  and  his  abilities,  to 
“  a  feverer  examination  than  any  oral  difeourfe.” 
[Treat,  on  educ.  86.]  Pliny  was  of  the  fame  opi¬ 
nion  ;  for  in  a  fubfequent  *  letter,  wherein  he  lays 
down  a  method  of  Jftudy  to  one- who  delired  his  fenti- 
ments  upon  that  head,  he  particularly  recommends 

*  Book  7.  let.  9, 
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his  letters,  you  would  imagine  they  had  been 
dictated  by  the  mufes  themfelves.  I  love  him 
with  a  more  than  common  affection,  and  1  know 
he  returns  it  with  equal  ardour.  Even  in  the  ear¬ 
lier  part  of  our  lives,  I  warmly  embraced  every 

to  him  performances  of  this  kind.  It  is  to  be  won¬ 
dered  we  have  fo  few  writers  in  cer  own  language, 
who  deferve  to  be  pointed  out  as  models  upon  fuch 
an  occafion.  After  having  named  Sir  William  Tem¬ 
ple,  it  would  be  difficult,  perhaps,  to  add  a  feernd. 
The  elegant  writer  of  Mr  Cowley’s  life,  mentions 
him  as  excelling  in  this  uncommon  talent ;  but  as 
that  author  declares  himfulf  of  opinion,  “  That  let- 
“  tors  which  pafs  between  familiar  friends,  if  they 
“  are  written  ns  they  Ihould  be,  can  fcarce  ever  be 
“  fit  to  fee  the  light,”  the  world  is  unluckily  depri¬ 
ved  of  what,  no  doubt,  would  have  been  well  worth 
its  ir.fpeftion.  A  late  diftinguifhed  genius  treats  the 
very  attempt  as  ridiculous,  and  profefles  himfelf 
“  a  mortal  enemy  tp  what  they  call  a  fine  letter,” 
His  averfien  however  was  not  fo  ftrong  but  he  knew 
how  to  conquer  it  when  he  thought  proper,  and  the 
letter  which  clofes  his  correfpondence  with  Bilhop 
Atterbury,  is,  perhaps,  the  moll  genteel  and  manly 
addrefs  that  ever  w  as  penned  to  a  Friend  in  dilgrace. 
The  truth  is,  a  fine  letter  does  not  confift  in  faying 
fine  things,  but  expr<  fling  ordinary  ones  in  an  un¬ 
common  manner.  It  is  the  proprie  communia  dicere, 
the  art  of  giving  grace  ar.d  elegance  to  familiar  oc¬ 
currences,  that  conititutes  the  merit  of  this  kind  of 
writing.  Mr  Gay’s  letter  concerning  the  two  lovers 
•who  were  ftruck  dead  with  the  fame  flalh  of  light¬ 
ning,  is  a  mafterpiece  of  the  flirt  ;  and  the  fpecimen 
he  has  there  given  of  his  talents  for  this  fpecies  of 
compofition,  makes  it  much  to  be  regretted  we  have 
not  more  from  the  fame  hand  :  we  might  then  have 
equalled,  if  not  excelled,  our  neighbours  the  French 
in  this,  as  we  have  in  every  other  branch  of-  polite 
literature,  ar.d  have>  found  a  name  among  our  own 
countrymen  to  mention  with  the  eafy  Voiture. 

opportunity 
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opportunity  of  doing  him  all  the  good  offices 
which  then  lay  in  my  power ;  as  1  have  lately 
obtained  for  him  of  the  emperor,  the  privilege' 
granted  to  thole  who  have  three  children  :  a  fa¬ 
vour,  which  though  Caefar  very  rarely  bellows, 
and  always  with  great  caution,  yet  he  conferred, 
at  my  requeft,  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  give  it 
the  air  and  grace  of  being  his  own  choice.  The 
belt  way  of  Ihewing  that  I  think  he  deferves  the 
obligations  he  has  already  received  from  me,  is,, 
by  adding  more  to  them,  cfpecially  as  he  always 
accepts  my  good  offices  with  fo  much  gratitude 
as  to  merit  farther.  Thus  I  have  given  you  a- 
faithful  account  of  Romanus,  and  informed  you 
how  thoroughly  I  have  experienced  his  worth* 
and  how  much  I  love  him.  Let  me  entreat  you 
to  honour  him  with  your  patronage  in  a  way 
fuitable  to  the  generohty  of  your  heart,  and  the 
eminence  of  your  ftation.  But,  above  all,  admit 
him  into  a  (hare  of  your  affedtion  j  for  though 
you  were  tp  confer  upon  him  the  utmoft  you 
have  in  your  power  to  bellow,  you  can  give 
him  n-. thing  fo  valuable  as  your  friendlhip.  That 
you  may  fee  he  is  worthy  of  it,  even  to  the 
higheft  degree  of  intimacy,  I  have  fent  you  thb 
Ihorr  Iketch.of  his  character.  I  ihould  continue, 
my  interceflions  in  his  lehalf,  but  that  I  am  fure 
you  do  not  love  to  be  prefled,  and  I  have  alrea¬ 
dy  repeated  them  in  every  line  of  this  lettter : 
for  to  Ihew  a  juft  realbn  for  what  one  afks,  is 
to  intercede  in  the  llrongeft  manner.  Farewell. 


Eptji.  XIV.  Pliny  to  Maximus. 

YOU  judged  right :  I  am  a  good  deal  tired 
with  pleading  before  the  centumviri.  The 
bulinefs  one  is  engaged  in  there,  has  more  of  fa¬ 
tigue  than  pleafure.  The  caules  are  generally  of 
fmall  moment,  and  it  is  very  feldom  that  any 
thing 
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thing  confiderable,  either  from  the  importance 
of  the  queftion,  or  the  rank  of  the  perfons  con¬ 
cerned,  comes  before  them.  There  is  this  far¬ 
ther  difagreeabie  circumltance  attending  it,  that 
there  are  veiy  few  lawyers  who  frequent  this 
court,  with  whom  I  can  take  any  fort  of  fatisfac- 
tion  in  being  engaged.  The  greater  part  is  com- 
pofed  of  a  parcel  of  impudent,  obfeure  young 
men,  who  come  hither  raw  and  unpratfiled 
from  the  fchools,  with  lb  much  irreverence  and 
impropriety,  that  my  friend  Attilius  with  great 
jufineis  obl'ervtd,  “  our  youth  let  out  at  the  bar 
“  with  centumviral  caufes,  as  they  do  at  fchool 
“  with  Homer,”  intimating,  that  in  both  pla¬ 
ces  they  begin  where  they  Ihould  end.  But  in 
former  times,  (to  ufe  an  old  man’s  phrafe),  it 
was  not  cuflomary  for  the  youth,  even  of  the 
beft  families,  to  appear  in  this  court,  unlefs  in¬ 
troduced  by  fome  perlbn  of  conlular  dignity  :  fo 
much  refpedl  did  our  anceftors  bear  to  this  noble 
profeflion.  But  now,  fince  every  fence  of  mo- 
deity  and  reverence  is  broken  down,  and  all  dif- 
tinclions  levelled  and  confounded,  the  youth  of 
our  days  are  lo  far  from  waiting  to  be  introdu¬ 
ced,  that  they  rudely  rulh  in  uninvited.  The 
audience  that  follow  them  are  fit  attendants  for 
fhch  orators  ;  a  low  rout  of  hired  mercenaries, 
afiembling  themlelvcs  in  the  middle  of  the  court, 
where  the  dole  is  dealt  round  to  them  as  openly, 
as  if  they  were  in  a  dining-room  :  and  at  this  no¬ 
ble  price  they  run  from  court  to  court  !  The 
Greeks  have  a  name  in  their  language  for  this 
fort- of  people,  importing  that  they  are  applaud- 
ers  by  profeflion  ;  and  we  fligmatize  them  with 
the  opprobrious  title  of  table-flatterers  :  yet  the 
meannefs  alluded  to  in  both  languages  increafes- 
every  day.  It  was  but  yefterday,  two  of  my  fer- 
vants,  mere  ftziplings,  were  hired  for  this  good¬ 
ly 


Epift.  14.  cf  P  L  I  N  Y.  69 

1 y  office  at  othe  price  of  three  *  denarii :  fuch  is 
the  eafy  purchase  of  eloquence  1  Upon  thefe  ho¬ 
nourable  terms,  we  fill  our  benches  and  gather 
a  circle  ;  and  thus  it  is  thofe  unmerciful  fhouts- 
are  raifed,  when  a  man  who  Hands  in  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  the  ring  gives  the  word.  For  you  mull 
know,  thtfe  honeft  fellows  who  underltand  no¬ 
thing  of  what  is  faid,  or  if  they  did,  could  not 
hear  it,  would  be  at  a  lofs,  without  a  fignal, 
how  to  time  their  applaufe ;  for  thofe  that  do  not 
hear  a  fyllable  are  as  clamorous  as  any  of  the 
reft.  If  at  any  time  you  ihculd  happen  to  pafs 
by  while  the  court  is  fitting,  and  would  know 
the  merit  of  any  of  our  advocates,  you  have  no 
occafton  to  give  yourfelf  the  trouble  of  liftening 
to  them  :  take  it  for  a  rule,  he  that  has  the 
loudeft  commendations,  deferves  them  the  leaft: 
Largius  Licinius  was  the  firft  who  gave  rife  to 
this  cultom  5  but  then  he  went  no  farther  than 
to  folicit  an  audience.  I  remember  to  have 
heard  my  tutor  Quip&ilian  fay,  that  Domitius 
Afer,  as  he  was  pleading  before  the  CCJltliSU. 
viri  with  his  ufual  grave~and  folemn  manner, 
heard  on  a  fudden  a  moft  immoderate  and 
unufual  noife  j  being  a  good  deal  furprifed  he 
left  off :  the  clamour  ceafed,  and  he  began  a- 
gain  :  he  was  interrupted  a  fecond  time,  and  a 
third.  At  laft  he  inquired  who  it  was  that 
was  fpeaking  ?  He  was  told,  Licinius.  -Alas  ! 
faid  he,  eloquence  is  no  more!  The  truth  is,  it 
then  only  began  to  decline,  when,  in  Afer’s 
opinion,  it  was  entirely  perifhed  :  whereas,  now 
it  is  almoft  utterly  loft  and  extindl.  I  am 
afhamed  to  fay  with  what  an  unmanly  elocution 
the  orators  deliver  themfelvcs,  and  with  what 
a  fqiieaking  applaufe  they  are  received  ;  no- 

*  About  one  fhilling  and  eleven  pence  farthing 
of  our  money. 
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thing  Lems  wanting  to  complete  this  fing-fong 
oratory,  but  the  claps,  or  rather  the  mufic  of 
the  ftage.  At  prefcnr  we  chufe  to  cxprefs  our 
admiration  by  a  kind  of  howling,  (for  I  can 
call  it  by  no  other  term),  which  would  be  inde¬ 
cent  even  in  the  theatre.  Hitherto  the  intereft 
of  my  friends,  and  th;  confidcration  of  my  ear¬ 
ly  time  of  life  has  retained  me  in  this  court  :  for 
it  would  be  thought,  I  fear,  rather  to  proceed 
from  indolence  than  a  juft  indignation  at  thefe 
indecencies,  were  I  yet  to  leave  it :  however,  I 
come  there  lefs  frequently  than  ufual,  and  am 
thus  making  a  gradual  retreat.  Farewell. 

Epijl.  XV.  Pliny  to  Valerianus. 

TEII  us,  how  does  your  Marfian  eftate  pleafe 
you,  which  you  bought  long  ago  ?  How 
do  you  like  your  new  purchafe  ?  Are  all  thefe 
lands  as  fair  in  your  eye,  fince  they  became  your 
property,  as  they  were  before  ?  For,  to  fay  truth, 
it  feldom  happens,  that  what  is  already  poflefled, 
proves  lo  agreeable,  as  when  it  was  only  in  wifh 
and  profpedt. 

My  mother’s  eftate  does  not  at  all  fuit  me  in 
its  fituation  ;  but  it  pleafes  me,  becaufe  it  was 
hers.  And  now  time  and  patience  have  accu- 
ftomed  and  hardened  me  to  bear  all  the  inconve- 
niencies  arifingfrom  it;  for,  by  having  had  con- 
ttant  complaints  to  make,  I  am  grown  abfolute- 
ly  afhamed  of  complaining.  Farewell. 

Epi/i.  XVI.  Pliny  to  Annianus. 

~1^7Tth  your  ufual  attention  to  my  affairs, 
V  V  you  admonifh  me  not  to  look  upon  the 
codicils  of  Acilianus,  who  has  appointed  me 
his  heir  ex  parte ,  as  legal ;  becaufe  they  are  not 
confirmed  by  the  will  itfclf.  This  is  a  point  of 
law. 
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law,  with  which  I  r.m  very  well  acquainted:  and 
it  is  known  even  by  thofe,  who  know  little  elfe. 
But  I  have  always  laid  it  down  as  a  rule  to  myrelf, 
never  to  difobey  the  will  of  the  dead  ;  but  to  adt 
under  every  will,  though  it  Ihould  be  defe&ive  in 
point  of  form,  as  if  it  had  been  perfected  and 
valid.  However,  the  codicils  were  all  written 
by  Acilianus’s  own  hand ;  and  though  they  are 
not  confirmed  by  the  will  itfclf,  they  ought  to  be 
looked  upon  by  me,  in  the  fame  light  as  if  they 
needed  no  fuch authority  ;  efpecially,  as  there  is  no 
room  for  an  information  to  be  lodged  againft  me. 
If  indeed  there  was  any  danger,  that  what  1  gave 
away,  would  be  forfeited  to  the  public,  1  ought  to 
a£t  with  lefs  hafte,  and  with  more  caution  :  but, 
when  it  is  entirely  in  the  power  of  an  heir  to  dif- 
pofc  of  whatever  falls  to  him  by  inheritance,  I 
am  under  no  neceflity  to  break  through  my  own 
private  rule,  fincc  it  is  not  repugnant  to  any 
public  inffitution.  Farewell. 

Epi/f.  XVII.  Pliny  to  Callus. 

■y  O  U  wonder,  why  I  am  fo  very  fond  of  my 
JL  Laurcntinum,  or  (if  you  had  rather  call  it 
fo)  my  Laurens :  but  your  wonder  will  ceafe, 
when  I  acquaint  you  with  the  beauty  of  the  villa, 
the  advantages  of  its  fituation,  and  the  extenfive 
profpe£t  of  the  fea-coaft.  It  is  but  feventeen 
miles  diftant  from  Rome  ;  fo  that  having  finilhed 
ir,y  affairs  in  town,  I  can  pafs  my  evenings  here 
without  breaking  in  upon  the  bulinefs  of  the  day. 
7'here  are  two  different  roads  to  it;  if  ycu  go  by 
that  of  Laurentum,  you  muff  turn  off  ar  the  four¬ 
teenth  mile-ftone  ;  ifbyOftia,  at  the  nth.  Both 
of  them  are  in  fome  parts  fandy,  which  makes  it 
fiomething  heavy'  and  tedious  if  you  travel  in  a 
coach,  but  eafy  and  pleafant  to  thole  who  ride. 
Thelandfcape  on  all  lides  is  extremely  diverfified, 
the  prolpeft  in  lbme  places  being  confined  by 
woods, 
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woods,  in  others  extending  over  large  and  beauti¬ 
ful  meadows,  where  numberlefs  flocks  of  fheep 
and  herds  of  cattle,  which  the  feveritv  of  the 
winter  has  drove  from  the  mountains,  fatten  in 
the  vernal  warmth  of  this  rich  pafturage.  My 
villa  is  large  enough  to  afford  o-nvenicncies, 
without  being  extenlive.  The  porch  before  it 
is  plain,  but  not  mean,  through  which  you  enter 
into  a  portico  in  the  form  of  the  letter  D,  which 
includes  a  fmall,  but  agreeable  area.  This  af¬ 
fords  a  very  commodious  retreat  in  bad  weather, 
not  only  as  it  is  inclofed  with  windows,  but  par¬ 
ticularly  as  it  isfheltered  by  an  extraordinary  pro¬ 
jection  of  the  roof.  From  the  middle  of  this  portico 
you  pafs  into  an  inward  court  extremely  plcafant, 
and  from  thence  into  a  handfome  hall  which 
runs  out  towards  the  fca;  fo  that  when  there  is 
a  fouth-weft  wind  it  is  gently  wafhsd  with  the 
waves,  which  fpend  themfelves  at  the  foot  of  it. 
On  every  fide  of  this  hall  there  are  either  folding- 
doors  or  windows  equally  large,  by  which  means 
you  have  a  view  from  the  front  and  the  two  fidcs, 
as  it  were  of  three  different  feas:  from  the  back 
part  you  fee  the  middle  court,  the  portico  and 
the  area  ;  and  by  another  view  you  look  through 
the  portico  into  the  porch,  from  whence  the  pro- 
fpeCt  is  terminated  by  the  woods  and  mountains 
■which  are  feen  at  a  diflance.  On  the  left  hand 
of  this  hall,  fomething  farther  from  the  fj a,  lies 
a  large  drawing-room,  and  beyond  that,  a  fecond 
of  a  lnialler  fi^e,  which  has  one  window  to  the 
rifing,  and  another  to  the  fetting  fun :  .this  has 
likewife  a  profpeCf  of  the  fea,  but  being  at  a 
greater  diftancc,  is  Ids  incommoded  by  it.  The 
angle  which  the  proje&ion  of  the  hall  forms  with 
this  drawing-room,  retains  and  increafes  the 
warmth  of  the  fun,  and  hither  my  family  retreat 
in  winter  to  perform  their  exercifes :  it  is  flicker¬ 
ed  from  all  winds  except  thofe  which  are  general- 
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1y  attended  with  clouds,  lo  that  nothing  can  ren¬ 
der  this  place  ufelefs,  but  what  at  the  lame  time 
deftroys  the  fair  weather.  Contiguous  to  this, 
is  a  room  forming  the  fegment  of  a  circle,  the 
windows  of  which  are  fb  placed  as  to  receive  the 
fun  the  whole  day :  in  the  walls  are  contrived  a 
fort  of  cafes,  which  contain  a  collection  of  fuch 
authors  whofe  works  can  never  be  read  too  often. 
From  hence  you  pals  into  a  bedchamber  through 
a  paflage,  which  being  boarded  and  ful’pended 
as  it  were  over  a  ftove  which  runs  underneath, 
tempers  the  heat  which  it  receives  and  conveys 
to  all  parts  of  this  room.  The  remainder  of  the 
fide  of  the  houle,  is  appropriated  to  the  ufe  of  my 
Haves  and  freedmen;  but  however  molt  of  the  a- 
partments  in  it  are  neat  enough  to  entertain  any 
of  my  friends,  who  are  inclined  to  be  my  guclh  . 
In  the  oppofite  wing  is  a  room  ornamented  in  j 
very  elegant  tafte ;  next  to  which  lies  anothci 
room,  which  though  large  for  a  parlour,  makes 
but  a  moderate  dining-room  ;  it  is  exceedingly 
warmed  and  enlightened  not  only  to  the  direct 
rays  of  the  fun,  but  by  their  reflection  from  the 
fea.  Beyond  this,  is  a  bedchamber  together 
with  its  antechamber,  the  hight  of  which  render  s 
it  cool  in  fummer,  as  its  being  fheltered  on  all 
fides  from  the  winds,  makes  it  warm  in  winter. 
To  this  apartment  another  of  the  fame  fort  i.s 
joined  by  one  common  wall.  From  thence  you 
enter  into  the  grand  and  fpacious  cssling-room  be¬ 
longing  to  the  baths,  from  the  oppofite  walls  cf 
which  two  round  bafons  projeCb,  large  enough 
to  fwim  in.  Contiguous  to  this  is  the  perfu- 
ming-room,  then  the  fweating-rocm,  and  beyond 
that  the  furnace  which  conveys  the  heat  to  the 
baths  :  adjoining  are  two  other  little  bathing- 
rooms,  which  are  fitted  up  in  an  elegant  rather 
than  coftly  manner ;  annexed  to  this,  is  a  warm 
bath  of  extraordinary  workmanfhip,  wherein  one 
Vol.  T.  G  may 
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may  fwim,  and  have  a  profpc£t  at  the  fame  time 
of  the  fra.  Not  far  from  hence  ftands  the  tennis- 
court,  which  lies  open  to  the  warmth  of  the 
afternoon  fun.  From  thence  you  afeend  a  fort  of 
turret,  which  contains  two  entire  apartments  be¬ 
low  ;  as  there  are  the  fame  number  above,  befidcs 
a  dining-room  which  commands  a  very  extenfive 
profpe<St  of  the  fea  and  coaft,  together  with  the 
beautiful  villas  that  ftand  intcrtpeifrd  upon  it. 
At  the  other  end,  is  a  fecond  turret,  containing 
•a  room  which  faces  the  riling  and  fetting  fun. 
Behind  this,  is  a  large  room  for  a  repolitory, 
r.ear  to  which  is  a  gallery  of  curiofnies,  and  un¬ 
derneath,  a  fpacious  dining-room,  where  the 
roaring  of  the  fea,  even  in  a  ftorm,  is  heard  but 
faintly  :  it  looks  uponkhe  garden  and  the  geftatio, 
•.vhicfi  furrounds  the  garden.  The  geftatio  is 
«'ncompafied  with  a  box-tree  hedge,  and  where 
shat  is  decayed,  with  roferr.ary :  for  the  box  in 
thefr  parts  which  are  flickered  by  the  buildings, 
preferves  its  verdute  perfectly  well  ;  but  where 
bv  an  open  fttuation  it  lies  expofed  to  the  daftiing 
of  the  fra-water,  though  at  a  great  diftance,  it 
entirely  withers.  Between  the-  garden  and  this 
geftatio  runs  a  Ihady  walk  of  vines,  which  is  fo 
foft  that  you  may  walk  bare-foot  upon  it  with¬ 
out  any  injury.  The  garden  is  chiefly  planted 
with  fig  and’  mulberry  trees,  to  which  this  foil 
is  as  favourable,. as  it  is av'erfe  to  all  others.  In 
this  place  is  a  Banqueting- room,  which  though 
it  ftands  remote'  from  the  fea,  enjoys  however  a 
profpect  nothing  inferior  to  that  view :  two  a- 
partments  run  round  the  back' part  of  it,  whofe 
windows  look"  upon  the  entrance  of  the  villa, 
and  into  a  very  pleafant  kitchen-garden.  From 
hence  an  inclofed"  portico  extends  iffelf,  which  by 
its  grandeur  you  might  take  for  a  public  one.  It 
has  a  range  of  windows  on  each  fide,  but  on  that 
which  looks  towards  the  fea  they  are  double  the 
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number  of  thofe  next  the  garden.  When  the 
weather  is  fair  and  feeene,  thefe  are  all  thrown 
open  ;  but  if  it  blows,  thofe  on  the  fide  the  wind 
fits  are  fbut,  while  the  .  ochers  remain  unclofed 
without  any  inconvenience.  Before  this  portico 
lies  a  terrace  perfumed  with  violets,  and  warm¬ 
ed  by  the  retic&ion  of  the  fun  from  the  portico, 
which  as  it  retains  the  rays,  fo  it  keeps  off  the 
north-eafl  wind  ;  and  it  is  as  warm  on  this  fide, 
as  it  is  cool  on  the  <  ppofite;  in  the  fame  manner 
it  is  a  defence  agaiuft  the  fbuth-wofl,  and  thus 
in  fliort,  by  means  of  its  fcveral  fidcs,  bl  eaks  the 
force  of  rhe  winds  from  what  point  feet  er  they 
blow.  Thefe  are  fome  of  the  winter- advantages 
of  this  agreeable  fituation,  which  however  are 
ftill  more  confidtrable  in  the  fummer;  for  at  that 
lcafon  it  throws  a  (hade  upon  the  terrace  dui  in.; 
ail  the  forenoon,  as  it  defends  the  geflatio,  and 
that  part  of  the  garden  which  lies  contiguous  to 
it,  from  Lhe  afternoon  fun,  and  calls  a  greater  01 
lels  fliade,  as  the  day  either  increales  or  deertrde'. , 
but  the  portico  iilclf  is  then  cooled  when  the  fun 
is  moll  fcorching,  that  is,  when  its  rays  fall  di- 
re£lly  upon  the'  roof.  To  thefe  advantages  I 
mull  not  forget  to  add,  that,  by  fetting  open  the 
windo  ws,  the  weftem  brce.tcs  have  a  free  draught, 
and  by  that  means  the  inclofed  air  is  prevented 
from  llagnating.  On  the  upper  end  of  the  ter¬ 
race  and  portico  Hands  a  detached  building  in 
the  garden,  which  I  call  my  favourite  j  and  in 
truth  I  am  extremely  fond  of  it,  as  I  ercdled  it 
myfelf.  It  contains  a  very  warm  winter-room, 
011c  fide  of  which  looks  upon  the  terrace,  the 
other  has  a  view  of  the  fea,  and  both  lie  expoied 
to  the  fun.  Through  the  folding -doors  you  Ice 
the  oppofite  chamber,  and  from  the  window  is  a 
profpedt  of  the  inclofed  portico.  On  that  fide 
next  the  fea,  and  oppofite  to  the  middlg  wail. 
Hands  a  little  elegant  retired  clofet,  which,  b  / 
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means  of  g’afs  doors  and  a  curtain,  -is  either  laid 
into  the  adjoining  room,  or  feparated  from  it. 
It  contains  a  couch  and  two  chairs :  As  you  lie 
upon  this  couch,  from  the  feet  you  have  a  pro- 
ipe£l  of  the  fea ;  if  you  look  behind,  you  fee  the 
neighbouring  villas ;  and  from  the  head  you 
have  a  view  of  the  woods  :  thcfe  three  views  m3y 
oe  feen  either  diftincUy  from  fo  many  different 
windows  in  the  room,  or  blended  together  in 
one  ccnfuftd  profpect.  Adjoining  to  this,  is  a 
bedchamber,  which  neither  the  voice  of  the 
lervants,  the  murmur  of  the  fea,  nor  even  the 
roaring  of  a  tempeft  can  reach ;  not  lightning 
nor  the  day  itfelf  can  penetrate  it,  unlefs  you 
open  the  windows.  This  profound  tranquillity 
is  occafioned  by  a  paflage,  which  divides  the  wall 
of  this,  chamber  from  that  of  the  garden,  and 
thus,  by  means  of  that  void  intervening  fpace,. 
every  noife  is  drowned.  Annexed  to  this,  is  a 
1m all  flove-room,  which,  by  opening  a  little 
window,  warms  the  bedchamber  to  the  degree 
of  heat  required.  Beyond  this  lies  a  chamber 
and  antechamber,  which  enjoys  the  fun,  though, 
obliquely  indeed,  from  the  time  it  rifes  till  the 
afternoon.  When  I  retire  to  this  garden-apart¬ 
ment,  I  fancy  myfelf  a  hundred  miles  from  my 
own  heufe,  and  take  particular  pleafure  in  it  at 
the  feaft  of  the  Saturnalia,  when,  by  the  licence 
of  that  feafon  of  joy,  every  other  part  of  my  villa 
refounds  with  the  mirth  of  my  domeftics  :  thus 
i  neither  interrupt  their  diverGons,  nor  they  my 
frudies.  Among  the  pieafures  and  conveniencies 
of  this  fituation,  there  Is  one  disadvantage,  and 
that  is,  the  want  of  a  running  ftream  ;  but  this 
defeat  is  in  a  great  meafure  fupplied  by  wells,  or 
rather  I  fhould  call  them  fprings,  for  they  rife 
very  near  the  furfaee.  And  indeed  the  quality 
of  this  coaft  is  pretty  remarkable ;  for  in  what 
part  foever  you  dig,  you  meet,  upon  the  firft 
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turning  up  of  the  ground,  with  a  fpring  of  pure 
water,  not  in  the  leaft  fait,  though  fo  near  the 
fea.  The  neighbouring  forefts  afford  an  abun¬ 
dant  fupply  of  fuel ;  as  every  other  convenience 
of  life  may  be  had  from  Oftia:  to  a  moderate 
man,  indeed,  even  the  next  village  (between 
which  and  my  houfs  there  is  only  one  villa) 
would  furnifh  all  common  neccflaries.  In  that 
little  place  there  are  no  lefs  than  three  public 
baths  ;  which  is  a  great  conveniency  if  it  hap¬ 
pens  that  my  friends  come  in  unexpectedly,  or 
make  too  fhort  a  ftay  to  allow  time  for  preparing 
my  own.  The  whole  coaft  is  beautifully  diverfi- 
fied  by  the  joining  or  detached  villas  that  arc 
fpread  upon  if,  which,,  whether  you  view  them 
from  the  fea  oc  the  Chore,  have  a  much  more 
agreeable  effedt,  than  if  it  were  crouded  with 
towns.  It  is  fometimes*.  after  a  long  calm,  good 
travelling  upon  the  coaft,  though  in  general,  by 
the  ftorms  driving  the  waves  upon  it,  it  is  rough 
and  uneven.  I  cannot  boaft  that  our  fea  pro¬ 
duces  any  very  extraordinary  filh ;  however,  it 
fupplies  us  with  exceeding  fine  foals  and  prawns : 
but  as  to  provifions  of  other  kinds,  my  villa  pre¬ 
tends  to  excel  even  inland  countries,  particular¬ 
ly  in  milk;  for  thither  the  cattle  come  from  the 
meadows  in  great  numbers,  in  purfuit  of  fhade 
and 'water.  Tell  me  now,  have  I  not  juft  caufe- 
to  beftow  my  time  and  my  affc&ion  upon  this  de¬ 
lightful  retreat  ?  Surely  you  are  unreasonably  at¬ 
tached  to  the.  pleafures  of  the  town,  if  you  have 
no  inclination  to  take  a  view  of  it;  as  I  much 
wilh  you  had,  that  to  fo  many  charms  with  which 
my  favourite  villa  abounds,  it  might  have  the 
very  confiderable  addition  of  your  prefence  to 
recommend  it.  Farewell. 
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Epi/i.  XVIII.  Puny  to  Mauricus. 

W  Hat  more  agreeable  injunction  can  you  lay 
upon  me,  than  to  defire  I  would  look  out 
for  a  preceptor  toyour  brother’s  children  ?  By  this 
kind  a£t  you  give  me  an  opportunity  of  revifiting 
the  fcene  of  my  education,  and  of  turning  back  a- 
gain  to  the  moft  pleafmg  part  of  my  life.  I  take 
my  feat,  as  formerly,  among  the  young  lads,  and 
have  the  pleafure  to  experience  the  refpeCt  my 
charader  in  eloquence  meets  with  from  them. 

1  lately  came  in  upon  them,  while  they  were 
warmly  declaiming  before  a  very  full  audience  of 
perfons  of  the  firft  rank  ;  the  moment  I  appeared, 
they  were  filent.  1  mention  this  for  their  honour, 
rather  than  my  own ;  and  to  let  you  fee  the  juft 
hopes  you  may  conceive  of  placing  your  nephews 
here  to  their  advantage.  I  purpofe  to  hear  all 
the  feveral  profeflors ;  and  when  I  have  done  fo, 

I  (hall  write  you  fiich  an  account  of  them  as  will 
enable  you  fas  far  as  a  letter  can  enable  you)  to 
judge  of  their  refpeftive  abilities.  The  faithful 
execution  of  this  important  commiffion,  is  what 
1  owe  to  the  friendfhip  that  fubfifts  between  us, 
and  to  the  memory  of  your  brother.  Nothing, 
certainly,  is  more  your  concern,  than  that  his 
children  (l  would  have  faid  yours,  but  that  I 
know  you  now  look  upon  them  even  with  more 
tendernefs than  your  own)  maybe  found  worthy 
of  fuch  a  father,  and  fuch  an  uncle :  and  L  fhould 
have  claimed  a  part  in  that  care,  though  you  had 
not  required  it  of  me.  'Tam  fenfible,  in  chufing 
a  preceptor,  I  (hall  draw  upon  me  the  difpleafure 
of  all  the  reft  of  that  profeflion  :  but  when  the 
intereft  of  thefe  young  men  is  concerned,  I 
efteem  it  my  duty  to  hazard  the  difpleafure,  or 
even  enmity  of  any  man,  with  as  much  refolu- 
tion 
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tion  as  a  parent  would  for  his  own  children- 
Farewell. 

Epift.  XIX.  Pliny  to  Cereaxis. 

YOU  advife  me  to  rehearle  my  late  fpeech  be¬ 
fore  a  large  number  of  my  friends.  I  fhall 
obey,  becaufe  the  command  comes  from  you, 
though  I  have  many  fcruples  about  it.  Com- 
pofitions  of  this  kind  lofe,  I  well  know,  all  their 
fire  and  force,  and  even  almoft  their  very  name, 
by  a  plain  recital.  It  is  the  folemnity  of  the  tri¬ 
bunal,  the  concourfe  of  one’s  friends,  the  expecta¬ 
tion  of  the  fuccels,  the  emulation  between  the 
feveral  orators  concerned,  the  different  parties 
formed  amongft  the  audience  in  their  favour ;  in 
a  word,  it  is  the  air,  the  *  motion,  the  attitude  of 
the  fpeaker,  with  all  the  correfponding  geftures 
of  his  body,  which  confpire  to  give  a  1'pirit  and 
grace  to  what  he  delivers.  Hence  thofe  who  lit 
when  they  plead,  though  they  have  moft  of  the 
other  advantages  1  juft  now  mentioned,  yet* 
from  that  fingle  circumftance,  weaken  and  de- 
prels  the  whole  force  of  their  eloquence.  The 
eyes  and  hands  of  the  reader,  thofe  important  in- 

*  Some  of  the  Roman,  orators  were  as  much  too 
vehement  in  their  adUon,  as  thofe  of  our  country  are 
too  calm  and  fpiritlefs.  In  the  violer.ce  of  their  elo¬ 
cution  they  not  only  ufed  a)l  the  warmth  of  gefture, 
but  actually  walked  backwards  and  forwards.  Tully 
and  QuinStilian  have  laid  down  rules  how  far,  and 
in  what  iniiance  this  liberty  was  allowable,  and  both 
agree,  it  ought  to  be  ufed  with  great  caution  and 
judgment.  The  latter  of  thofe  excellent  critics 
mentions  upon  this  occafion  a  witdcifm  of  Flavius 
Virginius,  who  a  Iked  one  of  thefe  walking  orators, 
£>uot  millia  pajfuum  dsclamajjet  ?  “  How  many  miles 
“  he  had  declaimed  ?”  Quindt.  inft,  ed.  Oxon.  p.  587. 
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ftruments  of  graceful  elocution,  being  engaged, 
it  is  no  wonder  the  hearer  grows  languid,  while 
he  has  none  of  thofe  awakening  charms  to  excite 
and  engage  his  attention.  T o  thefe  general  con¬ 
siderations,  I  muft  add  this  particular  difadvan- 
tageous  circumftance,.  which  attends  the  Speech 
in  queftion,  that  it  is  chiefly  of  the  argumentative 
kind  ;  and  it  is  natural  for  an  author  to  fufpedl, 
that  what  he  wrote  with  labour  will  not  be  read' 
with  pleafure.  For  wha.is  there  fo  unprejudiced, 
as  not  to  prefer  the  flowing  and  florid  oration,  to 
one  in  this  dofe  and  unornamented  Style  ?  It  is 
very  unreasonable  there  Should  be  any  difference; 
however  it  is  certain  the  judges  generally  expedt 
onemannerof pleading,  and  theaudience  another; 
whereas  in  truth  an  auditor  ought  to  be  affedted 
only  with  thofe  things  which  would  Strike  him, 
were  he  in  the  place  of  the  judge.  Neverthelefs 
it  is  pofliblc  the  objedkions  which  lie  againSl  this 
piece  may  be  got  over,  in  confideration  of  the 
novelty  it  has  to  recommend  it :  the  novelty  I 
mean  with  reSpedt  to  us  ;  for  the  Greek,  orators 
have  a  method,  though  upon  a  different  occafion, 
not  altogether  unlike  what  I  made  ufe  of.  They, 
when  they  would  throw  out  a  law,  as  contrary 
to  fome  former  one  unrepealed,  argue  by  com¬ 
paring  thofe  laws  together :  fo  I,  on  the  contrary, 
endeavoured  to  Shew,  that  the  crime  which  I 
was  infilling  upon  as  falling  within  the  intent 
and  meaning  of  the  law  relating  to  public  ex¬ 
tortions,  was  agreeable,  not  only  to  that,  but 
likewife  toother  laws  of  the  fame  nature.  Thofe 
who  are  not  converfant  in  the  laws  of  their  coun¬ 
try,  can  have  no  tafte  for  reafonings  of  this  kind  ; 
but  thofe  who  are,  ought  to  be  fo  much  the  more 
plealed  with  them.  1  Shall  endeavour  therefore, 
if  you  perfift  in  my  reciting  it,  to  colledt- a  ju¬ 
dicious  audience.  But  before  you  determine  this 
point,  I  entreat  you  thoroughly  to  weight  the 
difficulties 
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difficulties  I  have  laid  before  you,  and  then  de¬ 
cide  as  reafon  ihall  direct :  for  it  is  reafon  that 
muft  juftify  you  :  obedience  to  your  commands 
will  be  a  fufficient  apology  for  me.  Farewell. 

Epi/l.  XX,  Pliny  to  Calvisius. 

OPen  your  purfe  :  I  have  a  {lory  to  tell  you 
worth  gold ;  nay  I  have  two  or  three ; 
for  one  brings  to  my  mind  another.  It  is  no 
matter  which  I  begin  with,  fo  take  them  as 
follows.  Verania,  the  widow  of  Pifo  who  was 
adopted  by  Galba,  lay  extremely  ill  :  upon  this 
eccafion  Regulus  made  her  a  vifit.  By  the  way, 
mark  the  affiirance  of  the  man,  to  vifit  a  lady  to 
whom  he  was  fo  extremely  odious,  and  to  whole 
hulband  he  was  a  declared  enemy  !  Even  barely, 
to  enter  her  houfe  would  have  been  impudent 
enough  :  but  he  had  the  confidence  to  go  much 
farther,  and  very  familiarly  placed  himfelf  by  her 
bed’s  fide.  He  began  very  gravely  with  inqui¬ 
ring  what  day  and  hour  {he  was  born  ?  Being 
informed  of  tnefe  important  particulars,  he  com- 
pofes  hi3  countenance,  fixes  his  eyes,  mutters 
fomething  to  himfelf,  counts  his  fingers,  and  all 
this  merely  to  keep  the  poor  fick  lady  in  fufpenfe,. 
When  he  had  finilhed  this  ridiculous  mummery. 
You  are ,  fays  he,  in  one  of  your  climaElerics  ;  how¬ 
ever,  you  will  get  over  it.  But  for  your  greater.  fa~ 
ihfatfion ,  I  will  confult  with  a  certain  diviner , 
•whofe  fkilt  I  have  frequently  experienced.  Accord¬ 
ingly  away  he  goes,  confults  the  omens,  and 
returns  with  the  ftrongeft  aflurances  that  they 
confirmed  what  he  had  promifed  on  the  part  of 
the  ftars.  Upon  this  the  credulous  good  woman 
calls  for  her  will,  and  gives  Regulus  a  handfome 
legacy.  Some  time  afterwards  her  difiemper  in- 
creafed  ;  and  in  her  Ialt  moments  Ihe  exclaimed 
againft  this  infamous  wretch  who  had  thus  bale- 
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ly  deceived  her,  though  he  wifhed  every  curie 
might  befall  his  fon,  if  what  he  promifed  her 
was  not  true.  But  fuch  fort  of  imprecations  are 
as  common  with  Regulus,  as  they  are  impious  ; 
and  he  continually  devotes  that  unhappy  youth 
to  the  curfes  of  thole  gods,  whofe  vengeance  his 
own  frauds  every  day  provoke. 

Velleius  Bladus,  a  perfon  of  confular  dignity, 
and  remarkable  for  his  immenle  wealth,  in  his 
laft  ftcknels  had  an  inclination  to  make  lome  al¬ 
terations  in  his  will.  Regulus,  who  had  lately 
endeavoured  to  inlinuate  himfelf  into  his  friend- 
lhip,  hoped  to  receive  fome  advantage  by  the  in¬ 
tended  change,  and  accordingly  applies  himfelf 
to  his  phyficians,  and  conjures  them  to  exert 
all  their  Ikill  to  prolong  the  poor  man’s  life.  But 
the  moment  the.  will  was  figred,  his  ftyle  was 
changed  :  How  long ,  lays  he  to  thefe  very  phy- 
iicians,  do  you  deftgn  to  keep  this  man  in  mifery  ? 
Jince  you  cannot  preferve  his  life ,  why  zvill  you  pro¬ 
long  his  death  ?  Blaefus  is  mice  dead  ;  and,  as  if 
he  had  overheard  every  word  that  Regulus  had 
faid,  he  has  not  left  him  one  farthing.  —  And 
now  have  you  had  enough  ?  or,  like  a  truant 
fchoolbuy,  are  you  for  liftenrng  ftill  to  another 
tale?  If  fo,  Regulus  will  fupply  you.  You 
muft  know  then,  that  Aurelia,  a  lady  of  dif. 
tinguifhed  accomplilhments,  defigning  to  exe¬ 
cute  her  will,  had  drefled  herfelf  for  that  purpofe 
in  a  very  fplendid  manner.  Regulus,  who  was 
prefent  as  a  wjtnefs,  turned  about  to  the  lady, 
and.  Pray ,  lays  he,  leave  me  thefe  fine  c/oaths. 
Aurelia  at  firft  thought  him  in  jeft  :  but  he  in- 
lifted  upon  it  very  ferioully,  and  obliged  her  to 
open  her  will,  and  infert  this  legacy  ;  and  though 
he  faw  her  write  it,  yet  he  would  not  be  fatisfied 
till  he  read  the  daufe  himfelf.  However,  Aurelia 
is  ftill  alive  :  though  Regulus,  no  doubt,  when 
he  folicited  this  bequeft,  expected  foon  to  enjoy 
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it.  Thus  are  legacies  and  cftates  conferred  up¬ 
on  this  abandoned  man,  as  if  he  really  deferved 
them  !  but  why  fhould  I  wonder  at  this  in  a  ci¬ 
ty  where  impudence  and  iniquity  receive  the 
fame,  do  I  fay,  even  greater  encouragement 
than  modefty  and  virtue  ?  Regulus  is  a  glaring 
inftance  of  this  truth,  who,  from  a  ftate  of  in¬ 
digence,  has,  by  a  train  of  the  ...oft  villanous  ac¬ 
tions,  arrived  to  fuch  immenfe  riches,  that  he 
once  told  me,  upon  confulting  the  omens  to 
know  how  foon  he  fhould  be  worth  fixty  mil¬ 
lions  of  fefterccs,  he  found  them  fo  favourable  to 
him,  as  to  portend  he  fhould  poflefs  double  that 
fum.  And  poflibly  he  may,  if  he  continues 
thus  to  dictate  wills  for  other  people  :  a  fort  of 
fraud,  in  my  eftimation,  of  all  others  the  moft 
infamous.  Farewell. 
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Epiji.  I.  Pliny  to  Calvisius. 

I  Cannot  recoiled,  that  I  ever  fpent  my  time 
more  agreeably,  than  I  did  lately  with  Spu- 
1  inna.  1  am  fo  much  pleafed  with  the  un¬ 
interrupted  regularity  of  his  way  of  life,  that  if 
ever  1  fhould  arrive  at  old  age,  there  is  no  man 
whom  I  would  fooner  chufe  for  my  model.  I  look 
upon  order  in  human  a&ions,  efpecially  at  that 
advanced  period,  with  the  fame  fort  of  pleafure  as 
1  behold  the  fettled  courfeof  the  heavenly  bodies. 
In  youth,  indeed,  there  is  a  certain  irregularity 
and  agitation  by  no  means  unbecoming  :  but  in 
age,  when  bufinefs  is  unfeafonable,  and  ambi¬ 
tion  indecent,  all  fhould  be  calm  and  uniform. 
This  rule  Spurinna  religioufly  purfues  through¬ 
out  his  whole  condudt.  Even  in  thole  tranfac- 
tions  which  one  might  call  minute  and  inconfi- 
derable. 
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derable,  did  they  not  occur  every  day,  he  ob  • 
ferves  a  certain  periodical  feafon  and  method. 
The  firft  part  of  the  morning  he  devotes  to  ftu- 
dy ;  at  eight  he  drefles,  and  walks  about  three 
miles,  in  which  he  enjoys  at  once  contemplation 
‘and  exercife.  At  his  return,  if  he  has  any  friends 
with  him  in  his  houlc,  he  enters  upon  i'ome  po¬ 
lite  and  ufeful  topic  of  converfation  ;  if  he  is  a- 
lone,  fomebody  reads  to  him ;  and  fometimes 
too,  when  he  is  not,  if  it  is  agreeable  to  his 
company.  When  this  is  over,  he  repofes  him- 
felf,  and  then  again  either  takes  up  a  book,  or 
falls  into  fome  difeourfe  even  more  entertaining 
and  inftruftive.  He  afterwards  takes  the  air  in 
his  chariot,  either  with  his  wife,  (who  is  a  lady 
of  uncommon  merit),  or  with  fome  friend  :  a 
happinefs  which  lately  was  mine.  —  How  agree¬ 
able,  how  noble  is  the  enjoyment  of  him  in  that 
hour  of  privacy !  You  would  fancy  you  were 
hearing  fome  worthy  of  ancient  times,  inflaming 
your  breaft  with  the  moft  heroic  examples,  and 
inftru&ing  your  mind  with  the  moft  exalted  pre¬ 
cepts,  which  yet  he  delivers  with  fo  modeft  an 
air,  that  there  is  not  the  leaft  appearance  of  dic¬ 
tating  in  his  converfation.  When  he  has  thus 
taken  a  tour  of  about  (even  miles,  he  gets  out  of 
his  chariot  and  walks  a  mile  more ;  after  which 
he  returns  home,  and  either  repofes  himfelf, 
or  retires  to  his  ftudy.  He  has  an  excellent 
tafte  for  poetry,  and  compoies  in  the  lyric  man  - 
ner,  both  in  Greek  and  Latin,  with  great  judg¬ 
ment.  It  is  furpriftng  what  an  eafe  and  fpirit  of 
gaiety  runs  through  his  verles,  which  the  merit 
of  the  author  renders  ftill  more  valuable.  When 
the  baths  are  ready,  which  in  winter  is  about 
three  o’clock,  and  in  Cummer  about  two,  he  un- 
drefles  himfelf ;  and  if  there  happens  to  be  no 
wind,  he  walks  for  fome  time  in  the  fun.  Af¬ 
ter  this  he  plays  d  confiderable  time  at  tennis  . 

for. 
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for,  by  this  fort  of  exercife  too,  he  combats  the 
cite-as  of  old  age.  When  he  has  bulled,  he 
throws  himl'elf  upon  his  couch  till  lupper-time, 
2nd  in  the  mean  while  lbme  agreeable  and  en¬ 
tertaining  author  is  read  to  him.  In  this,  as 'in 
ail  the  reli,  his  friends  are  at  full  liberty  to  par¬ 
take  ;  or  to  employ  thcmfelvcs  in  any  other 
manner  more  fuitable  to  their  taftc.  You  lit 
down  to  an  elegant,  yet  frugal  repall,  which  is 
ferved  up  in  pure  and  antique  plate.  He  has 
like  wife  a  complete  equipage  for  his  fide -board, 
in  Corinthian  metal,  whicii  is  his  pleafure,  not 
his  paflion.  At  his  table  he  is  frequently  enter¬ 
tained  with  comedians,  that  even  his  very  a- 
mufements  may  be  fcalbned  with  good  fenfe  ; 
and  though  he  continues  there,  even  in  Cummer, 
till  the  night  is  fomething  advanced,  yet  he  pro¬ 
longs  the  feall  with  fo  much  affability  and  po- 
litenels,  that  none  of  his  giults  ever  think  it  te¬ 
dious.  By  this  method  of  living  he  has  prdLr- 
ved  all  his  fenfes  entire,  and  his  body  adlive  and 
vigorous  to  his  78th  year,  without  di (covering 
any  appearance  of  old  age,  but  the  wifdom. 
This  is  the  fort  of  life  which  I  ardrntly  ai'pire 
after ;  as  I  purpofe  to  enjoy  it,  when  I  fhall  ar¬ 
rive  at  thoi".  years  which  will  juftifv  a  retreat 
from  bufmels.  In  the  mean  while,  I  am  em  - 
barralied  with  a  th  lufand  affairs,  in  which  Spu- 
rinna  is  at  once  my  fuoporc  and  my  example. 
As  long  as  it  became  him,  he  entered  into  all 
the  d..ties  of  public  life.  It  was  by  palling 
through  the  various  offices  of  the  flute,  by  go¬ 
verning  of  provinces,  and  by  indefatigable  toil, 
that  he  merited  the  repole  he  now  enjoys.  I 
prop  fe  to  mvfelf  the  fame  courfe  and  the  fame 
end  :  and  I  give  it  to  you  under  my  hand  that  I 
do  Co.  If  an  ill-timed  ambition  fh  mid  carry 
me  beyond  it,  produce  this  letter  ag.tinft  me”; 
and  condemn,  me  to  repofe,  whenever  I  can  en- 
VOL.  I.  H  joy 
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ichout  being  reproached  with  indolence. 


Epijl.  II.  Pliny  to  Maximus. 

WHat  I  fnould  readily  hive  offered  to  vour 
friends,  if  I  were  in  your  ffation,  I 
think  I  may  claim  a  right  to  requcft  for  mine. 
Arrianus  Maturius  is  a  perfon  of  the  moft  confi- 
derable  rank  among  the  *  Alrinates.  When  I 
call  him  fo,  it  is  not  with  refpett  to  his  fortunes 
( which  however  are  very  coniiderabJe)  ;  it  is  in 
view  to  the  purity,  the  integrity,  the  prudence, 
and  the  gravity  of  his  manners.  His  counfc-1 
fleers  me  in  my  affairs,  and  his  judgment  directs 
me  in  my  {Indies  ;  for  truth,  honour,  and  know¬ 
ledge,  are  the  Alining  qualities  which  mark  his 
character.  He  loves  me  (and  I  cannot  exprefs 
his  affe&ion  in  {Longer  terms)  with  a  tender- 
nefs  equal  to  yours.  As  he  is  a  ftranger  to  the 
paffion  of  ambition,  he  is  contented  with  re¬ 
maining  in  the  equeftrian  order,  when  he  might 
eafily  have  advanced  himfclf  into  a  higher  rank. 
It  behoves  me  however  to  take  care  his  merit  be 
rewarded  with  the  honours  it  deferves  5  and  I 
would  fain  without  his  knowledge  or  expecta¬ 
tion,  and  probably  too  contrary  to  his  inclina¬ 
tion,  add  to  his  dignity.  The  pofl  I  would  ob¬ 
tain  for  him  lhould  be  fomething  very  honour¬ 
able,  and  yet  attended  with  no  trouble.  I  beg 
when  any  thing  of  that  nature  offers,  you  would 
think  of  him  ;  it  will  be  an  obligation,  which 
both  he  and  I  (hall  ever  remember  with  the 
greateft  gratitude.  P'or  though  he  has  no  afpi- 
ring  willies  to  fatisfy,  he  will  be  as  f. nfible  of 
the  favour,  as  if  he  had  received  ir  in  confe- 
quence  of  his  own  defires.  Farewell. 

*  Altino  in  the  Venetian  territories,  now  deflroy- 
'cd. 

-EprjL 
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Epi/l.  III.  Pliny  to  Hisfulla. 

I  AM  in  doubt,  whether  I  moll  loved  cr  ad¬ 
mired  that  great  and  good  man  your  father; 
but  this  is  molt  certain,  that,  in  reipedt  to  his 
memory  and  your  virtues,  I  have  the  greacclt 
affection  for  you.  Can  I  fail  then  to  with  (as  [ 
fit  all  by  every  means  in  my  power  endeavour) 
that  y.jur  foil  may  copy  the  virtues  of  both  his 
grandfathers,  particularly  his  maternal  r  as  in¬ 
deed  his  father  and  his  uncle  will  furnifh  him  alfo 
with  very  illuflrious  examples.  The  furcit  me¬ 
thod  to  train  him  up  in  the  Heps  of  thefe  valuable 
men,  is  early  to  feaibn  his  mind  with  polite  learn¬ 
ing:  and  uleful  knowledge:  and  it  is  of  the  laic 
coniequcnce  from  whom  he  receives  thefe  in- 
ftrudtion-'.  Hitherto  he  has  had  his  education 
under  your  eye,  and  in  your  houfe,  where  he  is 
expofed  to  few,  I  fhould  rather  fay-  to  no  wrong 
imprefiions.  But  he  is  now  of  an  age  to  be  fent 
from  home,  and  it  is  time  to  place  him  with  fotne 
profeflor  of  rhetoric ;  of  vvhofe  difeipline  and 
method,  but  above  all  of  whole  morals,  you  may 
be  well  fatisfied.  Amongft  the  many  advantages 
for  which  this  amiable  youth  is  indebted  to  na¬ 
ture  and  fortune,  he  has  that  of  a  moft  beautiful 
perfon  :  it  is  nccefiary  therefore,  in  this  looie  and 
llippery  age,  to  find  out  one  who  will  not  only 
be  his  tutor,  but  his  guardian  and  his  guide.  1 
will  venture  to  recommend  Julius  Genitor  to  you 
under  that  character.  I  love  him,  I  confels,  ex¬ 
tremely  :  but  my  affection  does  by  no  means  preju¬ 
dice  my  judgment ;  on  the  contrary  it  is,  in  uutb, 
the  effect  of  it.  His  behavour  is  grave,  and  his 
morals  irreproachable ;  perhaps  Ionic  thing  too 
fuvere  and  rigid  for  ti  e  libertine  mannejs  of 
thefe  times.  His-  qualifications  in  his  profeffion 
you  may  learn  from  many  others:  for  the  art  cf 
H  2  eloquence, 
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eloquence,  as  it  is  open  to  ail  the  world,  is  foen 
difloverc.d;  but  the  qualities  of  the  heart  lie  mete 
concealed,  and  oil.  of  the  riac’n  of  common  obfer- 
vation  ;  and  it  is  on  that  fide  I  undertake  to  be 
anlwcrable  for  my  friend.  Your  foil  will  hear 
nothing  from  this  worthy  man,  but  what  will  be 
lor  his  advantage  to  know,  nor  learn  any  thing 
of  which  it  would  be  happier  he  fhould  be  igno¬ 
rant.  He  will  reprcfsnt  to  him  as  often,  and 
with  as  much  zeal  as  you  or  1  fhould,  the  virtues 
of  h:s  family,  and  what  a  gloiious  weight  of 
characters  he  has  to  fupport.  You  will  not  hc- 
i.itate  then  to  place  him  w  ith  a  tutor,  whofc  fit  ft 
care  will  be  to  form  his. manners,  and  afterwards 
to  ir.ftruft  him  in  eloquence;  an  attainment  ill- 
acquired  if  with  the  mgli.it  of  moral  improve¬ 
ments.  Farewell. 

Epijl.  IV.  Pliny  to  Macrinus. 

y  |  'Hough  both  my  friends  who  were  prefent, 

and  the  generality  of  people,  feem  to  ap¬ 
prove  of  my  conduit  in  the  affair  I  am  going  to 
mention,  yet  1  cannot  fatisfy  myfclf  without 
knowing  tour  fentirr.ents j  and  as  I  wifhed  for 
your  advice  before  I  engaged  in  it,  fo  I  am  ex¬ 
tremely  defirous  of  your  judgment  now  it  is  over. 
Having  obtained  leave  to  be  abfent  from  my  of¬ 
fice  as  head  of  the  treafury,  I  went  into  Tufcany 
to  lock  after  fume  woiks  which  1  am  carrying  on 
there  for  the  benefit  of  that  province,  at  my  own 
cxfcr.fc.  In  the  interval,  deputies  r>n  the  part 
of  the  I'attici  arrived,  with  cc  mplaints  of  loir e 
grievances  they  had  fuffeicd  under  the  gc.vcrn- 
ment  of  Ctecilitis  Claflitus;  and  applied  to  the 
fcn.itc  that  I  might  be  appointed  counfcl  for 
them.  My  very  v.oithy  and  obliging  colleagues 
leptefentcd  on  n.y  behalf,  the  nccefiaiy  engage¬ 
ments  of  cur  office,  and  endeavoured  all  they 
could 
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cou'J  to  get  me  cxcufed.  Upon  this  the  fenare- 
paiFed  a  decree  greatly  to  my  honour :  they  or¬ 
dered  that  1  fhould  be  couniel  for  the  province, 
provided  the  deputies  could  obtain  my  confcnt. 
At  iny  return  they  were  again  introduced  into 
the  fenate,  and  there  renewed  their  petition  in 
my  prefence.  They  conjured  me  by  that  gene¬ 
rous  afii (lance  I  had  given  them  in  their  cai.fe 
againft  Btebius,  and  by  ail  the  obligations  I  lay 
under  of  fupporting  my  avowed  clients,  that  / 
would  not  now  difert  th:m.  I  perceived  the 
fenate  was  inclined  to  grant  this  petition,  by  that 
general  afient  which  is  the  ufual  forerunner  of 
ail  their  decrees.  Whereupon  I  role  up  and  told 
the  houfe,  that  I  no  longer  iufifUd  upoti  the  rea- 
(onabler.els  of  the  excule  I  had  alleged :  and 
they  weie  pleal'ed  with  the  rdpectful  modcfly  of 
my  anO.er.  1  was  determined  in  this  rcfblu- 
ti'-n,  not  only  becatife  i  h.und  it  agreeable  to 
the  inclinations  of  the  fenate  (which  indeed 
had  great  weight  with  me),  but  for  many  other, 
though  left  import  int  conlidcrations.  1  reflcif.- 
ed,  that  our  anceiiors  thought  themillves  obli¬ 
ged  to  engage  voluntarily  in  defence  of  thole  par¬ 
ticular  perfbns,  with  whom  they  were  united  by 
the  laws  of  hofpitality,  and  that  therefore  it 
would  be  highly  ungenerous  to  abandon  a  col¬ 
lective  body,  to  whom  1  flood  in  the  fame  re¬ 
lation.  Befides,  I  confidered  the  danger  as  well 
as  the  fatigue  1  went  through  in  the  lad  caufe  I 
undertook  ior  this  province,  and  1  was  unwilling 
to  l(>fe  the  merit  of  rry  former  Cervices,  by  deny¬ 
ing  them  this.  Fi  r  fitch  is  the  dijpofiticn  of 
mankind,  the  favour  you  refufe,  can  els  all  you 
have  conferred  ;  and  though  you  oblige  them  ever 
fo  often,  they  wrill  forget  a  thoufand  compliances, 
and  yet  remember  a  fingle  denial.  1  confidered 
likewife,  that  Cl.  fTi.-us  being  dead,  the  great  ob¬ 
jection  of  expefing  a  fenator,  was  removed;  and 
H  3  that 
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that  in  undertaking  this  defence,  I  fhould  merit 
the  fame  thanks  as  if  he  were  alive,  without  the 
hazard  of  giving  any  particular  offence.  In  a 
word,  I  thought  if  I  complied  with  their  defires 
in  this  inftancc,  I  could  with  a  better  grace  deny 
rny  alliilance  to  them  in  any  future  caufe,  where 
I  might  have  perfonal  reafons  for  declining  to  be 
their  counfel.  For  all  our  offices  have  their 
limits  ;  and  the  belt  way  of  referving  to  ourfelves 
the  libertv  of  refufing  where  we  would,  is  to 
comply  where  we  can.  Thus  you  have  heard 
the  motives  which  influenced  me  in  this  tranfac- 
tion  :  it  now  remains  that  you  give  rre  your  fien- 
timents,  which  I  (hall  receive  with  equal  pleafurc, 
either  as  an  inft.tnce  of  your  fincerity,  or  a  fanc- 
tion  to  my’  conduit,  f  arewell. 

Epijl.  V.  Pliky  to  Macer. 

I  AM  extremely  plcafed,  that  you  read  my 
uncle’s  books  ib  diligently,  as  to  wifh  to  have 
a  complete  colledtion  of  them  •,  and  for  that  pur- 
pofc  defire  me  to  lend  you  an  account  of  all  the 
treatil'es  he  wrote.  1  will  point  them  out  to  you 
in  the  order  in  which  they  were  compoffd  :  for 
however  immaterial  that  may  l'eem,  it  is  a  fort  of 
information  not  at  all  unacceptable  to  men  of  let¬ 
ters.  The  firft  book  he  published  was,  a  treatife 
concerning  the  art  of  ufrng  a  javelin  on  horfebaik  : 
this  he  wrote  when  he  commanded  a  troop  of 
horfc,  and  it  is  drawn  up  with  great  accuracy 
and  judgment.  The  life  of  Pornpanius  Secumlus ,  in 
two  volumes:  Pomponius  had  a  very  great  affec¬ 
tion  for  him,  and  he  thought  he  owed  this  tribute 
to  his  memory.  The  bijtory  of  the  tvars  in  Ger¬ 
many ,  twenty  books.,  in  which  he  gave  an  account 
of  all  the  battles  we  were  engaged  in  againft  that 
nation.  .  A  dream  which  he  had  when  he  ferved 
in  the  army  in  Germany,  firft  fuggefted  to  him 
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the  defign  of  this  work.  He  imagined  that  Dru- 
fus  Nero  (who  extended  his  conquefts  very  far 
into  that  country,  and  there  loft  his  life)  appear¬ 
ed  to  him  in  his  deep,  and  conjured  him  not  ro 
fuffer  his  memory  to  be  buried  in  oblivion.  He 
has  left  us  likewife  a  treat  ife  upon  eloquence,  divi¬ 
ded  into  fix  volumes.  In  this  work  he  takes  the 
orator  from  his  cradle,  and  leaJs  him  on  till  he 
has  carried  him  up  to  the  higheft  point  of  per¬ 
fection  in  this  art.  In  the  latter  part  of  Nero’s 
reign,  when  the  tyranny  of  the  times  made  it 
dangerous  to  engage  in  liudie3  of  a  more  free 
and  elevatrd  fpirit,  he  publifhed  a  piece  of  criti- 
cifm  in  eight  books,  concerning  ambiguity  in 
expreffion.  He  has  completed  the  hiftory  which 
Aufidius  Barths  left  unfiuifhcd,  and  has  added  to 
it  thirty  books.  And  laftly,  he  has  left  thirty- 
feven  books  upon  the  fubject  of  natural  hiftory  : 
this  is  a  work  of  great  compafs  and  learning, 
and  almoft  as  full  of  variety  as  nature  herlelf. 
You  will  wonder  how  a  man  fo  engaged  as  he 
was,  could  find  timeto  compofe  fuch  a  number 
of  books  ;  and  fome  of  them  too  upon  abftrufe 
fubjedts.  But  your  furprife  w.dj  ri/e  ftiil  higher, 
when  you  hear,  that  for  fbme  time  he  engaged 
in  the  profeflion  of  an  advocate,  that  he  died  in 
his  fifty-fixth  year,  that  from  the  time  of  his  quit¬ 
ting  the  bar  to  his  death  he  was  employed  in 
the  execution  of  the  higheft  ports,  and  in  the 
fervice  of  his  prince.  But  he  had  a  quick  appre- 
heufton,  joined  to  unwearied  application.  In 
fummer  he  always  began  his  ftudies  as  foon  as  it 
was  night ;  in  winter  generally  at  one  in  the 
morning,  but  never  later  than  two,  and  often  at 
midnight.  No  man  ever  fpent  lefs  time  in  bed, 
infomuch  that  he  would  fometin.es,  without  re¬ 
tiring  from  his  book,  take  a  fhort  fleep,  and  then 
purfue  his  ftudies.  Before  day-break  he  ufed  to 
wait  upon  Vefpafian;  who  likewife  choie  chat 
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feafon  to  tranfacf  bufinefs.  When  he  had  finifhed 
the  affairs  which  that  emperor  committed  to  his 
charge,  he  returned  home  again  to  his  ftudies. 
After  a  fhort  and  light  repaft  at  noon  (agreeably 
to  the  good  old  cuftom  of  our  anceftors)  he 
would  frequently  in  the  fiimmer,  if  he  was  diien- 
gaged  from  bu  fine  is,  repoie  himfclf  in  the  fun  ; 
during  which  time  fomc  author  was  read  to  him, 
fr„m  whence  he  made  extracts  and  obfervations, 
as  indeed  this  was  his  conftant  method  whatever 
book  he  read  :  for  it  was  a  maxim  of  his,  that 
“  no  book  was  fo  bad,  but  fomething  might  be 
“  learned  from  it,”  When  this  was  over,  he  ge¬ 
nerally  went  into  the  cold  bath,  and  as  foon  as 
he  came  out  of  it,  juft  took  a  flight  refrefhment, 
and  then  repofed  himl'elf  for  a  little  while.  Thus, 
as  if  it  had  been  a  new  day,  he  immediately  re- 
fumed  his  ftudies  till  fupper-time,  when  a  book 
was  again  read  to  him,  upon  which  he  would 
make  l’ome  hafty  remarks.  1  remember  once  his 
reader  having  pronounced  a-  word  wrong,  fome- 
body  at  the  table  made  him  repeat  it  again  ;  upon 
which  my  uncle  afkcd  his  friend  if  he  underftood 
it  ?  Who  acknowledging  that  he  did  ;  IV by  then , 
faid  he,  would  you  make  him  go  back  again!  TVe 
have  loji  by  this  interruption  above  ten  lines :  fo  co¬ 
vetous  was  this  great  man  of  time  !  In  fummer 
he  always  rofc  from  fupper  by  day-light;  and  in 
winter  as  foon  as  it  was  dark:  and  this  was  an 
invariable  law  with  him.  Such  was  his  manner 
of  life  amidft  the  noife  and  hurry  of  the  town  ; 
but  in  the  country  his  whole  time  was  devoted 
to  ftudy  without  intermiflion,  excepting  only 
when  he  bathed.  But  in  this  exception  I  in¬ 
clude  no  more  than  the  time  he  was  actually  in 
the  bath  ;  for  all  the  while  he  was  rubbed  and 
wiped,  he  was  employed  either  in  hearing  fomc 
book  read  to  him,  or  in  dictating  himfclr.  In 
his  journeys  he  loft,  no  time  from  his  ftudies,  but 
his 
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his  mind  at  thofe  fcafons  being  dilengaged  from 
all  other  thoughts,  applied  itlelf  wholly  to  that 
fingle  purfuit.  A  lecrctary  conflantly  atiended 
him  in  his  chariot,  who,  in  the  winter,  wore  a 
particular  fort  of  warm  gloves,  that  the  Iharp- 
nefs  of  the  weather  might  not  occafion  any  in¬ 
terruption  to  his  ftudies  :  and  for  the  fame  reafon 
my  uncle  always  ufcd  a  chair  in  Rome.  I  re¬ 
member  he  once  reproved  me  for  walking  :  “  You 
“  might,”  laid  he,  “employ  thole  hours  to  more 
“  advantage:”  for  he  thought  all  was  time  loll, 
that  was  not  given  to  Itudy.  By  this  extiaordi- 
nary  application  he  found  time  to  write  fo  many 
volumes,  beitdes  one  hundred  and  lixty  which  he 
left  me,  confifting  of  a  kind  of  common-place, 
written  on  both  ltdes,  in  a  very  fmall  charafler ; 
fo  that  one  might  fairly  reckon  the  number  con- 
fiderably  more.  I  have  heard  him  fay,  when  he 
was  comptroller  of  the  revenue  in  Spain,  Lar- 
gius  Licinius  offered  him  four  hundred  thoufand 
*  fcfterces  for  thefe  manuferipts :  and  yet  they 
were  not  then  quite  fo  numerous.  When  you 
reflect  upon  the  books  he  has  read,  and  the 
volumes  he  has  wrote,  are  you  not  inclined  tofu- 
fpe£t  that  he  never  was  engaged  in  the  affairs  of 
the  public,  or  the  fervice  of  his  prince  ?  On  the 
other  hand,  when  you  are  informed  how  indefa¬ 
tigable  he  was  in  his  ftudies,  are  you  not  dilpofed 
to  wonder  that  he  read  and  wrote  no  more  ?  For, 
on  one  fide,  what  obftac'es  would  not  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  a  court  throw  in  his  way  ?  And  on  th„e  o- 
thcr  what  is  it  thatfuch  intenle  application  might 
not  perform  ?  I  cannot  but  fmilc  therefore  when 
I  hear  myfdf  called  a  liudious  man,  who  in  com- 
parifon  to  him  am  a  mere  loiterer.  But  why  do 
I  mentirn  myfclf,  who  am  diverted  font  thefe 
puifuits,  by  numberlils  affairs  both  public  and 
p.  ivate?  Even  thcy’whrle  whole  lives  are  eu- 
*  About  3Z00  1.  of  our  money. 


gaged 


94  The  EPISTLES  Book  III', 

gaged  in  fludy,  mult  blufh  when  placed  in  the 
iiune  view  with  him. — t  have  run  out  my  letter, 
I  perceive,  beyond  the  extent  1  at  firfl  defigned, 
which  was  only  to  infoim  you,  as  you  defired, 
what  treatifes  he  has  left  behind  him.  But  I 
trull  this  will  not  be  lei's  acceptable  to  you  than 
the  books  themfelves,  as  it  may  pofiibly  not  on¬ 
ly  raife  your  curiofity  to  read  his  works,  but  your 
emulation  to  copy  hb  example,  by  fome  attempts 
of  the  fame  nature.  Farewell. 

Epijl  VI.  Pliny  to  Severus. 

I  Have  lately  bought,  with  a  legacy  that  was 
left  me,  a  flame  of  Corinthian  brafs.  It  is 
fir.all  indeed,  but  handfome  and  done  to  the  life,, 
at  leaf!  if  1  have  any  judgment ;  which  moil 
certainly  in  matters  of  this  fort,  as  perhaps  in  all 
others,  is  extremely  defective.  However,  I 
think  i  have  a  tafte  to  difeover  the  beauties  of 
this  figure :  as  it  is  naked,  the  faults,  if  there 
be  any,  as  well  as  the  perfections,  are  more,  ob- 
fervable.  It  reprefents  an  old  man  in  a  Handing 
pofture.  The  bones,  the  mufcles,  the  veins,  and 
wrinkles  are  fo  ftrongly  exprefied,  that  you 
would  imagine  the  figure  to  be  animated.  The 
character  is  well  preferved  throughout  every  part 
of  the  body :  the  hair  is  thin,  the  forehead 
broad,  the  face  Ihrivellcd,  the  throat  lank,  the 
arms  languid,  the  brealt  fallen,  and  the  belly 
funk ;  as  the  whole  turn  and  air  of  the  figure 
behind,  is  expreflive  of  old  age.  It  appears  to 
be  antique  from  the  ccdour  of  the  brafs.  In 
Ihort,  it  is  a  performance  fo  highly  finifheJ  as 
to  merit  the  attention  of  the  moll  curious,  and 
to  afford  at  the  iiune  time  pleafure  to  the 
moft  common  obferver  :  and  this  induced  me, 
who  am  a  mere  novice  in  this  art,  to  buy  it. 
But  ldid  fo,  not  with  any  intent  of  placing  it  in 
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my  own  houfe,  (for  I  have  nothing  of  that  kind 
there),  but  with  a  dcfign  of  fixing  it  in  fome 
confpicuous  place  in  my  native  province,  per¬ 
haps  in  the  temple  of  Jupiter  :  for  it  is  a  pref.-nt 
vvel!  worthy  of  a  temple  and  a  god.  I  delire 
therefore  you  woulJ,  with  that  care  with  which 
you  always  execute  my  requefts,  give  immediate 
orders  for  a  pedeftal  to  be  made  for  it.  I  leave  the 
choice  of  the  marble  to  you,  but  let  my  name 
be  engraven  upon  it,  and,  if  you  think  proper, 
my  titles.  I  will  fend  the  llatue  by  the  firft  op¬ 
portunity  ;  or  poflibly  (which  I  am  fure  you 
will  like  better)  i  may  bring  it  myfelf:  for  I 
intend,  if  I  can  find  leifure,  to  make  an  excur- 
fi-.n  to  you.  This  is  a  piece  of  news  which  I 
kno.v  you  will  rejoice  to  hear;  but  you  will 
foon  change  your  countenance  when  I  tell  you, 
my  vilit  will  be  only  for  a  few  days :  for  the 
fame  bufinefs  that  now  detains  me  here,  will 
prevent  my  making  a  longer  flay.  Farewell. 


Epijl.  VII.  Pliny  to  Caninius. 

I  AM  juft  now  told,  that  Silius  Italicus  has 
ftarveJ  himfelf  to  death,  at  his  country  - 
houfe  near  Naples.  The  caule  was  his  ill  health. 
Having  been  aiHi&cd  with  an  impofthume  which 
was  deemed  incurable,  he  grew  weary  of  life 
under  fuch  uneafy  circumftances,  and  therefore 
put  an  end  to  it,  with  the  moll  determined  cou¬ 
rage.  He  had  been  extremely  fortunate  through 
the  whole  courle  of  his  days,  excepting  only 
the  lofs  of  his  younger  Ion  ;  however,  that  was 
made  up  to  him  in  the  lat  is  faction  of  feeing  his 
eldeft,  who  is  of  a  more  amiable  character,  at¬ 
tain  the  confular  dignity,  and  of  leaving  him  in 
a  very  flouriftving  fituation.  He  fullered  a  little 
in  his  reputation  in  the  time  of  Nero,  having 
been  fufpected  of  forwardly  joining  in  loine  of 
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the  informations  which  were  carried  on  in  the 
reign  of  that  prince  ;  but  he  made  ute  of  his  in- 
terefl  in  Vitellius,  with  great  difcretion  and  hu¬ 
manity.  He  acquired  much  honour  by  his  ad- 
miniftration  of  the  government  of  Aha;  and  by 
his  approved  behaviour  after  his  retirement  from 
bufinels,  cleared  his  character  from  that  ftain 
which  his  former  intrigues  had  thrown  upon  it. 
He  lived  among  the  nobility  of  Rome,  without 
power,  and  confequentiy  without  envy.  Though 
he  frequently  was  confined  to  his  bed,  and  al¬ 
ways  to  his  chamber,  ye:  he  was  highly  refpeCt- 
ed  and  much  vifited  ;  not  with  a  view  to  his 
wealth,  but  merely  on  account  of  his  merit. 
He  employed  his  time  between  converfing  with 
men  of  letters,  and  compofing  of  verfes  ;  which 
he  fometimes  recited,  in  order  to  try  the  fenti- 
ments  of  the  public  :  but  he  difeovered  in  them 
more  induftry  than  genius.  In  the  decline  of 
his  years  he  entirely  quitted  Rome,  and  lived  al¬ 
together  in  Campania,  from  whence  even  the 
acceiTion  of  the  new  emperor  could  not  draw 
him.  A  circumftance  which  I  mention  as  well 
to  the  honour  of  the  prince,  who  was  not  dif- 
pbaied  with  that  liberty,  as  of  Italieus,  who 
was  not  afraid  to  make  ufe  of  it.  He  was  re¬ 
proached  with  being  fond  of  all  the  elegancies  of 
the  fine  arts  to  a  degree  of  excels.  He  had  fe- 
veral  villas  in  the  lame  province,  and  the  laft 
purchafe  was  always  the  chief  favourite,  to  the 
ncgle£t  of  the  reft.  They  were  all  furnifhed 
with  large  collections  of  books,  ftatues,  and  pic¬ 
tures,  which  he  more  than  enjoyed,  he  even 
adored  ;  particularly  that  of  Virgil,  of  whom  he 
was  fo  paflionate  an  admirer,  that  he  celebrated 
the  anniverfary  of  that  poet’s  birthday  with 
more  folemnity  than  his  own  ;  efpecially  at  Na¬ 
ples,  where  he  ufed  to  approach  his  tomb  with 
as  much  reverence  .as  if  it  had  been  a  temple.  In 
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this  tranquillity  he  lived  to  the  feventy-fifth  year 
of  his  age,  with  a  delicate,  rather  than  a  fickly 
conftitution.  It  is  remarkable,  that  as  he  was 
the  laft  perfon  upon  whom  Nero  conferred  the 
confular  office,  (that  prince  being  killed  during 
his  eonfulfhip),  fo  he  was  the  lad  alfo  that  fur- 
vived  of  all  thole  who  had  been  railed  by  him  to 
that  dignity.  When  I  confider  this,  I  cannot 
forbear  lamenting  the  tranlttory  condition  of 
mankind.  Is  there  any  thing  in  nature  fo  Ihort 
and  limited  as  human  life,  even  in  its  moil  ex¬ 
tended  period  ?  Does  it  not  feem  to  you,  my 
fiiend,  but  yefterday,  that  Nero  was  upon  the 
throne  ?  and  yet  not  one  of  all  thole  who  were 
confuls  in  his  reign  now  remains !  But  why 
fltould  I  wonder  at  an  event  fo  common  ? 
Lucius  Pifo  (the  father  of  that  Pifb  who  was 
infamoufly  alTaffinated  by  Valerius  Feftus  in  A- 
frica)  uled  to  fay,  he  did  not  lee  one  perfon  in 
the  fenate  who  fat  in  that  houfe  when  he  was 
conful :  fuch  multitudes  are  fwept  away  in  fo 
lliort  a  fpace  !  I  am  therefore  fo  far  from  think¬ 
ing  thofe  tears  of  Xerxes  need  any  apology, 
that  in  my  judgment  hiftory  does  honour  to  his 
character,  which  informs  us,  that  when  this 
prince  had  attentively  furveyed  his  imraenfe  ar¬ 
my,  he  could  not  refrain  from  weeping,  with 
the  thought  that  fb  many  thoufand  lives  would  fo 
foon  be  extinct.  The  more  ardent  therefore 
fhould  our  zeal  be  to  lengthen  out  this  fhort 
portion  of  exigence,  by  acquiiitions  of  glory, 
if  not  in  the  active  feenes  of  life,  (which  is  not 
always  in  our  own  power),  yet  however  in  thole 
of  ftudy  and  contemplation  ;  and  lince  it  is  not 
granted  us  to  live  long,  let  us  tranfmit  to  pofte- 
riry  fome  memorial  that  we  have  at  lead  lived. 
I  well  know,  you  want  not  any  incitement  to 
virtue  ;  but  the  warmth  of  my  alre&ion  for  you, 
inclines  me  to  forward  you  in  the  courie  you  al- 
V  oz..  I.  I  ready: 
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ready  purfue  ;  as  I  have  often  found  myfelf  en¬ 
couraged  by  your  generous  exhortations.  How 
glorious  is  the  contention,  when  two  friends  thus 
drive  who  (hall  animate  each  ocher  moil  in  their 
purfuits  of  immortal  fame  !  Farewell. 

EpiJl.V III.  Pliny  to  Tranquillus. 

YO  U  a<d  .agreeably  to  that  regard  with 
which  you  always  entreat,  by  fo  earned  a 
felicitation,  that  I  would  confer  the  military  tri¬ 
bunate  upon  your  relation,  Caefennius  Silvanus, 
which  I  had  obtained  of  the  mod  illudrious  Ne- 
ratius  Marceiius  for  yourfelf.  As  it  would  have 
given  me  great  pleafurc  to  have  feen  you  in  that 
poll,  fo  it  will  not  be  Iels  acceptable  to  me  to 
have  it  beftowed  upon  one  whom  you  recom¬ 
mend.  For  hardly,  I  think,  would  it  be  con¬ 
fident  to  wilh  a  man  advanced  to  honours,  and 
yet  envy  him  a  title  far  nobler  than  any  other  he 
can  receive,  even  that  of  a  generous  and  an  af- 
fe&ionate  relation,  'l'o  deferve  and  to  grant  fa¬ 
vours,  is  the  faired  point  of  view  in  which  we 
can  be  placed  ;  and  this  amiable  chara&er  will 
be  yours,  if  you  refign  to  your  friend,  what  is 
due  to  your  own  merit.  I  mud  acknowledge 
at  the  fame  time,  I  am  by  this  means  advancing 
my  own  reputation,  as  the  world  will  learn  from 
hence,  that  my  friends  not  only  have  it  in  their 
power  to  enjoy  fuch  an  honourable  pod,  but  to 
dilpofe  of  it.  1  readily  therefore  comply  with  your 
generous  requed  ;  and  as  your  name  is  not  yet 
entered  upon  the  roll,  I  can  without  difficulty 
infert  Silvanus’s  in  its  dead  :  and  may  he  accept 
this  good  office  at  your  hands  with  the  fame 
grateful  difpofition  that  I  am  Cure  you  will  re¬ 
ceive  mine.  Farewell. 
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EpiJi.lX.  Pliny  to  Minutianus. 

I  Can  now  give  you  a  full  account  of  the  great 
fatigue  I  underwent  in  the  public  cauie  of  the 
province  of  Baetica  ;  a  caufe  which  turned  upon 
a  variety  of  fadts,  and  took  up  feveral  days.  C;e- 
cilius  Claflicus  was  governor  of  Breticn,  the 
year  that  Marius  Prifcus  enjoyed  the  fame  honour 
in  Africa.  Caecilius  was  a  man  of  a  bafe  aban¬ 
doned  charadler,  and  had  exercifed  his  authority 
with  great  violence  and  opprefCon.  He  was  a 
native  of  Africa,  as  Prifcus  was  of  Btrtica ;  in  al- 
lufion  to  which  thefe  people  ufcd  archly  to  fay, 
(as  refentment  often  gives  a  certain  agreeable 
fprightlinefs),  we  arc  paid  in  our  own  coin.  The 
only  difference  between  them  was,  that  Marius 
was  profecuted  by  a  fingle  city,  and  levcral  pri¬ 
vate  perfons  ;  whereas  the  charge  againft  Clafficus 
was  brought  by  the  whole  united  province  of 
Baetica.  He  efcapcd,  however,  the  coufequences 
of  this  impeachment,  either  by  an  accidental  or 
voluntary  death,  I  know  not  which;  It  is  cer¬ 
tain  at  leaft,  the  world  threw  upemhim  the  im¬ 
putation  of  the  latter;  though  I  muff  confils 
that  point  is  to  me  extremely  doubtful.  For  as, 
on  the  one  hand,  it  is  in  general  reafunabl;  to 
fuppofe,  that  any  man  fhould  rather  chule  to  die, 
than  be  arraigned  of  a  crime  which  he  could  not 
clear  hiinlelf  of ;  fo,  on  the  other,  it  is  furprifing, 
that  he  who  was  not  afhamed  to  commit  fo  bafe 
an  adlion,  fhould  yet  have  courage  enough  to 
prefer  death  to  the  difgrace  of  a  public  convidlion. 
Neverthelefs,  the  B;ecici  perfifted  in  going  on 
with  the  profecution.  This  privilege,  of  which 
the  laws  admit,. was  now,  after  long  difufe,  re¬ 
vived  in  the  prelent  inftanco.  They  went,  far¬ 
ther,  and  infilled  that  his  accomplices  Ihould  like- 
wile  be  proceeded  againft  at  the  lame  time.  I 
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was  counfel  for  the  province,  together  with  Luc- 
ceius  Albinos,  who  was  joined  with  me.  He 
is  a  copious  and  elegant  orator ;  and  though  I  al¬ 
ways  loved  him,  yet  being  affociated  with  him  in 
this  caufe,  has  confiderably  heightened  my  affec¬ 
tion  for  him.  There  is  fomething  in  the  purfuit 
of  fame,  efpecialiy  of  the  eloquent  kind,  that  is 
felfifh,  unfociable,  and  jealous  of  participation ; 
but  there  .was  no  rivallhip  between  us,  and  we 
united  our  joint  efforts  in  the  management  of 
this  caufe,  without  giving  into  any  feparate  or 
private  views  of  our  own.  W e  thought  the  point 
in  queftion  was  of  too  much  importance,  and  of 
too  complicated  a  nature,  for  each  of  us  to  be 
limited  to  a  fingle  fpeech.  We  were  apprehenfive 
wc  fhould  neither  have  ftrength,  nor  time,  to 
make  good  our  charge  againft  fo  many  parties, 
if  we  comprifed  them  all  under  one  general  ac- 
cufation.  Such  a  variety  of  perfons  and  fa&s 
would  be  apt  to  confound,  as  well  as  weary  the 
attention  of  the  judges.  Befides,  in  that  collec¬ 
tive  way  of  proceeding,  either  the  intereft  of  fome 
might  prove  a  protection  to  all  the  reft ;  or  the 
moft  inconfiderablc  of  the  party  might  be  facrifi- 
ced  to  the  juftice  of  their  country,  in  order  to 
favour  the  efcape  of  thofe  of  a  more  confpicuous 
rank ,  for  partiality  never  exerts  icfelf  with  more 
fuccefs,  than  when  it  is  concealed  under  the  fpe- 
cious  appearance  of  feverity.  We  remembered 
the  advice  of  Sertorius,  who  directed  the  ftrong- 
eft  foluier  to  tear  oft'  the  horfe’s  tail  at  once,  and 
the  wcakeft:  to  pull  it  off  hair  by  hair. — But  you 
know  the  ftory.  In  the  fame  manner  we  thought 
we  had  no  other  way  to  cope  with  fuch  a  nume¬ 
rous  body  of  criminals,  but  by  attacking  them 
fingly.  Our  firft  and  principal  point  was  to 
prove  Claflicus  guilty,  which  would  prepare  the 
way  to  his  accomplices ;  for  till  that  was  done, 
it  would  not  be  poffible  to  fix  any  thing  upon 
them. 
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them.  Amongft  there  we  fingled  out  Bsebius 
Probus,  and  Fabius  Hifpanus,  whom  we  tnought 
proper  to  join  with  Ciafficus  :  thele  perfons  were 
confiderable  by  their  infereft,  and  HilpanuS'  in 
particular  by  his  eloquence.  There  was  no  diffi¬ 
culty  in  proving  the  charge  3gainft  Ciafficus,  for 
there  was  found  among  his  papers  an  account 
under  his  own  hand  of  the  feverai  fums  he  had 
taken,  and  upon  what  occafions.  A  letter  was 
alfo  produced  which  he  fentto  one  of  his  miftref- 
fes  at  Rome,  wherein  heexprefles  himlelf  in  thefe 
words  :  Rejoice  zvitb  me ,  for  I  am  prepat  ing  to  re¬ 
turn  to  you  ;  and  in  fucb  a  manner  as  to  have  nothing 
to  fear  from  my  creditors ,  having  railed  four  mil¬ 
lions  of  fejlerces  upon  the  Beetici.  But  it  coft  us 
much  time  and  pains  to  make  good  the  articles, 
againft  Hifpanus  and  Probus.  Before  1  came  to- 
the  particular  crimes  alleged  againft  them,  I 
thought  it  extremely  neceflary  to  prove,  that  to 
be  the  agents  and  minifters  of  a  governor  in 
matters  manifeftly-  unjuft,  was  in  itfelf.  criminal. 
For  they  did  not  pretend  to  deny  the  fa<ft,  but 
pleaded  in  their  excufe,  that  they  were  officers 
under  Clafficus,  and  therefore  obliged  to  obey 
his  orders.  Claudius  Reftirutus,  who  was  counfel 
on  their  fide,  allured  me,  he  never  was  more  per¬ 
plexed  and  confounded  than  when  he  perceived 
I  had  feized  this  poll,  in  which  he  had  placed  all 
his  ftrength  and  confidence;  though  no  man  is 
more  expert  3nd  vigilant  in  his  profeffion,  or 
more  prepared  againft  a  iurprife.  The  fenate 
decreed,  that  an  account  fhould  be  taken  of  what 
effects -Clafficus  was  poflelfed  of  before  he  went 
into  his  government,  which  fhould  be  given  to 
his  daughter,  and  dire&ed  the  overplus  to  be  di¬ 
vided  among  the  unhappy  fuflvrcrs.  The  decree 
added  farther,  that  his  creditors  fhould  refund 
whatever  monies  they  had  received  fince  his  re¬ 
turn.  Hifpanus  and  Probus  were  ftntcnced  to- 
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be  banifhed  for  five  years :  fo  very  atrocious  did 
that  conduit  now  appear,  which  feemed  at  firft 
to  be  doubted  whether  it  was  criminal  or  not. 
A  few  days  afterwards  we  proceeded  againft  Cla- 
vius  Fufcus,  who  married  the  daughter  of  Claffi- 
cus,  and  Stillonius  Prifcus,  who  commanded  a 
troop  under  him  ;  but  with  very  different  fuc- 
cefs  :  for  the  former  was  acquitted,  and  the  latter 
banifhed  Italy  for  two  years.  At  the  third  hear¬ 
ing,  we  thought  it  advifable  to  join  feveral  ac¬ 
complices  in  one  general  charge,  left  by  pro¬ 
tracting  this  affair  any  longer,  evenjuftice  herfelf 
fhould  be  quite  fpent  and  worn  out.  We  had 
indeed  defignedly  referved  the  moft  inconfiderable 
of  the  perfons  concerned  to  this  day  ;  the  wife 
ofClaflicus  only  excepted,  againft  whom,  though 
there  was  ftrong  fuf^icion,  the  proofs  were  by 
no  means  thought  clear:  as  to  his  daughter, 
who  was  likewife  in  the  number  of  the  accufed, 
-there  was  not  the  leaft  ground  to  charge  any 
thing  upon  her.  When  therefore  in  the  con- 
clufion  of  the  pleadings  1  was  to  take  notice  of 
her,  I  thought  it  would  ill  become  me  to  bear 
haul  upon  one  who  appeared  to  be  innocent ;  and 
theref  re  1  fpoke  very  fully  and  freely  in  her 
favour,  as  there  was  now  no  danger  that  this 
would  takeoff  from  the  weight  of  the  accufation, 
as  it  might  have  done  if  I  had  mentioned  it  in  the 
outfet  of  the  caule.  I  addreffed  myfelf  to  the 
deputies,  and  defired  they  would  tell  me  if  they 
had  any  thing  to  allege  againft  her,  which  they 
thought  they  could  prove ;  and  appealed  to  the 
fenate  whether  I  ought  to  employ  my  eloquence, 
if  in  truth  1  had  anv,  to  the  deftrudlion  of  the 
innocent:  and  1  concluded  with  faying.  But  per¬ 
haps  I  Jhcll  be  afked ,  if  I  take  upon  myjeif  to  a£t  as 
a  judge  ?  Jpy  no  means:  /  confider  myjeif  however  as 
an  advocate  chojen  tut  from  amidjl  that  venerable 
body. 
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Thus  ended  this  caufe,  in  which  fo  many 
parties  were  concerned.  Tome  of  whom  were  ac¬ 
quitted,  but  the  greater  number  condemned, 
either  to  perpetual  banilhment,  or  for  a  limited 
time.  The  fenate  were  pleafed  in  the  fame  de¬ 
cree  to  honour  us  with  a  very  ample  teftimony  in 
our  favour,  by  exprefling  their  approbation  of 
our  diligent,  faithful,  and  refolute  behaviour  in 
the  management  of  this  trial :  the  only  reward 
equal  to  fo  laborious  a.  tafk.  You  will  eafily 
concede  the  fatigue  we  underwent  in  fpeaking 
and  debating  lo  long  and  lb  often,  and  in  exami¬ 
ning,  aflifting,  and  confuting  fuch  a  number  of 
witnefles  ;  as  well  as  what  a  diflicult  and  difa- 
greeable  talk  we  had,  to  withftaod  the  private  fe¬ 
licitations  and  public  oppofition  of  the  friends  of 
the  accufed.  To  give  you  an  inflance  :  One  of 
the  judges  themlelves,  who  thought  I  prefled  too 
hard  upon  a  party  whom  he  favoured,  could  not 
forbear  interrupting  me;  Give  me  leave.,  faid  1,  to 
go  on  ;  for  when  I  have  /aid  all  I  can ,  he  will  Jlill 
be  as  innocent as  he  was  before.  From  hence  you 
will  colledl:  what  a  fcene  of  contention  1  went 
through,  and  what  enemies  I  brought  upon  my- 
lelf.  However,  it  was  but  for  a  fealbn.  For 
though  honefty  may  for  the  time  offend  thofe 
it  oppofes,  yet  it  will  at  laft  be  juftified  and  ad¬ 
mired,  even  by  the  very  perfens  who  fufFer  from  it. 

Thus  I  have  laid  before  you,  in  the  cleareft 
manner  I  am  able,  this  whole  tranladiion.  You 
will  regret,  perhaps,  the  reading  fo  long  a  letter, 
and  tell  me  it  was  learce  worth  the  trouble.  Aik 
me  then  no  more  what  is  doing  at  Rome;  and 
remember,  in  my  excule,  that  confidering  the 
time  this  trial  took  up,  the  great  number  of  per- 
fons  concerned,  and  the  leveral  proceedings  a- 
gainft  them,  my  letter  is  of  no  unreafonable  length: 
and  I  really  think  1  have  related  the  whole  with 
as  much  brevity  as  exadtnefs,— But  upon  recol- 
leition 
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le&ion  l  find  I  muft-  recall  that  laft  word  ;  for  I 
perceive,  a  little  too  late  indeed,  that  1  have  omit¬ 
ted  a  material  circutnftance.  However,  I  will 
mention  it  here,  though  fomething  out  of  its 
place.  In  this  I  have  the  authority  of  Homer, 
and  feveral  other  great  names  to  keep  me  in 
countenance  ;  and  the  critics  will  tell  you  this 
irregular  manner  has  its  beauties :  but,  upon  my 
word,  it  is  a  beauty  I  had  not  at  all  in  my  view. 
One  of  the  witnefles,  whether  in  rcfentment  that 
he  was  fummoncd  contrary  to  his  inclination,  or 
that  he  was  fu homed  by  (bme  of  the  parties  ac- 
cufed  to  weaken  the  credit  of  the  charge,  defired 
leave  to  exhibit  articles  againftNorbanus  Licini- 
anus,  one  of  the  deputies,  and  a  commiflioner  ap¬ 
pointed  to  carry  on  the  prefent  profecution,  alle¬ 
ging,  that  he  hacLprevaricated  in  his  charge  againft 
Cafta,  the  wife  of  Clafficus.  The  laws  direct, 
that  the  party  accufed  fhall  be  firft  proceeded  a- 
gainft,  before  any  information  fhall  be  received  to 
the  prejudice  of  thepeifon  who  brings  the  charge ; 
becaufe,  how  far  he  is  to  be  credited  will  beft 
appear  from  the  accufation  itfelf.  But  fo  ex¬ 
tremely  odious  was  Notbanus,  that  neither  the 
authority  of  the  laws,  nor  a  regard  to  his  public 
funftion,  could  proiefl  him.  He  was  a  man  of 
an  infamous  character,  who,  like  many  others, 
had  ufed  his  intereft  with  Domitian  to  very  vile 
purpofes.  He  was  appointed  one  of  the  commif- 
fioners  by  the  province  to  manage  this  trial,  not 
becaufe  they  had  any  opinion  of  his  integrity,  but 
as  being  a  declared  enemy  to  Clafficus,  by  whom 
he  had  been  banifhed.  Norbanus  defired  he 
might  have  time  allowed  him  for  his  defence, 
and  a  copy  of  the  articles  of  his  accufation.  Both 
which  were  refufed  him,  and  he  was  ordered  to 
anfwer  immediately  to  the  charge.  He  did  fo ; 
and  when  I  confide i  his  character,  I  know  not 
whether  L  fhould  fay  with  great  impudence,  or 


great 
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great  courage,  but  undoubtedly  with  great  readi¬ 
ng's.  There  were  many  things  alleged  againft 
him,  much  more  to  his  diladvantage  than  the 
crime  with  which  he  was  particularly  charged. 
Among  the  reft,  Pomponius  Rufus,  and  Libo 
Frugi,  perfons  of  confular  dignity,  depofed,  that 
he  was  counlel,  in  the  reign  of  Domitian,  for 
thofe  infamous  wretches  who  had  informed  a- 
gainft  Salvius  Libcralis.  In  /hort,  Norbanus  was 
condemned  and  banilhed.  When  therefore  I 
came  to  /peak  againft  Cafta,  I  infilled  fingly  upon 
this  fentence  againft  Norbanus.  But  I  urged 
this  to  little  purpofe;  for,  by  a  very  unprecedent¬ 
ed  and  indeed  a  contradictory  way  of  proceeding, 
the  perfon  accufed  was  acquitted,  while  he  who 
had  entered  into  this  combination  in  her  favour, 
was  condemned.  You  will  be  curious  to  be  in¬ 
formed  how  we,  who  were  counlel  againft  her, 
afted  in  this  extraordinary  conjuncture.  We 
acquainted  thefenate,  that  as  we  had  received  all 
our  inftruCtions  from  Norbanus,  we  could  not,  if 
he  fhould  be  convided  of  collufion  with  this  wo¬ 
man,  proceed  without  new  ones.  After  this, 
during  all  his  trial,  wre  fat  down,  without  inter¬ 
meddling  in  the  affair.  Norbanus,  after  his  con¬ 
viction,  continued  prefent  throughout  the  whole 
proceedings,  and  preferved  the  fame  refolution, 
or  impudence  to  the  laft.  And  here,  upon  review¬ 
ing  my  letter,  I  find  I  have  been  guiltj'of  another 
omiflion.  I  fhould  have  told  you,  that  Salvius 
Liberalis  inveighed  ftrongly  againft  the  reft  of 
the  deputies,  infilling,  that  they  had  betrayed  the 
trull  repofed  in  them  by  the  province,  and  had 
not  brought  to  juftice  all  the  parties  they  were 
direCled  to  profecute.  As  he  is  a  man  of  great 
warmth  of  temper  and  much  eloquence,  they 
were  really  in  fome  danger.  But  I  took  thole 
worthy  perfons  under  my  protection,  and  they 
are  fo  grateful  as  to  acknowledge  I  laved  them 
from 
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from  the  dorm  with  which  they  were  threatened. 
And  now,  my  friend,  I  will  put  an  end  to  my 
letter  in  good  earned ;  and  will  not  detain  you 
with  adding  a  fyllable  more,  even  though  I 
(hould  find  lome  circumdances  have  {till  efcaped 
me.  Farewell. 

Epl/LX.  Pliny  to  Spurinna  and  Coccia  *. 

WHen  I  paid  my  lad  vifit  to  you,  I  did 
not  acquaint  you,  that  I  had  compo- 
fed  fomething  in  praife  of  your  fon  ;  becaufe 
it  was  not  written  for  the  fake  of  oftentation, 
but  merely  as  a  private  tribute  of  affection  to  his 
memory,  and  as  a  confolaciotT  to  me  in  my  con¬ 
cern  for  the  lofs  of  him.  Befides,  my  dear  Spu¬ 
rinna,  as  you  told  me  you  heard  I  had  recited, 
1  imagined  you  were  informed  at  the  fame  time 
of  the  fubjedlj  and  I  was  unwilling  to  caft  a 
gloom  upon  your  chcerfulnefs  in  that  feafon  of 
gaiety  in  which  I  found  you,  by  recalling  to 
your  remembrance  fo  (evere  a  misfortune.  I 
have  even  dill  fome  doubt,  whether  I  (hould  only 
fend  you  what  I  then  recited,  or  join  with  it 
what  I  defign  for  another  effay :  for  a  fingle 
tra£l  was  not  only  infufficient  to  give  due  fcope 
to  the  fentiments  of  my  heart,  and  to  comprife 
the  full  offerings  I  would  pay  to  one  whofe  me¬ 
mory  I  fo  infinitely  love  and  honour  j  but  it 
feemed  alfo  more  for  the  interefl  of  his  fame,  to 
have  it  thus  fpread  by  feparate  pieces.  But  the 
confideration,  that  it  will  be  treating  you  with 
a  more  friendly  opennefs  to  tranfmit  to  you  the 
whole  now,  rather  than  relerve  part  of  it  to  ano¬ 
ther  time,  has  determined  me  to  do  fo ;  efpe- 
eially  as  you  have  aflured  me  you  will  not  part 
with  it  cut  of  your  hands,  till  I'think  proper  to 
fend  it  abroad.  1  beg  you  would  give  me  an  in- 
*  Spurinna’ s  wife. 
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ftance  of  the  fame  unreferved  freedom,  by  point¬ 
ing  out  to  me  what  you  fhall  judge  would  be 
bell  altered,  omitted,  or  added,  it  is  difficult 
(and  I  know  it  by  what  I  feel  'myfelf)  for  a 
mind  in  affli&ion  to  attend  to  fuch  little  cares. 
However,  as  you  would  direCl  a  painter  or  lla- 
tuary  who  was  reprelenting  the  figure  of  your 
Ion,  what  parts  he  would  retouch  or  exprels,  fo 
I  hope  you  wtll  guide  and  inform  my  hand  in 
this  more  durable,  or  (as  you  are  pleafed  to  think 
it)  this  immortal  picture  of  his  mind,  which  l 
am  endeavouring  to  draw  :  for  the  nearer  it  fhall 
refemble  the  original,  and  the  more  finilhed  it 
lhall  be,  lb  much  the  more  lulling  it  is  likely  to 
prove.  Farewell. 

Epift.  XI.  Pliny  to  Julius  Genitor. 

IT  is  the  generous  difpofition  of  our  friend  Ar- 
temidorus  to  exaggerate  the  good  offices  of 
his  friends  ;  and  in  that  light  you  mull  look  up¬ 
on  thofe  llrong  profelfions  he  makes  of  his  obli¬ 
gations  to  me.  it  is  true,  indeed,  when  the 
philofophers  were  expelled  Rome,  I  went  to 
fee  him  at  his  houfe  near  the  city,  and  I  ran 
the  greater  hazard  in  paying  him  that  vifit,  as  I 
was  at  that  time  praetor.  I  likewife  fupplied  him 
with  a  confiderable  fum  to  dilcharge  fo  me  debts 
he  had  contracted  upon  very  glorious  occafions, 
though  I  was  obliged  to  borrow  the  money  my- 
felf ;  while  his  other  friends,  who  both  in  power 
and  fortune  were  capable  of  affifling  him.  Hood 
calmly  at  a  dillance  without  contributing  any 
lelief  to  his  diflrels.  This  I  did  under  the  dis¬ 
couraging  inftances  before  my  eyes  of  the  fuffer- 
ings  of  leven  of  my  friends  ;  Senecio,  Rullicus, 
and  Helvidus  being  juft  then  put  to  death,  at  the 
lame  time  that  Mauricus,  Gratilla,  Arria,  and 
Fannia  werefent  into  exile.  And  fcorched  as  I 
was 
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was  with  the  lightning  of  the  ftate,  which  thus 
flafhed  round  me,  1  had  great  reafon  to  expedt  it 
would  not  be  long  before  it  deftroyed  me  too. 
But  I  do  not  efteem  myfelf  upon  that  account, 
as  meriting  the  high  encomiums  my  friend  be¬ 
llows  upon  me:  all  I  pretend  to  is,  that  I  was 
not  guilty  of  the  infamous  meanneis  of  abandon¬ 
ing  him  in  his  misfortunes.  I  had,  as  far  as  the 
difference  of  our  ages  would  admit,  a  friendfhip 
for  his  father-in-law  Mufonius,  whom  I  both 
loved  and  efteemed.  Artemidorus  himfelf  I  made 
acquaintance  with,  when  I  was  military  tribune 
in  Syria,  where  I  entered  into  the  ftridleft  inti¬ 
macy  with  him.  And  I  value  myfelf  upon  ha¬ 
ving  given  this  firft  mark  of  fomething  right  in 
my  difpofition,  that  I  fo  early  difeovered  the  me¬ 
rit  of  this  amiable  man,  who  if  he  is  not  a  philo- 
l'opher,  exceedingly  refembles  one  ;  I  am  fure  at 
leaft,  of  all  thofe  who  take  upon  themfelves  that 
title,  I  know  none  of  a  more  fincere  and  unaf- 
fe£ted  integrity.  I  forbear  to  mention  how  pa¬ 
tient  he  is  of  heat  and  cold,  how  indefatigable 
in  labour,-  how  abftemious  in  the  pleafures  of  the 
table,  and  how  abfoluteiy  he  reftrains  all  his  ap¬ 
petites  5  for  thefe  qualities,  confiderable  as  they 
would  certainly  be  in  any  other  character,  are 
rendered  leis  confpicuous  to  him,  by  the  fuperior 
luftre  of  thofe  more  extraordinary  virtues  which 
recommended  him  to  Mufonius  for  a  fon- in¬ 
law,  in  preference  to  fo  many  others  of  all  ranks 
who  paid  their  addrefles  to  his  daughter.  I  can¬ 
not  therefore  but  be  highly  fenlible  of  the  advan¬ 
tageous  terms  in  which  he  fpeaks  of  me  to  every 
body,  ?.:d  particularly  to  you.  But  I  am  appre- 
henfive  ( to  return  to  the  obfervation  with  which 
1  fet  out),  that  the  warmth  of  his  generous  be¬ 
nevolence  may  carry  him  beyond  the  bounds  I 
deferve :  for  he,  who  is  fo  free  from  all  other 
errors,  is  extremely  apt  to  fall  into  this  good-na- 
tared 
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tureJ  one,  of  over-rating  the  merit  of  his  friends. 
Farewell. 

Ewj?.  XII.  Pl iny  to  Catilius.  , 

I  Will  accept  of  your  invitation  to  f.ip  with 
you,  but  upon  this  exprefs  condition,  that 
the  fupper  be  fhort  and  frugal.  Let  our  enter¬ 
tainment,  like  the  convcrfation  of  S  'crates, 
abound  only  in  philofophival  confluence ;  and 
even  that  too  with  moderation.  There  are  cer¬ 
tain  midnight  parties,  which  Cato  hinifelf  could 
not  I’ufcly  fail  in  with  •,  though  I  mull;  conf.fs 
at  the  fame  time,  that  J.  Ctefar,  when  lie  re¬ 
proaches  him  upon  that  head,  exalts  the  charac¬ 
ter  he  endeavours  to  expofe :  for  he  deferihes 
thole  perfons  who  met  this  reeling  patriot,  as 
Muffling  when  they  difeovered  who  he  was  ;  ar.d 
adds,  You  would  have  thought,  that  Cato  had  dote  ti¬ 
ed  and  not  they  Cato.  Could  he  place  the 

dignity  of  Cato  in  a  flrongcr  light,  than  by  re- 
prefenting  him  thus  venerable,  even  in  his  cups? 
A s  for  ourfelves  ntverthcleis,  Jet  temperance  not 
ouiy  fpread  our  tabic,  but  regulate  our  hours: 
for  v.  e  are  not  arrived  at  f>  high  a  reputation, 
that  our  en-mies  cannot  ceniurc  us  but  to  cur 
honour.  Farewell. 

Epi/i.  XIII.  Pliny  to  Rom  anus. 

T N  compliance  with  vour  defire,  I  have  font 
i  you  the  panegyric  I  lpoke,  when  lately  con- 
ful,  in  honour  of  the  beft  of  princes,  and  I  would 
have  done  io,  though  you  had  not  demanded  it. 
I  could  with  when  you  perufe  it,  you  would  con- 
fidcr  rhe  difficulty,  as  well  as  the  dignity  of  ihe 
fubjefl.  In  othercompofitions,  whcie  the  read¬ 
er  is  not  acquainted  with  the  fubjeift,  the  novel- 
tv  of  it  engages  his  chief  attention  ;  but  in  a  to- 
Vol.  I.  K  pic 


i  io  The  EPISTLES  Book.  III. 
pic  To  known  and  exhnufted  as  this,  he  has  no¬ 
thing  to  divert  him  from  cojafidering  the  ftyle 
and  manner  of  his  author,  which  he  is  at  full 
Ivifurc  to  contemplate :  and  the  writer  has  a  hard 
talk  to  pleafe  his  readers,  when  the  whole  force 
of  their  ciiticilm  is  directed  to  that  fingle  point. 
But  I  Ihoit’id  be  glad  they  would  have  in  view 
the  difpofition,  the  figures,  and  connections  I 
have  obierved  in  this  difcou.le.  A  ftrong  ima¬ 
gination,  and  pompous  exprefii  >n  will  fome- 
times  break  out  in  the  mod  unpolifhed  writer  ; 
but  regularity  in  the  plan  of  a  work,  and  pro¬ 
priety  in  the  figures,  is  the  dillinguifhing  mark 
and  particular  privilege  of  an  improved  genius. 
The  Ihining  and  the  elevated  is  not  always  to  be 
purfued.  As  (hades  in  a  picture  (hew  the  lumi¬ 
nous  parts  to  more  advantage,  fo  the  plain  and 
fimple  in  writing  recommends  and  heightens  the 
fubiime.  But  1  forget  that  I  am  talking  to  one 
who  is  lb  complete  a  judge  of  thelc  matters.  T 
ihould  rather  beg  of  you  to  point  out  to  me  what 
you  thall  think  requires  correction  :  for  if  1  find 
you  diflike  fome  parts,  I  {hall  be  more  inclined 
to  believe  you  approve  of  the  reft.  Farewell. 

Epiji.  XIV.  Pliny  to  Acilius. 

fT'MdE  barbarous  manner  in  which  Largius 
§  Maccdo,  a  perfon  of  prtetorian  rank,  has 
been  lately  treated  by  his  {laves,  is  1b  extremely 
tragical,  that  it  deferves  to  be  the  fubjeCt  of  fomc- 
thing  more  confulerable  than  a  private  letter ; 
though  at  the  fame  time  it  muft  be  acknowled¬ 
ged,  there  was  a  haughtinefs  and  feverity  in  his 
treatment  of  them,  which  {hewed  him  little 
mindful  that  his  own  father  was  once  in  the  fame 
ftation.  They  furrounded  him  as  he  was  ba¬ 
thing,  at  his  villa  near  Formise,  and  force  beat 
him  about  the  face ‘and  head,  whilft  others  tram¬ 
pled 
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pled  upon  his  hrcaft,  his  bellv,and  his  privy  parts  : 
when  they  imagined  they  had  thus  completed 
their  intentions,  'hey  threw  him  upon  the  burn¬ 
ing  pavement  of  the  hot  bith,  to  try  if  there  was 
any  remaining  life  left  in  him.  He  lay  there 
ftretched  our,  and  motionlefs,  either  as  reallv 
fenlelefs,  or  counterfeiting  to  be  fo  ;  upon  which 
they  concluded  him  actually  dead.  In  this  con¬ 
dition  they  brought  him  out,  pietending  that  he 
had  fainted  avvav  by  the  heat  of  the  bath,  home 
of  his  more  truily  lervants  received  him,  and  the 
alarm  being  fpread  through  the  family,  his  mi- 
ft  relics  ran  to  him  with  the  rood  violent  {bricks. 
The  noife  of  their  ciics,  together  with  the  frefii 
air,  brought  him  a  little  to  himfelf,  and  he  gave 
figns,  (as  he  now  fafeiy  might),  that  he  was  not 
quite  dead.  The  murderers  immediately  made 
their  cfcape  5  but  the  greater  part  of  them  are  ta¬ 
ken,  and  they  are  in  purfuitof  the  reft.  By  pro¬ 
per  application  he  was,  with  great  difficulty, 
kept  alhc  for  a  few  days,  and  then  expired  ;  ha¬ 
ving  however  the  f:uisfa<3ion  before  he  died  of 
feeing  juft  vengeance  infii&cd  on  his  aflaflins. 
Thus  you  fee  to  what  indignities,  outrages,  and 
dangers  we  are  expofed.  Lenity  and  good  treat¬ 
ment  is  no  lecurify  from  the  villanits  of  your 
fervants  ;  for  it  is  malice,  and  not  reflection  that 
arms  f.ich  ruffians  againft  their  mafters.  —  So 
much  for  this  piece  of  news  :  and  now,  1  think, 
!  am  exhanfted.  But  you  will  he  apt,  I  imagine, 
to  afk,  “  Is  this  all:”  In  truth  it  is;  cthei wife, 
you  fhculd  have  it;  for  my  paper  and  my  time 
too  (as  it  is  a  helyday  with  me)  will  allow  me 
to  add  more.  Upon  recollection,  however,  I  can 
tell  you  one  faither  circumftance  relating  to 
Maccdo,  which  juft  new  occurs  to  me.  As  he 
was  once  in  a  public  bath  at  Rome,  a  remark¬ 
able,  and  (as  it  fhould  feem  by  the  manner  of 
his  death)  an  ominous  accident  happened  to 
K  2  him. 
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him.  A  flave  of  Maced  o’s,  in  order  to  make 
way  for  his  maiter,  laid  his  hand  gently  upon  a 
Roman  knight,  who  fud.len'y  turning  round, 
by  milhik-.*  gave  Mr.cedo  fi>  vi.lent  a  blow,  that 
he  aln.ru  knocked  him  down.  Thus  the  bath 
fe.ms  o  have  been  fatal  to  him  by  a  kind  of  gra¬ 
dation  ;  f- r  fi: lb  lie  : eneived  an  intJ ijgnit y,  and 
afterward,  lod  his  life  mere.  Farewell. 

Epjl.  XV.  PjLtN’Y  to  PeoCUS. 

YOU  deire  me  to  read  your  poems  in  rr.y  rc - 
ti.emrnt,  and  to  ex  .mine  whether  they  are 
worthy  cf  being  pi. 11  filed.  You  ufe  entreaties  t 
you  quote  authorities  ;  and  you  alk  me  to  fub- 
traift  fomc  Ibare  time  from  my  ov.  n  fiudics,  to 
bellow  it  upon  yours.  You  farther  add,  that 
Telly  was  remarkable  for  his  generous  encou¬ 
ragement  and  patrer.age  cf  poetical  geniufes. 
But  you  did  not  do  mejuftice,  if  you  fuppofed  I 
wanted  cither  entreaty  or  example  upon  this  oc- 
cafion,  who  not  only  honour  the  mufes  with  the 
moll  religious  regard,  but  have  alio  the  warmed 
fi iendfh.jp  foryoutfelf :  I  (hall  therefore  do  what 
you  require,  with  as  much  pleafure  as  care.  I 
believe  I  may  venture  to  declare  beforehand, 
that  your  performance  is  extremely  beautiful, 
and  ought  by  no  means  to  be  fupprefled  ;  at  leafl 
that  was  my  opinion  when  I  heard  you  recite  it : 
if  indeed  yeur  manner  did  not  impofe  upon  me; 
for  the  fit!  11  and  harmony  of  your  elocution  is 
certainly  inchanting.  1  trud  however,  the 
charming  cadence  did  not  entirely  overcome  the 
force  of  my  criticifm  ;  it  might  [  ofiibly  a  little 
f.'ften  its  feverity,  but  could  not  totally,  I  ima¬ 
gine,  difarm  me  of  it.  1  think  therefore  I  may 
now  fafely  pronounce  my  opinion  of  your  poems 
in  general ;  what  they  are  in  their  llveral  parts,  [ 
fin.il  judge  when  I  read  them.  Fa le wcil. 

Efijh 
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Epiji.  XVI.  Pliny  to  Nepos. 

I  Have  conftantly  obferved,  that  amon^ft  the 
noble,  adtions  and  remarkable  fayings  of  il- 
luftrious  perfons  of  both  &xes,  ihofe  which  have 
been  moll  celebrated  have  not  always  been  the 
moll:  illuftrious;  and  I  am  confirmed  in  this  opi¬ 
nion,  by  a  conveifation  I  had  ycfterday  with 
Fannia.  This  lady  is  grand- daughter  to  .that 
celebrated  Arria,  who  animated  her  hufband  to 
meet  death,  by  her  own  glorious  example.  She 
informed  me  of  feveral  particulars  relating  to  Ar¬ 
ria,  not  kfs  heroical  than  this  famous  adtion  of 
hers,  though  lei's  taken  notice  of;  which  I  am 
perfuaded  will  raife  your  admiration  as  much  as 
they  did  mine.  Her  hufband  CJatcir.ru  Pattus, 
and  her  fon,  were  both  at  the  fame  time  attack¬ 
ed  with  a  dangerous  illnefs,  of  which  the  Ion 
died.  This  youth,  who  had  a  molt  beautiful 
perfon  and  amiablevbehaviour,  was  not  lefs  en¬ 
deared  to  his  parents  by  his  virtues  than  by  the 
ties  of  affedlion.  His  mother  managed  his  fu- 
ncr.'l  fo  privately  that  Pretus  did  not  know  of 
his  death.  Whenever  {he  came  into  his  bed¬ 
chamber,  fi-.e  pretended  her  fon  was  better  ;  and 
as  often  as  he  inquired  after  his  health,  would 
anfu  er,  that  he  had  : cited  well,  or  had  ate  with 
an  appetite.  W hen  fhe  found  ffcc  could  no  long¬ 
er  reftrain  her  grief,  but  her  tears  were  gufhing 
our,  fhe  would  leave  the  room,  and  having  given 
vent  to  her  paflion,  return  again  with  dry  eyes 
and  a  ferene  countenance,  as  if  fhe  had  difmifled 
every  fentiment  of  furrow  at  her  entrance.  The 
*  action  was,  no  doubt,  trolly  noble,  when 
'  drawing 

*  The  ftory,  as  mentioned  by  feveral  of  the  ancient 
hiftorians,  is  to  this  purpefe  :  Partus  having  joined 
K.  3  Scribordanus, 
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drawing  the  dagger  Ihe  plunged  it  in  her  breaft, 
and  then  prefented  it  to  her  hufband  with  that 
ever  memorable,  I  had  almoft  laid  that  divine 
expreflion,  Past  us,  it  is  not  painful.  It  mult  how¬ 
ever  be  coniidered,  when  Ihe  fpoke  and  added 
thus,  Ihe  had  the  profpcdl  of  immortal  glory  be¬ 
fore  her  eyes  to  encourage  and  fupport  her. 
Eat  was  i:  not  fomething  much  greater,  without 
the  view  cf  fuch  powerful  motives,  to  hide  her 
tears,  to  conceal  her  grief,  and  cheerfully  feem 
the  mother  when  Ihe  was  fo  no  more  ? 

Scribonianus  had  taken  up  arms  in  Illyria  a- 
gainft  Claudius,  where  having  loft  his  life,  I’te- 
tus,  who  was  of  his  party,  was  brought  prif  ncr 
to  Rome.  When  they  were  gning  to  put  him 
on  board  a  (hip,  Arria  belought  the  loldiers  that 
Ihe  might  be  permitted  to  go  with  him  :  Cer¬ 
tainly,  faid  fhe,  )  ou  cannot  refuj'e  a  man  of  confttlar 
dignity ,  as  be  is,  a  few  Jlaves  to  wait  upon  him  ;  lut 
if  you  will  take  me,  1  alone  will  perforin  that  ojfce. 
This  favour,  however,  (he  could  not  obtain  ; 
upon  which  ihe  hired  a  fmal!  filhing-vtfl'el,  and 
•boldly  ventured  to  follow  the  (hip.  At  her  re¬ 
turn  to  Rome,  Ihe  met  the  wife  of  Scribonianus 
in  the  emperor’s  palace,  who  prefling  her  to  dil- 
cover  all  Ihe  knew  of  that  infurredtton,  TVhat ! 
laid  (he,  fnall  I  regard  thy  advice,  who  faw  thy 
hujband  murdered  e  ven  in  thy  very  arms,  and  yet 
furvivcjl  him ?  An  exprefiion  which  plainly 
-(hews,  that  the  noble  manner  in  which  ihe  put 

Scribonianus,  who  was  in  arms  in  Illyria  againft 
Claudius,  was  taken  after  the  death  of  the  latter,  and 
condemned  to  death.  Arria,  having  in  vain  folicit- 
ed  his  life,  perfuaded  him  to  deftroy  himfelf,  rather 
than  fuffer  the  ignominy  of  falling  by  the  execution¬ 
er’s  hands ;  and  in  order  to  encourage  him  to  an  aft, 
to  which  it  ftems  he  was  not  much  inclined,  fhe  fet 
him  the  example  in  the  manner  Pliny  relates. 

an 
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an  end  to  her  life,  was  11a  unpremeditated- effect 
of  fudden  paffion.  When  Thralea,  who  married 
her  daughter,  was  diiluading  her  from  her  pur- 
pofe  of  deftroying  herfelf,  and  among  other  ar¬ 
guments  which  he  ufed,  (aid  to  her,  IVould  you 
then  advife  your  daughter  to  die  with  me,  if  my  life 
were  to  be  taken  from  me  ?  Moji  certainly  I  would, 
Ihe  replied,  if  Jhe  had  lived  as  long  and  in  as  much 
harmony  with  you,  as  I have  with  my  Ptetus.  I  his 
anfwer  greatly  heightened  the  alarm  of  her  family, 
and  made  them  obfervc  her  for  the  future  more 
narrowly  ;  which  when  (he  perceived,  fhe  afl'ured 
them,  all  their  caution  would  be  to  no  purpofe. 
You  may  oblige  me,  faid  (he,  to  execute  my  refolution 
in  a  way  that  will  give  me  more  pain ,  but  it  is  im- 
pojjible  you  Jhouhl  prevent  it.  She  had  fcarce  laid 
this,  when  ihe  fprang  from  her  chair,  and  run¬ 
ning  her  head  with  the  utmoft  violence  againft 
the  wall,  Ihe  fell  down,  in  appearance  dead. 
But  being  brought  to  herfelf,  I  told  you,  faid  Ihe, 
if  you  would  not  fuffer  me  to  take  the  eafy  paths  to 
death ,  I  Jhould  make  my  way  to  it  through  J'ome  more 
difficult  pajfage.  Now,  is  there  nor,  my  friend, 
foinerhing 'much  greater  in  all  this,  than  the  lo¬ 
rn  uch  talked  of,  Peetus ,  it  is  not  painful?  to 
which,  indeed,  it  feems  to  have  led  the  way  :  and 
yet  this  laft  is  the  favourite  topic  of  fame,  while 
all  the  former  are  palled  over  in  profound  filence. 
Whence  I  cannot  but  infer,  what  I  obferved  in 
the  beginning  of  my  letter,  that  the  moil  famous 
aftions  are  not  always  the  molt  noble.  Fare¬ 
well. 

Epi/l.  XVII.  Pliny  to  Seuvianus. 

IT  is  fo  long  fince  I  heard  from  you,  that  I  mull 
alk,  if  all  things  are  right?  If  they  are,  is  bufi- 
nels  your  obftrudfion  ?  Or,  if  you  are  not  em¬ 
ployed,  are  the  opportunities  of  writing  few  or 
none  ? 
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none  ?  Deliver  me  from  this  ftate  of  doubt :  it  is 
a  filiation  L  cannot  bear.  Relieve  me  though 
you  fend  your  letters  by  a  particular  mefienger. 

I  will  pay  his  travelling-expenfes  :  nay,  I  will 
give  him  more  ;  let  him  but  tell  me  what  I  wifh 
to  hear.  I  am  well,  if  a  man  can  be  faid  to  be 
well  who  lives  in  perpetual  fufpenfe  and  anxiety, 
expecting  and  fearing,  every  hour,  all  that  can 
poflibly  happen  to  his  deareft  friend  upon  earth. 
Farewell. 

Epi/i.  XVIII.  PlINY  to  Severus. 

IT  was  a  duty  incumbent  upon  me  in  quality 
of  conful,  to  return  the  thanks*  and  to  make 
the  compliments  of  the  republic  to  the  Emperor  ; 
but  after  I  had  performed  that  ceremony  in  the 
fenate  in  the  ufual  manner,  and  as  fully  as  the 
time  and  place  would  allow,  I-  thought  it  agree¬ 
able  to  the  affection  of  a  good  fubjedT,  to  enlarge 
thofe  general  heads,  and  extend  them  into  a  com¬ 
plete  difeourfe.  My  principal  view  in  doing  lo, 
was,  to  confirm  the  emperor  in  his  virtues,  by 
paying  that  tribute  of  applaufe  to  them  which 
they  fo  juftly  deferve  ;  and  at  the  feme  time  to  di- 
redt  future  princes,  not  in  the  formal  way  of  lec¬ 
ture,  but  by  his  more  engaging  example,  to 
thofe. paths  they,  muft  purfue,  if  they  would  attain 
the  fame  heights  of  glory.  To  inftrudt  princes 
how  to  form  their  ccndudt,  is  a  noble,  but  diffi¬ 
cult'  talk,  and  may,  perhaps,  be  eftcemrd  a  pre- 
fumption  :  but  to  applaud  the  charadter  of  an  ac- 
compl. filed  emperot,  and  to  hold  him  out  to 
pofttrity,  as  a  light  to  guide  fucceeding  monarchs, 
is  a  method  equally  ufeful,  and  much  more  mo- 
deft.  It  afforded  me  a  very  Angular  pleafure 
when  I  recited  this  panegyric,  that  my  friends 
gave  me  their  company,  though  I  did  not  folicit 
them  in  the  ufual  form  of  circular  billets,  but 
only 
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only  defied  their  attendance,  if  it  would  be  a- 
greeable  to  them,  and  they  were  entirely  difen- 
gaged.  You  know  the  exeufes  which  are  gene¬ 
rally  made  at  Rome  to  avoid  invitations  of  this 
kind  ;  yet,  though  the  weather  proved  extremely 
bad  at  that  time,  they  attended  the  recital  for  two 
days  together;  and  when  I  thought  it  would  be 
unreafonnble  to  detain  them  any  longer,  they 
infilled  upon  my  going  through  with  it  the  next 
day.  Shall  I  confider  this  as  an  honour  paid  to 
myfelf  or  to  polite  literature  ?'  Rather  let  me  fup- 
pol'e  to  the  latter,  which,  though  well  nigh  ex- 
tinft,  feems  to  be  now  again  reviving  amongfl 
us.  Yet  what  was  the  fubjeefc  which  raifed  tKis 
uncommon  attention?  No  other  than  what  for¬ 
merly,  even  in  the  fen  ate,  where  we  were  obliged 
to  fubmit  to  it,  we  could  not  endure  to  hear, 
though  but  for  a  few  moments.  But  now,  you  fee, 
we  have  patience  to  recite  and  attend  to  a  topic  of 
the  fame  nature  for  three  days  together :  and  the 
reafon  of  the  difference  is,  not  that  we  have  more 
eloquence,  but  more  liberty  than  formerly,  and 
confequently  write  with  more  fpirit.  Itisan addi¬ 
tional  glory  therefore  to  our  prefent  emperor,  that 
this  fort  of  harangues,  which  were  once  as  odious 
as  they  were  falfe,  are  now  as  pleafing  as  they 
are  finccre.  But  it  was  not  only  the  earneft  at¬ 
tention  of  my  audience  which  afforded'  me  plea- 
fure;  I  waa  greatly  delighted  too  with  the  juff- 
nds  of  their  tafte  for  I  tbferved,  that  the  more 
nervous  parts  of  my  difeourfe  gave  them  much  fa- 
tisfa£lion.  It  is  true,  indeed,  this  work,  which 
was  written  for  the  perufal  of  the  world  in  ge¬ 
neral,  was  read  only  to  a  few  however,  1  would 
willingly  look  upen  their  particular  judgment  as 
an  earneft  of  that  of  the  public,  and  rejoice  at 
their  manly  tafte  as  if  it  were  univerfally  fpread. 
It  was  in  eloquence  as  in  mufic,  the  vitiated  ears 
of  the  audience  introduced  a  depraved  ftyle  ;  but 
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now,  I  am  inclined  to  hope,  as  a  more  refined 
judgment  prevails  in  the  public,  our  competitions 
of  both  kinds  will  improve  too  •,  for  thole  authors 
whofe  only  view  is  to  plealV,  will  for  m  their  works- 
upon  the  general  taflc  of  the  people.  1  imagine, 
however,  in  fubjedfs'of  this  nature  the  florid  ftyle 
is  mod  proper ;  and  am  fo  far  from  thinking  that 
the  gay  colouring  I  have  ufed,  will  be  eftee tried 
foreign  and  unnatural,  that  I  am  moil  appre- 
hcr.nvc  that  cenfurc  will  fall  upon  thofe  parts 
where  l  have  been  mod  plain  and  unurnament- 
ed.  Ncvcrthelcfs  I  finccrely  wifh  the  time  may 
come  (and  would  to  heaven  it  now  were  !)  when 
the  fmooth  and  lufeious  manner  which  has  in- 
feiled  our  llyle,  fliall  give  place,  as  it  ought,  to 
fevere  andchatlecompolition. — Thus  I  have  given 
you  an  account  how  I  have  been  employed  thefe 
laft  three  days,  that  your  ablence  might  not  en¬ 
tirely  deprive  you  of  a  pleafure,  which,  from 
your  fricntlfhip  to  me,  and  the  part  you  take  in 
every  thing  that  concerns  the  interellof  learning, 
I  know  you  would  have  received,  if  you  had  been 
prefent.  Farewell. 

Epijl.  XIX.  Pi.it*--*  to  Calvisius  Rufus. 

I  Mull  apply  to  you,  according  to  my  cuftom , 
in  an  affair  which  concerns  my  finances. 
Somelands  which  Tie  contiguous  to  mine,  and  in¬ 
deed  are  intermixed  with  them,  are  offered  to  be 
fold.  There  are  fcveral  circumftances  which 
ftrongly  incline  me  to  this  purchaie,  as  there  are 
others  no  lefs  weighty  which  deter  me  from  it. 
The  fiift  recommendation  this  eftatc  has,  is,  the 
agreeable r.efs  of  its  joining  to  me,  the  next,  the 
advantage  r.s  well  as  the  pleafure  of  being  able  to 
vifit  it  under  one  trouble  and  expenfe  ;  to  have  ic 
looked  after  by  the  fame  fteward,  and  cultiyatcd 
alpioft  by  the  fame  hufbandmen ;  and  to  have 
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only  one  villa  to  maintain,  as  it  will  be  fuffident 
to  keep  up  the  other  juft  in  common  repair. 

I  take  into  this  account  furniture,  houfekeepers, 
gardeners,  artificers,  and  all  the  apparatus  that 
relates  to  the  game,  as  it  faves  a  very  confiderable 
cxpcufe  when  you  are  not  obliged  to  keep  them 
at  more  houfes  than  one.  On  the  other  hand, 

I  do  not  know  whether  it  is  prudent  to  venture 
fo  much  of  one’s  property  under  the  fame  climate, 
and  to  the  fame  cafualties ;  it  feems  a  more  lure 
method  of  guarding  againft  the  caprices  of  for¬ 
tune,  to  diftribute  one’s  pofleffions  into  different 
fituations  :  befidcs,  there  is  fomething  extremely 
amuling  in  fhifting  the  fcene,  and  travelling  from 
one  cftate  to  another.  But  to  mention  the  point 
of  principal  difficulty  :  the  lands  are  rich,  fertile, 
and  well  watered,  confiding  chiefly  of  meadow- 
grounds,  vineyards,  and  woods,  the  produce  of 
which,  though  it  is  not  very  great,  or  very  pro¬ 
fitable,  yet  feldom  fails  :  but  then,  to  balance  the 
advantages  of  foil,  the  prelent  tenants  have  been 
extremely  opprefled.  The  perfbn  who  was  laft 
in  poireffion  ufed  frequently  to  feifce  and  fell  their 
ftock,  by  which  means,  though  he  leflened  the 
debt  for  the  prefent,  yet  in  the  event  he  greatly 
impoverifhed  the  eftate,  and  the  confequence  was 
that  they  were  again  in  arrears.  I  fhall  be  obli¬ 
ged  therefore  to  furnifh  thele  honeft  farmers  with 
a  new  fupply  of  hands  for  tillage,  which  I  muft 
be  at  the  cxpenfe  of  buying,  is  there  are  none 
lcfc  upon  the  eftate,  neither  have  i  any  bond- 
llaves  of  my  own.  And  now  it  remains  only  to 
inform  you  of  the  price,  which  is  three  millions 
of  lefterces.  It  has  been  fmmerly  fold  for  five 
millions,  but  partly  by  the  general  calamity  of 
the  times,  and  partly  by  its  being  thus  fttipped 
of  labourers,  the  income  of  this  eftate  is  reduced, 
and  confequently  its  value.  You  will  be  incli¬ 
ned,  perhaps,  to  inquire  whether  I  can  eafily  raile 
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the  purchsfi:- money  ?  It  is  true,  indeed,  my  eftate 
is  chiefly  in  land,  though  I  have  fume  money- 
placed  out  at  intereft ;  but  I  can  without  difficul¬ 
ty  borrow  any  fum  I  have  occafion  for.  I  have 
always  a  fure  refource  in  the  purfe  of  my  wife’s 
mother,  which  1  can  ule  with  the  fame  freedom 
as  my  own  ;  fo  that  you  need  not  give  yourfelf 
any  trouble  as  to  that  article,  if  you  fhould  have 
no  other  objections,  which  I  beg  you  would  very 
maturely  confider  :  for  as  in  every  thing  clfe,  fo 
particularly  in  matters  of  oeconomy,  no  man  has 
more  judgment  and  experience  than  yourfelf. 
Farewell. 


Eptjl.  XX.  Pliny  to  Maximus. 

DO  you  remember  to  have  read  of  the  many 
.  commotions  that  were  occalioncd  hy  the 
law  which  directs  that  the  elections  of  magiftra-c-s 
lhall  be  by  balloting,  and  how  much  the  author 
of  it  was  both  approved  and  condemned'?  Yet 
this  very  law  the  fenaie  lately  unanimoufly  re¬ 
ceived,  and  upon  the  election-day,  with  one  con¬ 
tent,  called  for  the  ballots.  It  mult  be  owned, 
the  method  by  open  votes  had  introduced  into 
the  fenate  more  riot  and  diforder  than  is  feen  even 
in  the  aftembhes  of  the  people  ;  all  regularity  in 
fpeaking,  all  decency  of  filence,  all  dignity  of 
character  was  broke  through  ;  and  it  was  univer- 
frl  diifonance  and  clamour  :  here,  thefeveral  can¬ 
didates  running  from  fide  to  fide  with  their  pa¬ 
trons  •,  there,  a  troop  colle£tcd  together  in  the 
middle  of  the  fenate-houfe ;  and,  in  fnort,  the 
whole  afiembly  divided  into  feparate  parties,  crea¬ 
ted  the  mod  indecent  ponfulion.  Thus  widely 
had  we  departed  from  the  manners  of  our  ance- 
ftors,  who  conduced  thefe  elections  with  a  calm- 
nefs  and  regularity  fuitable  to  the  reverence  which 
is  due  to  the  majelly  of  the  fenate.  I  have  been 
informed 
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informed  by  fome  who  remember  thole  times, 
that  the  method  obferved  in  their  aftemWics  was 
this :  the  name  of  the  perfon  who  -offered  himff  lf 
tor  any  office  being  railed  over,  a  profound  filencc 
enfued,  when  immediately  the  candidate  appeared, 
who  after  he  had  fpoke  for  himielf,  and  given  an 
account  to  tl  e  fenate  of  his  life  and  manners,  cal¬ 
led  witneffes  in  fupport  of  his  character.  Thcfe 
were,  either  the  perfon  under  whom  he  had  fer- 
ved  in  the  army,  or  to  whom  he  had  been  quT- 
ftor,  or  both,  (if  the  cafe  admitted  of  it),  to  whom 
he  alfo  joined  fome  of  thofe  friends  who  eipoufed 
his  intereft.  They  delivered  what  they  had  to 
fay  in  his  favoyr,  in  few  words,  but  with  great 
dignity:  and  this  had  far  more  influence  than  the 
modern  method  of  humble  folicication.  Some¬ 
times  the  candidate  would  object  cither  to  the 
biith,  or  age,  or  character  of  his  competitor ;  to 
which  the  fenate  would  liften  with  a  feverc  and 
impartial  attention  :  and  thus  was  merit  general¬ 
ly  preferred  to  intereft.  But  corruption  having 
abufed  this  wif:  inftitucion  of  our  anceftors,  wc 
were  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  the  way  of  bal¬ 
loting,  as  the  moft  probable  remedy  for  this  evil. 
The  method  being  new,  and  immediately  put  in 
practice,  it  anfvvered  the  prefent  purpofe  very  well; 
but,  I  am  afraid,  in  procefs  of  time  it  will  intro¬ 
duce  new  inconveniencies  ;  as  this  maimer  of  bal¬ 
loting  feems  to  afford  a  fort  of  fcrcen  to  injufticc 
and  partiality.  For  how  few  are  there  who  pre- 
i'erve  the  fame  delicacy  of  co iducf  in  fecret,  as 
when  expo  fed  to  the  view  cf  the  world  ?  The 
truth  is,  the  generali-.y  of  mankind  revere  Fame 
more  than  Confcicnce.  But  this,  perhaps,  may¬ 
be  pronouncing  too  hafltily  upon  a  future  contin¬ 
gency  :  be  it  therefore  as  it  may,  we  have  in  the 
mean  while  obtained  by  this  method  an  elc&ion 
of  fuch  magiftrates  as  beft  deforved  the  honour. 
For  it  was  with  us  as  with  thole  fort  of  judges 
V  ol.  1.  L  who 
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who  are  named  upon  the  fpot,  we  were  taken  be¬ 
fore  we  had  time  to  be  biaiTed,  and  therefore  de¬ 
termined  impartially. 

I  have  given  you  this. detail,  not  only  as  a  piece 
of  news;  but  becaide  lam  glad  to  feize  every 
opportunity  of  fpeaking  of  the  republic}  a  fub- 
jeft,  which  as  we  have  fewer  occafions  of  men¬ 
tioning  than  our  anceftors,  l'o  we  ought  to  be 
more  careful  not  to  let. any  of  them  flip.  In  good 
earned,  I  am  tired  with  repeating  over  and  over 
the  lame  compliments,  Hozv  do  ye  do?  and,  I  hope 
you  arc  well.  Why  fhould  our  letters  for  ever 
rum  upon  trivial  and  domeftic  concerhs  ?  It  is 
true,  indeed,  the  direction  of  the  public  weal  is 
in  the  hands  of  a  ftngle  perfon,  who,  for  the 
general  good,  takes  upon  hiinfelf  folely  to  cafe 
us  of  the  care  and  weight  of  government ;  but 
dill  that  bountiful  fource  of  power  permits,  by  a 
very  generous  difpenfation,  fome  dreams  to  flow 
down  to  us :  and  of  thefe  we  may  not  only  tade 
ourfelve-,  but  thus,  as  it  were,  adininider  them 
to  our  abfent  friends,  pare  well. 

Epift.XXl.  Pliny  to  Priscus. 

IHave  juft  received  an  account  of  the  death  of 
Valerius  Martial,  which  gives  me  much  afflic¬ 
tion.  He  was  an  acute,  fprightly,  ingenious  man, 
and  his  writings  abound  with  an  agreeable  fpirit 
of  wit  and  fatirc,  conducted  at  the  fame  time  by 
great  candour  and  good  nature.  When  he  left 
Rome,  I  made  him  a  prefent  to  defray  the  charges 
of  his  journey,  which  I  gave  him,  not  only  as  a 
teftimony  of  rriy  frhndfhip,  but  in  return  for  the 
verfes  with  which  he  had  complimented  me.  It 
was  the  cuftom  of  the  ancients  to  diftinguilh  thofe 
poets  with  honourable  and  pecuniary  rewards, 
who  had  celebrated  particular  peifons  or  cities 
in  their  veii'es  :  but  this  generous  practice,  with 
every 
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every  other  that  is  fair  and  noble,  is  now  grown 
out  of  fafhion  ;  and  in  confequcnce  of  having 
ceafed  to  acl  laudablv,  we  confidcr  applaufc  as  an 
impertinent  and  v.orthiefs  tribute.  You  will  he 
dellrous,  perhaps,  to  fee  the  verfe?  which  merited 
this  acknowledgment  from  me;  and  I  believe  I 
can,  from  my  memory,  partly  fatisfy  your  curiofi-' 
ty,  without  referring  y.ou  to  his  works  :  but  if 
you  are  pleafed  with  this  fpecimen  of  them,  you 
mu  it  turn  to  his  poems  tor  the  reft.  He  ad- 
dreffes  himfelf  to  his  mule,  whom  he  directs  to  go 
to  my  houfe  upon  the  Efquiliee ;  but  to  approach 
rr.e  with  tefpetfl : 

Go,  wanton  mnji,  but  09  with  care ,  ■ 

Nor  meet,  ill  tim’d,  my  Pliny’s  ear. 

He,  by  fage  Minerva  taught. 

Gives  the  day  to  Jludhus  'thought. 

And  plans  that  eloquence  divine,  ~l 

IVhich  J. hall  to  future  ages  fine,  > 

And  rival,  wondrous  Tally !  thine.  ' 

Then,  cautious,  watch  the  vacant  hour, 

TVhen  Bacchus  reigns  in  all  his  poiu’r  ; 

JVben  crown’d  with  rofy  chaplets  gay. 

E’en  rigid  Cates  read  my  lay 

Do  you  not  think  that  the  poet  who  wrote  jn  fuch 
terms  of  me,  deferved  feme  friendly  marks  of 
my  bounty  then,  and  that  he  merits  my  forrow 
now  ?  For  he  gave  me  the  moft  he  could,  and  it 
was  want  of  power  only,  if  his  prefent  was  not 
more  valuable.  But  to  lay  ttuth,  what  higher 
can  be  conferred  on  man  than  honour,  and  ap- 
plaufe,  and  immortality? — And  though  it  fhould 
be  granted,  that  his  poems  will  not  be  immortal, 
ftill,  no  doubt,  he  competed  them  upon  the  con¬ 
trary  fuppofition.  Farewell. 

*■  Val.  Mart.  1.  >:.  19. 
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BOOK  IV. 

Epi/l.l.  Pi. i n y  to  Fabatus. 

.A  Fter  fo  long  an  abfence,  you  dtfire  a  vific 
yL. \  from  your  grand- daughter  *  and  myftlf. 

Nothing,  be  allured,  could  fcc  more  a- 
grecable  to  us  both ;  for  we  equally  wifh  to  fee 
you,  anJ  are  determined  to  delay  that  pleafure 
no  longer.  For  this  purpofe  ourbaggage  is  a£tual- 
1/  making  ready,  and  we  are  hallening  to  you 
•with  all  the  expedition  the  roads  will  permit. 
Wc  fhall  flop  only  once,  and  that  for  a  fhort 
time  ;  intending  to  turn  a  little  out  of  the  way  in 
order  to  go  into  Tufcany  :  not  for  the  fake  of 
looking  upon  our  eftate,  and  into  our  family- con¬ 
cerns,  for  that  we  could  defer  to  another  oppor¬ 
tunity  i  but  to  perform  an  indifpenfable  duty. 
There  is  a  town  near  my  eflate,  called  Tifer- 
num  upon  the  Tiber,  which  put  itfelf  under 
my  patronage  when  I  was  yet  a  youth.  Thefe 
people  enter  extremely  into  my  intereft,  celebrate 
my  arrival  among  them,  exprefs  the  greateft  con¬ 
cern  when  1  leave  them,  and  in  fhort,  give  every 
proof  of  an  affection  towards  me  as  ftrong  as  it  is 
undilerved.  That  I  may  return  their  good  of¬ 
fices  (for  what -generous  mind  can  bear  to  be  ex¬ 
celled  in  a£ls  of  friendfhip  ?),  I  have  built  a  temple 
in  this  place,  at  my  own  expenfe ;  and  as  it  is 
finifhed,  it  would  be  a  fort  of  impiety  to  omit 
the  dedication  of  it  any  longer.  We  defign, 
thereto;  e,  to  be  there  on  the  day  that  ceremony 
is  to  be  performed,  and  I  have  relolved  to  cele¬ 
brate  it  with  a  general  feafl.  We  may  poflibly 
continue  there  ail  the  next  day,  but  wrc  fhall 
make  fo  much  the  more  expedition  upon  the  road. 
May  we  have  the  happineis  to  find  you  and  your 
*  Calphurnia,  i  tiy’s  wife. 


daughter 


Epift.  2.  OF  P  L  I  N  Y.  125 

daughter  in  good  health  !  as  I  am  fare  we  fhall 
in  good  fpirits,  if  you  lie  us  fafcly  arrived.  Fare¬ 
well. 


Epiji.  IT.  .  Pliny  to  Clemens. 

T)  Egulus  has  loft  his  fon  ;  the  only  misfortune 
J\^  which  he  did  not  deferve,  for  1  much  doubt 
whether  he  thinks  it  one.  The  boy  was  of  a 
fprighily,but  ambiguous  turn  ;  however,  he  Teem¬ 
ed  capable  enough  of  fleering  right,  if  he  could 
have  avoided  fplictiug  upon  his  father’s  example. 
Regulus  gave  him  his  freedom,,  in  order  to  en¬ 
title  him  to  the  eftate  left  him  by  his  mother ;  and 
when  he  got  into  polleilion  of  it,  endeavoured 
(as  the  character  of  the  man  made  it  generally 
believed)  to  wheedle  him  out  of  it,  by  the  moil 
fingular  and  indecent  complaifance.  This,,  per¬ 
haps,  you  will  fcarce  think  credible;  but  if  you 
eonfider  Regulus,  you.  will  not  be  long  of  that 
opinion.  However,  he  now  exprefles  his  con¬ 
cern  for  the  lols  of  this  youth  in  a  mod  outra¬ 
geous  manner.  The  boy  had  a  great  number  of 
Tittle  coach  and  faddle  horfes  5  dogs  of  different 
forts,  together  with  parrots,  blackbirds,  and 
nightingales  in  abundance:  all  thefe Regulus  flew 
round  the  funeral  pile  of  his  fon,  in  the  oflenta- 
tion  of  an  aftedled  grief.  He  is  vifited.upon  this 
occafion  by  a  furprifing  number  of  people,  who 
though  they  fecretly  deteft  and  abhor  him,  yet  are 
as  afiiduous  in  their  attendance  upon  him,  as  if 
they  were  influenced  by  a  principle  of  real  efteem 
and  affedlion  ;  or,  to  (peak  my  fentiments  in  tew 
words,  they  endeavour  to  recommend  themftdves 
to  his  favour,  by  following  his  example.  He  is 
retired  to  his  villa  crofs  the  Tiber;  where  he  has 
covered  a  vafl  extent  uf  ground  with  his  porticoes, 
and  crouded  a'l.the  fhore  with  his  flatues :  for  he 
blends  prodigality  with  covctcufhe.'s,  and-  va-in- 
L  3  glory 
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glory  with  infamy.  By  his  continuing  there,  he 
lays  his  vifitors  under  the  great  inconvenience  of 
coming  to  him  at  this  unwhokfome  fcafon  ;  and 
he  fee  ms  to  confider  the  trouble  they  put  them- 
felves  to,  as  a  matter  of  confolation.  He  gives 
out,  with  his  ulual  abfurdity,  that  he  defigns  to 
marry.  -You  muft  expect,  therefore,  to  hear  fiiort- 
ly  of  the  wedding  of  a  man  opprefl'ed  with  forrow 
and  years  5  that  is,  of  one  who  marries  both  too 
foon  and  too  late.  Do  you  afk  me  why  I  con¬ 
jecture  thus  ?  Certainly,  not  becaufe  he  affirms 
it  hitnfelf  (for  never  was  there  fo  infamous  a  liar), 
but  becaufe  there  is  no  doubt  that  Regulus  will 
do  every  thing  he  ought  not.  Farewell. 

Epl/I.  III.  Pliny  to  Antoninus. 

THat  you  have  been  twice  conful,  and  aCted 
with  the  dignity  of  the  ancients  in  that  of¬ 
fice  >  that  few  (your  modefty  will  not  fuffer  me  to 
fay  none)  ever  have,  or  ever  will  come  up  to  the 
integrity  and  wifdom  of  your  Afiatic  adminiftra- 
tion  ;  that  in  virtue,  in  authority,  and  even  in 
years  you  are  the  firft  of  Romans ;  thefe,  moil 
certainly,-  are  {hitting  and  noble  parts  of  your 
character  :  neverthelefs,  1  own,  it  is  in  your  re¬ 
tired  hours  that  1  moft  admire  you.  To  fcafon 
the  feverity  of  bufinefs  with  the  fprightlinefs  of 
wit,  and  to  temper  wifdom  with  politenefs,  is  as 
difficult  as  it  is  great  :  yet  thele  uncommon  quali¬ 
ties  you  have  moll  happily  united  in  thofe  won¬ 
derful  charms,  which  not  c-nly  grace  your  conver- 
fation,  but  particularly  dillinguilh  your  writings. 
Your  lips,  like  the  venerable  old  man’s  in  Ho¬ 
mer,  drop  honey,  and  one  would  imagine  the  bee 
had  difFufed  her  fwcetnels  over  all  you  compole. 
Thefe  were  the  fentintents  I  had  when  1  lately 
read  your  Greek  epigrams  and  fatires.  What  ele¬ 
gance,  what  beauties  Ih'ne  in  this  collection  ! 
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how  fwee  ly  the  numbers  flow,  and  how  exactly 
are  they  wrought  up  in  the  true  fpirit  of  the  an¬ 
cients  !  what  a  vein  of  wit  runs  through  every 
line,  and  how  conformable  is  the  whole  to  the 
rules  of  juft  criticifm  !  I  fancied  I  had  got  in  my 
hands  Callimachus  or  Herodes,  or*. if  poffible, 
fomepoet  even  fuperior  to  thefe  :  though  indeed, 
neither  of  thofe  authors  excelled,  as  you  have, 
in  both  thofe  lpecies  of  poetry.  Is  it  poffible,  that 
a  Roman  can  write  Greek  in  fo much  perfection? 

I  pnteft  I  do  not  believe  Athens  herfelf  can  be 
more  Attic.  To  own  the  truth,  I  cannot  but 
envy  Greece  the  honour  of  your  preference. 
And  ftnee  you  can  write  thus  elegantly  in  a 
foreign  language,  it  is  paft  conjecture  what  you 
could  have  performed  in  your  own.  Farewell. 

Epiji.  IV.  Pliny  to  Sossius. 

IHave  a  moft  affectionate  efteem  for  Calvifius 
Nepos  j  as  indeed  he  is  a  man  of  indefati¬ 
gable  induftry,  gnat  tloquence,  and  (what  I 
prefer  to  all  the  reft,}  of  confummatc  integrity: 
he  is  nephew  to  your  friend  and  my  gueft  C'alvi- 
fius.  I  beg  therefore  you  would  do  him  and  his 
uncle  the  honour  of  making  him  one  of  the  tri¬ 
bunes  of  the  f  ldiers.  It  will  be  an  obligation 
to  us  at  the  lame  time,  as  well  as  to  Nepos, 
whom,  1  am  perfuaded,  you  will  think  equally 
deferring  your  favour.  You  have  bellowed 
numberlefs  good  offices  upon  many  j  but  I  will 
venture  to  fay,  you  never  conferred  one  that  was 
better  placed  than  here }  and  few,  perhaps,  fo 
well.  Farewell. 

Epiji .  V.  Pliny  to  Sparsus. 

IT-  is  reported,  that  when  aElchines,  at  the 
requeft  of  the  Rhodians,  read  to  them  one  of 
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his  oration^,  together  with  that  which  Demo- 
fthenes  had  compofed  upon  the  fame  occafion, 
they  were  both  received  with  the  1  udeft  ap- 
plaufe.  I  am  not  iurprifed  that  the  harangues  of 
fuch  excellent  orators  (hould  be  thus  warmly 
admired,  when- 1  confidcr,  that  even  an  oration 
of  mine,  which  L  lately  recited  before  a  very 
learned  audience,  was  heard  with  equal  earneft- 
nefs  and  approbation,  for  two  days  fucceffively  : 
yet  there  was  not  the  pleafure  which  arifes  from 
a  contention  between  two  rival  pieces,  to  awa¬ 
ken  their  attention.  The  Rhodians,  befides  the 
particular  merit  of  the  orations,  had  the  enter¬ 
tainment  of  comparing  them  together,,  to  excite 
their  curiofity  ;  but  mine  had  the  good  fortune 
to  pleafe,  though  deftitute  of  that  enlivening 
recommendation ;  whether  defervedly  or  not, 
you  will  judge,  when  you  read  the  performance  ; 
the  extent  of  which  will  not  permit  me  to  intro¬ 
duce  it  to  you-  with  a  longer  preface.  I  muft 
therefore  fhorten  my  letter,  in  order  to  reconcile 
you  the  better  to  the  length  of  the  fpeech  that 
attends  it ;  which,  however,  I  have  not  enlarged 
beyond  the  bounds  my  fubjedk  requires.  Fare¬ 
well.. 

Epijl .  VL  Pliny  to  Naso. 

rTTHey  tell  me,  that  a  ftorm  of  hail  has  de- 
I  ftroyed'  all  the  produce  of  my  eftate  in 
Tufcany}  while  that  which  1  have  on  the  other 
fide  the  Po,.  though-  it  has  proved  extremely 
fruitful  this  feafon,  yet,  from  the  exceffive  cheap- 
nefs  of  every  thing,  turns  to  fmall  account. 
Laurentinum  is  the  Angle  pofTeffion  which  yields 
me  any  advantage.  1  have  nothing  there,  in¬ 
deed,  hut  a  houfe  and  gardens  ;  all  the  reft  is 
barren  lands  ;  ftill,  however,  my  beft  produdlions 
rife  at  Laurentinum.  It  is  there  I  cultivate,  if 
not 
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not  my  lands,  at  leaf!  my  mind,  and  form  many 
a  cotnpofltion.  As  in  other  places  I  can  fhew 
you  full  barns  ;  fo  there  I  can  entertain  you  with 
good  ftore  of  the  literary  kind.  Let  me  advife 
you  then,  if  you  wifh  for  a  never-failing  reve¬ 
nue,  to  purchase  fomething  upon  this  contem¬ 
plative  coaft.  Farewell. 

Epiji.  VII.  Pliny  to  Leptous. 

I  Often  tell  you  that  Regulus  is  a  man  of  fpirit. 

It  is  amazing  how  cfteflually  he  accompl  fil¬ 
es  whatever  he  engages  in.  He  chofe  lately  to 
be  extremely  concerned  for  the  lofs  of  his  fort : 
accordingly  he  mourned  for  him  in  a  way  which 
no  man  ever  mourned  before.  He  took  it  into 
his  head  that  he  would  have  fcveral  flatues  and 
reprefentations  of  him  :  immediately  all.  the  arti- 
fans  in  Rome  are  fet  to  work.  Colours,  wax, 
brafs,  filver,  ivory,  marble,  all  exhibit  the  figure 
of  young  Regulus.  Not  long  ago  he  read,  be¬ 
fore  a  numerous  audience,  a  panegyric  upon  the 
life  of  his  fon  :  a  large  book  upon  the  life  of  a 
boy  !  then  a  thoufand  tranferibers  were  employed 
to  copy  this  curious  anecdote,  which  he  difperfed 
all  over  the  empire.  He  wrote  likewife  a  fort  of 
circular  letter  to  the  fcveral  dccurii,  to  defire 
they  would  ebufe  out  one  of  their  order  who  had 
a  ftrong  clear  voice,  to  read  this  eulogy  to  the 
people  ;  and  I  am  informed  it  has  been  done  ac¬ 
cordingly.  Had  this  fpirit  (or  whatever  elfe  you 
will  call  an  earneflnefs  in  executing  all  one  un¬ 
dertakes)  been  rightly  applied,  what  infinite 
good  might  it  have  produced  !  The  misfortune  is, 
this  adtive  call  is  generally  ftrongeft  in  men  or 
vitious  charadfcrs  :  for  as  ignorance  begets  rafh- 
rels,  and  knowledge  infpires  caution  ;  fo  modefty 
is  apt  to  depiefs  and  weaken  the  great  and  well- 
formed  genius,  whilft  boldnvfs  fupports  and. 

fti\.ngthens 
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ftrrngthens  low  and  little  minds.  Regulus  is 
a  ftrong  proof  of  the  truth  of  this  obfervation  :  he 
has  a  weak  voice,  an  awkward  add: efs,  •  a  thick 
fpeech,  a  flow  imagination,  and  no  memory  ;  in 
a  word,,  he  has  nothing  but  an  extravagant  ge¬ 
nius  :  and  yet,  by  the  aibftance  of  this  flighty 
turn  and  much  impudence,  he  partes  with  many 
for  a  finifhed  orator.  Herennius  Ser.ecio  rever- 
fed  Cato’s  definition  of  an  orator,-  and  applied  it 
with  great  juftn.fs  to  K  eg  ulus  :  An  orator ,  laid 
he,  is  a  bad  man  urjkillcd  in  ti.  e  art  of  /peaking. 
And,  in  good  varnclt,  Cato’’  definition  is  not  a 
more  exact  d-icripiion  of  a  true  orator,- than  S<_-- 
necio’s  is  of  the  charadter  of  this  man.  Would 
you  make  a  fuitable  return  to  this  letter  ?  let  me 
know  if  you,  or  any  of  my  friends.  in  your  town, 
have  with  an  air  of  pleafantry  mouthed  (as  De- 
mofthenes  calls  it)  this  melancholy  piece  to  the 
people,  like  a  ftroller  in  the  market-place.  For 
fo  abfurd  a  performance  muft  move  rather  laugh¬ 
ter  than  compaflion  tad  indeed  the  compofition 
is  as  puerile  as  tl\e  fubjedt.  Farewell. 

Epifl.  VIII.  Pliny  to  Arrianus. 

YOU  congratulate  me  upon  my  advance¬ 
ment  to  the  dignity  of  augur  ;  and  you 
do  it  on  good  ground  ;  not  only  as  it  is  highly 
glorious  to  receive,  even  in  the  flighteft  inftan- 
ces,  a  teftimony  of  the  approbation  of  To  wife 
andjudicious  a  prince  ;  butas  it  is  alfo  an  ancient 
and  facrcd  inftitution,  which  has  this  high  and 
■  peculiar  piivilege  annexed  to  it,  that  it  is  for  life. 
Ocher  facerdotal  honours,  though  they  may  per¬ 
haps  equal  this  in  dignity,  yet  as  they  are  given, 
fo  they  may  be  taken  away  :  but  fortune  has  no 
farther  power  over  this,  than  to  bellow  i'.  What 
recommends  this  dignity  to  me  ftill  more,  is, 
that  I  have  the  honour  to  fucceed  fo  illuftrious  a 
peifur. 
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perfon  as  Julius  Frontinus.  He  for  many  years, 
upon  the  nomination-day  of  p  oper  perfons  to  be 
received  into  the  facred  college,  conftamly  pro- 
pofed  me,  as  if  he  had  a  view  to  my  being  his 
fuccefior  ;  and  fince  it  has  a&uaily  proved  lb  in 
the  event,  I  am  willing  to  look  upon  it  as  fome- 
thing  more  than  accident  Bur  the  circumftance, 
it  feems,  that  moft  pleales  you  in  this  affair,  is, 
that  Tully  enjoyed  the  lame  poll;  and  you  re¬ 
joice  (you  tell  me)  to  find  that  I  follow  his 
"jfeps  as  clofely  in  the  paths  of  honour,  as  I  en¬ 
deavour  to  do  in  thofe  of  eloquence.  I  wilh, 
indeed,  as  I  had  the  advantage  to  be  admitted 
earlier  into  the  lacred  college,  and  confular  of¬ 
fice  than  Cicero,  fo  I  might,  in  my  more  advan¬ 
ced  years,  catch  (bme  fpark,  at  Jeaft,  of  his  di¬ 
vine  genius  !  The  former,  as  it  is  in  the  gift  of 
man,  may  happen  to  me  and  to  many;  but  the 
latter  is  an  attainment  much  too  high  for  my 
hopes,  and  in  the  dilpolal  of  heaven  alone.  Fare¬ 
well. 


Epi/}.  IX.  Pliny  to  Ursus. 

FOR  feveral  days  pall  the  fenate  has  been  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  caule  of  Julius  Baffus,  a  man 
grown  familiar  with  misfortunes,  and  rendered 
confpicuous  by  a  feries  of  calamities.  In  the 
reign  of  V  efpafian,  two  private  perfons  informed 
again!!  him,  and  the  affair  being  referred  to  the 
fenate,  it  depended,  there  a  confiderable  time, 
when  at  laft  he  was  honourably  acquitted.  Du¬ 
ring  the  time  ot  Titus,  he  was  under  continual 
apprehenfions  of  his  refentment,  as  being  known 
to  favour  the  intei efts  of  Domitian  :  yet  when 
the  emperor  afeendid  the  throne,  Bafi'us  was  exi¬ 
led  ;  but  afterwards  recalled  by  Nerva.  Having 
obtained  the  proconfullhip  of  Bithynia,  he  was 
at  his  return  from  thence  accufed  of  bribery  and 
extortion  ; 
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extortion ;  and  as  he  was  profecuted  with 
warmth,  he  was  defended  with  vigour.  The 
fentiments  of  the  fenate  were  greatly  divided, 
however  the  majority  were  on  the  mod  favour¬ 
able  fide.  Pomponius  Rufus,  a  perfon  of  great 
fpirit  and  vivacity,  was  counfel  againft  him.  He 
was  leconded  by  Theophanes,  one  of  the  depu¬ 
ties  from  the  province,  and  indeed  the  chief 
promoter  and  inflamer  of  this  profecution.  I 
began  the  reply ;  for  Baflus  infilled  that  the 
foundation  of  his  defence  ihould  be  laid  by  me. 
He  defired  me  to  reprefent  the  confideration  that 
was  due  to  his  illuftrious  birth,  and  to  the  dan¬ 
gers  he  had  undergone  ;  that  his  accufers  were 
informers  by  profeffion,  who  reaped  confiderable 
advantage  by  their  trade ;  and  to  difplay  the 
true  reafons  which  rendered  him  odious  to  tlie 
leditious,  ar.d  particularly  to  Theophanes ;  but 
above  all,  to  confute  the  principal  charge  that 
was  brought  againft  him  :  for  in  all  the  reft, 
however  grievous  the  accufation  might  appear, 
he  not  only  dclerved  to  be  acquitted,  but  highly 
commended.  The  great  difficulty  of  the  cafe 
was,  that,  in  the  fimplieity  of  his  heart,  he  had 
incautioully  received  the  gifts  which  fome  of  his 
friends  in  the  province  (for  he  had  been  among 
them  before  as  quseftor)  thought  proper  to  lend 
him.  This,  which  his  accufers  called  rapine 
and  extortion,  Baflus  juftified  under  the  notion  of 
prefents.  But  then  the  laws  exprefsly  forbid 
perfons  in  his  ftation,  to  receive  any  pretents 
whatfoever.  Now,  what  method  of  defence 
Ihould  1  ftrifce  into  upon  this  occafion  ?  If  I  de¬ 
nied  the  faff,  I  was  afraid  it  would  look  like  a 
tacitconfeflion  that  it  was  actually  extortion  :  be- 
lides,  to  difown  what  was  fo  notorious,  would  be 
to  heighten  rather  than  to  extenuate  the  charge. 
And,  indeed,  he  had  put  that  oat  of  the  power 
of  his  counfel,  if -they  had  thought  it  proper  ;  for 
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he  had  acknowledged  to  fuveral  perfons,  and 
particularly  to  the  emperor,  that  he  had  received 
and  returned  a  few  flight  prefents  upon  his  birth¬ 
day,  and  at  the  feaft  of  the  Saturnalia.  Should 
I  apply  to  the  clemency  of  the  fenate  ?  That 
would  be  ruining  my  client  at  once,  by  confeffing 
the  nature  of  his  offence  was  fuch,  that  there  was 
no  other  way  of  laving  him.  Should  1  then  juftif'y 
the  fadt  ?  but  in  lb  doing  I  Ihould  have  injured 
my  own  characl.-r,  without  rendering  any  fer- 
vice  to  Uafliis.  Under  thtle  difficulties  I  thought 
it  would  be  bell  to  fleer  a  middle  couife  ;  and  I 
flutier  myfelf  I  happily  hit  upon  it.  But  night 
coming  on  leparated,  as  ufual,  the  combatants. 
I  had  ipoke  for  three  hours  and  a  half,  fo  that  I 
had  iliil  an  hour  and  a  half  remaining.  For  the 
law  having  allowed  fix  hours  to  the  plaintiff-, 
and  nine  to  the  defendant,  BaiTus  had  lb  divided 
this  portion  of  time  between  me  and  the  advo¬ 
cate  who  was  to  fpeak  after  me,  that  I  had  five 
hours,  and  he  the  reft.  But  perceiving  my 
fpeech  had  made  a  favourable  imprelfion  upon 
the  fenate,  1  thought  it  would  be  moll  advifable 
to  add  nothing  more  ;  for  it  is  not  prudent,  you 
know,  to  pulh  one’s  fuccefs  too  far.  IJefi  Jes,  I 
was  apprehenfive  I  Ihould  not  have  llrength  to 
renew  the  defence  the  next  day,  as  it  is  much 
e ifier  to  go  on  without  inrermiffton,  than  to  be¬ 
gin  again  after  having  reiled.  There  was  yet 
another  conlideration  which  had  great  weight 
with  me  :  I  was  afraid  that  as  the  difconrinuancc 
of  my  fpeech  would  abate  my  own  ardour ;  fo 
the  refumption  of  it  might  prove  tirelome  to  my 
hearers.  When  an  harangue  is  carried  on  in 
one  continued  courle,  the  fpeaker  bell  keeps  up 
his  own  fire,  and  the  attention  of  the  audience, 
both  which  are  apt  to  cool  and  grow  languid  up¬ 
on  a  remilfion  :  juft  as  a  continued  motion  pre¬ 
serves  the  light  of  a  torch,  which,  when  once  it  is 
Vol.  I,  M  exrkdl. 
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extinct,  is  not  eafi'y  re-inflamed.  But  Baffcs, 
almoffc  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  carr.efHy  prcilcd 
jj-.c  to  go  on  with  his  defence  for  the  remainder 
of  the  time  ;  which  I  accordingly  complied  with, 
preferring  his  intcreil  to  my  own.  And  the  e- 
vent  pr  ved  extremely  favourable  ;  for  1  found 
the  attention  of  the  fen  ate  as  frelh  and  lively  as 
if  it  had  be-n  rather  animated,  than  fatigued  by 
the  former  part  of  my  fpetcli.  I  was  feconded 
by  Luccius  Albinus,  who  entered  fo  thoroughly 
into  my  reafoning,  that  our  fpeeches,  w  hi  Iff  they 
had  the  variety  of  different  and  dillinct  orations, 
had  the  connexion  and  uniformity  of  one  entire 
harangue.  Ilercnnius  Pollio  replied  to  us  with 
great  'Ypirit  and  folidity  :  and  after  him  Theo- 
phanes  fp:ke  again  ;  in  this,  as  in  every  thing 
elfe,  difeovering  his  uncommon  afturar.ee,  hy 
pn.fuir.ing  to  take  up  the  time  of  thefenate,  after 
two  fuch  eloquent  perfons,  ar.J  of  confular  dig¬ 
nity,  had  (poke  before  him.  He  continued  ha¬ 
ranguing  till  evening,  and  even  beyond  it ;  for 
they  called  for  lights.  The  next  day  Titles 
HomuluSj  and  Pronto  {poke  glorioufly  in  behalf 
of  Baft'us.  The  fourth  day  was  employed  in 
examining  the  proo's.  Baebius  Macer,  thecon- 
ful  eledl,  declared  Baffus  guilty,  within  the  ex¬ 
press  words  of  the  law  relating  to  bribery  and 
extortion.  Crepio  Hifpo  was  of  opinion,  that, 
without  affe&irtg  his  dignity,  the  cafe  fhould  be 
referred  to  the  ordinary  judges  :  and  both  their 
fentiments  were  founded  in  reafon.  You  will 
wonder  how  that  can  be,  fince  they  were  fo  ex¬ 
tremely  different.  But  you  will  obferve,  that 
Macer,  who  confidered  the  mere  letter  of  the 
law,  might  very  reafonably  condemn  him,  when 
it  appeared  he  had  taken  prefents  contrary  to  the 
exprefs  prohibition  of  that  law.  On  the  other 
hand,  Ompio  ■  fuppofing  that  the  fenatc  had  a 
power,  (as  undoubtedly  it  has),  to  moderate  or 
•,  extend 
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extend  the  rigour  of  the  laws,  might  upon 
very  good  grounds  think  this  a  cafe  worthy  or 
their  clemency,  as  b  ing  (though  it.dc  d  c.-mra - 
ry  to  the  expnis  letter  of  the  law,  y.-i)  it' t  tm  • 
unfrequentjy  praclifcd.  The  motion  of  C«rpi  > 
prevailed  ;  anti  when  he  role  up  to  give  the  r.  a  • 
ions  for  his  vote,  the  fame  acclamations  adt tid¬ 
ed  him,  as  ufually  follow  an  approved  fpcccK 
You  will  eafily  judge  thcrefote,  how  great  tic 
applaufe  was  alter  he  had  fp..ko,  when  he  1  .:•••-  i . 
vc cl  fuch  ur.ufu..!  ones  be'o.c  lie  begin.  I  furl 
the  leu  time  ms  of  ill:  1  j  without  d..o;s  ::::  v.-ei!  ... 
in  the  houfe,  are  diti  led  into  two  part'us  :  ike  - 
who  approve  of  Crept, dj  vote,  condemn  M.  cvt”, 
as  ievere  am!  hard:  0:1  .he  contra: y,  the  peni- 
Jj:  3  of  Mneei';  opinion  treat  the  other  ;.s  tn-> 
mild,  and  irid.-r  d  mcmdillcnt.  T!  ey  a  Hint,  it  i 
highly  abfurd  to  find  a  man  to  be  t:ied  before 
the  ordinary  judges,  and  yet  fuff,  r  him  to  retain 
his  feat  in  the  fenate.  I  flnuld  have  told  yeti 
that  there  .was  befidcs  thole  !  have  mentir.nc  I, 
a  third  opinion.  Valerius  Puulinus,  who  joined 
in  fentiments  with  Csp;o,  was  for  adding  far¬ 
ther,  that  the  lenate  fhould  proceed  againi: 
Theophanes,  after  he  had  finifhed  his  commiijtdn 
as  deputy  frem  the  pr-  vince.  For  ho  in  lifted, 
that  Theophanes,  i.i  the  ecu- fc  of  his  aceulluion, 
had  been  guilty  of  .'everal  things  which  fell 
within  the  prohibition  of  lids  very  law,  upon 
which  hs  grounded  his  information  ag-iimt  iiaf- 
liis.  But  thaugh  thi:  pr.cjrftl  v.-as  "in  get  era! 
highly  approved  hv  the  fen  ite,  yc:  the  confid; 
thought  proper  t»'Jrn;>  i:  :  Paulinos,  ;r.  v/cv,  r, 
had  the  fall  credit  of  ib  hots:  ft  and  b  d<!  a  mo¬ 
tion.  At  the  breaking  up  of  the  hoaPe,  Bailee 
was  received  by  great  crou.h  of  pe  -ple  with  the 
high  ell  demonllra.ions  of  joy,^  and  the  lnuJcft 

had  fallen  into,  had  rFc.jiicd  the  remembrance  of 
:.i  ?.  h;. 
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his  former  tr&uhh  s  ;  ?nd  a  name  which  had  ne¬ 
ver  been  mentioned  out  in  conjunction  with 
feme  m'sf’or  tune,  together  with  the  appearance 
of  a  fine  pcj-lbn  broken  with  fbrrovv  and  age, 
had  r.iil’.d  a  general  compafiion  towards  him. 
V  at  may  look  upon  this  letter  as  the  forerun¬ 
ner  it'  my  Ijvjcch,  which,  full  and  copious  as  it 
i.;,  I  fh.iii  (end  you  at  large  ;  but  you  muft  not 
c-xpc&  it  foon  ;  for  it  is  a  fubject  of  too  much 
importance  to  be  reviled  in  hade.  Farewell. 

Epijl.  X.  Pliny  to  Sabin  us. 

YOU  write  me,  that  Sabina,  who  made  you 
and  me  her  heirs,  though  fbe  has  no  where 
exp  re!  id)’  directed  that  Modeftus  fhall  have  his 
freedom,  yet  has  left  him  a  legacy  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  w  irds  ;  I  give,  isc. — to  Modrjius ,  whom  I 
have  ordered  to  be  made  free  :  upon  which  you  de¬ 
fine  my  font  intents.  I  have  confulted  upon  this' 
occtifien  with  the  mod  learned  lawyers,  and  they 
r.ll  agree  Mcdefius  is  not  entitled  to  his  liberty, 
fince  it  i.s  not  exprefsly  given,  and  confequently 
that  the  legacy  is  void,  as  being  deviled  to  a  Have. 
But  it  appears  plainly  to  be  a  miftake  in  the  tefta- 
t;ix;  and  therefore  I  think  we  ought  to  a£t  in 
this  cafe  as  if  Sahira  had  dire&ed  in  fo  many 
words,  what  it  is  clear  Ihe  imagined  flic  had.  I 
am  perfuaded  you  will  join  with  me  in  thefe  fen- 
timents,  who  lb  rcligi-.ufly  regard  the  will  of  the 
dead  ;.  which  indeed,  where  it  can  be  drf.'overcd, 
will  al.vavs  be  law  ro  an  honeft  mind.  Honour 
is  to  you  and  me  as  fir  eng  an  obligation,  as  ne- 
cc-fii:y  to  others.  Let  Modcftus  then  enjoy  his 
freedom  and  his  legacy  in  as  full  a  manner,  as  if 
Sabina  hud  oblcrved  all  the  requifite  forms  ;  as 
indeed  t.n-y  cttefluully  do,  who  chufe  their  heirs 
with  diicr-’iLn.  F.. re v.-cll. 

Epijh 
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EplJI.  XI.  PlIXY  to  IvIlKl'TIANl'S. 

T*  T~ Ave  you  heard  that  J.icininmis  profefics  rhc- 
|  |  toric  in  Sicily  ?  I  fcarce  believe  you  heard 

it,  for  the  news  is  but  ju It  arrived.  This  unfor¬ 
tunate  perfon,  who  lan ly  enjoyed  the  digni  y  of 
prartor,  and  was  cikemed  the  moil  eloquent  <  f 
our  advocates,  is  now  fallen  front  a  fenat.  r  to  an 
exile,  from  an  orator  to  a  teacher  of  ihetoric.  Li- 
cinianus  himfclf  took  notice  of  this  tad  change, 
in  a  ftrong  pathetic  ipcrch  which  he  r.  ade  at  the 
opening  of  his  fchool.  Oh  fortune ,  laid  he,  h:iu 
capricioujly  df  thou  fport  with  mankind !  Thou 
makeft  rhetoricians  of  Janitors ,  and  feuators  of  rhe¬ 
toricians  !  a  iartafm  lo  full  of  gad,  that  on"  might 
almofl  imagine  he  fixed  upon  tr.it  profefiicn  mt-ie- 
Iv  for  the  hike  of  an  opportunity  of  applying  it. 
Jieing  drcflcd,  when  he  firft  ap  ’Cared  in  the 
chair,  after  the  Grecian  fafliion,  (for  exiles  are 
not  permitted  to  wear  the  Roman  sown),  yf'a.i, 
fays- he,  looking  upon  his  habit,  1  < .m going  to  ac¬ 
claim  in  Latin!  You  will  fay,  pe.hags  tins  fix¬ 
ation,  wretched  and  deplorable  as  it  is,  is  what 
he  well  dclervcs  for  having  thrown  fo  vi!e  a  ftain 
upon  his  pfofeffion  by  his  abominable  1  c:\vdr.efs. 
It  is  true,  indeed,  he  conftlled  the  crime  with 
which  he  was  charged  •;  but  whether  it  was  from 
a  confcioufuefs  of  his  guilt,  or  from  an  npprehen- 
fton  oi  wo:  ft  confi-qttences  if  he  denied  it,  is  not 
clear  ;  for  Domitian’s  vengeance  generally  raged 
v.’ich  the  gtcaceft  fury,  where  his  evidence  failed 
him  moil.  That  emperor  had  determined  that 
Cornelia  Maxim  ilia,  one  of  the  Vc-ftal  virgins, 
Ihould  be  buried  alive,  from  an  extravagant  no¬ 
tion  that  thofe  kind  of  exemplary  feveriries  did 
honour  to  his  reign.  Accordingly  in  the  charac¬ 
ter  of  high  prieli,  or  rather  indeed  in  that  of  a 
Jawlds  and  cruel  tyrant,  he  convened  the  faerr'd 
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college,  i:ot  in  the  pontifical  court,  where  they 
ufually  all'emble,  but  at  h:s  villa  near  Alba  ;  and 
there  (by  afentence  no  lefs  wicked,  as  it  was  pall¬ 
ed  when  Hie  was  not  prefent  to  defend  her  fid  r', 
than  as  it  was  the  effect  of  pafixon  and  revenge) 
he  Condemned  her  of  having  violated  her  Veltal 
vow.  Yet  he  himfelf  had  been  guilty,  not  only 
of  debauching  his  brother’s  daughter,  but  was 
alio  acceflary  to  her  death  :  for  that  lady  being  a 
widow,  in  order  to  conceal  her  fhatne,  endea¬ 
voured  to  procure  an  abortion,  and  by  that  means 
loft  her  lile.  However,  the  priefts  were  directed 
to  fee  the  il-ntcnee  immediately  pei formed  upon 
Cornelia.  As  they  were  leading  her  to  the  place 
of  execution,  Ih-e  called  upon  V  efta,  and  the  reft 
of  the  g  -ds,  to  atteft  her  virtue  ;  and  amongft  o- 
ther  exclamations,  frequently  cried  out,  Is  it  pof- 
fibU  that  Ctsflur  can  think  me  polluted ,  under  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  vj-oefl  / 'acred  functions  he  has  conquered  ar.cl 
triumphed?  VVhether  fits  faid  this  in  flattery  01 
derilion  ;  whether  it  proceeded  from  a  confcioui- 
r.tfs  of  her  innocence,  or  contempt  of  the  empe¬ 
ror,  is  not  certain  ;  but  file  continued  exclaim¬ 
ing  in  this  manner,  till  (he  came  to  the  place  ot 
execution,  to  which  file  was  led  at  leaft  like  a 
criminal,  though  perhaps  not  really  one.  As  flie 
was  going  down  into  the  fubterraneous  cavern, 
her  gown  hung  upon  fomething  in  the  way;  upon 
which  turning  back  to  difengage  it,  the  execu¬ 
tioner  offered  her  his  hand,  which  file  refufed 
with  fome  horror,  as  if  fhe  could  not  touch  it 
without  impurity.  Thus  file  preferved  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  a  confumrr.ate  chaftity  to  the  con¬ 
cluding  fccne  of  her  life, 

And  her  laji  care  was  decently  to  flail. 

Celer  likevvife,  a  Roman  knight,  who  was  r.ccu- 
fed  of  being  her  gallant,  during  the  whole  time 
his 
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his  lenience  was  executing  upon  him,  in  the 
fquare  near  the  fenate-houfe,  perftfted  in  facing, 
U^hat  crime  have  /  been  guilty  of?  I  hazv  been  guil¬ 
ty  of  none.  'I  hefe  profeflions  of  innocence  had 
fixed  upon  the  chara<£ler  of  Domitian  the  imputa¬ 
tion  of  cruelty  and  injuftice,  and  therefore  ex¬ 
tremely  exafperated  him.  Licinianus  then,  being 
feized  by  the  emperor’s  orders  for  having  carried 
off  a  freed- woman  of  Cornelia’s  to  one  of  his 
feats,  was  advifeJ,  by  the  perlons  who  had  the 
cuftody  of  him,  to  confefs  the  fatff,  if  he  hoped 
to  obtain  favour,  and  avoid  the  left  puni/hment; 
which  he  accordingly  did.  Herennius  Senecio 
ipok.  for  him  in  his  ablence,  fometliing  in  that 
abrupt  manner  in  which  Antilochus  in  Homer  re¬ 
lates  the  death  of  Patrotlus  :  Dead  is  Patroclus  ! 
hijlead  of  an  advocate,  faid  he,  /  imtji  turn  inform¬ 
er  :  Licinianus  is  fled  !  This  news  was  fo  agree¬ 
able  to  Domitian,  that  he  ciuld  not  forbear  be¬ 
traying  his  fatisfadlion  :  \ Then ,  fays  he,  has  Lici¬ 
nianus  acquitted  us  of  injujlice  in  this  charge  ;  but  vee 
will  not  urge  his  confufton  too  far.  He  accoidingly 
permitted  him  to  carry  off  fuCh  of  his  cffcdls  as  he 
corld  fecure  before  they  were  feized  for  the  ufe 
of  the  public,  and  made  his  banilhmcnt  eafy,  as 
a  fort  of  reward  for  the  comphiifunce  of  this  vo¬ 
luntary  coi.feflion.  Licinianus  was  af.erwards, 
by  the  clemency  of  the  emperor  Nerva,  permit¬ 
ted  to  fix  in  Sicily,  where  he  now  profelfes  rhe¬ 
toric,  and  inveighs  againft  the  caprices  of  for¬ 
tune. — You  fee  how  obeJient  I  am  to  your  com¬ 
mands,  by  fending  you  a  circumftantial  detail  of 
for<  ign  as  well  as  domeftic  news.  I  imagined, 
indeed,  as  you  were  abfent  when  this  tranfadlion 
happened,  that  you  had  heard  only  in  general 
that  Licinianus  was  banifhed  upon  account  of  his 
lewdnefs.  For  fame  ufually  makes  her  report  in 
general  terms,  without  relating  particular  cir- 
cumftanccs.  I  think  I  deferve  in  return  a  full 
account 


14-0  The  EPISTLES  Book  IV. 
account  of  all  that  happens  in  your  town  and 
irs  neighbourhood  ;  for  fometimes,  no  doubt,  oc¬ 
currences  arile  there  worth  relating  ;  however, 
write  any  thing,  provided  you  fend  me  a  letter  as 
long  as  mine.  Hut  1  give  you  notice,  I  will  a- 
fcatc  nothing  in  tL  is  demand,  and  I  {hall  not  only 
number  the  ftdes,  but  even  the  very  lines  anil 
fyi  tables.  Farewell. 

EpiJ}.  XII.  Pliny  to  Arrianus. 

YOU  love  Egnatius  Marcellinus,  and  often 
mention  him  to  me  with  approbation  ;  but 
he  will  rife  ftiil  higher  in  your  affedlion,  when  I 
inform  you  of  the  honourable  part  he  has  lardy 
aiSlcd.  When  he  went  quteftor  into  one  of  the 
provinces,  the  perfon  to  whofe  lot  it  fell  to  at¬ 
tend  him  as  fecrctary,  happening  to  die  before 
his  falary  became  due,  Marceliinus  had  too  much 
honour  to  think  he  had  a  right  of  applying  the 
firm  which  the  public  had  appointed  for  that 
purpofe,  to  his  own  ufe.  At  his  return  therefore 
he  applied  to  Csdar,  who  referred  the  confsde- 
ration  of  what  fhould.  be  done  with  this  money, 
to  the  fenate.  It  was  a  queftion  indeed  of  no 
great  importance  ;  however,  a  queftion  it  was. 
The  heirs  of  the  fecretary  claimed  it  for  them- 
felvcs,  and  the  commiflioners  of  the  treafury  for 
the  public.  The  caule  was  tried,  and  counfel 
were  heard,  who  fpoke  extremely  well  on  both 
fides.  Caecilius  Strabo  was  of  opinion  that  the 
public  had  a  right  to  this  fum.  Baebius  Macer 
gave  it  for  the  heirs  :  but  it  was  determined  a- 
greeably  to  the  fentiments  of  the  former.  You 
will,  1  am  perfuaded,  take  the  firft  opportunity, 
as  I  did  myfelf,  of  exprefling  your  approbation  to 
Marcellinus  of  this  a£tion;  for  though  indeed.it 
is  abundantly  fufficient  that  he  has  received  the 
applaufs  of  the  emperor  and  the  fenate,  yet  the 
addition 
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addition  of  yours  will  be  a  very  confidcrable  fatif- 
fa&ion  to  him.  Thole  who  are  a&uared  by  a 
fenfe  of  fame,  are  fond  of  praife,  even  though  it 
comes  from  their  inferiors  ■,  but  Marcellinus  has 
fo  high  an  efteem  of  you,  as  to  be  particularl)  de- 
firous  to  approve  himfelf  to  your  judgment.  To 
which  let  me  add,  it  will  heighten  his  pleafure 
when  he  finds,  that  the  fame  of  this  aflion  has 
travelled  fo  far  as  to  have  reached  you.  For  I 
know  not  how  it  is,  mankind  are  generally  more 
pleafed  with  an  extenfive  than  even  a  great  repu¬ 
tation.  Farewell. 

Epift.  XIII.  Pliny  to  Cornelius  Tacitus. 

I  Am  very  glad  that  you  are  fiifely  arrived  in 
town  ;  for  though  1  am  always  defirous  to  fee 
you,  I  am  more  particularly  fo  now.  I  purpofe 
to  continue  a  few  days  longer  at  my  houle  at 
Tufculum,  in  ordertofinifha  work  which  I  have 
upon  my  hands.  For  I  am  afraid,  fliould  I  put 
a  flop  to  this  aefign  now  that  it  is  fo  nearly  com¬ 
pleted,  I  fhall  find  it  difficult  to  refume  it.  In  the 
mean  while,  that  I  may  Iofe  no  time,  I  fend  this 
letter  before  me  to  requefta  favour  of  you,  which- 
I  hope  Ihortly  to  afk  in  perfon.  But  before  I  in¬ 
form  you  what  my  requeft  is,  I  niuft  let  you  into 
the  occafion  of  it.  Being  lately  at  Comum,  the 
place  of  my  nativity,  a  young  lad,  fon  to  one  of 
my  neighbours,  made  me  a  vifit.  I  afked  him 
whether  he  ftudied  oratory,  and  where  ?  he  told 
told  me  he  did,  and  at  Mediolanum.  And  why 
not  here  ?  Becaufe  (faid  his  father,  who  came 
with  him)  we  have  no profeflors.  “  No  !”  faid  I, 
“  furely  it  concerns  you  who  are  fathers  (and  vc- 
“  ry  opportunely  feveral  of  the  company  were  fo) 
“  that  your  fons  jhould  receive  their  education 
“  here,  rather  than  any  where  elfe.  For  where 
“  can  they  be  placed  more  agreeably  than  in 
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“their  own  country,  or  inftru£ted  with  more 
“  lafety  and  kfs  cxpenfe  than  at  home  and  under 
“  the  eye  of  their  parents?  Upon  what  very  taiy 
“  terms  might  you,  by  a  general  contribution, 
“  procure  proper  mafltrs,  if  you  would  only  ap- 
“  ply  towaids  the  raifing  a  (alary  for  them,  tnc 
“  extraordinary  expenfe  it  colls  you  for  y.  ur  fons 
“journeys,  lodgings,  ar.d  whatever  elfe  you  pay 
“  for  up  n  account  of  their  being  abroad  ;  as  pay 
“  indeed  you  mult  in  iuch  a  cafe  for  every  thing. 
“  Though  I  have  no  children  myfclf,  vet  I  lhail 
“willingly  contiibute  to  a  defign  lb  beneficial 
“  to  (what  I  look  upon  as  a  child,  or  a  parent) 
“  my  country;  and  therefore  I  will  advance  a 
“  third  part  of  any  fu-n  you  lhail  think  proper  to 
“  raife  for  this  purpol'e.  I  would  take  upon  my- 
“  felf  the  whole  cxptnfe,  were  I  not  apprehen- 
“  five  that  my  benefaction  might  hereafter  be 
“  abufed  and  perverted  to  piivate  ends  ;  as  I  have 
“  obferved  to  be  the  cafe  in  leveral  places  where 
“  public  foundations  of  this  nature  have  been  e- 
“  llablilhcd.  The  Tingle  means  to  prevent  this 
“  mifehief  is,  to  leave  the  choice  of  the  profeflbrs 
“  entirely  in  the  breaft  of  the  parents,  who  will 
“  be  fo  much  the  more  careful  to  detetmine  pro- 
“  perly,  as  they  (hall  be  obliged  to  lhare  the  ex- 
“  penfe  of  maintaining  them.  For  though  they 
“  may  be  carelels  in  difpefing  of  another’s  bounty, 
“  they  will  certa;nly  be  cautious  how  they  ap- 
“  ply  their  own  ;  and  will  fee  that  none  but  thole 
“  who  deferve  it  lliall  receive  my  money,  when 
“  they  mull  at  the  fame  time  receive  theirs  too. 
“  Let  my  example  then  encourage  you  to  unite 
“  heartily  in  this  ufeful  defign;  and  be  alTurcd 
“  the  greater  the  Turn  my  (hare  (hall  amount  to, 
“  the  more  agreeable  it  w  ill  be  to  me.  You  can 
“  undertake  nothing  that  will  be  mure  advanta- 
“  geous  to  your  chilJrcn,  nor  more  acceptable  to 
“  your  Country.  They  will  by  this  means  re- 
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“  reive  their  education  where  they  receive  their 
“  birth,  and  be  accuftomed  from  their  infancy  to 
“  inhabit  and  afFedt  their  native  foil.  May  you 
“  be  ab:e  to  procure  profeffbrs  of  fiich  diitin- 
“  gui/hed  abilities,  that  the  neighbouring  towns 
•'  fiiall  be  glad  to  draw  their  learning  from  hence; 
“  and  as  you  now  fend  your  childien  to  foreigners 
for  education,  may  foreigners  in  their  turn  flock 
“  hither  for  their  inftrudlion.” 

1  thought  proper  thus  to  lay  open  to  you  the 
rife  of  this  affair,  that  you  might  be  the  more 
lenfible  how  agreeable  it  will  he  ro  me,  if  you  un¬ 
dertake  the  office  I  requeft.  I  intreat  you  there¬ 
fore,  with  ail  the  earneftnefs  a  matter  of  lo  much 
importance  dderves,  to  look  out,  atnongft  the 
great  numbers  of  men  of  letters  which  the  repu¬ 
tation  of  your  genius  brings  to  you,  proper  per- 
fjns  to  whom  we  may  apply  for  this  purpoffe; 
but  without  entering  into  any  agreein.  nt  with 
them  on  my  part.  Por  I  would  leave  it  entirely 
free  to  the  parents  to  judge  and  chuff;  as  they  ffiall 
f;e  proper  :  all  the  Ihare  I  pretend  to  claim  is, 
that  of  contributing  my  care  and  my  money.  If 
therefore  any  onefliall  be  found  who  thinks  him- 
lelf  qualified  for  the  undertaking,  he  may  repair 
thither  ;  but  without  relying  upon  any  thing  but 
his  merit.  Farewell. 


Ep'jl.  XIV.  Pliny  to  Paternus. 

YOU  defire  and  expert,  perhaps,  according 
to  cuftom,  fbme  grave  oration  ;  but  I  am 
going  to  put  into  your  hanjls,  as  a  moll  delicare 
curiofity,  i’orue  of  my  poetical  amufemenrs.  You 
will  receive  then  with  this  letter  a  collection  of 
my  verfes,  which  I  wrote  to  while  away  an  idle 
hour  upon  the  road,  in  the  bath,  or  at  table. 
They  were  compofed  upon  different  occafiuns,  as 
I  found  myftlr  in  a  gay,  an  amorous,  a  melan- 
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cht'Iy,  or  fatirical  humour;  and  accordingly  the 
ftyle  is  fometimes  elevated,  and  (ometimes  fimple. 
1  endeavoured  by  this  variety  to  hit  different 
taftes ;  as  fome  things  may  be  found  in  them, 
perhaps,  of  general  relifh.  If  you  fhould  meet 
with  any  paffages  which  may  feom  too  free,  your 
reading  will  fupply  you  with  my  apology,  in  the 
example  of  thofe  great  and  venerable  n  tines  who 
have  gone  before  me  in  the  fame  kind  of  writing, 
who  without  fcruple  have  employed  not  only  the 
warmed  deferiptions,  but  the  plained  terms. 
This,  however,  is  a  liberty  1  have  not  allowed 
myfelf ;  not  as  pretending  to  more  feverity  (for 
why  fhould  I?)  but  beeaufe,  in  truth,  I  have 
lefs  courage.  NTevertheIefs,  I  entirely  approve 
of  the  rule  which  Catullus  lays  down  for  this 
kind  of  compofttions : 

Let  the  poet's  conduit  he 

Free  from  wanton  levity : 

Not  jo  his  muj'e — her  fportivs  lay 

Pleafes  moJl>  when  mojl  JJje’s  gay. 

Y ou  mud  look  upon  it  as  an  inftance  of  the  great 
value  I  fet  upon  your  judgment,  that  I  venture 
to  fubmic  the  whole  to  your  examination,  rather 
than  l'aledt  out  of  them  fome  of  the  more  finifli- 
ed  pieces  for  your  approbation.  Indeed  in  this 
kind  of  mil'cellaneous  collodions,  what  would 
pals  oft"  wi  1!  enough  if  they  were  viewed  feparate- 
ly,  lo:e  ah  their  advantage,  by  appearing  in  bet¬ 
ter  company.  But  a  fenfible  and  dilccrr.ing  read¬ 
er  ougne  not  to  compare  pieces  of  diilindt  forts 
with  one  another,  but  examine  each  performance 
apart,  and  if  it  is  perfect  in  its  kind,  not  ccn- 
detnn  it  beeaufe  it  falls  fhort  of  the  beauties  of 
fome  others  of  a  different  nature.  But  I  will  fay 
nothing  more  of  them  ;  for  to  attempt  to  excufc 
or  recommend  this  idle  bufmefs  by  a  long  pre- 
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face,  would  be  adding  one  folly  to  another.  I 
will  only  therefore  premife  fartlvr,  that  I  defign 
to  give  thefe  trifles  the  title  of  Kendecafyllabies, 
in  allufion  to  the  meafure  in  which  the  verfes  are 
com;  ofed.  Call  them,  if  you  think  proper,  cpi- 
riams,  eclogues,  or  (as  many  others  have)  little 
poems  ;  in  a  word,  give  them  what  name  you 
pleale,  I  offer  them  only  as  Hendecafylisbies. 
All  I  beg  of  your  fincerity  is,  that  you  would 
(peak  your  opinion  of  them  to  me,  with  the  fame 
freedom  that  you  v/ould  to  others.  When  I  afk 
thin,  I  think  I  lay  you  under  no  difficulty.  If, 
indeed,  tilde  lictle  poetical  eflays  were  my  only 
or  chief  productions,  it  might  found,  pet  haps,  a 
little  h.iifli  to  advile  me  to  mind  lbmefhing  die  ; 
but  you  may  with  great  delicacy  and  politenels 
tell  me,  I  have  fomething  elie  to  inind.  Fare¬ 
well. 


Epiji.  XV.  Pliny  to  Fundanus. 

IF  I  am  governed  by  judgment  in  any  thing,  it 
is  undoubtedly  in  tiic  Angular  rdfcCxion  v.-nicii 
I  have  for  Aftnius  Rufus.  He  is  a  moll  e.xtraordi- 
uaiy  man,  and  a  friend  to  all  good  men,  in  which 
number  why  may  I  not  venture  to  include  my  I  elf? 
He  and  1  aci.us  (ic  whole  eminent  virtues  you 
are  no  flr.mger)  are  united  in  the  flridleit  inti¬ 
macy'.  if  therefore  you  eflern.  us,  you  cannot 
but  have  the  fame  favourable  icntlmcuts  of  •'ta¬ 
lus  ;  for  a  fnr.ilitude  of  manners  is,  you  krow, 
the  llrotigcll  cement  of  friendfhip.  He  has  f_  vc- 
ral  children  :  and  in  this,  as  in  every  thing  clfc, 
he  acls  the  part  of  a  friend  to  his  country,  by 
fupp’ying  it  v/ith  a  numerous  race  of  citizens, 
whicli  he  fees  with  pleafure  ex.uid  to  a  leeond 
generation  ;  and  this  in  an  age  when  even  one 
child  is  tluucht  a  burthen,  as  it  prevents  tint 
lucrative  adulation  which  is  ulual'y  paid  to  ihofj 
VOL.I.  N  vvJ.J 
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who  hive  none.  But  he  (corns  fuch  low  views, 
p.n.l  thinks  hirr.L-lr  happy  in  the  title  of  grand¬ 
father;  for  which  he  is  indebted  to  Saturius  Fir- 
iau5;  a  perfbn  whom  you  would  efteem  as  much 
as  i  do,  if  you  knew  him  as  well.  My  cltfign  in 
all  this  detail,  is,  to  let  you  fee,  what  a  numerous 
family  you  may  oblige  by  conferring  a  fingle  fa¬ 
vour  :  a  favour  which  [  apply  to  you  for,  beeaufe 
I  hncercly  vvidi  and  aiTu redly  prefage  you  will  (bon 
be  in  a  condition  to  grant  it.  1  hope,  and  believe 
you  will  be  conful  the  approaching  year  :  and  in 
perfuafion  I  am  confirmed  both  by  your  own 
‘.onipicuous  merit,  and  the  diflinguilhing  judg- 
i-Mit  of-the  emperor.  Afinitis  Balius,  the  cld^ft 
.  >r.  of  Rufus,  folicits  the  qureftorfltip  at  the  fame 
ri  fe.  I  know  not  whether  i  ought  to  fay  (which 
however  the  father  would  have  me  both  fay  and 
think,  though  Baiius  is-  too  rnudeft  to  allow  of  it) 
that  he  is  a  greater  man  than  his  farher.  Were 
I  to  reprefent  his  abilities,  his  probity,  his  learn- 
iiiii,  his  genius,  his  application,  and  his  parts,  as 
gi  cat  as  you  will  mod  certainly  experience  them  ; 
t  on,  who  never  yet  fufpedted  my  veracity,  would 
il.arce  conceive  he  dderved  the  character.  I  wifli 
our  age  fo  abounded  in  merit,  as  to  fupply  you 
with  feme  who  might  judly  (land  in  competition 
with  him.  In  that  cafe  1  fhould  be. the  fird  to 
advife  you,  to  confider  well  where  to  fix  your 
choice:  but  the  misfortune  is  —  however  I  will 
nr.i  Ipesk  cf  my  friend  in  an  invidious  drain.  I 
will  only  fay  he  is  a  young  man,  who  deferves 
you  fhould  look  upon  him  in  the  fame  relation 
as  our  ancedors  ufed  to  confider  their  quasdors, 
that  is,  as  your  foil.  Men  of  your  character  for 
wifilom  fhould  chufe  their  political  children  of 
the  ft  me  cad  they  would  wifh  nature  to  form 
their  real  ones.  Will  it  not  be  an  honour  to  your 
confuUhip  to  have  a  quredor  whofe  father  has 
teen  praetor,  and  whofe  relations  confuis,  yet 
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who,  though  hut  a  youth,  rcflc <£ls  back  to  his 
family  (and  that  by  their  own  confeffoh)  as 
much  glory  as  he  derives  from  it  ?  Let  me  en¬ 
treat  you  then  to  comply  with  my  rcqueil  ami 
my  advice.  In  which,  if  I  fecin  premature,  I 
hope  you  will  pardon  me,  when  you  confider, 
that  in  a  place  v\  here  e\  erv  thint;  ij.feized  by  th-.- 
man  who  can  tuft  lay  hold  of  ir,  .it  is  Haying 
much  too  hue  to  wait  till  precilely  the  proper 
time:  befides  that  there  is  a  pleafure  in  anticipa¬ 
ting  one’s  willies.'  Allow  hafiTus  then  to  revere 
you  already  as  cunliil,  and  do  you  in  return  t- 
fieem  him  as  y„ur  quteftor  ;  and  may  1,  who  love 
you  both,  enjoy  that  double  pleafure.  The  truth 
is,  as  you  have  each  fo  equal  a  claim  to  my  affec¬ 
tion,  that  I  lhall  be  obliged  to  promote  with  all 
my  afiiduity  and  credit  both  your  interefls  in  this 
affair,  though  they  Ihould  happen  to  be  diftimSt; 
fo  it  will  be  extremely  agreeable  if  1  may  be  able 
to  lerve  thefe  two  ends  at  one  and  the  fame  tiir.2 
in  my  good  offices  to  this  young  man ;  and  in  a 
word,  to  be  lupported  in  tin’s  felicitation  by  yout 
aflillance,  to  whole  judgment  and  fufFrage  the 
fen.ite  pays  fo  g-eat  a  regard.  Farewell. 

Epi/P.  XVI.  Pliny,  to  Valerius  Paumnu- . 

REjoice  upon  my  account,  rejoice  upon  your 
own  accounr,  and  rejoice  on  the  account 
of  tne  public;  for  eloquence  is  Hill  held  in  honour. 
Being  lately  engaged  to  plead  in  a  caufe  before 
the  centucxviri,  the  croud  was  fo  great  that  I 
could  not  get  to  my  place,  but  in  palling  by  the 
tribunal  where  the  judges  fat.  And  I  have  this 
pleafing  circumffance  to  add  farther,  that  a  young 
nobleman  having  loll  his  robe  in  the  prefs,  ftood 
in  his  veil  to  hear  me  for  liven  hours  together  : 
for  fo  long  I  was  Ijicaking ;  and  with  a  fucccfs 
equal  to  my  great  fatigue.  Come  on  then,  my 
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fi ien<J,  and  let  us  earncftly  pmfue  our  ftudies,  nor 
ll'reen  our  oven  indolence  under  pretence  of  that 
of  the  public.  Never,  we  may  reft  aflured,  will 
there  he  wanting  hearers  and  readers,  fo  long  as 
we  can  tap  ply  them  with  orators  and  authors 
worthy  of  tlu  ir  attention.  Farewell. 

XVII.  Puny  to  Gailus. 

YOU  inform  me  that  Cxcilius,  the  conful 
e'edt,  has  commenced  a  fuit  againft  Corcl- 
Jia,  and  earntftly  beg  me  to  undertake  her  caufc 
in  her  abfonce.  As  I  have  reafbn  to  thank  you 
for  your  information,  lo  1  have  to  complain  of 
vour  entreaties  :  without  thefirft,  indeed  I  fhould 
kave  been  ignorant  of  this  affair,  but  the  laft  was 
unnecefiary,  es  l  want  no  felicitations  to  comply, 
where  it  would  be  ungenerous  in  me  to  refute ; 
for  can  I  hefitete  a  moment  to  take  upon  mytelf 
the  protection  of  a  daughter  of  Corellius  ?  it  is 
true,  indeed,  though  there  is  no  particular  inti¬ 
macy  between  her  adverfary  and  me,  we  are, 
however,  upon  good  terms.  It  is  true  likewife, 
that  he  is  a  perfon  of  great  rank,  and  who  has  a 
claim  to  particular  regard  from  me,  as  he  is  en¬ 
tering  upon  an  office,  which  1  have  had  the  honour 
to  fill  ;  and  it  is  natural  for  a  man  to  be  defirous 
thofe  dignities  fhould  be  treated  with  the  higheft 
tefpecl,  which  he  himfelf  once  pcfTefled.  Vet 
thefe  confideraticns  have  little  weight,  when  I 
reflect  that  it  is  the  daughter  of  Corellius  whom 
1  am  to  defend;  The  memory  of  that  excellent 
pc: fin,  than-  vhorri  this  age  has  not  produced  a 
man  of  greater  dignity,  redlitude,  and  good  fenfc, 
is-  indelibly  imprtfiel  upon  my  mind.  I  admired 
him  before  I  was  acquainted  with  him  ;  and  con¬ 
trary  to  what  is  ufually  the  cafe,  my  efteem  in- 
creafed  in  proportion  as  I  knew  him  better  :  and 
indeed  1  knew  him  thoroughly,  for  he  treated  me 
without 
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without  referve,  and  admitted  me  to  fhare  in  his 
joys  and  his  forro-.vs,  in  his  gay  and  his  lerious 
hours.  When  I  was  but  a  y  <uth,  he  cfteemed, 
and  (I  will  even  venture  to  fiy)  revered  me  a;  if 
1  had  been  his  equal.  When  1  folicited  any  port 
of  honour,  he  fupportcd  me  with  his  incerett,  and 
recommended  me  by  his  teflimony ;  when  I  en¬ 
tered  upon  it,  he  was  my  introducer  and  my  at¬ 
tendant;  when  I  cxcrcUed  it,  he  was  mv  guide 
and  my  couni'elior.  In  a  word,  where-ever  my 
interest  was  concerned,  he  exerted  himltlf  witn 
as  much  alacrity  as  if  he  had  been  in  ad  his  health 
and  vigour.  In  private,  in  public,  and  at  court,, 
how  often  has  he  advanced  and  fupported  my 
reputation  !  It  happened  once,  that  the  convcr- 
fation  before  the  emperor  Nerva  turneJ  upon  the 
hopeful  young  men  of  that  time,  and  fcveral  of 
the  company  were  pleated  to  mention  me  with 
a p pliule :  he  fat  for  a  little  while  filent,  which 
gave  what  he  laid  the  greater  weight;  and  then 
with  that  air  of  digniry,  to  which  you  are  no 
Granger,  I  muji  be  r.ferved,  faid  he,  in  my  praifes 
of  Pliny ,  becaufc  be  does  nothing  without  my  advice. 
By  which  Angle  fentence  he  gave  me  a  greater 
character  than  I  would  prefume  even  to  with  for, 
as  he  rcprelented  mycondudt  to  be  always  fuch 
as  wifdom  mutt  approve,  fince  it  was  wholly  un¬ 
der  the  direction  of  one  of  the  wifetl  of  men. 
Even  in  his  laft  moments  he  faid  to  his  daughter, 
(as  flic  often  mentions),  I  have  in  the  cturfe  of  a 
hug  life  raifed  up  many  friends  to  you-,  but  there  is 
none  that  you  may  more  uffurcdly  dpend  upon,  ,  than 
Pliny  and  Cornutus.  A  circumltance  I  canrot 
reflect  upon,  without  being  deeply  fenfible  h  )W 
much  it  is  incumbent  upon  rr.e,  to  endeavour  to 
adt  up  to  the  opinion  to  excellent  a  judge  of  man¬ 
kind  conceived  of  me.  I  Ihall  therefore  mo  ft 
readily  give  my  a  Alliance  to  Corcllia  in  this  af¬ 
fair;  and  willingly  hazard  any  diipleuf'uie  l  may 
N  3  incur 
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incur  by  appearing  in  her  caufe.  Though  I 
Ihould  imagine,  if  in  the  courfe  of  my  pleadings 
I  Ihould  find  an  opportunity  to  explain  and  en¬ 
force,  more  at  large  than  I  can  do  in  a  letter,  the 
realbns  I  have  here  mentioned,  upon  which  I  red 
at  once  my  apology  and  my  glory  ;  her  adver- 
fary  (whole  fuic  may  perhaps,  as  you  fa)',  be  en¬ 
tirely  unprecedented,  as  it  is  againft  a  woman) 
will  not  only  cxcufe,  but  approve  my  condudh 
Farewell. 

Epift.  XVIII.  Pliny  to  Antoninus. 

Wliat  ftronger  proof  can  1  give  you  how 
much  I  admire  your  Greek  epigrams, 
than  by  having  endeavoured  to  imitate  fome  of 
them  in  a  Latin  tranflation  ?  I  confels  however, 
partly  from  the  wetkncfs,  or,  as  Lucretius  calls  it, 
the  poverty  of  our  native  language,  much  to  their 
difad  vantage;  yet  if  clothed  in  a  Roman  drefs, 
and  by  my  unlkilful  band,  you  Ihould  ftill  be  able 
to  difcoverlome  remaining  beauty  in  them  ;  what 
mud  their  charms  be,  do  you  imagine,  when 
adorned  with  all  the  majefty  of  the  Greek  lan¬ 
guage,  and  formed  by  your  fupericr  genius  ? 
Farewell. 

EpiJi.X IX.  Pliny  to  Hispuila. 

4S  you  are  a  flriking  example  of  all  virtue, 
and  as  you  loved  your  excellent  and  mod 
ionate  brother  with  a  mutual  tendernefs, 
and  have  not  only  {hewn  the  kindnefs  of  an  aunt, 
but  fupplied  the  lofs  of  a  tender  parent  to  his 
daughter*';  you  will  hear,  I  am  well  perfuaded, 
with  infinite  plcafure,  that  Ihe  behaves  worthy  of 
her  father,  her  grandfather,  and  yourfelf.  She 
poflefles  an  excellent  underftanding,  together 
*  Calphurnia,  Pliny’s  wife. 
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with  a  confummate  prudence,  and  gives  the 
ftrongeft  teftimony  of  the  purity  of  her  heart  by 
her  fondnels  of  me.  Her  afte£lion  to  me  has 
given  her  a  turn  to  books  ;  and  my  compositions, 
which  file  takes  a  pleafure  in  reading,  and  even 
getting  by  heart,  are  continually  in  her  hands. 
How  full  of  tender  Solicitude  is  Ihe  when  I  am 
entering  upon  any  caufe  ?  How  kindly  does  Ihe 
rejoice  with  me  when  it  is  over?  While  I  am 
pleading,  flic  places  perfjns  to  inform  her  from 
time  to  time  how  I  am  heard,  what  applaufcs  I 
receive,  and  what  fuccefs  attends  the  caufe. 
When  at  any  time  I  recite  my.  works,  flie  con¬ 
ceals  herfell  behind  fome  cuitain,  and  with  Secret 
rapture  enjoys  my  praifes.  She  lings  my  verfes 
to  her  lyre,  with  no  other  mailer  but  Jove,  the 
bell  inftru&or,  for  her  guide.  From  thefe  hap¬ 
py  circumftances  1  draw  my  mod  afl'uied  hopes, 
that  the  harmony  between  us  will  incieafe  with 
our  days,  and  be  as  lading  as  our  lives.  For  it 
is  not  my  youth  or  my  perfon,  which  time  gra¬ 
dually  impairs;  it  is  my  reputation  and  my  glory 
of  which  (he  is  enamoured.  But  what  lets  could 
be  expedled  from  one  who  was  trained  by  your 
hands,  and  formed  by  your  inltrudtions  ;  who  was 
early  familiarifed  under  your  roof  with  all  that  is 
worthy  and  amiable,  and  was  firft  taught  to  con¬ 
ceive  an  affedtion  for  me,  by  the  advantageous 
colours  in  which  you  v/ere  plealed  to  reprelent 
me.  And  as  you  revered  my  mother  with  all 
the  refpedt  due  even  to  a  parent,  lo  you  kindly 
directed  and  encouraged  my  infancy,  prefacing  of 
me  from  that  early  period  all  that  my  wife  now 
fondly  imagines  I  really  am.  Accept  therefore  of 
our  mutu-1  i hanks,  that  you  have  thus,  as  it  were 
deflgnedly,  formed  us  for  each  other.  Farewell. 

Eplji. 
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Epiji.  XX.  Pliny  to  Maximus. 

I  Have  already  communicated  to  you  my  opi¬ 
nion  of  each  particular  part  of  your  work,  as 
1  perufed  it ;  I  muft  now  tell  you  my  general 
thoughts  of  the  whole.  It  is  a  ftrong  and  beau¬ 
tiful  performance  ;  the  fentiments  are  fublime  and 
finafculine,  and  conceived  in  aH  the  variety  of  a 
pregnant  imagination  ;  the  di£tton  is  chafte  and 
elegant;  the  figures  are  happily  chofen,  and  a 
copious  and  difirufive  vein  of  eloquence  runs 
through  the  whole,  and  raifes  a  very  high  idea  of 
the  author.  You  feem  borne  away  by  the  full  tide 
of  a  ftrong  imagination  and  deep  forrow,  which 
mutually  aflift  and  heighten  each  other ;  for  your 
genius  gives  fublimity  and  majefty to  your  paflion  ; 
and  your  pafiion  adds  ftrength  and  poignancy  to 
your  genius.  Farewell. 

Epiji.  XXI.  Fliny  to  Velius  Cerealis. 

AH  the  fad  and  cruel  cataftrophe  of  the  Helvi- 
dis !  Thefe  two  filters  are  both  dead  in  child¬ 
bed,  after  having  each  of  them  been  delivered  of 
a  giil.  'l'his  misfortune  pierces  me  with  the 
deepeft  forrow;  as  indeed,  to  fee  two  fuch  ami¬ 
able  young  ladies  fall  a  facrifice  to  their  fruitful- 
nefs  in  the  prime  and  flower  of  their  years,  is  a 
misfortune  which  I  cannot  too  greatly  lament.  I 
lament  for  the  unhappy  condition  of  the  poor  in¬ 
fants,  who  are  thus  become  orphans  from  their 
birth  :  1  lament  for  the  fake  of  the  difconfolate 
hufbands  of  thefe  ladies  ;  and1 1  lament  too  for 
my  own.  The  affection  1  bear  to  the  memory  of 
their  late  father,  is  inviolable,  as  my  *  defence 
of  him  in  the  fenate,  and  all  my  writings  wilt 
witneis  for  me.  Of  three  children  which  furvi- 
#  See  b.  .9.  let.  13. 
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veil  him  there  now  remains  but  one ;  and  his  fa- 
nvly  that  had  lately  lb  many  noble  fupports,  refts 
only  upon  a  fingie  perfon  1  It  will,  however,  be 
a  great  mitigation  of  my  affiidfion,  if  fortune  fhall 
kindly  fpare  that  one,  and  render  him  worthy  of 
his  father,  and  *  grandfather  :  and  i  am  f  >  much 
the  mere  anxious  for  his  welfare  and  good  con¬ 
duct,  as  he  is  the  only  branch  of  the  family  re¬ 
maining.  You  know  the  foftnefs  and  folicitude 
of  my  heart  where  1  have  any  under  attach¬ 
ments  :  you  fnuft  not  wonder  then,  that  1  have 
many  fears,  where  I  have  great  hopes.  Faiewcll. 

Epijl.  XXII.  Pliny  to  Rufus. 

I  Lately  affiftvd  cur  excellent  emperor  as  one  of 
his  aiTefiors,  in  a  caufc  wherein  he  himfelf 
prefided.  A  certain  perfon  left  by  his  willy  a 
fund  for  the  dlablilhnent  of  the  gyrtinaftic 
games  at  V  ienna.  Thefe  my  worthy  friend  Tre- 
bonius  Rufinus,  when  he  exercifed  the  office  of 
duumvir,  had  ordered  to  be  totally  abolilhed  ; 
and  it  was  now  alleged  againft  him,  that  he  had 
no  authority  for  fo  doing.  He  fpoke  in  his  own 
caufe  with  a  fuccefs  equal  to  his  great  eloquence  ; 
and  what  particularly  recommended  his  fpcech 

*  The  famous  Helvidius  Prifcus,  who  fignalived 
himfelf  in  the  fenate  by  the  freedom  of  his  fpeeches 
in  favour  of  liberty,  during  the  reigns  of  Galba, 
Otho,  VitelLius,  and  Vefpafian;  in  whofe  time  he 
was  put  to  death  by  die  order  of  the  fenate,  though 
contrary  to  the  inclination  of  the  emperor,  who  coun¬ 
termanded  the  execution  :  but  it  was  too  late,  the  ex¬ 
ecutioner  having  performed  his  office  before  the  ir.ef- 
fenger  arrived.  Tacitus  reprefents  him  as  acting  in 
all  the  various  duties  cf  fecial  life  with  one  confident 
tenor  of  uniform  virtue  ;  fuperior  to  all  temptations 
of  wealth,  of  inflexible  integrity,  and  unbroken  cou¬ 
rage.  Hill.  1.  4.  5. 
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was,  that  he  delivered  it  with  a  certain  feafonable 
boldnefs  becoming  a  true  Roman  and  a  good 
citizen,  who  flood  up  in  his  own  defence.  When 
the  feiuimcnts  of  the  afieflors  were  taken,  Junius 
Mauricus  (who  in  relblution  and  integrity  has 
no  fuperior)  declared  it  was  his  opinion,  that 
the  liberty  of  fblemnizing  thefe  games  ihould  not 
be  reftored  to  the  people  of  Vienna  ;  and  ivould  to 
God,  added  he,  they  could  be  abolijhcd  at  Rome  too  ! 
This,  you  w  i'll  fay,  was  an  iirflance  of  great* 
firm  nt- fs  :  but  it  is  nothing  uncommon  in  Mau¬ 
ricus.  He  gave  as  ftrong  a  proof  of  his  hone  ft 
freedom,  before  the  late  emperor  Nerva.  Being 
at  fupper  one  evening  with  that  prince  and  a 
few  felect  friends,  Vejento  +  was  placed  next  to 
the  emperor:  after  I  have  named  the  man,  I  need 
fay  no  more  to  raife  your  indignation.  The  dif- 
courfe  happened  to  turn  upon  Catullus  Mefiali- 
nus,  who  had  a  foul  as  dark  as  his  body  ;  for  he 
was  not  only  curfed  with  want  of  fight,  but  want 
of  humanity.  As  he  was  influenced  either  by 
fear,  fhame,  or  companion,,  he  proved  a  very 
proper  inftrument  in  the  hand  of  Domitian  to 
execute  his  black  purpoles  againft  every  man  tfr 
worth.  The  company  gave  their  fentiments  of 
the  fanguinary  counfels  and  infamous  practices 
of  this  creature.  “  And  what,”  faid  the  empe¬ 
ror,  “  would  have  been  his  fate  had  he  lived 
“  now  ?”  To  have  fupped  with  us,  replied  Mau¬ 
ricus.  But  to  return  from  this  long  digreffion, 
into  which,  however,  I  did  not  fall  undefigned- 
ly  : — It  was  determined  thefe  games  fhould  be 
fupprefled,  which  had  greatly  infected  the  man* 

#  Trajan  was  fond  of  this  kind  of  entertainment?, 
and  had  himfelf  exhibited  fome  very  fplendid  ones', 
upon  his  triumph  over  the  Dacians. 

f  An  infamous  fycophant  frequently  mentioned 
by  Juvenal. 
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ncrs  of  the  people  of  Vienna  9  as  they  have  uni- 
verfally  had  the  fame  effect  among  us.  But  the 
vices  of  the  Viennenfes  are  confined  within  their 
own  walls  9  ours  have  a  more  extenfive  influ¬ 
ence  :  for  it  is  in  the  body  politic,  as  in  the  na¬ 
tural,  thole  dil'orders  are  moll  dangerous  that 
flow  from  the  head.  Farewell. 


Epijl.  XXIII.  Pliny  to  Po.v.roNius  Bassus. 

I  Have  taken  great  pleafure  to  hear  from  our 
common  friends,  that  you  fupport  the  dig¬ 
nity  of  eal’e  in  your  agreeable  retirement,  as  be¬ 
comes  a  man  of  your  dillinguifiied  wildom  9  that 
you  mix  exercife  with  contemplation,  and  learn¬ 
ed  conferences  with  much  reading  9  in  a  word, 
that  you  aie  daily  increafing  that  glorious  fund 
of  knowledge  you  already  pofllfs.  7'his  is  to 
grow  old  in  a  way  worthy  of  one  who  has  dif- 
charged  the  higheil  offices  both  civil  and  milita¬ 
ry,  and  who  gave  himlelf  wholly  up  to  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  commonwealth,  whillt  it  became  him 
to  do  fo.  Our  youth  and  manhood  we  owe  to 
our  country,  but  our  declining  age  is  due  to 
ourfelves  9  as  the  laws  themlelves  feem  to  fuggeft, 
which  refign  us  up  to  retirement,  when  we  are 
arrived  beyond  our  fixtieth  year  *.  How  do  I 
I-  ng  for  the  time  when  I  lhall  enjoy  that  happy 
privilege  !  when  my  years  will  julfify  my  follow¬ 
ing  the  example  of  your  honourable  retreat  ? 
when  my  retirement  lhall  not  be  deemed  indo¬ 
lence,  but  rcpole  !  Farewell. 


*  A  fenator  was  not  obliged  to  afend  the  bufinefs 
of  the  houfc,  after  that  age.  Sen ;ca  de  Civ.  vit. 
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Epiji.  XXIV.  Pliny  to  Valens. 

WHen  I  lately  pleaded  before  the  centum- 
viri,  in  their  four  courts  of  juftice,  it 
occurred  to  me,  that  when  1  was  a  youth  I  was 
alfo  concerned  in  one  which  palled  through  the 
fame  courts.  I  could  not  forbear,  as  ufual,  to 
purfue  the  reflc&ion  my  mind  had  ftarted,  and 
to  confider  if  there  were  any  of  thofe  advocates 
then  prefent,  who  were  joined  with  me  in  the 
former  caufe,  but  I  found  I  was  the  only  perfon 
remaining  who  had  been  counfcl  in  both  :  fuch 
changes  does  tbc  inftability  of  human  nature, 
or  the  viciflitudes  of  fortune  produce  !  Death 
had  removed  fume  ;  banifhment  others  ;  age  and 
infirmities  had  iilenced  thole,  while  thefe  were 
withdrawn  to  enjoy  the  happinefs  of  retirement ; 
one  was  at  the  head  of  an  army  }  and  the  indul¬ 
gence  of  the  prince  had  exempted  another  from 
the  burthen  of  civil  employments.  What  turns 
of  fortune  have  I  experienced  even  in  my  own 
perfon  !  It  was  eloquence  that  firft  railed  me ; 
it  was  eloquence  that  occafioncd  n.y  difgrace  j 
and  it  was  eloquence  that  advanced  me  again. 
The  fricndfhipa  of  the  wile  and  good  at  my  firft 
appearance  in  the  world,  were  highly  ferviceablc 
to  me  ;  the  lame  fricndlhips  proved  afterward  ex¬ 
tremely  prejudicial  to  my  interell,  and  now  11- 
gain  they  are  my  ornament  and  fupport.  If  you 
compute  the  time  in  which  thele  incidents  have 
happened,  it  is  but  a  few  years;  if  you  number 
the  events,  it  fee  m3  an  age.  A  lellon  that  wiil 
teach  us  to  check  both  our  dcfpair  and  p:  dump  - 
tion,  when  we  obferve  fuch  a  variety  of  revolu¬ 
tions  roll  round  in  fo  fwift  and  narrow  a  circle. 
It  is  my  cuftom  to  communicate  to  my  friend  all 
my  thoughts,  and  to  fet  before  him  the  fame  rules 
and  examples,  by  which  I  regulate  my  own  con- 
duift : 
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duiSt:  and  fuch  was  my  deilgn  in  this  letter. 
Farewell. 

Efift.  XXV.  Pliny  to  Maximus. 

IForrrcrly  wrote  you,  that  it  was  to-be  feared 
inconveniencies  would  arife  from  the  method 
of  voting  by  ballots.  It  hath  Jb  happened.  At  the 
laft  election  of  magiftrates,  upon  fume  of  the  ta¬ 
blets  were  written  fevcral  pieces  of  pleafimtry, 
and  even  indecencies  ;  in  one  particular!}',  in- 
ffead  of  the  name  of  the  candidate,  was  inlcrted 
the  names  of  thofe  who  efpotjfcd  his  inttrc-fl. 
The  fenatc  was  extremely  exalperated  at  this  ir- 
folence  ;  and  with  one  voice  threatened  the  vert  ■ 
geance  of  the  emperor  upon  the  author.  Pc* 
he  lay  concealed,  and  po/Iibly  might  be  in  the 
number  of  thofe  who  exprefied  the  greateft  in¬ 
dignation.  What  muft  one  think  of  fuch  a 
man’s  private  condudi,  who  in  public,  upon  fo 
important  an  affair,  and  at  fo  fbl.'tnii  a  time, 
could  indulge  himlelfin  fuch  fcurrilous  liberties, 
and  dare  to  act  the  droll  in  the  face  of  the  fe- 
nate  ?  IVko  will  know  it,  is  rhe  argument  that 
prompts  little  and  bafe  minds  to  commit  thefe 
indecencies.  Secure  from  being  di/covered  by 
others,  and  unawed  by  any  f.lr-refpect,  they 
take  th-ir  pen  and  tablets ;  anJ  lienee  arife 
thefe  buffooneries,  which  are  fit  only  for  the  ftage. 
What  cnttrfe  fnall  we  take,  what  remedy  apply  a~ 
gainfi:  this  nbuie  ?  our  dnbrders  indeed  in  general, 
have  every  where  eluded  all  attempts  to  reftrain 
them.  But  this  is  a  point  much  too  high  fo.  us, 
and  will  be  the  care  of  that  fuperiorp  over,  who, 
by  thefe  low  but  daring  iuf  tits,  h  is  daily  frefh  nc- 
cafions  of  everting  all  his  pains  and  vigilance. 
Farewell. 


Vul.  r. 


o 
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Epijh  XXVI.  Pliny  to  Netos. 

YOU  defire  I  Ihould  caufe  fuch  of  my  trea¬ 
ties  as  you  have  moft  carefully  collected, 

'  be  read  over  and  corrected.  1  lhall  mod:  certain¬ 
ly  comply  with  your  requr.lt ;  as  indeed  there  is 
nothing  I  ought  to  do  with  more  readinefs,  efpe- 
cially  at  your  inftance.  When  a  man  of  fuch 
dignity,  learning,  and  eloquence,  deeply  enga¬ 
ged  in  bufinefs,  and  entering  upon  the  important 
government  of  a  province,  has  fo  good  an  opi¬ 
nion  ol  my  compofuions  as  to  think  them  worth 
taking  with  him,  how  am  I  obliged  to  endeavour 
that  this  part  of  his  baggage  may  not  feem  an 
ufelefs  embarraffment  ?  My  firft  care  therefore 
Ihall  be,  that  they  may  attend  you  with  all  the. 
advantages  pofiibie ;  and  my  next,  to  fupply  you 
at  your  return  with  others,  which  you  may  not 
think  undeferving  to  be  added  to  them  ;  for  I 
can  have  no  ftronger  encouragement  to  enter  up¬ 
on  fome  new  defign,  jthan  being  allured  of  find¬ 
ing  a  reader  of  your  tafte  and  difeernment. 
Farewell. 

Epiji.  XXVII.  Pliny  to  Falco. 

THis  is  the  third  day  that  I  have  attended 
Sentius  Augurinus  in  reciting  his  poems, 
which  I  heard  not  only  with  great  pleafure,  but 
even  admiration.  They  are  conceived  with 
much  delicacy  and  elegance,  and  abound  with 
numberlefs  ftrokes  of  tendernels  and  fublimity, 
of  wit  and  fatire.  I  am  of  opinion,  there  has 
not  any  thing  for  th  lb  many  years  appeared 
more  finilhed  of  the  kind  -,  if  indeed  my  great  af¬ 
fection  for  him  and  the  praifes  he  bellows  upon 
me,  do  not  bials  my  judgment.  He  introduces 
his  poems  with  obfervir.g,  that  l  fometimes  a- 
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mufe  myfclf  with  writing  verfes.  If  I  can  re¬ 
collect  the  fecond  lir.e  01  this  introduction,  (tor 
the  reft  1  remember,  and  have  ofxn  repealed;, 
you  /hall  judge  if  my  fentiments  of  them  are 
juft  : 

Sweetly  flow  my  under  lays. 

Like  Cahus'  or  Catuaus’  /trains, 

(Lards  approv'd  of  ancient  days  ! ) 

mac  Lve  in  ,//  its  foftnejs  reigns. 

TlI  wherefore  ancient  poets  name  ? 

Let  Pliny  my  e:.  ample  be  : 

Him  the  /acred  nine  inflame  ; 

More  than  ancient  poets  he  / 

To  mutual  Lve  he  tunes  the  lav , 

While  far  the  ufly  lur  he  flies: 

Say  then  ye  grave,  ye  formal  lay. 

Who  Jhall  gentle  love  defpifet 
You  fee  with  what  fprightlincfs  of  imagination, 
what  propriety  of  f.’iitiir.ent,  what  clearnefs  of 
expreflion  the  vvh  de  is  wrought  up  ;  and  in  this 
taftc,  I  will  venture  to  allure  you,  you  will  £nd 
his  performance  in  general,  which  I  will  fend 
you  as  foon  as  it  lhall  be  publithed.  In  the 
mean  while,  admit  this  exec’lent  youth  itro  a 
lharc  of  your  affection,  and  congratulate  our  age 
on  the  production  of  liich  a  genius,  whole  vir¬ 
tues  render  him  ftill  more  illuftrious.  He  fpends 
his  time  partly  with  Spurinna,  and  partly  with 
Antoninus  ;  he  has  the  honour  to  be  related  to 
one,  and  to  be  the  companion  of  both.  You 
will  eafily  imagine  what  uncommon  virtues  he 
muft  pcll'els,  who  is  thus  the  favourite  of  two 
fu:h  venerable  old  men  :  for  the  poet’s  obferva- 
tion  is  rnoft  undoubtedly  true. 

Thofe  who  in  clofe  fociety  are  join’d. 

In  manners  equal,  you  will  ever  find.  Euripid. 
Farewell. 

Epifl. 
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Epiji.  XXVIII.  Pliny  to  Sr.vfiaus. 

HErcnnius  Severn,  a  man  of  gicit  learning, 
is  greatly  dtfirous  to  have  the1  pidtures  of 
two  of  your  countrymen,  Cornelius  Nepos,  and 
'!  it  us  Cafiius,  to  adorn  his  library  ;  and  has  en¬ 
treated  me,  if  th.  y  are  to  be  met  with  where  you 
.ire  (as  probably  ttley  may),  that  I  would  procure 
copies  of  them  for  him.  That  care  I  recommend  to 
you,  rather  than  to  any  other,  not  only  becaufe 
I  know  your  fiicndlhip  for  me  readily  inclines 
you  to  comply  with  my  requefts  ;  but  as  being 
i’cnfifcle  of  the  high  regard  you  have  for  learning 
and  all  hot-  friends  ;  and  that  your  affection  and 
veneration  for  thole  who  have  been  an  ornament 
to  your  country,  is  equal  to  that  which  you  bear 
towards  your  country  herfelf.  I  beg  therefore 
you  would  employ  fome  fkilful  hand  in  this 
work  ;  for  if  it  is*  difficult  to  catch  a  likene's 
fiom  the  life,  it  is  much  more  lo  to  preferve  it 
in  a  copy  ;  from  which  I  defire  you  would  not 
fuffer  the  painter  to  deviate,  not  even  for  the 
better.  Farewell. 

EpiJ!.  XXIX.  Pliny  to  Romakus. 

AWakc,  my  friend  !  you  mud,  at  any  rate, 
take  your  place  upon  the  bench  the  next 
time  the  court  fits.  In  vain  would  your  indolence 
repole  itfelf  under  my  protection  j  for  there  is  no 
ablunting  with  impunity.  Behold  that  fevere 
ivxcor,  *tlio  bold  Licinius  Nepns,  fining  even  a 
nudity  fen  .’.tor  for  the  fame  neglect  1  1  he  fena- 

i  cr  y  leaded  his  caule  in  perfon  ;  but  pleaded  in 
iuppliant  tone.  The  fine,  it  is  true,  was  remit¬ 
ted  i  but  fore  was  his  difmaj',  but  humble  his 
intcrcefli  ns,  but  fad  his  neceffity  of  being  obli¬ 
ged  to  aik  pardon.  All  magiftrates  in  that  office, 
you 
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you  will  tell  me  perhaps,  are  not  thus  formidably 
rigid.  In  good  earned:,  however,  you  may  be 
miHaken  :  for  though  indeed,  to  be  the  author 
and  reviver  of  an  example  of  this  kind,  may  be 
an  a^t  of  fevcrity  ;  ytt  when  once  it  is  introdu¬ 
ced,  even  lenity  herfelf  may  follow  the  precedent. 
Farewell. 


Epi/h  XXX.  Pm ny  to  Licinitto  Sura. 

I  Have  brought  you,  out  of  my  own  countn  . 

initead  of  a  prefent,  a  query  which  well  de- 
lerves  the  confideration  of  your  extenfive  erudi  ¬ 
tion.  1  here  is  a  i'priivj,  which  runs  in  a  neigh¬ 
bouring  mountain,  and  turning  among  the  rocks 
is  received  into  a  little  banqueuing-room,  from 
whence,  after  being  detained  a  lr.ort  time,  it  fall' 
into  the  Lnrian  like.  The  nature  of  this  fprin:; 
is  extremely  furptifiug  ;  it  ebbs  and  flows  regului  ■ 
ly  three  limes  a-day.  !  bis  increafe  and  decrerld 
is  plainly  viftble,  and  very  entertaining  to  ob- 
fen  e.  You  fit  down  by  the  fide  of  the  fountain, 
and  whilft  you  are  taking  a  repalt  and  diinking 
iis  water,  which  is  extremely  cool,  you  He  it 
gradually  rife,  and  fall.  If  you  plac  e  a  ring  or 
any  thing  elfe  at  the  bottom  when  it  is  dry,  the 
ilream  reaches  it  by  degrees  ill  it  is  entirely  co¬ 
vered,  and  then  again  gently  retires  from  it ;  and 
this  you  may  fee  it  do  for  three  times  fuccefF.vcly. 
Shall  we  lay,  that  fome  fecret  current  of  air  Hops 
and  opens  me  iountain-head,  as  it  advances  to, 
or  recedes  fiom  it ;  as  we  fee  in  buttles,  and  other 
veffe’s  of  that  nature,  where  there  is  not  a  free  and 
open  pafiage,  though  yen  turn  their  necks  down¬ 
wards,  yet  the  outward  air  obflrudhir.g  the  vent, 
they  dd charge  their  contents  as  it  were  by  Harts  ? 
Or  may  ir  not  be  accounted  for  upon  the  fame 
ptiiicip.e  as  the  flux  and  itnux  of  the  fea  ?  Or, 
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as  thofe  rivers  which  discharge  themfelves  into  the 
fea,  meeting  with  contrary-winds  and  the  fwill  of 
the  ocean,  are  forced  back  in  their  channels  ;  lo 
may  there  not  be  fomething  that  checks  this 
fountain,  for  a  time,  in  its  progrefs  ?  Or  is  there 
'rather  a  certain  refervoir  that  contains  thefe  wa¬ 
ters  in  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  which  while  it  is 
recruiting  its  difrharges,  the  ftrearn  flows  more 
(lowly  and  in  lefs  quantity,  but  when  it  has  col¬ 
lected  its  due  measure,  it  runs  again  in  its  ufual 
ftrength  and  fulnefs  ?  Or  laftly,  is  there  I  know 
r.ot  what  kind  of  fubtcrrancous  poize,  that 
throws  up  the  water  when  the  fountain-  is  dry, 
and  repels  it  when  it  is  full  !  You,  who  are  lb 
well  qualified 'for  the  inquiry,  will  examine  the 
reafons  *  of  this  wonderful  appearance  ;  it  will 


*  There  are  feveral  of  thefe  periodical  fountains' in 
different  parjs'of  the  world  ;  as  we  havefome  in  Eng¬ 
land.  Lay- well  near  Torbay,  is  mentioned  in  the 
Philofophical  Tranfa&ions,  [N°  104.  p.  909.I,  toebb 
and  flow  feveral  times  every  hour.  The  reafons  of  this 
kind  of  fprings  are  of  no  very  eafy  folution,  and  the 
caufes  afligned  by  modern  philofophers  are  fcarce 
more  fatisfa&ory  than  thofe  pointed  out  by  the  an¬ 
cients  :  perhaps  they  do  not  depend  upon  any  gene¬ 
ral  principle,  but  ariie  from  different  caufes  accord¬ 
ing  to  their  refpettive  fuuations.  The  conjecture 
which  Mr  Addifon  offers  in  accounting  for  thofe  he 
faw  in  Switzerland,  feems  plauiible  enough,  and  e- 
qually  applicable  to  this  fountain  mentioned  by  Pli¬ 
ny  ;  as  it  is  probable  it  took  its  rife  from  the  fame 
mountains.  “  We  faw,”  fays  that  inimitable  author  in 
his  defeription  of  Geneva  and  the  lake,  “  in  feveral 
“  parts  of  the  Alps  that  bordered  upon  us,  vaft  pits 
“  of  fnew  ;  as  feveial  mountains  that  lie  at  a  greater 
“  diftar.ee,  are  wholly  covered  with  it.  I  fancied 
“  the  cor.fuficn  of  mountains  and  hollows  I  here  ob- 
“  ferved, 
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be  fufficicnt  for  me  if  1  have  given  you  a  clear 
defcription  of  it.  Farewell. 


BOOK 

Epiji.  I.  Pliny  to 


A  Small  legacy  which  was  lately  left  me,  has 
given  me  much  greater  pleafure  than  I 
fhould  have  received  by  a  far  more  con- 
fiderable  one  from  any  otheF  perlbn.  Pomponia 
Gratilla,  having  difmhcria-d  her  fan  AfTudius  Cu- 
rianus,  appointed  me,  and  Sertorius  Severus  of 
praetorian  rank,  together  with  ieveral  eminent 
Roman  knights,  her  coheirs.  The  fon  applied 
to  me  to  give  him  my  lhare  of  the  inheritance,  in 
order  to  make  ufe  cf  my  name  as  a  precedent  a- 


“  ferved,  furnifhed  me  with  a  more  probable  reafon 
“  than  any  I  have  met  with,  for  thefe  periodical 
“  fountains  in  Switzerland,  which  flow  only  at  par- 
“  ticular  hours  of  the  day.  For  as  the  tops  of  thele. 
“  mountains  call  their  Ihadows  upon  one  another, 
“  they  hinder  the  fun’s  lhining  on  feveial  parts  at 
“  fuch  certain  times,  fo  that  there  are  feveral  heaps 
“  of  fnow  which  have  the  fun  lying  upon  them  for 
11  two  or  three  hours  together,  and  are  in  the  lhade 
“  all  the  day  afterward.  If  therefore  it  happens, 
“  that  any  particular  fountain  takes  its  rife  from  any 
“  of  thefe  refervoirs  of  fnow,  it  will  naturally  begin 
‘c  to  flow  on  fuch  hours  of  the  day  as  the  fnow  begins 
“  to  melt  :  but  as  foon  as  the  fun  leaves  it  again  to 
“  freeze  and  harden,  the  fountain  dries  up,  and  re- 
“  ceives  no  more  fupplies,  till  about  the  fame  time 
“  the  next  day,  when  the  heat  of  the  fun  again  fets 
“  the  fnows  a-running  that  fall  into  the  fame  little 
“  conduits,  traces,  and  canals,  and  by  confequence 
“  break  out  and  difeovex  themfelves  always  in  the 
“  fame  place.”  Addifon’s  trav.  353. 

gainft 
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gainft  the  reft  of  the  heirs  ;  but  offered  at  the  fame 
time  to  enter  into  a  fecret  agreement  to  return 
my  proportion  back  to  me.  I  told  him,  it  was 
by  no  means  agreeable  to  my  character  to  carry 
the  appearance  of  acting  one  thing,  whilft  I  was, 
in  truth,  adting  another  ;  and  that  there  was 
fomething  of  meannefs  in  making  prd'er.ts  to  a 
man  of  his  fortune,  who  had  no  children  :  be- 
fides  that  it  would  not  at  all  anfwer  the  purpofe 
at  which  he  was  aiming.  Indeed,  (I  added),  if 
I  were  to  withdraw  my  claim,  it  might  be  of 
fome  lervice  to  him  ;  and  this  I  was  ready  and 
willing  to  do,  if  he  could  prove  to  me  that  he 
was  unjuftiy  difinherited.  “  Let  me  prevail  with 
“  you  then,”  laid  he,  “  to  be  my  arbitrator  in  this 
“  cafe.”  After  a  fhort  paufe,  I  told  him  I  con  Tent¬ 
ed  to  his  propofal :  “  for  why,”  faid  I,  es  Ihould  I 
“  not  have  as  good  an  opinion  of  my  own  impar- 
“  tial  difintereftedntfs  a-,  you  feem  to  have  ?  L’ut 
“  remember  I  am  not  to  be  prevailed  upon  tode- 
“  tide  the  point  in  queftion  againft  yrur  mother, 
“  if  jt  fliould  appear  file  had  juft  reafon  for  v.  hat 
“  Ihe  has  done.  Be  it  agreeable  to  your  inclina- 
“  tion,”  faid  he,  “  which  I  am  fure  is  always  to 
“  adt  according  to  juftice.”  1  called  to  my  af- 
fiftance  Corellius  and  Frontinus,  two  of  the  rrv.  ft 
confiderable  lawyers  which  Rome  at  that  time  af- 
fordeJ.  Attended  with  thofe  friends,  I  heard  the 
caufe  in  my  chamber.  Curianus  faid  every  thing 
which  he  thought  could  favour  his-  pretenfions,  to 
whom  (as  there  was  no  body  but  myfclf  to  defend 
the  charadber  of  Gratilla)  1  made  a  fliort  reply;  . 
after  which  I  retired  with  my  friends  to  deliberate 
upon  the  cafe,  and  then  leturned  and  acquainted 
Curianus,  that  it  was  our  opinion  his  condudb 
had  juftly  drawn  upon  him  his  mother’s  relent- 
menr.  Some  time  afterward,  Curianus  commen¬ 
ced  a  fuit  in  the  centumvii.-l  court  againft  all  the 
coheirs  except  myfelf.  The  day  appointed  for 
the 
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the  trial  approaching,  the  reft  of  the  coheirs  were 
defirous  of  compromifing  the  affair  ;  not  out  of 
any  diffidence  of  their  caufe,  but  from  a  diftruft 
of  the  times.  T hey  were  apprehcniive,  what 
had  been  the  cafe  of  many  others  might  happen 
to  them,  and  that  from  a  civil  fuit  it  lhould  end 
in  a  capital  one  ;  as  there  were  fomeamongft  them 
to  whom  the  friendihip  of  Gratilla  and  Rufti- 
cus  *  might  be  extremely  prejudicial  :  they  there¬ 
fore  defired  me  to  go  and  talk  with  Curianus. 
We  met  in  the  temple  of  Concord  :  “  Suppofe,” 
fa  id  I,  “  your  mother  had  left  you  the  fourth  part 
“  of  her  eftute,  or  even  fuppofe  fhe  had  maJe 
“  you  foie  heir,  but  had  exhaufted  fo  much  of 
“  the  eltate  in  legacies  that  there  would  not  be 
“  more  than  a  fourth  part  remaining  to  you; 
tc  could  you  juftly  have  complained  ?  You  ought 
“  to  be  contented  therefore,  if  being  abfolutely 
“  difinherited,  as  you  arc,  the  heirs  are  willing 
“  to  relinquifh  to  you  a  fourth  part ;  which 
“  however  1  will  increafe  by  contributing  my 
“  proportion.  You  know  you  did  not  commence 
“  any  fuit  againft  me,  fo  that  the  prescription 
“  which  I  have  gained  by  two  years  peaceable 
“  pofleffion,  fecures  my  (hare  from  any  claim  yju 
“  can  let  up  againft  it.  But  to  induce  you  to 
“  come  into  the  propofals  on  the  part  of  the  co- 
“  heirs,  and  that  you  may  be  no  fufterer  by  the 
“  peculiar  rcfpeift  you  {hewed  to  me,  I  offer  to 
“  contribute  my  proportion  with  them.”  —  The 
ftlent  fatisfr.ction  of  my  own  confcienceis  not  the 
only  plcafute  this  tranfadlion  has  afforded  me  j  it 

*  Gratilla  was  the  wife  of  Rufticus  :  P.ufticus 
was  put  to  death  by  Domitian,  ar.J  Gratilla  ba- 
nifhed.  It  was  a  fufficieut  crime  in  the  reign  of  that 
execrable  prince  to  be  even  a  friend  of  liiofe  who 
Were  obnoxious  to  him, 

has 
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has  contributed  greatly  to  myreputntion.  It  is  this 
fame  Curianus  who  has  left  me  the  legacy  1  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  beginning  of  my  letter,  which  l  re¬ 
ceived  as  a  very  honourable  mark  of  his  approba¬ 
tion  of  my  behaviour  in  this  affair,  fo  agreeable 
(if  I  do  not  flatter  mylell)  to  the  true  fpiritof  an¬ 
cient  integrity.  1  have  given  you  this  account, 
becaufe  in  all  my  joys  and  forrows  I  look,  upon 
you  as  myfelf,  apd  1  thought  it  would  be  unkind 
not  to  communicate  to  fo  tender  a  friend  whate¬ 
ver  occaftons  me  pleafure ;  as  I  confefs  this  cir- 
cumftance  has  :  for  1  do  not  pretend  to  fiich  re¬ 
fined  ftrains  of  piiilofophy  as  to  be  indifferent, 
when  I  think  I  have  done  honeftly,  whether  my 
actions  meet  with  that  approbation  which  is  in 
fome  fort  their  reward.  Farewell. 

Epijh  II.  Pliny  to  Flaccus; 

THE  *  th ruflies  I  received  from  you  were  fo 
excellent,  that  my  Laurentinum  is  not  ca¬ 
pable  of  fupplying  me  with  any  thing  in  this  tem- 
peffuous  feafon,  either  of  the  land  or  fea  kind,  tu 
make  you  a  fuitab'e  return.  I  have  only  there¬ 
fore  to  fend  you  the  ineffectual  acknowledgments 
of  a  barren  letter  :  an  exchange  more  unequal,  I 
confefs,  than  that  famous  one  of  the  fubtle  Dio- 
med.  But  your  good  nature  will  lo  much  the 
more  readily  grant  me  an  excufe,  as  1  own  myfelf 
not  to  deferve  one.  Fa; e well. 

Epift.  III.  Pliny  to  Aristo. 

AMongff  the  many  agreeable  and  obliging  in- 
ftances  I  have  received  of  your  friendfhip, 

*  Thefe  birds,  of  which  there  are  feveral  forts, 
were  in  high  reputation  among  the  Romans,  and 
gene  rally  had  a  place  upon  all  elegant  tables. 
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your  not  concealing  from  me  the  long  conver- 
fation  which  lately  palled  at  your  houlc  concern¬ 
ing  my  verfes,  and  the  various  judgments  pro¬ 
nounced  upon  them,  is  by  no  means  the  leaft. 
There  were  fome,  it  feems,  who  did  not  disap¬ 
prove  of  my  poems,  but  at  the  lame  time  cenfu- 
red  me  in  a  free  and  friendly  manner,  for  employ¬ 
ing  myfelf  in  compofing  and  reciting  them.  I  am 
fo  far,  however,  from  dellring  to  extenuate  the 
charge,  that  I  willingly  acknowledge  myfelf  ftill 
more  deferving  of  it ;  and  confefe  that  I  fome- 
times  amufe  myfelf  with  writing  vcrlcs,  and  ver¬ 
fes  too  of  the  gayer  kind.  I  compofe  comedies  j 
divert  myfelf  with  pantomimes ;  read  the  lyric 
poets  j  and  enter  into  the  fpirit  of  the  moft  wan¬ 
ton  mufe ;  in  Short,  I  am  nothing  averfe  to  plea- 
fantry,  mirth,  and  gaiety ;  and  to  fum  up  every 
kind  of  innocent  amufement  in  one  word,  I  am 
a  tnan.  I  am  not  at  all  difpleafed,  that  thofe  who 
are  ignorant  that  the  moft  learned,  the  wifeft, 
and  the  beft  of  men  have  employed  themlelves  in 
the  fame  way,  Ihould  be  furpriled  at  my  doing 
fo  :  but  thofe  who  know  what  noble  examples  I 
•  follow,  will  allow  me,  I  truft,  thus  to  err  ;  but  to 
err  with  thole  whom  it  is  an  honour  to  imitate, 
not  only  in  their  moft  ferious  a&ions,  but  lighteft 
amusements.  Is  it  unbecoming  me  (I  will  not 
.  name  any  living  example,  left  1  Ihould  leem  to 
flatter),  but  is  it  unbecoming  me  to  pra&ifewhat 
became  Tully,  Calvus,  Pollio,  Meflala,  Horten- 
fius,  Brutus,  Sulla,  Catulus,  Scaevola,  Sulpitius, 
Varro,  the  Torquati,  Memmius,  Lentulus,  Gas- 
tulicus,  Seneca,  and  in  our  own  memory,  Vergi- 
nius  Rufus  ?  But  if  the  examples  of  private  men 
are  not  fuflicient  to  juftify  me,  I  can  cite  Julius 
Casfar,  Auguftus,  Nerva,  and  Titus,  i  forbear  to 
add  Nero  to  the  catalogue  ;  though  I  am  fcnfible 
what  is  fimetimes  pra<ftiled  by  the  word  of  men 
does  n.<t  r.->  erefore  degenerate  into  wrong  ;  on  the 
contrary. 
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contrary,  it  ftill  maintains  its  credit,  if  frequent¬ 
ly  countenanced  by  the  beft.  In  that  number 
Virgil,  Cornelius  Nepos,  and  prior  to  thefe,  En¬ 
nius,  and  Accius,  juftly  deferve  the  moft  diftin- 
guifhed  place.  Thefe  laft  indeed  were  not  fena- 
tors,  but  virtue  knows  no  diflin&ion  of  rank  or 
title.  I  recite  my  works,  it  is  true,  ar>d  in  this 
1  am  norfure  I  can  fupport  myfelf  by  their  exam¬ 
ples.  They,  perhaps  might  be  fatisfied  with 
their  own  judgment  ;  but  i  have  too  humble  an 
opinion  of  mine,  to  fuppole  my  compofitions  fuf- 
ficiently  perfect,  becaufe  they  appear  fo  to  me. 
My  reafons  then  for  reciting  are,  that  there  is  a 
certain  reverence  for  one’s  audience,  which  fires 
the  imagination  and  excites  a  more  vigorous  ap¬ 
plication  ;  and  that  I  have  bv  this  means  an  op¬ 
portunity  of  fettling  any  doubts  I  may  have  con¬ 
cerning  my  performance,  by  obferving  the  gene¬ 
ral  ientiments  of  my  hearers.  In  a  word,  I  hat  e 
the  advantage  of  receiving  different  hints  from 
different  perfons  :  and  though  they  fhould  not 
declare  their  Ientiments  in  exprefs  terms,  yet  the 
air  of  a  countenance,  the  turn  of  a  head  or  eye, 
the  motion  of  a  hand,  a  whiiper,  or  even  filence 
itfelf,  will  eafily  diftinguiih  their  real  judgment 
from  the  language  of  civility  :  fo  that  if  any  one 
of  my  audi-.nce  fnould  have  the  curiofny  to  per- 
ufe  the  fame  perfoimanee  which  he  heard  me 
read,  he  may  find  ieveral  things  altered  or  omit¬ 
ted,  and  perhaps  too  upon  his  judgmer.r,  though 
he  did  nor  fay  a  Angle  word  to  me.  But  I  am 
defending  my  ccndutft  in  this  particular  as  if  I 
had  actually  recited  my  woiks  in  public,  and  not 
in  my  ow-n  houfe  before  my  friends  ;  a  numerous 
appearance  of  whom  has  upon  many  occafions 
beer,  held  an  honour,  but  never  furcly  a  reproach. 
Farewell. 

Efjl 


Epid.  4. 


of  PLINY. 


Epiji.  IV.  Pliny  to  Valeri  anus. 

THE  fact  which  I  am  going  to  mention, 
though  in  itfclf  of  no  great  importance, 
may  be  attended  with  very  confiderable  confe- 
qucnces.  Sollers,  a  perfen  of  prtetorian  rank, 
petitioned  the  fenate  for  leave  to  hold  a  fair  upon 
his  eftate.  He  was  oppofed  in  this  by  the  depu¬ 
ties  from  the  Viccntini,  who  employed  Tufcili- 
us  Nominatus  as  their  counfel.  The  caule  was 
adjourned  ;  and  at  the  next  meeting  the  deputies 
appeared  unattended  with  their  counfel,  com¬ 
plaining  that  they  had  bcengrofsly  deceived  :  an 
expreflion,  which  whether  it  dropped  from  them 
in  the  warmth  of  refentment,  or  that  they  really 
thought  lb,  I  will  not  determine.  Nepos  the 
praetor  afkrd  them  who  it  was  they  had  retained  ? 
They  replied,  the  Lire  perfon  who  was  counfel 
for  them  before.  Being  faitlicr  alked,  whether 
he  then  appeared  for  them  without  any  gratuity  ? 
They  informed  the  hoefe  that  they  had  given  him 
fix  thoufand  federce*,  and  afterwards  prefented 
him  with  a  fecond  fee  of  one  thoufand  denarii. 
Upon  which,  Nepos  moved  that  Nominatus 
ihould  be  ordered  to  attend.  And  this  is  all  that 
was  dene  in  the  affair  that  day  ;  but  ur.lefs  I  am 
greatly  midaken,  the  inquiry  will  not  end  here  ; 
for  one  may  obferve  in  fevcral  inftarces,  the 
flighted  fpuiks  have  lighted  up  a  train  of  very  re¬ 
mote  condquences.  And  now  I  have  fufEcient- 
ly  railed  y-rnr  c.nrioficy,  I  imagine,  to  make 
you  deli rous- 1  fhould  inform  you  of  the  red  ;  un- 
lefs  you  fiiould  chufe  to  gratify  it  by  coming  to 
Rome,  and  had  rather  fee  than  read  the  fequel. 
Farewell. 
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Epjl.  V.  Pliny  to  Maximus. 

X  Am  deeply  afflicted  with  the  news  I  have  rc- 
JL  ceived  of  the  dea.h  of  Fannius,  not  only  as 
I  have  loft  in  him  a  friend  whofe  eloquence  and 
polite  nefs  I  admired,  but  a  guide  whofe  judgment 
I  purfued  :  and  indeed  he  poflefled  a  moft  pene¬ 
trating  genius,  improved  and  quickened  by  great 
experience.  There  are  fome  circuniftances  at¬ 
tending  his  death,  which  aggravate  my  concern. 
He  left  behind  him  a  will  which  had  been  made 
a  confiderable  time,  by  which  it  happens  his  eftate 
is  fallen  into  the  hands  of  thole  who  had  incur¬ 
red  his  difpleafure,  while  his  greateft  favourites 
h  id  no  fhare  of  it.  But  what  l  particularly  re¬ 
gret  is,  that  he  has  left  unfinilhed  a  very  noble 
work  in  which  he  was  engaged.  Notwithftand- 
-ing  his  full  employment  at  the  bar,  he  had  un¬ 
dertaken  a  hiftory  of  thofe  perfons  who  had  been 
put  to  death  or  banilhed  by  Nero ;  of  which  he 
had  perfected  three  books.'  They  are  written  with 
great  delicacy  and  exa&nefs;  the  ftyle  is  pure, 
and  preferves  a  proper  medium  between  the  plain 
narrative  and  the  hiftoricsl :  and  as  they  were 
very,  favourably  received  by  the  public,  he  was 
the  more  defirous  of  being  able  to  complete  the 
reft.  The  hand  of  death  is  ever,  in  my  eftima- 
tion,  too  fevere  and  too  hidden  when  it  falls  upon 
fuch  as  are  employed  in  fome  immortal  work. 
The  fons  of  fenfuality,  who  have  no  views  be¬ 
yond  the  prefent  honour,  terminate  with  each  day 
the  whole  purpofe  of  their  lives  j  but  thole  who 
look  forward  to  pofterity,  and  endeavour  to  ex¬ 
tend  their  memories  to  future  generations  by  ufe- 
ful  labours  ; — to  fuch,  death  is  always  immature, 
as  it  ftill  fnatches  them  from  amidft  fome  unfinifti- 
ed  defign.  Fannius,  long  before  his  death,  bad 
a  ftrong  preftntiment  of  what  has  happened :  he 
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dreamed  one  night,  that  as  he  was  in  his  fludy  with  ' 
his  paptrs  befote  him,  Nero  came  in,  and  pla¬ 
cing  himfelf  by  his  fide,  took  up  the  three  fir  It 
book's  of  this  hiftory  j  which  he  read  through, 
and  then  went  away.  1  his  dream  g.reatly  alarm¬ 
ed  him,  and  he  looked  upon  it  as  an  intimation, 
thathefhould  not  carry  on  his  hiftoiy  any  farther 
than  Nero  had  read  :  and  fo  the  event  proved. 

I  cannot  refleCt  upon  this  accident  witnout  la¬ 
menting  that  he  Ihould  not  be  able  to  accomplifn 
a  work,  which  had  colt  him  lo  much  pains  and 
vigilance;  as  it  fuggcils  to  me  at  the  fame  time 
the  thoughts  of  my  own  mortality,  and  the  fate 
of  my  writings  :  and  I  am  perfuaded  the  fame  re¬ 
flection  alarms  your  apprchenlions  for  thole  in 
which  you  ate  employed.  Let  us  then,  my  friend, 
while  yet  we  live,  e:\e.t  all  our  endeavours,  that 
death,  whenever  it  arrive*,  may  find  as  little  as 
poiUble  to  Jeftroy.  1'arcwdl. 

EpiJi.V I.  Pliny  to  Apollinaris. 

THE  kind  concern  you  exprefled  when  you 
heard  of  my  delign  to  pafs  the  fummer  at 
my  ^viila  in  Tuicany,  .and  your  obliging  endea¬ 
vours  to  diflliade  me  from  going  to  a  place  which 
you  think  unhealthy,  is  extremely  agreeable  to 
me.  I  confefs,  indeed,  the  air  of  that  part  of 
Tufcany  which  lies  towards  the  coaft,  is  thick 
and  unwholeforr.ee  but  my  houfc  is  Otuatcd  at  a 
great  durance  from  the  f;a,  under  one  of  the  A- 
1'enninc  mountains,  which,  of  all  others,  is  molt 

*  This  was  Pliny’s  principal  feat,  lying  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty  miles  from  Rome,  where  lie  ufual- 
ly  refided  in  the  fummer-ieafon.  The  reader  will 
obferve  therefore,  that  he  confiders  it  in  a  very  dif¬ 
ferent  manner  from  that  of  Laurentinum  (his  winter- 
villa)  both  with  refpeft  to  the  fituation  and  the  houfc 
itfelf. 
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edeemed  for  the  clearnefs  of  its  air.  But  that 
you  may  lay  afidc  all  apprehenftons'  on  my  ac¬ 
count,  I  will  give  you  a  defcription  of  the  tem¬ 
perature  of  the  climate,  the  fltuation  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  and  the  beauty  of  my  viila,  which  I  am  per- 
f  haded  you  will  hear  with  as  much  piealure  as  I 
final  1  nitre.  The  winters  are  lcvere  and  cold, 
fo  that  myrtles,  olives,  and  trees  of  that  kind 
which  delight  in  confront  warmth,  will  not  flau- 
ri(h  here;  b  it  it  produces  bay-trees  in  great  per¬ 
fection  ;  yet  forr.etimss,  though  indeed  not  ofiener 
than  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Rome,  they  are 
kill-d  by  the  fharpnefs  of  the  feafons.  The  fum- 
triers  are  exceedingly  temperate,  and  continually 
attended  with  relrefhing  breezes,  which  are  fel- 
dom  interrupted  by  high  winds.  If  you  were  to 
come  here  and  lee  the  numbers  cf  old  men  who 
have  lived  to  be  grandfathers  and  great-grand¬ 
fathers,  and  hear  the  ftorics  they  can  entertain 
you  with  of  their  anceftors,  you  would  fancy 
yourfclf  born  in  fome  former  age.  The  difpoli- 
tion  of  the  country  is  the  mod  beautiful  that  can 
be  imagined  :  figure  to  vourfelf  an  immenfe  am¬ 
phitheatre  ;  but  fuch  as  the  hand  of  nature  could 
only  form.  Before  you  lies  avail  extended  plain 
bounded  by  a  range  of  mountains,  whofe  Cum¬ 
in  its  are  crowned  with  lofty  and  venerable  woods, 
which  fupply  variety  of  game  :  from  hence,  as 
the  mountains  decline,  they  are  adorned  with 
under-woods.  Intermixed  with  thefe  are  little 
hills  of  fo  llrong  and  fat  a  foil,  that  it  would  be 
difficult  to  find  a  fingle  Hone  upon  them  ;  their 
fertility  is  nothing  inferior  to  the  lowed  grounds; 
and  though  their  harved,  indeed,  is  fomething 
later,  their  crops  are  as  well  matured.  At  the 
foot  of  thefe  hills  the  eye  is  prefen  cd,  where-ever 
it  turns,  with  one  unbroken  view  of  numberlefs 
vineyards,  which  are  terminated  by  a  border,  as  it 
were,  of  di  ubs.  From  thence  you  have  a  pro- 
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fpedt  of  the  adjoining  fields  and  meadows  below. 
'The  foil  of  the  former  is  fo  extremely  ftiff,  and 
upon  the  firft  ploughing  it  rifes  in  fuch  vaft  clods, 
that  it  is  neceilary  to  go  over  it  nine  fever al  times 
with  the  largeft  oxen  and  the  ftrongeft  ploughs, 
before  they  can  he  thoroughly  broken  ;  w hi  1ft 
the  enamelled  meadows  produce  trefoil,  and  other 
kinds  of  herbage  as  fine  and  tender  as  if  it.  were 
but  juft  fprung  up,  being  continually  rcfrefheJ 
by  never- failing  rills.  I’ut  though  the  country 
abounds  with  great  plenty  of  water,  there  are  no 
marfhes  ;  for  as  it  is  a  riling  ground,  whatever 
water  it  receives  without  abforbing,  runs  off  into 
the  Tiber.  This  river,  which,  winds  through  the 
middle  of  the  meadows,  is  navigable  only  in  the 
winter  and  fpring,  when  it  tranfports  the  produce 
of  the  lands  to  Rome:  but  its  channel  is  lb  ex¬ 
tremely  low  in  fumnr.er,  that  it  fcarce  deferves 
the  name  of  a  river :  towards  the  autumn  how¬ 
ever,  it  begins  again  to  renew  its  claim  to  that 
title.  You  could  not  be  more  agreeably  enter¬ 
tained,  than  by  taking  a  view  of  the  face  of  this 
country  from  the  top  of  one  of  our  neighboring 
mountains:  you  wotdd  imagine  that  r.ot  a  real, 
but  fome  painted  landfcape  lay  before  you,  drawn 
with  the  moll  exquilite  beauty  and  exaiitneis ; 
■ditch  an  harmonious  and  regular  variety  charms 
the  eye  which  way  foever  it  throws  itfelf.  My 
villa  is  fo  advantageoully  fttuated,  that  it  com¬ 
mands  a  full  view  of  all  the  country  round ;  yet 
you  go  up  to  it  by  fo  infenlible  a  rife,  that  you 
find  yi  urfelf  upon  an  elevation  without  percei¬ 
ving  you  afeended.  Behind,  but  at  a  grear  di- 
ftance,  ftand  the  Apcnnine  mountains,  in  the 
calmeft  days  we  are  refrefh'd  by  the  winds  that 
blo-yy  from  thence,  but  fofpent,  as  it  were,  by  the 
long  tract  '  f  land  they  travel  over,  that  they  are 
entirely  diverted  of  all  their  llrength  and  violence 
before  they  reach  us.  The  exp  jfition of  the  prin- 
P  3  cipal 
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ci pal  front  of  the  houle  is  full  fouth,  and  feems 
to  invite  the  afternoon  fun  in  fummer  (butfome- 
thing  earlier  in  winter)  into  a  fpacious  and  well- 
proportioned  portico,  confifting  of  feveral  mem¬ 
bers,  particularly  a  porch  built  after  the  manner 
of  the  ancients.  In  the  front  of  the  portico  is  a 
fort  of  terrace,  embellifhed  with  various  figures, 
and  bounded  with  a  box-hedge,  from  whence  you 
defeend  by  an  eafy  Hope,  adorned  with  the  re- 
prefentatiun  of  divers  animals  in  box  anfwering 
alternately  to  each  other,  into  a  lawn  overfpread 
with  the  foft,  I  had  almofl  faid  the  liquid  acan¬ 
thus  :  this  is  furrounded  by  a  walk  inclofed  with 
tonfde  ever- greens,  fhaped  into  a  variety  of  forms. 
Beyond  it  is  the  geftatio  laid  out  in  the  form  of  a 
circus,  ornamented  in  the  middle  with  box  cut 
in  numberlefs  different  figures,  together  with  a 
plantation  of  fhrubs  prevented  by  the  fheers  from 
running  up  too  high  :  The  whole  is  fenced  in 
with  a  wall  covered  by  box,  rifing  by  different 
ranges  to  the  top.  On  the  outfide  of  the  wall 
lies  a  meadow  that  owes  as  many  beauties  to  na¬ 
ture,  as  all  I  have  been  deferibing  within  does  to 
art ;  at  the  end  of  which  are  feveral  other  mea¬ 
dows  and  fields  interfpeifed  with  thickets.  At 
’the  extremity  of  the  portico  ftands  a  grand  dining¬ 
room,  which  opens  upon  one  end  of  the  terrace  ; 
as  from  the  windows  there  is  a  very  extenfive 
profpefl  over  the  meadows  up  into  the  country, 
from  whence  you  alfo  have  a  view  of  the  terrace 
and  fuch  parts  of  the  houfe  which  projedl  for¬ 
ward,  together  with  the  woods  inclofing.  the  ad¬ 
jacent  hippodrome.  Oppofite  almofl  to  the  cen¬ 
tre  of  the  portico  ftands  an  apartment  foroething 
backwards,  which  encompaffes  a  fmall  area,  fha- 
ded  by  four  plane-trees,  in  the  midft  of  which  a 
fountain  rifes,  from  whence  the  water  running 
over  the  edges  of  a  marble  bafin  gently  refrefhes 
the  furrounding  plane-trees  and  the  verdure  un¬ 
derneath 
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derneath  them.  This  apartment  confifts  of  a. 
bedchamber  free  from  every  kind  of  noife,  and 
which  the  light  itfelf  cannot  penetrate  j  together 
with  a  common  dining-room  that  I  uie  wheuevec 
I  hav,e  none  but  familiar  friends  with  me.  A 
fecoitd  portico  looks  upon  this  little  area,  and 
has  the  fame  profpetft  with  the  former  I  juft  now 
deferibed.  There  is,  befides,  another  room,  which 
being  fituated  dole  to  the  neareft  plane-tree,  en¬ 
joys  a  conftant  lhade  and  verdure  :  its  Tides  are 
incrufted  half-way  with  carved  marble,  and  from 
thence  to  the  ceiling  a  foliage  is  painted  with 
birds  intermixed  among  the  branches,  which  has 
an  effect  altogether  as  agreeable  as  that  of  the 
carving ;  at  the  bafts  of  which  is  placed  a  little 
fountain,  that  playing  through  leveral  finall  pipes- 
into  a  vafe,  produces  a  moft  pleafing  murmur. 
From  a  corner  of  the  portico  you  enter  into  a 
very  Ipacious  chamber  oppofice  to  the  grand  di¬ 
ning-room,  which  from  fome  of  its  windows  has 
a  view  of  the  terrace,  and  from  others  of  the 
meadow,  as  thole  in  the  front  look  upon  a  caf- 
cade,  which  entertains  at  once  both  the  eye  and 
the  ear  ;  for  the  water  falling  from  a  great  height, 
foams  round  the  marble  balon  which  receives  it 
below.  '1  his  room  is  extremely  warm  in  winter, 
being  much  expofed  to  the  fun,  as  in  a  cloudy 
day  the  heat  of  an  adjoining  ftove  very  well  fup- 
plies  his  abfence.  From  hence  you  pals  through 
a  fpacious  and  plealant  undreffing  room  into  the 
cold  bath  room,  in  which  is  a  large  gloomy  bath  : 
but  if  you  are  difpofed  to  fwim  more  at  large,  or 
in  warmer  water,  in  the  middle  cf  the  area  is  a 
wide  bafin  for  that  purpofe,  and  near  it  a  refer- 
voir  from  whence  you  may  be  fupplied  with  cold 
water  to  brace  yourfelf  again,  if  you  fhould  per¬ 
ceive  jou  are  too  much  relaxed  by  the  warm. 
Contiguous  to  the  cold  bath  is  one  of  a  middling 
degree  of  hear,  wlych  enjoys  the  kindly  warmth 
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of  the  fun,  but  not  fo  intenfely  as  that  of  the 
hot  bath,  which  projects  farther.  This  laft  con- 
fifts  of  three  feveral  divifions,  etch  of  different 
degrees  of  heat  ;  the  tv/o  former  lie  open  to  the 
full  fun,  the  latter,  though  not  fo  much  cxpoi’cJ 
to  his  heat,  receives  an  equal  fhare  of  its  light. 
Over  the  uudreffing  room  is  built  the  tennis- 
court,  which,  by  means  of  different  circles,  ad¬ 
mits  of  different  kinds  of  games.  Not  far  from 
the  baths,  is  the  ftair-cafe  which  leads  to  the  in- 
clofed  portico,  after  having  firft  parted  through 
three  apartmen  s:  one  of  Thefe  looks  upon  the 
little  area  with  the  four  plane-trees  round  it,  the 
oilier  has  a  fight  of  the  meadows,  and  from  the 
third  you  have  a  view  of  feveral  vineyards,  fo 
that  they  have  as  many  different  profpedts  as  ex- 
pofitions.  At  one  end  of  the  inclofed  portico, 
and  indeed  taken  ofF  from  it,  is  a  chamber  that 
looks  upon  the  hippodrome,  the  vineyards,  and 
the  mountains ;  adjoining  is  a  room  which  has 
a  full  expofure  to  the  fun,  cfpecially  in  winter: 
from  hence  runs  an  apartment  that  connects  the 
hippodrome  with  the  houfe  :  and  fuch  is  the  form 
and  afae£t  of  the  front.  On  the  fide  is  a  fummer 
inclofed  portico  which  ftands  high,  and  has  not 
only  a  profpc£l  of  the  vineyards,  but  feems  almoft 
to  touch  them.  Fiom  the  middle  of  this  portico 
you  enter  a  dining-room  cooled  by  the  whcle- 
fome  breezes  which  come  from  the  Apennine  val¬ 
leys  :  from  the  windows  in  the  back  front,  which . 
are  extremely  large,  there  is  a  profpedt  t  f  the 
vineyards,  as  you  havealfo  another  view  of  them 
from  the  folding-doors  through  the  fummer-por- 
tico:  along  that  fide  of  this  dining-room  where 
there  are  no  windows,  runs  a  private  ftair-cafc 
for  the  greater  conveniency  of  ferving  at  enter¬ 
tainments  :  at  the  farther  end  of  a  chamber  from 
whence  the  eye  is  entertained  with  a  view  of  the 
vineyards,  and  (what  is  equally  agreeable)  of  the 
portico. 


Epift.  6.  of  PLINY.  j 77 

portico.  Underneath  this  room  is  an  inclofed 
portico  fomething  refembling  a  grotto,  which 
enjoying,  in  the  midil  of  fummer-heats,  its  own 
natural  coolnels,  neither  admits  r.or  wants  the  re- 
frelhment  of  external  breezes.  After  you  have 
palled  both  thefe  porticoes,  at  the  end  of  the  di¬ 
ning  room  Hands' a  third,  which,  as  the  day  is  more 
or  left  advanced,  ferves  either  for  winter  or  lum- 
mer  ufe.  It  leads  to  two  different  apartments, 
one  containing  four  chambers,  the  other  thre ;, 
which  enjoy  by  turns  both  fun  and  Iliad e.  in 
the  front  of  thefe  agreeable  buildings  lies  a  vety 
fpacious  hippodrome,  entirely  open  in  the  middle, 
by  which  means  the  eye,  upon  your  full  entrance, 
takes  in  its  whole  extent  at  one  view.  It  is  cn- 
compaffed  on  every  fide  with  plane-trees  covered 
with  ivy,  lb  that  while  their  heads  flourilh  with 
their  own  green,  their  bodies  enjoy  a  borrowed 
verdure;  and  thus  the  ivy  twining  round  the 
trunk  and  branches,  fpreads  from  tree  to  tree, 
and  conn  efts  them  together.  Between  each  plane- 
tree  are  planted  box-trees,  and  behind  thefe,  bay- 
trees,  which  blend  their  (hade  with,  that  of  the 
planes.  This  plantation,  forming  a  ftraight  boun¬ 
dary  on  both  fides  of  the  hippodrome,  bends  at 
the  farther  end  Into  a  femicircle,  which  being  let 
round  and  Iheltercd  with  cyprefs- trees,  varies 
the  profpedt,  and  calls  a  deep  and  more  gloomy 
(hade;  while  the  inward  circular  walks  (for  there 
are  feveral)  enjoying  an  open  expofure,  are  per¬ 
fumed  with  roles,  and  corre£l,  by  a  very  pleafing 
contrail,  the  coolnefs  of  the  (hade  with  the 
warmth  of  the  fan.  Having  palled  through  thefe 
feveral  winding  alleys,  you  en:er  a  ftraight  walk, 
which  breaks  out  into  a  variety  of  others,  divi¬ 
ded  off  by  box- hedges.  In  one  place  y  .  u  have  a 
little  meadow;  in  another  the  box  is  cut  into  a 
thoufand -different  forms;  (ometimes  into  letters, 
exprefiing  the  name  of  the  maiter ;  fometim.es  that 
of 
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of  the  artificer  :  whilft  here  and  there  little  obe- 
lifks  rife  intermixed  alternately  with  fruit-trees  : 
when  on  a  fudden,  in  the  midft'of  this  elegant 
regularity,  you  are  furpriled  with  an  imitation  of 
the  negligent  beaucies  of  rural  nature  ;  in  the 
centre  of  which  lies  a  fpot  furrounded  with  a 
knot  of  dwarf  plane-trees.  Beyond  thefe  is  a 
walk  interfperfed  with  the  fmooth  and  twining 
acanthus,  wheie  the  trees  are  alfo  cut  into  a  va¬ 
riety  of  names  and  (hapes.  At  the  upper  end  is 
an  alcove  of  white  marble,  (haded  with  vines, 
fupported  by  four  I'm. ill  Caiydian  pillars.  From 
this  bench  the  water  gufhing  through  feveral  little 
pipes,  as  if  it  were  prefi'eJ  out  by  the  weight  of 
the  peribns  who  repofe  themfelves  upon  it,  falls 
into  a  ft. me  ciftern  underneath,  from  whence  it 
is  received  into  a  fine  polilhed  marble  bafin,  fo 
artfully  contrived,  that  it  is  always  full  without 
ever  overflowing.  When  I  fup  here,  this  bafin 
ferves  for  a  table,  the  larger  fort  of  di(hes  being 
placed  round  the  margin,  while  the  fmaller  ones 
(wim  about  in  the  form  oflitile  vefiels  and  water- 
fowl.  Correfponding  to  this,  is  a  fountain  which 
is  inceflantly  emptying  and  filling ;  for  the  water 
which  it  throws  up  a  great  height,  falling  back 
again  into  it,  is  by  means  of  two  openings  return¬ 
ed  as  fall  as  it  is  received.  Fronting  the  alcove 
(and  which  reflv£ls  as  great  an  ornament  to  it  as 
it  borrows  from  it)  (bands  a  fummer-houfe  of ex- 
quifite  marble,  whole  doors  project  and  open  in¬ 
to  a  green  inclofure;  as  from  its  upper  and  lower 
windows  the  eye  is  prefented  with  a  variety  of 
different  verdures.  Next  to  this  is  a  little  pri¬ 
vate  clofet  (which  though  it  feems  diftinct,  may 
be  laid  into  the  fame  room)  furnilhed  with  a 
couch;  and  notwithftanding  it  has  windows  on 
every  fide,  yet  it  enjoys  a  very  agreeable  gloomi- 
nefs,  by  means  of  a  fpreading  vine  which  climbs 
to  the  top,  and  entirely  averlhadcs  it.  Here  you 
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may  lie  and  fancy  yourfelf  in  a  wood,  with  this 
difference  only,  that  you  are  not  expcfed  to  the 
weather:  in  this  p!ace  a  fountain  alfo  rifes  and 
inftamly  difappears:  in  different  quarters  are  dif- 
pofed  f.veral  marbl?  feats,  which  ferve  no  lefs 
than  the  fummer-houfe,  as  fo  many  reliefs  after 
one  is  wearied  with  walking.  Near  each  feat  is 
a  little  fountain;  and  throughout  the  whole  hip¬ 
podrome  feveral  fmall  rills  run  murmuring  along, 
wherifoever  <he  hand  of  art  thought  proper  to 
condudf  them,  watcting  here  and  there  different 
fpots  of  vedure,  and  in  their  progrefs  refreshing 
the  whole. 

And  now,  I  fhould  not  have  hazarded  the  im¬ 
putation  of  being  too  minute  in  this  detail,  if  I 
had  not  propofed  to  lead  you  into  every  corner 
of  my  houfe  and  gardens.  You  will  hardly,  I 
imagine,  think  it  a  trouble  to  read  the  defcrip- 
tion  of  a  place,  which  I  am  perfuaded  would 
pleafe  you,  were  you  to  fee  it ;  efpecially  as  you 
have  it  in  your  power  to  flop,  and  by  throwing  a- 
fide  my  letter,  fit  down  as  it  were,  and  reft  your¬ 
felf  as  often  as  you  think  ptoper.  I  had  at  the  fame 
time  a  view  to  the  gratification  of  my  own  paf- 
fion  :  as  I  confefs,  i  have  a  very  great  one  for 
this  villa,  which  was  chiefly  built  or  finifhed  by 
my  fid  f.  In  a  word,  (for  why  fhould  1  conceal 
from  my  friend  my  fentiments,  whether  right  or 
wrong  ?),  I  look  upon  it  as  the  firft  duty  of  every 
writer  frequently  to  throw  his  eyes  upon  his 
title-page,  and  to  confider  well  the  fubjedl  he 
has  propofed  to  himfelf;  and  he  may  be  allured, 
if  he  clofely  purfues  his  plan,  he  cannct  juftly  be 
thought  tedious  ;  but  on  the  contrary,  if  he  Suf¬ 
fers  himfelf  to  be  carried  off  from  it,  he  will  moft 
certainly  incur  that  cenfure.  Homer,  you  know, 
has  employed  many  verfes  in  the  defcription  of 
the  arms  of  Achilles,  as  Virgil  alfo  has  in  thofe 
of  j3£neas  ;  yet  neither  of  them  are  prolix,  be- 
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caufe  they  both  keep  within  the  limits  of  their 
original  defign.  Aratus,  you  fee,  is  not  efteem- 
ed  too  circumftantial,  though  he  traces  and  enu¬ 
merates  the  minuteft  ftars  ;  for  he  does  not  go 
out  of  his  way  for  that  purpofe,  he  only  follows 
where  his  fubjedts  lead  him.  In  the  lame  man¬ 
ner  (to  compare  fmail  things  with  great),  if  en¬ 
deavouring  to  give  you  an  idea  of  my  houfe,  I  have 
not  wandered  into  any  thing  foreign,  or,  as  it 
were,  devious,  it  is  not  my  letter  which-defcribes, 
but  my  villa  which  is  defcribed,  that  is  to  be 
deemed  large.  But  not  to  dwell  any  longer  up¬ 
on  this  digrcflion,  left  1  (hould  my.'elf  6e  con¬ 
demned  by  the  maxim  1  have  juft  laid  down  ;  I 
have  now  informed  you  why  1  prefer  my  Tuf- 
can  villa,  to  thofe  which  I  poftefs  at  Tufculum, 
Tibur,  and  Prajneftc.  Beiides  the  advantages 
already  mentioned,  1  here  enjoy  a  more  profound 
retirement,  as  I  am  at  a  farther  diftance  from 
the  bufinefs  of  the  town,  and  the  interruption  of 
troublefome  avocations.  All  is  calm  and  com- 
poled  ;  which  contributes,  no  lefs  than  its  clear 
air  and  unclouded  fky,  ro  that  health  of  body  and 
chcarfulnels  of  mind  which  I  particularly  enjoy 
here  :  both  of  which  1  ke:-p  in  proper  exercilc 
by  ftudy  and  hunting.  And  indeed  there  is  no 
place  which  agt«*es  better  with  all  my  family  in 
general ;  I  am  fare  at  leaft,  I  have  not  yet  loft 
one  (and  I  fueak  it  with  the  fer.tim.ents  I  ought) 
of  all  thofe  I  brought  with  me  hither  :  and  may 
the  gods  continue  that  happtnefs  to  me,  and  that 
honour  to  my  vilia  !  Farewell. 

Epi/i.  VII.  Pliny  to-CALvisius. 

IT  is  certain  the  law  does  not  allow  a  corpo¬ 
rate  city  to  inherit  any  eftatc  by  will,  or  to 
receive  a  legacy.  Sarurninus  however,  who  has 
appointed  me  his  heir,  had  left  a  fourth  part  or 
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his  eftate  to  our  corporation  of  Comum  ;  which 
cievife  he  afterwards  changed  into  an  abfoiute  le¬ 
gacy  of  400,000  fefterces.  This  bcqueft,  in  n 
legal  view,  is  undoubtedlv  void  ;  but  coniidere.-l 
as  the  clear  and  exprefs  will  of  the  dead,  ought 
to  Hand  firm  and  valid  :  a  confideration  in  myc- 
pininn  (though  [  am  afraid  the  lawvns  will  not 
be  pica  led  with  what  I  fay)  of  higher  regard  than 
any  law  whatsoever,  especially  when  the  intc.-cff 
of  one's  country  is  concerned.  It  weald  be  ex¬ 
tremely  incontinent  in  me,  who  made  them  a 
pr<  lent  of  eleven  hundred  thoufand  1~ tierces  out 
of  my  own  patrimony,  to  with-hold  from  them 
a  benefaction  of  a  little  me  re  than  a  third  part  cf 
that  (urn  out  ot  an  cflate  which  is  entirely  adven  - 
titious.  You,  who,  like  a  true  patiot,  have  tl • ' 
lame  affection  for  this  our  common  country,  wl'l 
join  with  me,  I  dare  fay,  in  thefe  fentiments.  I 
wifli  therefore  ton  would,  at  the  next  aiiemblv 
of  the  decurii,  acquaint  them,  in  a  refpctftfui 
manner,  how  the  law  ftands  in  this  rale,  and 
at  the  fame  time  let  them  know  that  I  fliall  not 
take  advantage  of  it,  but  will  pay  them  the 
400,000  fefterces  according  to  the  directions  in 
the  will  of  Saturninus.  You  will  repicleiu  :t  as 
his  prelent  and  his  libera.lity  ;  1  only  claim  (he 
merit  of  complying  with  his  requeti.  1  forbear 
writing  to  their  fenate  concerning  this  affair,  ."in¬ 
ly  relying  upon  your  friend  tit  ip  and  prudence, 
and  being  allured  that  you  arc  both  able  and  will¬ 
ing  to  act  for  me  upon  this  occafion  as  I  would 
for  myfelf ;  betides,  I  am  afraid  I  fhould  not  feem 
to  have  preferved  that  juft  medium  in  my  letter, 
which  you  will  much  eafier  be  able  to  do  in  a 
fpeech.  The  countenance,  thegefture,  and  even 
the  tone  of  voice  governs  and  determines  the 
ienfe  of  the  fpeaker  :  whereas  a  letter  being  defti- 
tutc  of  thefe  advantages,  is  more  liable  to  the 

Vol.  I.  “Q.  malignant 
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Bu:  btfulcs  this,  I  hr.vc  an  example  in  tv.y  own 
family  that  inclines  me  to  engage  in  this  ftudy, 
p;y  uncle  ami  adoptive  father  having  acquire  ii 
treat  imputation  r.s  a  very  accuiatc  hihor:  jn  ;  and 
tae  philoP.phei-f,  von  know,  recomme.. J  .t  to 
us  to  tier.:!  in  the  i’cp.s  cf  our  snccltors,  when 
iSev  have  gone  before  us  in  the  right  pa.!'.,  it 


fpeet-hTs,  It ft,  Yor  want  of  t!  !-  len.ainiu  -  1  ;b  ur, 
ail  the  ptiii.s  they  coft  me  fluatld  be“  thr  vrn 
away,  and  they  with  their  author  be  buried  in 
ol'le.  ie>n  :  for  with  rd'pcct  to  pofle.  itv,  the  v.v :> 
that  was  never  finifhtd,  was  never  begun.  Vua 
will  thitik,  perhaps,  I  might  correct  n.v  plead¬ 
ings  and  write  hiftory  at  the  fame  time,  i  v.  ifii 
indeed  1  were  capable  of  doing  lb,  but  they  are 
both  fuch  great  undertakings,  that  either  of  them 
is  abundantly  fufScient.  i  was  but  nineteen 
when  I  fit  ft  appeared  at  the  bar;  and  \  ct  it  is 
er.lv  now  at  luft  1  underfland  (and  that  in  tiuth 
but  imperfectly)  what  is  eflential  to  a  ec.n.p'ete 
orator.  How  then  {hall  I  be  able  to  1  up  port  the 
weight  cf  an  additional  burthen?  It  is  true,  in¬ 
deed,  hiftory  and  oratory  have  in  many  points  a 
general  refemblunce  ;  )ct  in  thole  verv  things  in 
v.hieh  they  Hem  to  agree,  thc-c  are  ieverrf eir- 
euiiillanccs  wherein  they  dift'er.  Ixa:  raue-n  is 
common  to  them  both  ;  but  it  is  a  narration  of  a 
diftinct  kind.  The  former  contents  itfjf  fre¬ 
quently  with  low  and  vulgar  facts  ;  the  latter  re¬ 
quires  every  thing  fplcndid,  elevated,  and  erttraor- 


ckna.y:  ftrength  and  nerves  is  fi-.fKcient  in  thy, 
but  beauty  and  ornament  is  eir.ntiul  to  this  :  tPe 
excellency  of  the  one  confifts  in  a  Urontr,  fcvetc, 
and  dofe  Style  ;  of  the  other,  in  a  dlfuiiive,  Sow- 
Q.  a  ing. 
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ing,  ..  Vi/manious  narration:  in  fhort,  the 
wo .  d- ,  vl.v  cmphaff',  and  v.’holf  turn  and  ftruc- 


.  aments  to  pt  fierity  ;  fcy  the  Srlt  of  whic  h  ex- 
urt-flions  he  'd’udes  to  oiJforv,  and  by  the  other 
:o  hutoiy.  fir  thefe  regions  1  am  not  inclined 
.  j  K.::d  together  two  performances  of  filch  dif% 
, :.iz  which,  as  th.yarc  both  cf  the 

:ai.k,  ncccffbiily  therefore  requite  a  fLpa- 
rate  attention  ;  led,  confounded  by  a  croud  of 
different  ideas,  I  fhould  introduce  into  the  one 
what  is  only  proper  to  the  other.  Therefore  (to 
ibcak  in  our  language  of  the  bar)  I  mud  beg  leave 
she  ctntfs  may  be  adjourned  fon:e  time  longer.  In  the 
njean  while,  I  refer  it  to  your  eonfidcration  from 
what  period  I  fhall  commence  my  hiflory.  Shall 
I  take  it  up  from  thofe  remote  times  which  have 
been  treated  of  already  by  others  ?  In  this  way, 
indeed,  the  materials  will  be  ready  prepared  to 
r.-y  hand:,  but  the  collating  of  the  fcveral  hifto- 
ri-ns  v.  ill  be  extremely  troublefome :  or,  (hall  1 
v.uitt  only  of  the  preient  times,  and  thofe  where¬ 
in  no  other  author  has  gene  before  me  ?  If  lb,  I 
may  probably  give  offence  to  many,  and  pleafb 
b. it  f.w.  1'i  r,  in  an  age  lb  over-run  v/ith  vice, 


which  you  ha  e  pointed  eut  to  me,  and  determine 
what  fubject  I  fhall  nx'upon  for  myhiitory,  that 
w.an  I  zr.  1  ready  to  enter  upon  the  talk  you  have 
affigned 
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affignel  me,  I  may  not  be  delayed  by  any  new 
difficulty.  Farewell. 

Epij'l.  IX.  Pliny  to  Saturninus. 

YOur  letter  made  very  different  imprellions 
upon  me,  as  it  brought  me  news  which  I 
both  rejoiced  and  grieved  to  receive.  It  gave  mo 
pleafure  when  it  informed  me  you  were  detained  in 
Rome ;  which  though  you  will  tell  me  is  a 
circumftance  that  affords  you  none,  yet  I  cannot 
but  lejoice  at  it,  fince  you  affure  me  you  conti¬ 
nue  there  upon  my  account,  anJ  defer  the  recital 
of  your  work  till  my  return  ;  for  which  I  am 
greatly  obliged  to  you.  But  I  was  much  concern¬ 
ed  at  that  part  of  your  letter  which  mentioned 
the  dangerous  illncfs  of  Julius  Valens  ;  though 
indeed,  with  refpect  to  himfelf,  it  ought  to  affffit 
me  with  other  fentiments,  as  it  cannot  but  be 
tor  his  advantage  the  lboncr  he  is  relieved  by 
death,  from  a  diftemper  of  which  there  is  no  hope 
he  can  ever  be  cured.  But  what  you  add  con¬ 
cerning  Avitus,  who  died  in  his  return  from  the 
province  where  he  had  been  quarter,  is  an  acci¬ 
dent  that  jultly  demands  our  furrow.  That  he 
died  on  board  a  Ihip,  at  a  diftance  from  his  bro¬ 
ther  whom  he  tendeily  loved,  and  from  his  mo¬ 
ther  and  fillers,  aiq  circtirr.llances,  which  though 
they  cannot  affedt  him  now,  yet  undoubtedly  did 
in  his  lall  moments,  as  well  as  tend  to  heighten 
the  affliction  of  thole  he  has  left  behind.  How 
levere  is  the  reflcdtion,  that  a  youth  of  his  well- 
formed  difpofition  IhoulJ  be  extindt  in  theprime  of 
life,  and  (hatched  from  thole  high  honours  to  which 
his  virtues,  had  ihey  been  permitted  to  grow  to 
their  full  maturity,  would  certainly  have  railed 
him  !  How  did  his  holbm  glow  with  the  love  of 
'he  fine  arts  1  How  many  books  has  he  perufed  ! 
How  many  volumes  has  he  tranferibed  !  but  the 
Q_  3  fruits 
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fri'.irr  of  hi-:  labour-.  . :c  now  pcrifhed  with  him, 
and  f.-r  ever  UAi  t.i  polh-ricy. — Vet  why  indulg- 
it  y  Err.-w  :•  a  unli  n  which,  it  v.c  once  give  a 
loofe  to  it,  w:!i  r-ugravat-c  every  the  dighicii  eir- 
cumllar.ee.  I  wul  put  an  c  mi  therefore  to  mv 
letter,  that  !  may  to  the  tears  which  yours  ha 
drawn  from  me.  Farewell. 


////?.  X.  Pliny  to  Aktoninvs. 

5  AM  never  more  fenfiblc  of  the  fuperior  excel¬ 
lency  of  your  verfes,  than  when  I  endeavour 
to  imitate  them.  As  the  h  md  of  the  painter  mult 
always  fail,  v. lien  perl ciil  beauty  fits  fur  tire  pie- 
tine  ;  fo  1  labour  to  catch  the  graces  of  my  ori¬ 
ginal,  but  flill  fall  fhort  of  them.  Let  me  con¬ 
jure  you  then  to  continue  tc  iupp'.v  us  with  many 
more  fuch  excellent  models,  which  every  man 
r .  a  ft  wifn  to  imitate,  but  few,  pet  haps  ncr.e, 
yvill  be  able  to  equal.  Farewell. 

Epift.  XI.  Pliny  to  Tr anquillcs. 

IT  is  time  you  fnould  aquit  the  promife  my  ver¬ 
fes  gave  to  our  common  friends,  of  you; 
works.  The  world  is  evc-iy  dav  impatiently  in  ■ 
quiring  after  them,  ana  there  is  feme  danger  of 
your  being  fummoned  in  form  to  give  an  account 
of  your  delay.  I  am  myfclf  a  good  deal  back¬ 
ward  in  pubiifn’mg,  but  you  are  even  flill  fiovvei  ■ 
You  mutt  hatlen  your  hand,  however,  otherwile 
the fe verity  of  my  fatire  m<-y  perhaps  extort  from 
you,  what  the  blandifhrnents  of  my  lbfter  mule 
could  not  obtain.  Your  work  is  already  arrived 
to  that  degree  of  perfection,  that  the  frle  can  on¬ 
ly  weaken,  not  poliih  it.  Allow  me  then  the 
pleafure  of  feeing  your  name  in  the  title-page  of 
a  book,  and  fufFcr  the  works  of  my  dear  Tran- 
quillus  to  be-  recited  and  tranlcribed,  to  be 
bought 
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bought  and  read.  It  is  but  fair,  and  agreeable  to 
our  mutual  fricndfhip,  that  you  fhould  give  me 
in  return  the  lame  plcafure  you  receive  from  me. 
Farewell. 


Epjjl.  XII.  Pliny  to  Fabatus. 

YOur  letter  informs  me  that  you  have  erefled 
a  noble  public  portico,  as  a  memorial  of 
yuuilelf  and  yourfon,  and  that  the  next  day  after 
the  ceremony  of  opening  it,  you  engaged  to  re¬ 
pair  and  beautify  the  gates  of  our  city  at  your 
own  charge  :  thus  it  is  that  you  rife  from  one  a£b 
of  munificence  to  another  !  I  take  part,  believe 
me,  in  eveiv  thing  that  concerns  your  glory; 
which,  from  the  alliance  that  is  between  us,  in 
fome  degree  reJounds  to  mine;  and  am  pleafed 
to  fee  the  memory  of  my  father-in-law  delivered 
down  to  pofteritv  by  fuch  beautiful  ftrudbures.  I 
rejoice  too,  at  the  honour  that  hereby  arifes  to 
our  native  province ;  and  as  every  thing  that 
tends  to  her  advantage  is  highly  agreeable  to  me, 
by  what  hand  fosver  it  may  be  conferred  ;  fo  par¬ 
ticularly  when  it  is  bv  yours.  I  have  only  to  de¬ 
lire  that  heaven  would  continue  to  chcrifh  in  you 
this  generous  frame  of  mind,  and  to  gran:  you 
many  years  in  which  to  exert  it :  for  your  boun¬ 
ty,  I  am  well  perl'uaded,  will  not  terminate  here, 
but  extend  itielr  to  farther  a&s  of  beneficence. 
Generality,  when  once  file  is  let  forward,  knows 
not  how  to  Pop  her  progrefs  ;  as  the  more  fami¬ 
liar  we  are  with  the  lovely  foim,  the  more  ena¬ 
moured  we  grow  of  her  engaging  charms.  Fare¬ 
well  . 


Ep-jl.  XIII.  Pliny  to  Scaukus. 

HAving  thoughts  of  puhlifhing  a  little  fpcech 
which  I  have  com  poled,  I  invited  fome  of 
my 
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my  friends  whofe  judgments  I  revere,  to  attend 
the  recital  of  it ;  though  at  the  fame  time,  that  I 
might  be  more  lecure  of  hearing  the  truth  of 
their  fentiments,  I  (elected  only  a  fmall  number  : 
for  I  have  a  double  view  in  thefe  rehearfals  ;  the 
firft  is,  that  the  zealous  folicitude  of  approving 
myfelf  to  my  audience  may  inflame  my  imagina¬ 
tion  ;  the  next,  that  thole  errors  which  a  par¬ 
tiality  to  myfelf  may  conceal  from  my  own  ob- 
lervation,  be  pointed  out  to  me.  I  lucceeded  in 
my  defign,  and  my  friends  obliged  me  with  their 
fincere  opinions;  as  I  likewile  obferved  mylelf 
|  fame  pafl'ages  which  required  correction.  1  lend 
you  the  piece  therefore  as  1  have  now  altered  it. 
The  occalion  of  it  will  appear  from  the  title,  and 
for  the  reft  I  refer  you  to  the  fpecch  itfelf,  which 
1  hope  you  will  perul'e  lb  carefully,  as  not  to  Hand 
in  need  of  a  preface  to  explain  it.  1  beg  you 
would  ftncerely  tell  me  your  fentiments  of  the 
whole,  and  of  its  fevcral  parts.  I  lhall  be  more 
inclined  to  fupprefs  or  publifn  it,  as  your  judg¬ 
ment  fliall  decide  either  way.  Farewell. 

Epijl.  XIV.  Pliny  to  Valeri  anus. 

YOU  deft  re  me  to  inform  you  (agreeably  * 
to  my  promife)  what  fuceeis  attended  Nepos 
in  his  accufation  of  Tufcilius  Nominatus.  The 
latter  being  brought  before  the  l'enate,  pleaded 
his  own  caufe,  though  indeed  no  body  appeared 
to  fupport  the  accufation.  On  the  contrary,  the 
deputies  from  the  Vicentini  were  fo  far  from  pur- 
luing  their  charge,  that  they  favoured  his  defence. 
The  turn  of  what  he  urged  in  his  own  behail 
was;  “  That  it  was  his  courage  and  not  his  in- 
“  tegrity  had  failed  him;  that  he  fct  out  with  r. 
4‘  delign  of  pleading  the  caufe,  and  actually  came 
“  into  the  fenate  for  that  purpole,  but  being  dil- 
*  See  letter  the  4-th  of  ti.i .  bonk. 

couraged 
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“  couraged  by  his  friends,  he  withdrew  himfelf; 
“  that  they  difluaded  him  from  periifting  to  op- 
“  pofe  (efpecially  in  the  fenate)  the  inclinations 
“  of  a  fcnator,  who  did  not  contend  I'o  much 
“  for  the  fair  itfelf,  as  for  his  own  credit  and  cha- 
“  radicr,  which  he  loc>ktd  upon  as  concerned  in 
“  this  caufe;  that  if  he  did  not  defift,  he  would 
“  fuffLr  greater  indignities  than  in  his  former 
“  pleading.”  (And  there  were  feme,  though  in¬ 
deed  but  a  few,  who  exprefled  high  indignation 
at  his  (peach.)  He  proceeded  to  iinploie  the 
clemency  of  the  fenate  with  tears  in  his  eyes  ;  and 
prudently  endeavoured  thioughout  his  whole 
i'pccch  (as  he  is  a  man  extremely  well  verfed  in 
the  arts  of  oratory)  to  appear  rather  to  fuc  for 
pardon  than  juftice.  Afranius  Dexter,  the  con- 
(ill  elc£l,  was  for  acquitting  him.  The  purport 
of  his  fentiments  was  to  this  effect :  “  That 
“  Nominatus  would  have  a&cd  more  prudently 
“  if  he  had  gone  through  the  caufe  of  the  Vicen- 
“  tini  with  the  fame  rclolution  he  began  it :  how- 
“  ever,  fince  it  did  not  appear  he  had  been  guil- 
“  ty  of  this  neglebt  with  any  fraudulent  defign, 
“  and  that  he  had  not  been  convicted  of  any  thing 
“  which  merited  public  animadverfion,  it  was  his 
“  opinion  he  ought  to  be  acquitted;  but  that  he 
“  fhould  return  to  the  Vicentini  whatever  gra- 
“  tuity  he  had  received  from  them.”  This  mo¬ 
tion  was  approved  by  the  whole  lenate  except 
Flavius  Aper:  his  opinion  was,  that  he  fhould  be 
fufpendid  from  cxercifing  the  profeffion  of  an  ad- 
vocate  for  five  years;  anJ  though  he  could  not 
bring  any  over  to  his  fentiments,  he  refolutely 
pei  filled  in  them  :  he  even  obliged  Dexter,  who 
(poke  firft  on  the  oppofite  fide,  to  take  his  oath 
that  he  thought  his  motion  was  for  the  benefit 
of  the  republic  ;  agreeably  to  a  law  which  he  pro¬ 
duced  concerning  the  aifembling  of  the  fenate. 
But  this,  though  it  was  certainly  legal,  was  op- 
poied 
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pofcd  by  feme,  who  thought  it  a  reflection  upon 
Dexter,  as  if  he  had  been  unduly  influenced  in 
his  fentiments.  But  before  the  votes  of  the  hou'e 
were  collected,  Nigrinu-,  a  tribune  of  the  people, 
read  a  very  elegant  and  fcnftble  remonflranct, 
wherein  he  flrongly  complained,  that  the  pro- 
feilion  of  the  law  was  become  venal,  and  that 
the  advocates  took  rnnncv,  even  to  betray  the 
cau  fe  of  their  clients;  that  they  made  a  fnun.eful 
trade  or  their  function  ;  and  inflcad  of  honour, 
which  was  formerly  their  only  reward,  they  now 
lived  upon  thei’pc  ils  of  their  fellow- cititv.  nr,  from 
whom ‘they  received  large  and  annual  Hilaries. 
He  gave  ;he  fenatu  a  1  urn  (nary  account  of  the 
laws  which  had  been  made  upon  this  i’ubjeCf,  and 
Semin  ded  them  likev.ife  of  their  own  decrees  to 
the  fame  purpofe :  and  he  concluded  with  ohfer- 
ving,  that  fince  both  the  authority  of  the  laws 
and  of  the  fenate  had  been  contemned,  it  was 
highly  neceflary  to  aadiefs  the  emperor,  that  he 
would  be  plcafed  himfelf  to  interpofc,  and  pro¬ 
vide  fotr.e  remedy  to  fo  great  an  evil.  Accor¬ 
dingly,  a  few  days  after,  an  edict  was  publifhed, 
drawn  up  with  a  proper  mixture  of  mildnefs  and 
i<  verity  ;  for  which  1  refer  you  to  the  journals  of 
the  public.  1  cannot  but  congratulate  rr.yfdf 
upon  this  occaflon,  that  in  all  the  caufes  in  which 
I  have  been  concerned,  I  never  made  any  bar¬ 
gain,  or  received  any  fee,  reward,  or  even  pre¬ 
lent  whntioever.  One  ought,  no  doubt,  to  a- 
void  whatever  is  mean  and  unworthy,  not  fo 
much  fcccaule  it  is  illegal,  as  becaufe  it  is  dilho- 
nourable.  But  ftill  there  is  great  fatisfaclion  in 
finding  the  legiflature  levelling  its  prohibitions  a- 
gainft  a  pradbicc,  which  one  never  fuffered  one’s 
ielf  to  fall  into.  The  glory  indeed  of  my  con¬ 
duct  m;ry,  or  rather  melt  certainly  will,  be  con- 
fiderably  eclipled,  when  this  practice  lb, ail  ur.i- 
ver Hilly  prevail  by  ncccffitv,  which  I  always  pur- 
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fued  by  choice.  In  the  mean  time,  however,  I 
enjoy  the  pleafureofmy  friends  jefts,  while  fame 
tell  me  I  certainly  forefawthis  edi<£t ;  and  others, 
that  it  was  particulary  levelled  again  It  my  avarice 
and  rapine  Farwell. 

Ep;jh  XV.  Pliny  to  Pontius. 

I  Was  at  Comum  when  I  heard  that  Cornutus 
Tertullus  was  appointed  furveycr  *  of  the 
^Emilian  way.  This  news  was  inexprefiibly  a- 
"leeable  to  me,  both  upon  his  account  and  my 
own  :  upon  his,  bccanfe  though  ambition  fhould 
be  (as  it  certainly  is)  far  removed  from  his  heart, 
yet  it  cannot  but  be  acceptable  to  him  to  receive 
ib  great  an  honour  without  locking  it;  upon 
mine,  becaiifc  it  heightens  the  fitisfncLtion  which 
rciults  from  my  own  office,  to  fee  a  man  of  io  dif- 
tir.guifhed  a  chart, dder  as  Cornutus  railed  to  one 
of  the  fame  f  nature;  for  to  be  placed  in  the 

*  This  was  an  office  of  great  dignity  among  the 
Romans,  and  ufually  conferred  upon  thofe  who  had 
been  confu's.  Thus  Cxfar  is  mentioned  by  Plutarch 
as  Purveyor  of  the  Appian  way.  Thefc  reals  ex¬ 
tended  to  a  great  di fiance  from  the  city  on  all  fidcs, 
the  moll  noble  of  which  was  the  Appian  computed 
to  reach  three  hundered  and  fifty  miles.  Mr  VV right 
in  Ills  travels,  fpeaking  of  this  road,  obferves,  that 
“  though  it  be  much  broken  in  fe.eial  places,  and 
“  travelling  over  it  very  bad,  in  other.;  it  is  wonder- 
"  fully  well  prefer ved,  notwithstanding  it  be  ccni- 
puted  near  two  thou/and  years  olil.  They  are 
paved  with  fuch  hard  Hones,  that  they  are  rather 
"  poliihed  than  worn,  and  fo  -.tell  joined,  ;  ..  i:v 
■'  tome  places  the  whole  breadtri  of  the  way  .ec:nr 
■'  one  entire  piece.” 

+  It  appears  by  iome  ancient  inferipte  ns  ftii!  re¬ 
maining,  that  Pliny  was  Purveyor  of  the  r  .  cr  Tiber 
and  its  banks,  to  which  office  it  is  probable  he  here 
alludes. 
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fame  rank  with  the  good,  is  a  pleafure  equal  to 
being  honoured  with  the  higheft  dignities.  And 
where  indeed  is  the  man  who  exceeds  L’ornutus 
in  worth  and  virtue?  or  whofe  conduct  is  a  more 
cxprels  model  of  ancient  manners  ?  In  this  1  do 
■not  found  my  judgment  upon  fame,  which  how¬ 
ever,  with  great  juflicc,  fpeaks  of  him  in  the 
higheft  terms  ;  but  upon  long  and  frequent  ex¬ 
perience.  XV c  have  ever  been  joined  in  the  fame 
friendfhips  with  the  moft  Ihining  characters  in 
both  fexes  which  this  age  has  produced  :  an  union 
that  cemented  us  in  the  drifted  intimacy.  To 
thefe  private  ties  were  added  thole  of  a  more 
public  nature  :  he  was,  you  know,  my  colleague 
in  the  treafury,  as  well  as  the  confullhip.  Thefe 
were  opportunities  of  gaining  a  thorough  know¬ 
ledge  of  his  uncommon  virtues  ;  when  1  followed 
him  as  a  guide,  and  revered  him  as  a  parent ;  and 
that  not  lb  much  upon  account  of  his  age,  as  his 
merit.  I  rejoice  therefore  no  lefs  for  my  own 
fake  than  his  ;  and  I  do  fo  upon  a  public  as  well 
as  private  confideration,  ftnee  virtue  is  now  nu 
longer,  as  formerly,  expofed  to  the  moft  cruel 
dangers,  but  advanced  to  the  nobleft  dignities. 
But  if  I  were  to  indulge  the  joyous  fentiments  I 
feel  upon  this  occafion,  I  Ihould  never  have  fi- 
nilh.-d  my  letter.  Let  me  turn  then  to  an  account 
of  what  I  was  doing  when  your  mefienger  arrived. 
He  found  me  with  my  wife’s  grandfather  and 
aunt,  together  with  feveral  other  friends,  whole 
company  L  had  not  enjoyed  for  a  confiderable 
time  :  I  was  traverfing  my  grounds,  hearing  the 
complaints  of  the  farmers,  running  over  their  te¬ 
dious  accounts,  and  had  before  me  papers  and 
letters  far  different  from  thofe  to  which  my  in¬ 
clination  early  devoted  me:  in  a  word,  1  was 
preparing  to  return  to  Rome.  For  I  have  obtain¬ 
ed  but  a  fhort  leave  of  ablence  ;  and  indeed  the 
news  of  this  office  being  conferred  on  Cornutus, 
reminds 
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reminds  me  to  haften  to  the  duries  of  my  own. 
1  hope  your  favourite  Campania  vvi'l  reftgn  you 
about  the  fame  time,  f>  that  when  I  return  to 
Rome,  not  a  day  may  be  loft  to  our  Hcnuly  in- 
tcrcou.'le.  Farewell- 

XVI.  Pliny  to  Marcellinus. 

IWiite  this  to  you  under  the  utmoft  oppref- 
fiOn  of  furrow  :  the  yoangeft  daughter  of  my 
friend  Fund.rius  is  dead  !  Never  f.ire'y  was  there 
a  more  agreeable  and  amiable  young  perfo.n,  or 
one  who  better  defcrvel  to  have  enjoyed  a  long, 
1  had  aim  oft  laid,  an  immo-tal  life  !  !he  was  fca.-co 
f  jurtccn,  and  jet  h  id  all  the  wifdom  of  age,  and 
tiif.re  ion  of  amatron,  joined  with  youthful  fweet- 
nefs  and  virgin  nioj.  fty.  With  wh  it  an  engaging 
fon  Inefs  did  fhe  behiveto  her  father  !  how  Ton  ify 
and  rcl'pciftfully  receive  his  friends  !  howaTe:- 
ti  m  ix*  y  treat  all  thofe  who,  in  their  r.lbeed i . 
o£fic:s,  had  the  care  and  education  of  her  !  bhr 
employed  mj.  h  of  her  time  in  reading,  in  which 
Ihe  difcovcreJ  great  ftrength  ci  ju  Ig.mcnt ;  fie 
indulged  heifelf  in  few  diverfior.s,  and  thofe 
vi:h  much  caution.  Vfih  wliat  forbearance, 
with  what  pitience,  with  whitcouraje  did  fba 
endure  her  hilt  illncis  !  She  comp'iej  with  all  the 
directions  of  her  phyfieians  ;  fhe  encouraged  h  r 
fifter,  and  her  father;  and  when  all  her  ftrength 
of  body  was  exhaufted,  fupported  herfelr  by  the 
fingle  vigour  of  her  mind.  That,  indeed,  con¬ 
tinued  even  to  her  left  moments,  unbroken  by 
the  pain  of  a  long  illnefs,  or  the  terrors  of  ap¬ 
proaching  death  ;  and  it  is  a  reflexion  w'i  eh 
makes  the  lofs  of  her  fo  much  the  more  to  be  la¬ 
mented.  Aloft  infinitely  fevere  !  and  more  fe- 
vere  by  the  particular  conjuncture  in  which  it 
happened  !  She  was  contracted  to  a  moft  worthy 
youth ;  the  wedding  day  was  fixed,  and  we  were 
Vol.  I.  R  a;i 
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; .11  invited.  How  kid  a  change  from  the  higheft 
ioy,  to  the  deep  .ft  Ibrrow  !  how  (hall  I  expref. 
the  wound  that  p’e’ced  mv  heart,  when  I  he  ml 
Eund.inus  hhrdclf  (as  grief  i,  ever  finding  out 
t  ircumftanccs  to  ageuvivure  its  afihclion)  order- 
intr  the  mom  y  he  h.id  d.figned  to  lay  out  upon 
cloiths  and  jewels  for  her  marriage,  to  he  em¬ 
ployed  in  nyrih  and  (pices  fur  her  tuner. 1:  He 
is  a  man  of  great  learning  and  good  fen  ft?,  who 
has  applied  hi  ml'- if,  from  his  carlieft  vouth,  to 
the  nobler  and  moll  elevated  ftudks  ;  h a t  ail  the 
m  arums  of  fortitude  which  he  has  received  from 
books,  or  advanced  hirnll if,  he  now  abiblutcly 

place  to  all  j  parent's  tendern-eO.  You  will  exeut'e, 

•  ou  \\  :1  even  approve  his  Ibrrow,  when  you 
ci.nliJcr  what  he  has  l  ift.  He  has  loft  a  daugh¬ 
ter  who  retLmbl.’J  him  in  his  manners,  as  well 
0.3  his  ptil'.r,  and  r\  telly  ct'pied  out  ail  her  fa¬ 
ther.  If  y*vj  tli v.ll  think  proper  to  v.  rite  to  him 
noon  the  faly  at  r.f  f  >  realhnable  a  grief,  lac  me 
it  mind  you  i.ot  to  ide  the  rougher  arguments  of 
eoni'dation,  aiui  f.ch  as  feem  to  carry  a  fort  of 
repioof  with  them,  but  ilvfe  cf  kind  and  fyrn- 
pathifityg  lumr.it. iy.  'I  ime  will  render  him 
more  open  to  the  dictates  of  rcafon  :  for  as  a 
f relit  wound  (brinks  back  from  the  hand  of  the 
lurgeon,  but  by  degrees  i’.ilm.ks  to,  and  even  re¬ 
quires  the  means  ot  its  euro  ;  fo  a  mind  under 
the  firft  impreflions  of  a  misf  irtunc  lit u ns  ani 
rejects  all  arguments  of  cnr.foljtion,  but-  a* 
length,  if  applied  with  tendernefs,  calmly  and 
willingly  aequiefees  in  them.  Farewe.l. 

L'.ijl.  XVII.  PilN'Y  to  Spurikna. 

KNo  vint,  as  I  do,  how  much  you  admire 
the  p-.litc  a  ts,  and  what  fatisfa&ion  you 
taste  in  f.einc  men  of  cuility  puii’ie  the 
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Heps  of  their  anceftors,  1  feize  this  earlicft  op¬ 
portunity  of  informing  you,  that  I  went  to-d;  y 
to  hear  Calpurnius  Pil'o  read  a  poem  he  has  coin- 
poled  upon  a  very  bright  and  learned  iubjocl, 
entitled  toe  C'ynjlcllatior.i.  Mis  n  umbeis,  which 
weie  elegiac,  were  loft,  Eotviiig,  and  cui\ ,  at  the 
lame  time  that  they  had  ell  the  luldin.iiy  iui..:’o!e 
to  fuch  a  noble  topic.  He  varied  his  if  tie  .io.ii 
the  lofty  to  the  fimple,  front  tiu  cloli;  u>  the  co, 
pious,  irom  the  grave  m  the  florid,  wita  equal 

iremcly  heightened  did  iccommemfed  hi  a  1110. t 
harmonious  voice  ;  which  a  very  Lecou.iftjg  rm  - 
delly  rendeied  Hill  more  pie-ding.  A  epiiU-liou 
and  concern  in  the  countenance  of  a  fpcaker 
throws  a  grace  upon  all  he  utteis;  lor  there  is  a 
certain  decent  timidity  which,  1  know  not  how, 
is  infinitely  more  engaging  than  the  allured  and 
lelf-fufficient  air  of  confidence,  i  might  mention 
ieveral  other  circumftanocs  to  his  advantage, 
which  I  am  the  mors  inclined  to  fake  notice  of, 
as  they  are  moll  linking  in  a  pcil'n  of  his  age, 
and  moft  uncommon  in  a  youth  of  ids  quality  : 
but  not  to  enter  into  a  farther  detail  rf  In,  imui:, 
I  will  only  tell  you,  that  when  ha  had  finiflud 
his  poem,  i  embraced  him  with  the  utmoll  com¬ 
placency;  and  being  perfuaded  that  nothing  is  a 
greater  encouragement  than  applaulc,  1  exhorted 
him  to  perfeverc  in  the  paths  he  had  entcied,  and 
to  fhine  out  to  pofbrity  vvith  the  lame  glorious 
luff  re,  which  lcfiedtcd  from  his  uncciiors  to  hiui- 
felf.  I  congratulated  his  excellent  mother,  and 
his  brother,  who  gained  as  much  honour  by  the 
generous  affection  he  dilcovercd  upon  this  occa- 
hon  as  Calpurnius  did  by  his  eloquence;  fo  re¬ 
markable  a  concern  he  lliotved  for  him  when  lie 
began  to  recite  his  poem,  and  fo  much  pleufurc  in 
his  fuccels.  May  the  gods  grant  me  fiequenc 
occafipns  of  giving  vou  accounts  of  this  nature  ! 

R  2  for 
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fir  I  have  .1  partiality  to  the  age  in  which  I 
iive,  and  fhot-ii  rejoice  to  find  it  not  barren  or 
n  trlt.  To  this  end,  I  ardently  vvifh  our  young 
i  'cn  cf  quality  would  not  derive  all  their  glory 
f:«in  the  in  ages  cf  their  ar.ccllcrs.  As  for  thole 
v.  hah  are  {laced  in  the  heufe  of  the  fit  excellent 
cut  hr,  I  i.ov.  figure  them  to  nyltlf  as  ultra! 


Epijt.  XVIir.  Pliny  to  Maces. 

ALL  is  well  with  rr.e,  fince  it  is  fo  with  you. 

You  ate  happy,  I  find,  in  the  ccmpany  of 
yem  wife  and  ion  ;  and  are  enjoying  the  pUafurcs 
of  the  fea,  the  frefhncfs  of  the  fountains,  the  ver¬ 
dure  of  the  fields,  and  the  elegancies  of  a  moil 
agreeable  villa  :  for  ib  I  judge  it  to  be,  fince  he 
who  was  moil  happy  ere  ioitur.c  had  raifed  him 
to  what  is  generally  eileemed  thehigheft  point  of 
human  felicity,  chofe  it  for  the  place  of  his  retire¬ 
ment.  As  for  myfelf,  I  am  employed  at  my  Tuf- 
ean  villa  in  hunting  ar.J  fiudying,  forretiines  al¬ 
ternately,  and  forr.ctiir.es  both  together  ;  but  I 
rm  r.ot  yet  able  tc  dettitr.ine  in  which  puri'uit  it 
is  moil  difficult  tofccceed.  Farewell. 

£pj>.Z< IX.  Pliny  to  Paulinus. 

A  S  I  k  r.r  w  thr  humanity  with  which  \  on  treat 
your  own  ilsvr.nts,  I  do  net  fc;  up  le  to  con- 
fsfs  to  you  tlte  induce,  ce  I  ib.ew  to  mire.  I  have 
tver  in  my  mind  Ilcrrer’s  character  of  UlyiFcs, 
JJ-io  titl'd  lls  fciplc  z.itb  a  fuller s  lore  : 

And  the  very  expreflion  in  cur  language  for  the 
head  cf  a  family,  fiugg,  fls  the  rule  of  one’s  conduct 
towards 
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towards  it.  But  were  I  naturally  of  a  rough  and 
hardened  call:  of  temper,  the  ill  Hate  of  health  of 
iny  freedman  Zofitnus  (who  has  the  llronger 
cluim  to  a  humane  treatment  a:  my  hands,  as  he 
now  Hands  much  in  need  of  it)  would  be  fufiicient 
to  foften  me.  He  is  a  perfon  of  greit  worth,  di¬ 
ligent  in  his  lervices,  and  well  flcilled  in  litera¬ 
ture;  but  his  chief  talent,  and  indeed  his  profef- 
fion,  is  that  of  a  comedian,  wherein  he  highly 
excells.  He  fpeaks  with  great  tmphalis,  judgment, 
propriety,  and  gracefulnefs  :  he  has  a  very  good 
hand  too  upon  the  lyre,  which  he  undeillmds 
better  than  is  neccifary  for  one  of  his  proi'eflicn. 
'i'o  this  i  mull  aJd,  he  leads  hiiloiy,  orate, rt , 
and  poetry,  as  well  as  if  he  had  l'lngly  applied 
himielf  to  that  art.  I  am  the  more  particular  in 
enumerating  his  qualifications,  to  let  you  fee  how 
many  agreeable  lervices  I  receive  from  him.  lie 
is  indeed  endeared  to  me  hy  the  ties  of  a  long af- 
kotion,  which  Hems  to  be  heightened  by  the  dan¬ 
ger  he  is  now  in.  For  nature  has  fa  formed  our 
hearts,  that  nothing  contributes  more  to  raife  and 
enflame  our  inclination  for  any  enjoyment,  than 
the  apprehenfion  of  being  deprived  of  it :  a  lenci- 
ment  which  Zofimus  has  given  n.e  occafion.  to 
experience  more  than  once.  Some  years  ago  he 
firained  himielf  lb  much  by  too  vehement  an  ex¬ 
ertion  of  his  voice,  that  he  fpit  blood,  upon 
which  account  I  lent  him  into  Egypt;  from 
whence,  after  a  long  ab fence,  he  lately  returned 
with  great  benefit  to  his  health.  But  having  a- 
gain  exerted  himfeif  for  fevera!  days  together  i  c- 
yorid  his  llrength,  he  was  reminded  of  his  for¬ 
mer  malady  by  a  flight  return  of  his  cough,  and 
a  fpitting  of  blood.  For  this  reaibn  1  intend  .to 
fend  him  to  your  farm  at  Forum-Julii,  having 
frequently  heard  you  mention  it  as  an  exceeding 
line  air,  and  recommend  the  milk  of  that  place  as 
•  ,'rv  good  in  disorders  of  this  nature.  1  beg  you 
R.  3  would 


if >8  The  EPISTLES  Book  V. 

would  give  d':-*iftir>ns  to  your  peop’c  to  receive 
him  into  v'-ur  houie,  and  to  iupply  him  with 
what  he  fhall  have  occafion  for  :  which  will  not 
be  much,  for  he  is  fo  temperate  as  not  only  to  ab- 
ftain  from  delicacies,  but  even  to  deny  himfelf 
the  neceflaries  his  ill  Urate  of  health  requires.  I 
lhall  furni'n  him  towards  his  journey  with  what 
will  be  fufficient  for  one  of  his  abftemious  turn, 
■who  is  coming  under  your  roof.  Farewell. 

Epiji.  XX.  Pliny  to  Ursus. 

SOon  after  the  Bithynians  had  gone  through 
with  their  profecution  of  Julius  Bafl'us,  they 
aifo  impeached  their  late  governor  Rufus  Vare- 
nus  ;  who  was  but  juft  before  (and  that  too  at 
their  own  requeft)  appointed  counfel  for  them  a- 
gainft  Baffus.  Being  introduced  into  the  fenate, 
they  petitioned,  that  an  inquiry  might  be  made 
into  his  conduct.  Varcnus,  on  the  other  hand, 
begged  all  proceedings  might  be  flayed  till  he 
could  fend  for  the  witnefles  neceflary  to  his  de¬ 
fence  ;  but  this  being  oppofed  by  the  Bithynians, 
that  point  was  debated.  I  was  counftl  (and  no 
unfuccefsful  one)  for  Vatenus;  but  whether  a 
good  one  or  not,  you  will  judge  when  you  read 
iny  fpeech.  Fortune  has  a  very  confiderable  tfhare 
in  the  event  of  every  caufe:  the  quicknefs,  the 
voice,  the  manner  oi  the  advocate,  even  the  cir- 
cumftance  of  time  itfelf;  in  a  word,  the  general 
diipofition  of  the  lenate,  as  it  is  either  favourable 
c-r  adverfe  to  the  accuied,  all  confpire  to  influ¬ 
ence  the  luccefs.  But  when  a  fpcech  is  read  in 
the  clofet,  it  is  ftripped  of  all  thefe  external  cir- 
cumftances,  and  has  nothing  to  fear  or  hope  from 
favour  or  prejudice,  from  lucky  or  unlucky  acci¬ 
dents.  Fonteius  Magius,  one  of  the  Bithynians, 
replied  to  me  with  great  pomp  of  words,  and  lit¬ 
tle  to  the  purpofe  ;  a  charadter  applicable  to  ma¬ 
ny 
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ny  of  the  Greek  orators,  as  well  as  to  himfelf. 
They  miftake  volubility  for  copioufncfs,  and  thus 
overwhelm  vou  with  anendlefs  torrent  of  cold  and 
unaffecling  periods.  Julius  Candidus  uled,  not 
improperly,  to  fay,  that  eloquence  is  cne  thing ,  and 
loquacity  another.  Eloquence  indeed  is  the  privilege 
of  very  few;  nay,  if  we  will  believe  Marcus  An- 
tonius,  of  none  :  but  that  faculty  which  Candidus 
calls  loquacity,  is  common  to  numbers,  and  the 
talent  which  generally  attends  impudence.  The 
next  day  Homulus  fpoke  for  Varenus  with  great 
art,  ftrength,  and  elegance;  to  whom  Nigrinus 
made  a  very  dole,  folid,  and  graceful  reply.  It 
was  the  opinion  of  Acilius  Rufus,  the  conful  e- 
lc£l,  that  the  Bithynians  Ihould  be  permitted  to 
lodge  their  information;  but  he  took  no  notice 
of  the  petition  of  Varenus  ;  which  was  only  an¬ 
other  way  of  putting  his  negative  upon  it.  Cor¬ 
nelius  Prifcus,  formerly  conful,  declared  that 
he  thought  the  requeft  of  both  parties  fhould 
be  granted  :  and  his  opinion  prevailed.  Thus 
we  gained  our  point;  and  though  we  had  not 
the  authority  either  of  law  or  ufage  on  our 
lide,  yet  certainly  the  thing  we  infilled  upon  was 
extremely  equitable.  But  I  will  not  in  this 
place  give  you  my  reafons  for  thinking  fo,  that 
you  may  with  more  impatience  turn  to  my 
ipcech.  For  if  it  is  true,  as  Homer  lings,  that 

- Novel  lays  attraSl  our  ravijh'd  errs  ; 

But  olcl ,  the  mind  with  inattention  hears  : 

I  mull  not  fuller  the  intemperate  loquacity  6f  my 
letter  to  defpoil  my  fpeech  of  its  principal  flower, 
by  robbing  it  of  that  novelty  which  is  indeed  its 
chief  recommendation.  Farewell. 
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Epiji.  XXI.  Pliny  to  Rufus. 

I  Went  into  the  Julian  court  to  attend  a  caufc 
in  which  at  the  next  fitting  I  was  to  reply. 
The  judges  had  taken  their  leats,  the  decemviri 
were  arrived,  the  eyes  of  the  audience  were  fixed 
upon  the  counfel,  and  all  was  hufhed  in  fiience 
and  expectation,  when  an  order  arrived  from  the 
j.rsetor,  that  the  court  fhould  be  adjourned  :  an 
accident  extremely  agreeable  to  me,  who  am 
never  l'o  well  prepared,  but  that  1  am  glad  of 
gaining  farther  time.  The  occafion  of  the  court’s 
rifi.ig  thus  abruptly,  was  an  edict  ot'Nepos,  the 
praetor  for  criminal  caufes,  wherein  he  direCted 
all  perfons  concerned  as  plaintiffs  or  defendants 
in  any  caufe  before  him,  to  take  notice,  that  he 
defigned  ItriCtly  to  put  in  force  the  decree  of  the 
fenate  annexed  to  his  ediCt.  Which  decree  was 
exprefied  in  the  following  words  :  All  pfrsons 

WHATSOEVER,  WHO  HAVE  ANY  LAW-SUITS 
DEPENDING,  ARE  HEREBY  RECJUIRED  AND 
COMMANDED,  BEFORE  ANY  PROCEEDINGS  BE 
HAD  THEREON,  TO  TAKE  AN  OATH  THAT 
THEY  HAVE  NOT  GIVEN,  PROMISED,  OR  EN¬ 
GAGED  TO  GIVE  ANY  FEE  OR  REWARD  TO 
AN  V  ADVOCATE  UPON  ACCOUNT  OF  HIS  UN¬ 
DERTAKING  their  cause.  In  thcl'e  terms, 
and  many  others  equally  full  and  exprefs,  the 
lawyers  were  prohibited  to  make  their  profeflion 
venal.  However,  after  the  caufe  is  decided,  they 
are  permitted  to  accept  a  g'atuity  of  ten  thou- 
fanl  leiccrces.  The  prartor  for  civil  caufe:;  being 
alarmed  at  this  unexpected  order  of  Ncpo:, 
gave  us  this  holvday  in  order  to  take  time  to 
cor.flder  whether  he  fhould  follow  the  example. 
In  the  mean  while  the  town  is  much  divided  in 
its  ie  mi  me  ms  of  this  edict,  fome  extremely  ap¬ 
proving,  and  others  as  much  condemning  ir. 
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We  have  got  then  at  laji  (fay  the  latter  with  a 
fneer)  a  redrejfor  of  cbufcs.  But  pray  was  there 
never  a  prtetor  before  this  man?  wkat  then  is  he  who 
thus  forwardly  Jets  up  for  a  reformer?  Others,  on 
the  contrary,  fay,  that  he  has  taken  a  very  proper 
ftep  upon  entering  into  his  office;  that  he  has 
paid  i  bedience  to  the  laws;  cor.fidercd  the  de¬ 
crees  if  the  fenate,  reprelfed  a  melt  indecent 
traffic,  and  will  not  fuffer  the  moil:  honourable  of 
all  profeffions  to  be  dc baled  into  a  fijrdid  com- 
tr.etce  of  lucre.  Thcfe  are  the  re  fled;  ions  which 
are  univerially  thrown  out  upon  this  occauon  ; 
but  which  fide  fha'.l  be  thought  to  judge  molt 
lightly,  the  event  alone  will  determine.  It  is 
the  ufual  method  <  f  the  world,  (though  a  very 
unequitable  rule  of  eftimation,  to  pronounce  an 
adtion  to  be  either  right  or  w'rong,  as  it  is  at¬ 
tended  with  good  or  ill  fuccefs  ;  in  conilquencc 
of  which  you  fliall  hear  the  very  fame  conduct 
attributed  to  zeal  or  folly,  to  liberty  or  licentiouf- 
nefs.  Farewell. 


BOOK  VI. 

Epijl.l .  Pliny  to  Typ.< 

I  Was  lefs  fenfible  of  your  abfence,  while  you 
were  in  the  country  of  the  Piceni,  and  i  on 
the  other  fide  the  Po,  than  I  find  myftlr 
now  that  I  am  returned  to  Rome.  Whether  it 
be  that  the  feene  where  we  ufed  to  afiociate,  na¬ 
turally  excites  a  mere  paffionate  remembrance  of 
>  ou  ;  or  that  the  Ida  diftant  we  are  from  a  trienJ, 
the  more  impatient  we  grow  under  the  repara¬ 
tion,  (our  dtfires  for  a  favuuiite  objedf  rifing  in 
proportion  to  our  nearer  approach  towards  it),  I 
know  not.  But  upon  whatever  principle  this  dif¬ 
ference  is  to  be  accounted  for,  remove  the  unca- 
ftnela 


zoz 


The  EPISTLES  Book  VI. 
fine fs  of  it,  I  entreat  you,  by  haftening  hither  : 
othei  wife  1  iha.ll  return  again  into  the  country 
(which  I  now  regret  having  left  lb  loon),  were  it 
only  to  make  the  experiment  whether,  when  you 
fhall  not  finJ  meat  Rome,  you  will  fenii  the  firm- 
friendly  comp’.aiiits  after  me.  Farewell. 

F.p\jl.  II.  Pliny  to  Arriancs. 

TWill  not  fay  I  regret  the  h  ft  of  Regal-.-. 

but  I  I  lometiines  mils  him  at  the 

bar.  The  man,  it  mull  be  owned,  highly  ho¬ 
noured  eloquence,  and  was  labor i-.tifly  folicitfc.is 
in  hi:,  endeavours  to  attain  it.  Though  he  could 
never  indeed  leave  off  the  ridicules  tullom  of 
anointing  his  right  or  left  eye,  anJ  wealing  a 
-white  patch  over  one  fiJe  or  the  other  of  his  fore¬ 
head,  as  he  was  to  plead  either  for  the  plaintiff 
or  defendant ;  though  he  always,  with  a  moft  fool- 
ifh  fuperfiition,  ccnfulted  the  fcothfayers  upon 
the  event  of  every  caufe  in  which  he  was  concern¬ 
ed  ;  Hill,  all  the  abfurdity  proceeded  from  that 
high  veneration  he  paid  to  eloquence.  And  it 
was  of  Angular  advantage  to  be  concerned  in  the 
fame  caufe  with  him,  as  he  always  obtained  full 
indulgence  in  point  of  time,  and  never  failed  to 
procure  an  audience ;  for  what  could  be  mere 
convenient  than,  under  the  protedlion  of  a  liber¬ 
ty  which  vou  did  not  afk  ycutfelf,  and  before  an 
audience  which  you  had  not  the  trouble  of  collect - 
ing,  to  harangue  at  your  eafe,  and  as  long  as  you 
thought  proptr  ?  Neverthelefs  Rcgulus  did  well 
to  depart  this  life,  though  indeed  he  would  have 
done  much  better  had  he  made  his  exit  fooner  ; 
fince  he  might  now  have  lived  without  any  dan¬ 
ger  to  the  public,  in  the  reign  of  a  prince  under 
whom  he  would  have  had  no  opportunity  of  com-: 
palling  his  pernicious  purpoles.  I  need  not 
fcrupls  therefore,  I  think,  to  fay  I  fometimes 
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mils  him  :  for,  fincc  his  death,  the  cuftom  has  pre¬ 
vailed  of  not  allowing,  nor  indeed  of  afking  more 
than  an  hour  or  two  to  plead  in,  and  fomotimes 
not  above  half  that  time.  The  truth  is,  our  ad¬ 
vocates  take  more  p'eafure  in  finifhing  a  came, 
than  in  defending  it  ;  and  our  judges  had  rather 
rile  from  the  bench  than  fit  upon  it :  fuch  is  their 
indolence,  and  fuch  their  dii'regard  to  the  honour 
of  eloquence  and  the  intermit  of  juftice  !  But  are 
we  wiier  than  our  anccflors  ?  are  we  more  equi¬ 
table  than  the  laws,  which  grant  fo  many  hours, 
and  days,  and  adjournments  to  acaufe?  were  our 
forefathers  flow  of  apprehenfion,  and  dull  be¬ 
yond  meafure  ?  and  are  we  more  clear  in  our  elo¬ 


quence,  more  quiuc  in  our  conceptions,  or  iiK.re 
Icrunulous  in  our  dcciiions,  bccaufc  we  hurry 
over  our  caules  in  fewer  hours  than  they  took  days 
to  confiJer  of  them  r  What  a  reproacli  is  ir,  Ile- 
guius,  tnatnone  could  refute  to  thy  vain  glorious 
I  >U Jc.itions,  v.’lvu  few  wili  yield  even  to  ihe  duty 


vf  t.ieir  office  !  As  for  myfelf,  whenever  I  fit  upon 
the  bencli,  (which  is  much  oitener  than  I  appear 
at  the  bar),  f  always  give  the  advocates  as  much 
time  r.s  they  require:  for  I  look  upon  it  as  highly 
prduming,  to  pretend  to  guds  before  a  cauTe  is 
heard,  what  time  it  will  require,  and  to  fet  limits 
to  an  affair  before  one  is  acquainted  with  its  ex¬ 
tent  ;  efpecially  as  the  firft  and  moft  facred  duty  of 
:i  judge  is  patience,  which  indeed  is  itfclf  a  very 
vonfiderable  part  of  juftice.  But  this,  it  is  object- 
id,  would  give  an  opening  to  much  impertinent 
tuperfluity  :  I  grant  it  may  ;  yet  is  it  not  better 
f  1  hear  too  much,  than  n  it  to  hear  enough  ?  Be- 


fides,  how  fliall  you  know  that  what  an  advocate 
has  farther  to  offer  will  te  fuperfluous,  till  you 
have  heard  him  ?  But  this,  and  many  other 
public  abufes,  will  be  beft  referved  co  a  conver- 
Ution  when  we  meet;  for  1  know  your  affection 
to  the  commonwealth  inclines  vou  to  with,  that 
Lmc 
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fome  means  might  be  found  out  to  check  at  leaf! 
thofe  grievances,  which  would  now  be  very  dif¬ 
ficult  "abfolutely  to  remove.  —  But  to  turn  to  af¬ 
fairs  of  private  concern  :  I  hope  all  goes  well  in 
your  family;  mine  remains  in  its  ufual  fituation. 
The  good  which  I  enjoy  grows  more  acceptable 
to  me  by  its  continuance ;  as  habit  renders  me 
l.-fs  fenfiblc  of  the  evils  1  fuffer.  Farewell. 

Epiji.  HI.  Pliny  to  Verus. 

I  Return  you  thanks,  that  you  have  undertaken 
to  improve  that  little  farm  I  gave  to  my  nurfe. 
It  was  worth,  when  I  made  her  a  prefent  of  it,  an 
hundred  thoufund  iefterccs,  but  the  crops  having 
fince  failed,  it  has  funk  in  its  value:  however,  it 
will  thrive  again,  I  doubt  n  it,  under  your  good 
management.  But  what  I  recommend  to  your 
attention,  is  not  lb  much  the  land  itfelf,  (which 
yet  1  by  no  means  exetpt),  as  the  intereft  of  my 
particular  benefaction  ;  for  it  is  not  more  her  con¬ 
cern  than  mine,  to  render  it  as  advantageous  as 
poflifcle.  Farewell. 

Ep-Jt.W.  Pliny  to  Calfhurkia  *. 

BUfinefs  was  never  more  difagreeable  to  me, 
than  when  it  prevented  me  not  only  from 
attending,  but  following  you  into  f  Campania. 
As  at  all  times,  fo  particularly  now,  I  wifh  to  be 
with  you,  that  I  may  be  a  wituefs  what  progrefs 

*  ’  wife. 

f  'Vuere  Fabatus,  Calphurnia’s  grandfather,  had 
u,  villa.  This  delightfui  country  is  celebrated  by  al- 
moft  every  clafiic  author,  and  every  modern  traveller, 
for  the  fertility  of  its  foil,  the  beauty  of  its  landfcape, 
and  temperature  ofits  air.  Nit'il  mollius  cento,  fays  Flo¬ 
ras,  nihil  uberius  jo'f,  aenique  bis  Jtvribus  <vcrnat. 
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you  make  in  your  flrength  and  recovery,  and 
how  the  tranquillity,  the  amufements,  and  pier,  tv 
of  that  charming  country  agree  with  you.  Were 
you  in  perfett  health,  yet  I  could  ill  fuppor: 
your  abfence ;  for  even  a  moment’s  uncertainty 
of  the  welfare  of  thofe  we  tenderly  love,  is  a 
{ituation  of  mind  infinitely  painful  :  but  now  your 
jicknefs  confpircs  with  your  abfence  to  p;rrle\' 
me  with  a  thouiand  dilquietudes.  I  fear  e.  cry 
thing  that  can  befal  you,  and,  as  is  ulhal  with 
all  under  the  l'arr.e  terrifying  appi ehem'iou,  1'u- 
j’pedt  moft,  what  I  mud  dread.  Lei  me  cunjute 
vou  then  to  prevent  my  folicitude  bv  wiiting  to 
me  every  day,  and  cvvn  twite  a-U.  :  1  ib.dl  hr 
more  eafy,  at  I.-alt  while  I  am  rc  tiling  jour  lec- 
rers  ;  though  all  my  apprJier.linns  will  again  re¬ 
turn  upon  me  the  moment  I  have  p.-ruLJ  them. 
Farewell. 

Eli-:.  V.  Pliny  to  Vx-vs. 

{Informed  you  before  before  that  Varcnus 
obtained  leave  of  the  f'-nate  to  fend  for  his 
wirndles.  This  was  thought  by  many'  ex¬ 
tremely  equitable,  though  fome  others,  with 
much  obftinacy,  maintained  the  contrary;  parti¬ 
cularly  Licinius  Nepos,  who  at  the  following  af- 
i'smbly  of  the  fenate,  when  the  heufe  was  going 
upon  other  bufinefs,  r  'tuned  this  affair  which 
had  been  fettled,  and  made  a  long  fpeech  upon 
the  laid  decree.  And  he  concluded  with  moving, 
that  tile  confuls  might  be  deftred  to  put  the  que- 
ftion,  whether  it  was  the  finfe  of  the  fenate,  that 
as  in  profeeutions  upon  the  law  concerning 
bribery  and  corruption,  fo  in  that  relating  to  ex¬ 
tortion,  3  cl auie  fhould  be  added  impoweriug 
the  defendant,  as  -.ell  as  the  informer,  to  lam- 
man  and  examine  witnefles.  This  fpeech  was 
*  Book  5.  let.  zo. 


VoJL.  I. 


looked 
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has  many  competitors,  u:i:l  I  'ire  of  them  of 
great  worth  5  up  ;n  which  account,  as  hi-.:  fjc- 
i.vfs  will  be  mote  glorinti.-,  lb  it  v.  »1‘:  be  more 
difficult.  1  ar,!  much  tliviu.il  between  here  ...d 
b  ar  ;  ami  the  aiixi.:tv  l  fed  upon  t.'.i:,  oee.n.o,,  is 
lb  great,  that  i  rl.noil  fm.-ec  1  have  been  cun  fiat, 
and  fancy  I  have  the  win. le  held  01  dmm.ici 

N./f",  in  tcluntVor  hit  Cr.s  ail'w.i  n  to  nm 
The  i’.i jii.lliiip  which  1  have  Ibr  him  diJ  hoc,  ic 
is  true,  deLend  to  him  by  i  .!.<•: i  ante,  (  his 
lather  and  1  v.vre  at  too  gr.rit<  a  difi.mte  in  point 

yet  from  my  c.triull  y  tub  1  v«_s  taueht  to  E..U. 
upon  him  with  the  high--!!'  v e:i  -ration,  lit  v.-ns 
not  only  an  admirer  of  the  p.  Ike  arts  himft.1., 
but  the  patron  of  all  who  cultivated  them;  as 
he  was  2  frequent  r.fcnder  of  Quindlibnn  and 
N ire ter,  to  v.hom  l  w\,s  at  that  time  a  diicij  1  •. 
He  was,  in  (hurt,  a  rran  of  great  worth  and  c.t  i- 
1  encc,  2nd  one  vt-hofe  men.oi  v  ought  extreme¬ 
ly  to  facilitate  the  honours  of  his  lint.  li  lt  time 
are  numbers  in  the  ienatc  who  never  knew  It  s 
father;  ar.d  though  there  arc  many  all*»  vyh.» 
y.  -'te  v.  Ji  acq  minted  with  him,  js:  they  are 
Inch  whole  regards  extend  not  beyond  the  livin..’. 
Kor  this  re  tlon  Ncpos,  without  rel yin -r  upon  the 
character  of  liis  father,  whuh  is  liitiiy  to  prove 
of  more  honour  than  let  vice  to  lnm,  tr.uft  cx:r: 
the  uttnoft  of  his  own  endeavours  to  recommend 
himlelf :  2nd  indeed,  he  lias  tver  been  as  cautious 
in  bis  conduct  as  if  lie  It  ad  governed  it  with  a 
particular  view  to  this  occ.ihoi;.  lie!..-.;  .icqvir  1 
many  lriemlfnip  •,  arc!  cultivated  them  with  Itriat 
fidtlny,  and  par  i,  uhrlv  li.t -led  rue  cut  h  r  the 
object  of  his  t  lie  cm  and  iminition,  from  the  li.it 
moment  he  was  capable  of  fot rning  arty  ju de¬ 
ment  of  the  world.  Whenever  I  pie  id,  he  an- 
xioufly  attends  me,  and  \o  always  of  the  parly 
h  2.  when 
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when  I  recite  ;  as  he  is  ever  the  firft  to  inquire 
.v'tei  rav  vvo;ks.  His  brother  had  the  fame  at¬ 
tachment  to  me.  —  But  he  has  lnlt  that  excel¬ 
lent  brother  !  and  it  fh..li  be  my  part  to  fupply 
hit.  place.  i;  is  with  grief  1  refit  £t  upon  the  im- 
nialuie  e'-.  arh  cf  the  one,  as  1  lament  that  the 
c.ner  lhoald  he  dip.iivrd  of  the  r.fliftance  of  f> 
a’uable  a  relation,  and  1  f:  only  to  the  zeal  of 
ns  ftier.J::.  It  is  that  cor.fijcration  which  indu¬ 
ces  r lie  o  Iv  '  •  on  v.o  ihi  o .me  hither  and  unite 
'.•mi  U'f.urge  wi  it  mine,  it  will  be  of  Angular 
.  liviiSt.-j:  the  eai  ie  iti  which  I  am  embaiktv, 

you  would  :tj  p  ar  in  it,  and  join  your  felicita¬ 
tions  with  mine ;  and  liuh,  1  know,  is  your  cre¬ 
dit  and  influence,  that  I  am  p.-rfuaded  your  do¬ 
ing  fo  will  render  mv  applications  more  ell’edlual, 
even  with  my  own  frict  ds  themfeives.  Let  me 
entreat  you  then  to  break  through  all  obllacles 
that  may  lie  in  your  way.  I  have  a  richt  to  claim 
your  amlLtnee  in  this  conjuncture:  your  fiiend- 
ih:p  to  me,  artd  tr.v  credit  both  require  it.  I 
have  undertaken  to  iupport  the  intercll  of  N afo , 
and  the  \vc  rid  knows  that  I  do  ;  the  purfuit  and 
t!te  hazard  therefore  i~  become  mv  own.  in  a 
word,  if  he  obtains  this  poll,  nil  the  honour  will 
be  his  5  but  it  he  be  rejected,  the  repulfe  will  be 
mine.  Farewell. 


12:1'!.  VII.  Pl.IN'Y  to  C  A  I.  PIIC  R  tv  I  A. 

\T O LT  write  me,  how  much  you  ate  affected 
by  my  aUL-ncc,  and  that  your  only  ccn- 
1  nation  is  in  converting  with  my  works,  intlead 
of  their  author,  whi.h  you  fiequently  place  by 
vour  fide.  I  low  agreeable  is  it  to  me  to  know 
that  y  ui  thus  v.ifh  tor  my  company,  and  fiippott 
y.'urfcif  under  the  want  of  it  by  tbc-lc  ten  - 

With  re  a  ling  over  youi  letters  again  and  again. 
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mil  am  continually  taking  them  up  as  if  I  had 
j alt  received  them;  but  alas!  they  only  ferve  to 
make  me  more  ftrongly  regret  your  abfente:  for 
Low  amiable  mud  her  converl'ation  be,  whofe 
letters  have  lb  many  charms?  Let  me  .receive 
them,  however,  as  often  as  poilible,  notvvichtiand- 
ing  there  is  frill  a  mixture  of  pain  in  the  pLalure 
they  afford  me.  Farewell. 

Epijh  VIII.  Pliny  to  Pmsci's. 

YOU  have  long  known,  and  you  cflccm  At- 
tilius  Crefcens  ;  as  indeed  who  is  there  of 
any  rank  or  worth  that  does  not?  For  myl’elf,  I 
profefs  to  have  a  friendfhip  for  him  much  fupe- 
lior  to  the  common  attachments  of  the  world. 
The  places  of  our  nativity  are  f.-parated  only  by 
a  day’s  journey;  and  we  conceived  an  afteiiiion 
to  cadi  other  when  we  were  very  young;  a  fea- 
fon  when  friendfhip  itrik.es  the  deepeft  root. 
Ours  improved  by  years;  and  fo  far  from  being 
weakened,  that  it  was  confirmed  by  our  tiper 
judgments,  as  thole  who  know  us  bed  can  wir- 
nefs.  He  takes  pleafure  in  boafting  every  where 
of  my  friendfhip;  as  1  do  to  let  the  world  know, 
that  his  honour,  his  eafe,  and  his  imereft  are  my 
peculiar  concern.  Infomuch  that  upon  his  ex- 
piefling  to  me  fume  apprehenfion  from  the  infb- 
lence  of  a  certain  perfon  who  was  entering  upon 
the  tribunefliip  of  the  people,  1  could  not  forbear 
anfwering. 

Long  ns  Jlchilles  breathes  this  vital  air. 

To  touch  thy  head  no  impious  hand  /hull  dare  *. 

I  mention  this  to  Ihew  you  that  I  look  upon 
every  injury  ofFe-ed  to  Attilius,  as  done  to.n.y- 
ielf.  But  you  will  be  impatient  to  hear  what  all 
*  Horn.  II.  lib.  1.  vcr.  S8. 
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inis  tends  to.  You  muff  know  then,  Valerius 
Varus,  at  S  i,  death,  owed  At  ions  a  ikm  of  mo¬ 
ney-  I  hotiy I-,  I  am  ateCjtiatn'iU  with  Maximus, 
Li.  heir,  \e:  there  is  a  clol'cr  fricruifhip  between 
him  .  r.J  you.  I  bey:  therefore,  and  conjure  you 
fcy  tlic  aficchi >n  you  have  for  me,  to  take  care 
that  Atiilin  .  is  not  only  paid  the  principal  which 
i~  due  to  him,  bur  till  the  louz  arrears  of  interelf. 
lie  ncicher  covets  tiie  pit  petty  of  others,  nor 
n.jlceis  the  rare  of  his  own;  and  as  he  is  not 
'  it., eg.  d  in  any  lucrative  profcllion,  he  has  no¬ 
thing  to  depend  upon  hut  his  frugality  :  for  13  to 
the  polite  arts,  in  which  he  greatly  excels,  he 
purf :  them  merely  upon  the  motives  of  pleasure 
and  f.irm.  In  l’ach  a  fituation,  the  ll-ghtcll  Id's 
I'icOls  hard  upon  a  man,  and  the  more  lo  bccaufe 
he  has  no  opportunities  of  repairing  any  injury 
done  to  his  fortune.  Afiilt  us  then,  1  c-utreac 
you,  in  this  difficulty,  a,,d  fuller  me  it  ill  to  en¬ 
joy  the  f  leafu-e  t  fiiis  Iprigln  ly  and  diverting  con- 
verfation  ;  for  I  cannot  bear  to  lee  the  cheerful- 
nd's  of  my  friend  overclouded,  whofe  mirth  and 
good  humour  uiffipatts  every  gloom  of  melan- 
<  holy  in  mvfelf.  In  a  word,  as  you  are  well  ac¬ 
quainted  v.  .th  the  entertaining  gaiety  of  tem;  er 
which  Attiiius  poflefics,  I  hope  you  will  not  fuffer 
t.ny  injury  to  dilcompofe  and  four  it.  You  mi.y 
judj.e  by  the  warmth  of. his  affedtion,  how  bitter 
his  icftintments  would  ptove;  for  a  generous  and 
greet  mind  can  ill  brook  an  injury  when  it  is  join¬ 
ed  with  contempt.  But  though  he  could  pals  it 
over,  yet  cannot’!:  on  the  contrary',  I  Ihall  lock 
upon  it  as  a  wrong  and  indignity'  done  to  myfelf, 
-and  rcfmt  it  as  cue  offered  to  rry  friend  ;  that  i  , 
■with  double  warmth.  But  after  all,  why  this 
air  of  threatening  r  rather  let  me  end  in  the  fame 
fhde  I  began,  by  carneftiy  conjuring  you  lb  to 
act  in  this  affair,  that  neither  Attiiius  may  have 
reaf.n  to  imagine  (which  I  fhouli  greatly  regrt 
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that  I  negledf  his  intereft;  nor  that  I  may  have 
occafion  to  charge  you  of  being  carelefs  of  mine  : 
as  undoubtedly  1  fhall  not,  if  you  have  thg  fame 
regard  for  the  latter,  as  1  have  for  the  former, 
farewell. 

Epiji.  IX.  Pliny  to  Tacitus. 

WHen  you  recommend  to  my  care  Julius 
Naio  in  the  office  he  is  purluing,  what 
is  it  but  recommending  me  to  myftlf?  However, 
I  forgive  you,  and  I  fhould  have  dene  the  fame 
had  you  been  at  Rome,  and  1  abfent.  'I  he  ten¬ 
der  anxiety  of  friendfhip  is  apt  to  imagine  every 
circumftance  to  be  material.  But  1  advife  y  ou  to 
turn  your  folicitations  to  others,  and  be  allured 
1  will  take  a  full  fharc  with  you  in  all  your  ap¬ 
plications  in  this  affair,  and  fupport  you  with  my 
bdt  and  warmeft  endeavours.  Farewell.’ 

Epijll  X.  Pliny  to  Albinus. 

WHen  I  came  to  the  country-houfe  of  my 
mother-in-law,  in  the  Alfian  territories’, 
which  once  belonged  to  Veigi.’ius  Rufus,  the 
place  renewed  in  my  mind  the  forrowful  remem¬ 
brance  of  that  great  and  excellent  man.  He  was 
extremely  fond  of  this  retirement,  and  ufed  to 
call  it  the-  ne/t  of  his  ole'  age  ;  where-ever  I  turned 
my  eyes,  I  miffed  my  worthy  friend.  I  had  an 
inclination  to  vifit  his  monument  ;  but  I  repent¬ 
ed  of  my  curiofiry' ;  for  I  found  it  {till  unfinifhtd, 
and  this,  not  from  any  difficulty  of  the  work  it- 
felf,  for  it  is  very  plain,  or  rather  indeed  flight  ; 
but  through  the  neglect  of  him  to  whofe  care  it 
was  intruffed.  I  could  not  fee  without  a  concern 
mixed  with  indignation,  the  remains  of  a  man, 
whofe  fame  filled  the  whole  world,  lie  for  ten 
years  after  his  death  without  a:i  infc.ip.ian,  or  a 
name. 
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name.  He  had  however  diredlcd,  that  the  divine 
and  immortal  action  of  his  life  fhould  be  recorded 
upon  his  tomb  in  the  following  lines  : 

Here  Rufus  lies,  ivho  l  'index'  arms  tvithjlaad , 
Not  for  bimfclf ,  lut  for  bis  country's  good. 

Eut  a  faithful  friend  is  fa  rare  to  be  found,  and 
the  dead  are  fo  foon  forgotten,  that  we  fha.il  be 
obliged  to  build  even  our  very  monuments,  and 
anticipate  the  office  of  our  heirs.  Fcr  who  is  it 
that  has  not  reafon  to  fear  what  has  happened  to 
Vcrginius,  may  be  his  own  calc  ?  an  indignity 
which  is  fo  much  the  more  remarkable  and  inju¬ 
rious,  as  it  falls  upon  one  of  his  diftinguifhed  vir¬ 
tues. 


JIfiJI.  XI.  Pliny  to  Maximus. 

O  Happy  day !  having  been  called  by  the  prte- 
fedt  of  the  city,  to  his  ailiftance  in  a  cer¬ 
tain  caufe,  I  had  the  pleafure  to  hear  two  excel¬ 
lent  young  men,  Fufcus  Salinator  and  Numidi- 
us  Quadratus,  plead  on  the  oppofite  fides  :  both 
of  them  of  extraordinary  hopes  and  great  talents, 
who  will  one  day,  I  am  perl'uaded,  prove  an  orna¬ 
ment  not  only  to  the  prefent  age,  but  to  litera¬ 
ture  itfelf.  They  dilcovered  upon  this  occafion 
an  admirable  probity,  fupported  by  inflexible  cou¬ 
rage  :  their  habit  was  decent,  their  elocution  d it— 
tineb,  their  voice  manly,  their  memory  ltrong  *, 
their 

*  Strengh  of  memory  feems  to  have  been  a  quality 
highly  elteemed  among  the  Romans,  Pliny  often 
mentioning  it  when  he  draws  the  characters  of  his 
Mends,  as  in  the  number  of  their  moll  lhining  ta¬ 
lents.  And  Quinftilian  ccnfiders  it  as  the  meafure  of 
genius;  tarn  urn  urge  nit,  fay#  he,  quantum  memorise.  The 
extraordinary 
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their  genius  elevated,  and  guided  by  an  equal  1b- 
iidity  of  judgment.  I  took  infinite  pleafure  in  ob- 
ferving  them  difplay  thefc  noble  qualities  ;  parti¬ 
cularly  as  i  had  the  fatista&ion  to  fee  that  while 
they  looked  upon  me  as  their  guide  and  model, 
they  appeared  in  the  fentiments  of  the  audience 
j  as  my  imitators  and  rivals.  It  was  a  day  (I  can¬ 
not  but  repeat  it  again)  which  afforded  n-e  the 
mod  exquifite  happinefs,  and  which  I  fhall  ever 
j  diliinguifh  with  the  faireft  tnaik.  For  what  in— 

extraordinary  perfeflion  in  which  fome  of  t he  ancients 
are  faid  to  have  polfeficd  this  ufeful  faculty,  is  alir.oll 
incredible.  Our  author  /peaks  in  a  former  letter,  of 
a  Greek  pnilofopher  of  his  acquaintance,  who,  after 
having  delivered  a  long  harangue  extempore,  w<  aid 
immediately  repeat  it  again,  without  lofing  a  litigle 
word.  Seneca  fays,  he  could  in  his  youth  repeat  iwo 
thoufand  names  exaftly  in  the  lame  order  they  were 
read  to  him  j  and  that  to  try  the  ilrcngth  of  his  me¬ 
mory,  the  audience  who  attended  the  lame  prufrhhr 
with  himfelf,  would  each  of  them  give  him  a  verfe, 
which  he  would  infUntly  repeat,  beginning  with  the 
la!f,  and  fo  on  to  the  firit,  to  the  amount  of  two  hun¬ 
dred.  He  tells  a  pleafant  flory  upon  this  occafion,  of  a 
certain  poet,  who  having  recited  a  poem  in  public,  a 
perfon  who  was  prefent  claimed  it  for  his  own,  and 
in  proof  of  its  being  fo,  repeated  it  word  for  werd  ; 
which  the  real  author  was  not  capable  of  doing. 
[Sen.  controv.  I.  i.fubinit.].  Numberlefs  inllanct.3 
might  be  collefted  from  the  ancients,  to  the  fame 
purpolc ;  to  mention  only  a  few  more  :  it  is  faid  of 
Themillocles,  that  he  made  himfelf  mailer  of  thel’er- 
fian  language  in  a  year’s  time ;  of  Mithridates,  that 
lie  underftood  ns  many  languages  as  he  commanded 
nations,  that  is,  no  lefs  than  twenty-two  ;  of  Cyrus, 
that  he  retained  the  names  of  every  fingle  fjldicr  iii 
his  army.  [Quint.  1.  11.2J.  Bat  the  finell  compli¬ 
ment  that  eter  was  paid  to  a  good  memory,  is  what 
’fully  fays  of  Julius  C’aifar,  in  his  oration  for  Ligarius, 
fnat  be  never  forget  any  thing  but  an  injury. 
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dee..  ro.:ll  be  either  more  p.'.eafing  to  me  cn  the 
public  account,  than  to  oblerve  two  iiich  r.ohl.- 
vou.h-  building  their  fair.e  anil  glory  upon  the  p  )- 
l:u:  arts.  5  or  more  deft  ruble  upon  my  own,  tm.11 
to  be  masked  out  as  a  Worth v  1  xarr.pl :  to  them  in 
their  .urfuits-  of  virtue  r  May  lu-an.n  itiii  grant 
me  he  continuance  of  that  pleafure  !  and  you 
will  bear  me  vvi:nel>,  I  fmccre'y  implore  the 

of  his  imitation,  may  far  exceed  the  model  he 
has  ch^f.-m  l-'arcwcll. 

Cpij!.  XII.  Pliny  to  Faeatcs  *. 

INJeed  you  ought  not  to  make  the  leaft  fcruple 
of  recommending  to  me  fuch  peri’ons  as  you 
iudge  worthy  your  patronage,  becjuf.*  nothing  is 
more  agreable  to  your  character  than  to  be  as  <•>:  • 
tenlively  beneficent  as  poilible  ;  nor  to  mill'-, 
than  to  intereft  myfelf  in  every  thing  in  v.-hii  it 
you  are  concerned.  Be  allured  therefore  1  fit.-.H 
give  all  the  afiiftance  in  my  power  to  Veclius 
S’rifcus,  efpccially  in  what  relates  to  my  pecu¬ 
liar  province  ;  1  mean  the  bar — 

You  defire  me  to  forget  thole  letters  which  you 
wrote  to  me,  you  i\y,  in  the  openm.fi  of  your 
heart  ;  but  believe  me,  there  is  none  I  remen.b'.r 
v.’itn  more  complacency.  They  are  very  plealing 
proofs  of  the  lhare  1  enjoy  of  your  affedtior.,  fuac 
you  ttle  the  fame  free  expoltulations  with  me,  th  ‘t 
you  would  with  your  own  fon.  And,  to  confels 
the  truth,  they  are  fo  much  the  more  agreeable, 
as  I  had  nothing  to  accufe  myfelf  of  upon  vour 
account ;  fur  1  ftad  very  exactly  performed  5  our 
requefts.  1  entreat  you  again  and  again,  1L11  to 
lehuke  me  with  the  fame  freedom,  u  henever  vou 
imagine  (and  1  tiull  it  will  be  only  imagination : 
that  1  fail  in  my  duty  towards  you  :  it  will  afford 
*  His  wife  Calpliurnia’s  grandfather. 
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me-  the  plcsfure  of  receiving;  a  ftrong  mark  of  your 
ailLction  ;  and  you  that  ot  being  convinced  1  did 
not  dtierve  the  reproach.  Farewell. 

F.pijf.  XIII.  Pliny  to  Ursus. 

HA vc  you  ever  feen  a  man  fo  harafied  and 
perieeuted  as  my  friend  Varemis?  He  has 
been  obliged  to  enter  into  a  frefh  defence,  and, 
as  it  were,  to  petition  again  for  what  he  had, 
with  much  ilniggle  and  difficulty,  already  obtain¬ 
ed  *.  1'he  liithynians  have  had  the  con  fid;  nee 
not  only  to  com  pi  jin  to  the  conluls  of  the  decree 
of  the  fen  ate  ;  but  alf>  to  inveigh  again!!:  it  Co  the 
emperor,  who  happened  to  be  abfent  when  it  pall¬ 
ed.  C.clar  referred  them  back  to  the  fvnate, 
wlie.-e  they  flill  pci  filled  in  their  remonlln  ances. 
Ci  iirdius  Capito  ventuied  to  be  counlcl  for  them, 
and  I  will  add,  with  more  ill-manners  than  true 
foititiidc,  at  it  was  to  arraign  the  jultice  of  a  de¬ 
cree  of  the  lenatc,  in  the  face  of  that  aueult  a f- 
f-m'.Iy.  Pronto  Cat iu i  replied  t.o  him  wi.h  great 
loii.lity  and  fplrir  j  as  indeed  the  whole  body  o*-' 

wonderful  dignity.  For  thole  who  n;- poled  the 
petition  of  V  arenas,  when  it  was  fir  it  brought 
before  thchcule,  thought,  after  it  was  granted,  it 
might  not  to  he  revei-fcd.  While  the  queition  in¬ 
deed  was  under  debate,  every  body,  they  ima¬ 
gined,  was  at  liberty  to  give  their  fentiments  ; 
but  when  once  fettled  by  the  majority,  they  look¬ 
ed  upon  it  then  to  be  the  common  concern  of 
etch  member  to  fupport  it.  1  his  was  the  gene- 
t.tl  opinion  of  the  whole  houle,  Acil  us  Rufus 
oidv  excepted,  and  feven  or  eight  mere  with  him  : 
theic  indeed  perfevered  in  their  former  vote.  A- 
mong  which  (mall  party  there  were  fomo  whole 
uecuiional  folcmnity,  or  rather  affectation  of  fo- 
*  See  b.  let.  zo. 

lemnity. 
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lerrmity,  was  extremely  ridiculed.  You  will 
judge  from  hence  what  a  warm  battle  we  are  like¬ 
ly  to  have  of  it,  lince  this  prelude,  as  I  may  call 
it,  has  occafioned  fo  much  contention.  Fare¬ 
well. 


Epijl.  XIV.  Pliny  to  Mauricus. 

YOU  invite  me  to  Formianttm.  I  will  come, 
upon  this  condition  only,  that  you  put 
yourfelf  to  no  inconvenience  upon  my  account ; 
a  condition  which  I  {hall  alfo  ftri£lly  obferve  on 
my  part.  It  is  not  the  pleasures  of  your  lea  and 
your  coal!  that  1  purfuc  ;  it  is  your  company,  to¬ 
gether  with  ealc  and  freedom  from  bufinel's,  that 
I  defire  to  enjoy  ;  otherwife  I  might  as  well  re¬ 
main  in  Rome  :  for  there  is  no  medium  worth 
accepting  between  giving  up  your  time  wholly 
to  the  difpofal  of  others,  or  referring  it  entirely 
in  vour  own  ;  at  leal't  tor  myfelf,  I  declare  1  can¬ 
not  relilTi  mixtures  of  any  kind.  Farewell. 

Epijl.  XV.  Pliny  to  Rom  anus. 

YOU  were  not  p relent  at  a  very  extraordina¬ 
ry  occurrence  which  lately  happen' d  :  nor 
was  1  a  witnefs  to  it  either,  but  I  had  an  early 
account  of  it.  Paflienus  Paulus  an  eminent  Ro¬ 
man  knight,  and  particularly  conipicuous  .for  his 
great  learning,  has  a  turn  for  elegiac  poetry  ;  a 
talent  which  runs  in  the  family,  for  Propertius 
was  his  relation,  as  well  as  his  countryman.  He 
was  lately  reciting  a  poem  which  began  thus  : 

Whereupon  Prifeus,  who  happened  to  be  prelent 
as  a  particular  frunJ  of  the  poet’s,  cried  cut  — 
But  he  :'s  mijlaken ,  I  iLd  not  canntcnd  him.  Think 
what  a  peal  of  laughter  this  occafioned.  The  in- 
ttlletts 
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1  ft  kno  w,  are  fome- 


ching  fuipieious  ;  however,  as  he  enters  into  the 
common  offices  oflife,  is  called  to  confultarion?, 
and  publicly  adls  as  a  lawyer,  this  behaviour  was 
the  more  remarkable  and  ridiculous  :  and  in  truth 
Paulus  was  a  good  deal  dil'coieerted  byhis  friend’s 
abfurdicy.  Thus  you  lee,  it  is  not  only  neceflury 
that  an  author  who  recites  his  works  in  public, 
fhoukl  himfelf  have  a  found  judgment,  bat  that 


he  takes  care  his  audience  In.ve  to  too.  F'uran  cil. 


EVJi.  XVI.  Pliny  to  Tacit  vs. 

\  7  OU  delve  that  I  fliould  write  you  an  account 
a  of  my  uncle’s  death,  that  uu  may  be  en¬ 
abled  to  trani'mit  a  more  exact  relation  of  it  to  po- 
ftcrity.  I  return  you  thanks.  For  I  fordo;  that 
if  tilts  accident  ihall  be  celebrated  by  your  pen, 
the  g!ory  of  it  will  L-e  rendered  for  ever  illuft- ious. 
And  nstwichanding  he  ]>ciiflied  by  a  misfortune, 
which,  as  it  involved  at  the  fame  time  a  moll 
beautiful  country  in  ruins,  and  deftroyed  Co  ma¬ 
ny  populous  cities,  iceiris  to  prnmile  him  an  ever- 
lafling  remembrance;  notvithftanding  he  ha, 
himfelf  c..mpufed  many  and  lading  works  ;  yet  I 
am  perfuaded,  tile  mentioning  of  him  in  your  im¬ 
mortal  writings,  will  greatly  contribute  to  eter¬ 
nize  his  name.  Happy  I  eft e cm  thole  to  be, 
whom  providence  has  diftinguifticJ  with  Che  abi¬ 
lities  either  of  doing  fueh  act  ions  as  are  worthy 
of  being  related,  or  of  relating  them  in  a  manner 
worthy  of  being  read  ;  but  dt  ’d.dy  happy  are  they 
who  are  b'efied  wirh  both  thefe  unconimon  ta¬ 
lents  :  in  the  number  of  which  niv  uncle,  as  his 
mvn  wri.ings,  anJ  your  hiftory  wdl  evidently 
prove,  may  ju illy  he  ranked,  it  is  with  extreme 
wilhngnels,  ch  re  fore,  1  execute  your  commands  ; 
raid  fliould  indeed  have  claimed  the  talk  if  you 
had  not  injoined  it.  He  was  at  that  time  with  the 
Vol.  I.  '1'  fleet 
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fleet  under  his  command  at  *  Mifenum.  On  the 
aqih  of  Au-juft,  about  one  in  the  afternoon,  my 
mother  defired  him  to  obferve  a  cloud  which  ap¬ 
peared  of  a  very  uuuiual  iize  and  fhape.  He  had 
tuft  returned  from  taking  the  benefit  of  the  fun, 
and  after  bathing  himfelf  in  cold  water,  and  ta¬ 
king  a  flight  rcpnft,  was  retired  to  his  ftudv  :  he 
‘imniediaiely  aro'e,  and  went  out  upon  an  emi¬ 
nence  fiom  whence  he  might  more  diftinclly  view 
this  vciy  uncommon  appearance.  It  was  not  at 
that  diirancc  dilcernible  from  what  mountain  this 
cloud  iiTued,  but  it  was  found  afterwards  to  a- 
ice-.t.l  from  mount  Vefuvius  f.  1  cannot  give  you 
■a  metre  exact  defeription  of  its  figure,  than  bv  re- 
fL-mbling  it  to  that  of  ■>.  pine-tree,  for  it  flvit  up 
•a  great  height  in  the  form  of  a  trunk,  which  ex¬ 
tended  i delf  at  the  top  into  a  fort  of  branches  ; 

*  In  the  gulf  of  Naples. 

About  fix  miles  difh.nt  from  Naples.  —  This 
dreadful  eruption  happened  A.  D.  79. in  the  hrft  year 
of  the  emperor  Titus.  Martial  has  a  pretty  epigram 
upon  this  fubjeft,  in  which  he  gives  us  a  view  ot'Ve- 
fuviu.;,  as  it  appeared  before  this  terrible  conflagrn- 

Hcre  verdant  vines  iV(W  Vefuvic's  f.des  ; 

The  gen  rous  g'-upe  here  pour’d  her  purple  tide;. 

This  Bacchus  leas'd  behead  his  native  feene  ; 

Here  dancing  fatyrs  joy'd  to  trip  the  green. 

Far  more  than  Sparta  this  in  Fains'  grace  ; 

And  great  .die ides  once  renovat'd  the  place  : 

A'o-.e  f.asning  embers  J'pread  dire  vtiajle  around , 

And  gods  regret  that  gods  can  thus  confound. 

Lib.  4.  ep.  44. 

It  feems  probable  that  this  was  the  ft-il  eruption  of 
mount  Vefuvius,  at  lead  of  any  confequcnce  ;  as  it 
is  certain  we  have  no  particular  accounts  of  any  pre¬ 
ceding  one.  Dio,  indeed,  and  ether  ancient  authors 
fpeak  of  it  as  burning  before  ;  but  frill  they  deferibe 
it  as  covered  with  trees  and  vines,  fo  that  the  erup¬ 
tions  rcuft  have  been  inconfi. I  enable. 
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occafioned,  I  imagine,  either  by  a  hidden  guff  of 
air  that  impelled  it,  the  three  of  which  dccrea- 
fed  as  it  advanced  upward#,  or  the  cloud  itlelf 
being  preifed  back  again  by  its  own  weight,  ex¬ 
panded  in  this  manner:  it  appeared  fomotimes 
bright  and  foinctimcs  dark  and  fpo.rcd,  as  it  w.w 
either  more  or  Ids  impregnated  with  c.nth  and 
cinders.  This  extraordinary  ph:enomenr.n  exci¬ 
ted  my  uncle’s  philosophical  curioficy  to  take  a 
neater  view  of  it.  He  ordered  a  light  veilel  to  be 
got  ready,  and  gave  me  the  liberty,  it  1  thought 
proper,  to  attend  him.  1  rather  chole  to  cunii- 
ivje  my  ftudies  ;  for,  as  it  happened,  he  had  gi¬ 
ven  me  an  employment  of"  that  kind.  A,  he-  was 
coming  out  of  the  Houle,  he  received  a  note  from 
Reblin  i  the  wife  of  Id  alfus,  who  was  in  the  utmoit 
alarm  at  the  imminent  danger  which  ihr-atcncd 
her ;  for  her  viila  being  firuated  at  the  foot  of 
mount  Vcfuvius,  there  was  no  way  to  elcape  but 
by  fea  :  file  earneflly  entreated  him  therefore  to 
come  to  her  allillance.  He  accordingly  changed 
his  Hrlldelign,  and  what  he  began  with  aphilo- 
Lphical,  he  purfued  with  an  heroical  turn  of 
mind.  He  ordered  the  galleys  to  put  to  fca,  and. 
went  hinife'f  on  board  with  an  intention  of  nest¬ 
ing  not  only  Rectina,  but  fcveral  others ;  for 
the  villas  if  .iid  extremely  thick  upon  that  beautiful 
coaft.  When  battening  to  the  place  from  whence 
other,  fl.-d  with  the  utmoft  terror,  he  ftecred  his 
direct  comfe  to  the  point  of  danger,  and  with  fo 
much  ca’innefs  and  prcfcncc  of  mind,  as  to  ho 
able  to  make  and  dictate  his  obfervatior.s  upon  the 
motion  anJ  figure  of  that  dreadful  feene.  He 
was  now  fo  nigh  the  mountain,  that  the  cinders, 
which  grew'  thicker  and  hotter  the  nearer  he  ap¬ 
proached,  fell  into  the  fiiips,  together  with  pu- 
mice-ftoncs,  and  black  pieces  of  burning  rock  : 
they  were  like  wife  in  danger  not  only  of  being  a- 
ground  by  the  jfoj-JcA  re: re. it  of  the  f  a,  but  altti 
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from  the  vs  lb  fragments  which  rolled  down  from 
the  mountain,  and  obftrudted  all  the  fhore. 
Here  he  fioppcJ  toconfider  whether  he  fhould  re¬ 
turn  back  again  ;  to  which  the  pilot  advifing  him, 
Fortune ,  Lid  he,  befriends  the  brave ;  cany  me  to 
Pstt.fv::,i’;us.  Pr.mponianus  was  then  at  Stahite, 
fee  feted  l-y  a  gulf,  which  the  fca,  after  fcveral 
ir.fenfihlc  windings,  forms  upon  the  fhore.  He 
had  already  f,nt  his  bagenge  on  hoard  ;  for 
though  he  was  not  at  that  time  in  actual  danger, 
vet  being  within  the  view  of  it,  and  indeed  ix- 
ticmelv  near,  if  it  fhould  in  the  leaf!  increafe, 
he  was  Jerci  mined  to  put  to  lea  as  foon  as  the 
wind  fhould  change.  It  was  favourable,  how¬ 
ever,  tor  carrying  Ely  uncle  to  Pumponianus, 
whom  he  found  in  the  greated  confternation  :  he 
embraced  him  with  tendernefs,  encouraging  and 
exhorting  him  to  keep  up  his  fpirirs,  and  the 
more  to  diCipatc  his  tears,  he  ordered,  with  an 
air  of  unconcern,  the  baths  to  be  got  ready  ; 
when,  after  having  bathed,  he  fat  down  to  flip¬ 
per  with  great  che-rfulnefs,  or  at  leaft  (what  is 
equally  hcrcic)  with  all  ;he  appearance  of  it.  In 
the  mean  while  the  eruption  from  mount  V dim¬ 
es  flamed  out  in  fcveral  places  with  much  vio¬ 
lence,  which  the  darknefs  of  the  night  conti  ibu- 
tid  to  render  ftill  more  vilible  and  dreadful.  But 
my  uncle,  in  order,  to  footh  the  apprehenfions  of 
his  friei.d,  allured  him  it  was  cnlv  the  burning 
of  the  villages,  which  the  country-people  had 
abandoned  to  the  flames  :  after  this  he  retired  to 
rell,  and  it  is  moft  certain  he  was  fo  little  di.f- 
com  pc  fed  as  to  fall  into  a  deep  neep  ;  for  being 
pretty  fat,  and  breathing  hard,  thefj  who  at- 
fnded  without  aiflitally  heard  him  fnorc.  The 
court  which  Jed  to  his  apartment  being  now  al- 
moft  filled  with  ibcp.es  as.d  allies,  if  he  had  con¬ 
tinued  theie  any  time  longer,  it  would  have  been 
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was  thought  proper  therefore  to  nv.  ;:k him. 
Ho  go'  up,  and  went  to  Fornponiam. s  an.)  di,.  reft 
or'  his  company,  who  were  not  unconfirmed  c- 
nough  t>:  think  of  going  to  bed.  They  coelYl  t  .1 
together  whether  it  would  be  moft  prudent  to 
truft  to  the  houfes,  which  now  fhook  from  fide 
to  fide  with  frequent  and  violent  concuflions  ;  or 
fiy  to  the  open  fields,  where  the  calcined  ftoncs 
.  nd  cinders,  though  light  indeed,  yet  fell  in  large 
fhoWers,  and  threatened  deft  ruiif  ion.  In  this 
rfilii  els  they  refolved  for  the  fields,  as  the  left  dan¬ 
gerous  fitaation  of  the  two  :  a  refehition  which, 
while  the  reft  of  the  company  were  huriicd  into 
o-  their  fears,  my  uncle  embraced  upon  cool  and 
deliberate  confideration.  They  went  out  then, 
iiiving  pillows  tied  upon  their  heads  with  nnp- 
cins  ;  and  this  was  their  whole  defence  again  ft 
trie  iiorin  of  Hones  that  f.  11  round  them.  It  was 
now  day  e/ery  uhe.e  eifr,  but  there  a  deeper 
da:  hud's  prevail  'd  than  in  the  moft  obf.ure 
night  ;  which  how.vcr  w.-.s  in  fume  degree  difli- 
psted  Liy  torches  and  other  lights  of  various  kinds. 
They  thought  proper  to  go  down  firther  upon 
the  llioie  to  ebicrve  if  they  might  lafely  put  out 
to  Tea,  but  they  found  the  wave",  ftill  run  ex¬ 
tremely  high  and  boilterous.  There  my  unde 
h  iving  drank  a  draught  or  two  of  cold  water, 
threw  himfclf  down  t-pon  a  cloth  which  was 
fpread  for  him,  when  immediately  the  flames,  and 
r;  if  long  find!  of  fidphur,  which  war.  the  forerun¬ 
ner  of  ihci.t,  dilpi'i fid  the  reft  of  the  company, 

:  rut  obliged  i.im  loiife.  He  railed  Llinifc-lf  tip  wit.'i 
the  afitftance  of  two  of  his  icnams,  and  inftanr- 
!y  fell  d.  v.ui  d.  aJ  ;  I'nffbcatcd,  as  I  conjc-cftuic, 

1  v  f.im.e  aro  s  and  noxious  vapour,  having  always 
had  weak  lungs,  and  fiequcntly  fubjech  to  a  diffi¬ 
culty  of  breathing.  As  foon  t.t  it  was  light  again, 
which  was  not  tiil  the  third  day  Yterthis  melan- 
t hoi v  acciJti:*,  his  body  v  a.  f •u;tJ  entire,  and 
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ithout  any  marks  of  violence  upon  it,  exa£lly 
i  1  t'ne  fame  pi.iiure  that  he  fell,  and  looking 
more  like  a  man  aileep  than  dead.  During  ail 
this  time  my  mo..her  and  I  who  were  at  Mife- 
mitn  —  *  But  as  this  has  no  connection  with 
vour  hi  (lory,  lo  your  inquiry  went  no  farther 
man  concerning  my  uncle’s  death  ;  with  that 
therefore  I  will  put  an  end  to  my  letter  :  fuf fu¬ 
me  only  to  add,  that  I  have  faithfully  related  to 
yr  u  what  1  was  cither  an  eye-witnels  of  mvfcb', 
i.r  received  immediately  after  the  accident  hap- 
f  cited,  and  before  there  was  time  to  vary  the 
n-ith.  You  will  chide  out  cf  this  narrative  fuclt 
citcumftances  as  fhall  be  moft  fuitable  to  your 
purpofc  :  for  there  is  a  great  difference  between 
•vi  at  is  proper  for  a  letter,  and  an  hiltory  ;  be- 
tv.-een  writing  to  a  friend,  and  writing  to  the 
public.  Farewell. 

Efljl.  XVII.  Pliny  to  Restitutes. 

I  Am  not  able  to  reftrain  the  indignation  I  con¬ 
ceived,  while  1  attended  a  fr.end  of  mine  at 
his  rehearfal ;  but  rnuft  give  vent  to  it  in  a  letter, 
lince  I  have  no  c  ppommity  of  doing  lh  in  perfon. 
The  company  was  entertained  with  the  recital  of 
a  very  fitiiffcd  performance  :  but  there  were  two 
or  three  pe- fens  among  the  audience,  men  of 
great  genius  in  their  own,  and  a  few  of  their 
friends  eflimatien,  who  fat  like  fo  many  mutes, 
without  fo  much  as  moving  a  lip  or  a  hand,  cr 
once  riling  from  their  feats,  even  to  fhift  t'ntir 
poflure.  But  to  what  purpefe,  in  the  name  of 
good  fenfe,  all  this  wondrous  air  of  wifdorn 
and  fclemnity,  or  rather  indeed  (to  give  it  its  true 
appellation)  of  this  proud  indolence?  Is  it  not 
downright  folly,  or  even  madnefs,  thus  to  be  at 
the  ex  penis  of  a  whole  day  merely  to  commit  a 
*  See  this  account  continued,  let,  zo.  of  this  book. 

piece 
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piece  of  rudenefs,  and  leave  him  an  enemy,  whom 
you  vifited  as  a  friend  ?  Is  a  man  confcious  that 
he  poflefles  a  fuperior  degree  of  eloquence  than 
the  perfon  whom  he  attends  upon  on  1'uch  an 
occafion  ?  fo  much  the  rather  ought  he  to  guard 
againft  every  appearance  of  envy,  as  a  pillion- 
that  always  implies  inferiority,  where-ever  it  re- 
fides.  But  whatever  a  man’s  talent  may  he, 
whether  greater  or  equal,  oriels  than  his  friend’s, 
flill  it  is  his  interelt  to  give  him  the  approbation 
he  deferves :  if  greater  or  equal;  becaufe  the 
higher  his  glory  rifes  whom  you  equal  or  excel, 
the  more  confidcrable  yours  mull  nccefiarily  be  : 
if  lefs  ;  bccaufe  if  one  of  mere  exalted  abilities 
dots  not  meet  with  applaufe,  neiclier  pollibly 
can  you.  For  my  own  part,  1  honour  and  re¬ 
vere  all  who  dill-over  any  degree  of  merit  in  the 
painful  and  laborious  art  of  oratory;  for  Ll- 
quence  is  a  high  and  haughty  dame,  who  fcorns 
to  refide  with  thole  that  dcipife  her.  But  per¬ 
haps  you  are  not  of  this  opinion  :  yet  who  has  a 
greater  regard  for  this  glorious  feience,  or  is  a 
more  candid  judge  of  it  than  yeurftl t  ?  in  confi¬ 
dence  of  which,  I  chofe  to  vent  my  indignation 
particularly  to  you,  as  not  doubting  you  would, 
be  the  firfl  to  fliare  with  me  in  the  fame  fenti:- 
ments.  Farewell. 


Efijl.  XVIII.  Pliny  to  Sabin  us. 

YOU  defire  me  to  undertake  the  public  caule 
of  the  Firmiani.  I  will  endeavour  to  do 
fo,  though  I  have  many  affairs  upon  my  hands  : 
for  1  Ihould  be  extremely  glad  to  oblige  fo  ill u— 
ftrious  a  colony  by  my  good  offices,  as  well  as 
to  render  ycu  an  acceptable  il-rvice.  How  in¬ 
deed  can  I  refufe  you  any  thing,  who  profefs  to 
have  fought  my  iriendihip  as  your  ornament 
and  fupporr,  efpecially  when  your  requefi  is  on, 


224.  The  EPISTLES  Bock  VI. 
behalf  of  your  country?  For  what  can  bo  more 
worthy  than  the  entreaties  of  a  patriot,  or  more 
powerful  than  thofe  of  a  friend  ?  You  may  en¬ 
gage  for  me  therefore  to  your,  or  rather  as  I 
ihouIJ  now  call  them,  our  friend.,  the  Firmiani. 
And  tnough  their  own  iiluftricus  character  did 
not  perfuade  me  that  they  deferve  my  care  and 
patronage  ;  y.?t  I  could  not  but  conceive  a  very 
high  notion  of  their  merit,  from  feeing  a  man  of 
your  diftinguitheJ  viitues  rile  up  amongft  them. 

Epj/I.X IX.  Pliny  to  Nepos. 

IFAve  vou  been  informed  that  the  price  of 
.  i  lands  is  conliJerably  riien,  efpecialiy  of 
thofe  rv-ar  Rome  ?  T  his  hidden  advance  was  oc¬ 
ean  oned  by  a  practice  which  has  been  much 
complained  of,  and  which  drew  ftom  the  Knate, 
at  the  laft  afiembly  for  the  election  of  magiUratts, 
a  very  honourable  decree,  whereby  the  candidate., 
for  any  cfiice  are  prohibhed  from  giving  any 
.treat,  prefent,  or  money  whatfoever.  The  two 
former  of  thefe  abufes  were  praflifed  with  as  lit¬ 
tle  rcierve  as  difc.etion  ;  the  lat  er,  though  car¬ 
ried  on  with  nacre  ftcrecv,  was  however  equally 
notorious.  Our  friend  Komulus,  taking  advan¬ 
tage  of  this  favourable  difpofition  of  the  fenate, 
inhead  of  giving  his  fentiments  upon  the  point  in 
debate,  moved  that  the  conful?  might  acquaint 
the  emperor,  it  was  unanimoufly  defired  to  have 
this  abide  reformed,  and  that  they  would  add  ref. 
him  to  interpofe  his  vigilance  and  authori.y  for 
the  redrefs  of  this  evil,  as  he  had  for  that  of  eve¬ 
ry  o'her.  The  emperor  was  accordingly  ple^fei 
to  do  lb,  and  publifhed  an  edi£t  to  refhain  thofe 
infamous  largelfcs  ;  wherein  he  di redds  that  no 
perfon  fhall  be  admitted  as  a  candidate,  who  hru 
not  a  third  part  of  his  cUate  in  land  ;  etltemir." 
it  highly  indecent,  (as  no  doubt  it  is),  that  the  I: 
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who  afpire  to  dignities  in  the  date,  fhould  look 
upon  Rome  and  Italy,  rather  like  travellers  who 
are  palling  through  it,  than  as  their  proper  coun- 
tiy.  For  this  reafon  there  is  a  general  ltruggle 
among  tho'e  who  aim  at  any  oflice,  and  tney 
buy  up  evciy  thing  which  they  hear  i.-  to  be 
ibid  ;  by  which  nnans  the  value  of  lands  is 
great! v  increafed.  If  therefore  you  are  inclined 
to  tlifpofe  of  any  part  of  your  eftate  here,  or 
of  making  purchafcs  eliewhcre,  you  have  now  a 
good  opportunity;  for  in  order  to  buy  in  Italy, 
thefe  candidates  are  obliged  to  fell  their  ellatcs  in 
the  provinces.  Farewell. 

Epiji.  XX.  Pliny  to  Cornelius  Tacitus. 

YOU  tell  me,  that  the  letter  which,  in  com¬ 
pliance  with  your  requeft,  1  wrote  to  you 
concerning  the  death  of  my  uncle,  has  made  you 
inquilitivc  to  know  not  only  what  terrors,  but 
what  dangers  I  underwent  while  I  continued  at 
Mifenum  ;  for  there,  I  think,  the  account  in  my 
former  broke  off : 

Though  my  Jhock'd  foul  recoils ,  my  tongue  /ball  tell. 
My  uncle  having  left  us,  I  purfued  the  fltulies 
vvhich  prevented  my  going  with  him,  till  it  was 
time  to  bathe.  After  which  I  went  to  fupper, 
and  from  thence  to  bed,  where  my  fleep  was 
greatly  broken  and  diilurbed.  There  had  been 
lor  many  days  before  fomc  fhocks  of  an  eaith- 
quake,  which  the  Itf»  furpriled  us  as  they  are 
extremely  frequent  in  Campania;  but  they  were 
fo  particularly  violent  that  night,  that  they  net 
only  /hook  every  thing  about  us,  but  ieemed 
indeed  to  threaten  total  dedruction.  Mv  mo¬ 
ther  flew  to  my  chamber,  where  fne  found  me 
uling,  in  order  to  awaken  her.  We  went  out 
into  a  fmall  court  belonging  to  the  houfe,  which 
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fepa  rated  the  fea  from  the  buildings.  As  I  was 
at  that  time  but  eighteen  years  of  age,  I  know 
not  whether  I  fhould  call  my  behaviour  in  this 
dangerous  juncture,  courage  or  rafhntls  ;  but  L 
took  up  Livy,  and  ainufcd  myfc'.f  with  turning 
over  that  author,  and  even  making  extracts  from 
him,  as  if  all  about  me  had  been  in  full  feeurity. 
While  we  were  in  this  polturc,  a  friend  of  my 
uncle’s,  who  was  juit  come  from  Spain  to  pay 
him  a  vifit,  joined  us,  and  obferving  me  fitting 
by  my  mother  with  a  book  in  my  hand,  grratly 
condemned  her  calninefs,  at  the  fame  time  that 
he  reproved  me  for  my  careliTs  feeurity  :  never  - 
thclcfs  I  (till  went  on  with  my  author.  Though 
it  was  now  morning,  the  light  was  exceedingly 
faint  and  languid  ;  the  buildings  all  around  us 
tottered,  and  though  we  flood  upon  open  ground, 
yet  as  the  place  was  narrow  and  confined,  there 
was  no  remaining  there  without  certain  and 
great  danger :  we  therefore  rc-folved  to  quit  the 
town.  The  people  followed  us  in  the  utmoft 
confirmation,  and  (as  to  a  mind  diftra&ed  with 
terror,  every  fuggeftion  feems  more  prudent  than 
its  own)  prefled  in  great  crouds  about  us  in 
our  way  out.  Being  got  at  a  convenient  di- 
ftance  from  the  houles,  we  flood  (till,  in  the 
midfl  of  a  moft  dangerous  and  dreadful  (Lene. 
The  chariots  which  we  had  ordered  to  be  drawn 
out,  were  fo  agitated  backwards  and  forwaids,  . 
though  upon  the  moft  level  ground,  that  v.e 
could:  not  keep  them  fteady,  even  by  happening  ; 
them  with  large  (tones.  1  he  fea  feemed  to  toll 
back  upon  itfelf,.  and  to  be  driven  from  its  banks 
by  the  convelfive  motion  of  the  earth  ;  it  is  cer¬ 
tain  at  lead  the  ftiore  was  confiderably  enlarged,; 
and  l'everal  fea-animals  were  left  upon  it.  On 
the  other  fide,  a  Hack  and  dreadful  cloud  burit-' 
ing  with  an  igneous  ferpentiue  vapour,  darted 
out  a  long  train  of  fire,  refembiing  Hatties  of: 
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lightning,  biit  much  larger.  Upon  this  our 
Spanifh  friend,  whom  I  mentioned  above,  ad- 
drrffing  himfclf  to  my  mother  and  me  with  great¬ 
er  warmth  and  earnellnefs :  If  your  brother  ami 
your  wide,  laid  he,  is  fife,  he  certainly  vuijhes 
you  may  be  fo  too  ;  but  if  he  peril  bed. ,  it  was  his  de~ 
fire,  no  .doubt,  that  you  might  l-ith  frtrvive  him  : 
Ifhf  therefore  do  you  delay  your  efcape  a  moment  ? 
We  could  never  think  of  our  own  fafety,  we 
laid,  while  we  were  uncertain  of  his.  Hereupon 
our  friend  lef.  us,  and  withdrew  from  the  dan¬ 
ger  with  the  utmoft  precipitation.  Soon  after¬ 
wards,  the  cloud  feemed  to  defeend,  and  cover 
the  whole  ocean;  as  indeed  it  entirely  hid  the 
illar.d  of  Caprca,  and  the  promontory  of  Mife- 
num.  My  mother  ftrongly  conjured  me  to  make 
my  efcape  at  any  rate,  which,  as  I  was  young,  I 
might  eafily  do  :  as  for  herfelf,  Ihe  fa  id,  her  age 
and  corpulency  rendered  all  attempts  of  that  fort 
rmpoiTible  ;  however,  Ihe  would  willingly  meet 
death,  if  Ihe  could  have  the  fatisfa&ion  of  feeing 
that  Ihe  was  not  the  occnfion  of  mine.  But  I  ab- 
folutcly  refufed  to  leave  her,  and  taking  her  by 
the  hand,  I  led  her  on  :  (lie  complied  with  great 
reluctance,  and  not  without  many  reproaches  to 
herfelf  for  retarding  my  flight.  The  allies  now 
began  to  fall  upon  us,  though  in  no  great  quan¬ 
tity.  I  turned  my  head,  and  obferved  behind  us 
a  thick  finoke,  which  came  rolling  after  us  like 
a  torrent.  I  propofed  while  we  had  yet  any  light, 
to  turn  out  of  the  high  road,  left  ihe  fnould  be 
prelTed  to  death  in  the  dark,  by  the  croud  that 
followed  us.  We  had  fcarcc  Hepped  out  of  the 
path,  when  darkmfs  overfpread  us,  not  like  that 
of  a  cloudy  night,  or  when  there  is  no  moon, 
but  of  a  room  when  it  is  fliut  up,  and  all  the 
lights  extinct.  Nothing  then  was  to  be  heard 
hut  the  fhrieks  of  women,  the  fcre:> ms  of  chil¬ 
dren,  and  the  cries  of  men  ;  fome  calling  for  their 
children. 
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children,  others  for  their  parents,  others  for  their 
hufbands,  a.id  only  diftinguifhing  each  other  by 
their  voices;  one  lamenting  his  own  fate,  another 
that  of  his  family  ;  fome  wifhing  to  die,  from  the 
very  fear  of  dying,  fome  lifting  their  hands  to  the 
gods  ;  but  the  greater  part  imagining  that  the  laft 
and  eternal  night  was  come,  whi.'h  was  to  de- 
ftroy  both  the  *  gods  and  the  world  together. 
Among  theie  there  were  Cmie  who  augmented  the 
real  terrors  by  imaginary  ones,  and  made  the 
frighted  multitude  falfely  believe  that  Mi  fen  uni 
was  actually  in  flames.  At  length  a  glimmering 
light  appeared,  which  we  imagined  to  be  rather 
the  f  n'eiunner  of  an  approaching  burft  of  flames, 
(as  in  truth  it  was),  than  the  return  of  day  :  how¬ 
ever,  the  fire  fell  at  a  diftance  from  us  :  then  a- 
gain  we  were  immerfod  in  thick  darknefs,  and  a 
heavy  fhower  of  afhes  rained  upon  u-»,  which  we 
were  obliged  e\ery  now  and  then  to  fhake  oft',  o- 
therwife  we  fhould  have  been  crufh-d  and  buried 
in  the  heap,  i  might  boaft,  that,  during  all  this 
feene  of  horror,  not  a  figh  or  expreflion  of  fear 
efcaped  from  me,  had  noc  my  fupport  be.-n  found¬ 
ed  in  that  miferabh,  though  ftrong  confolation, 
that  all  mankind  were  involved  in  the  fame  cala¬ 
mity,  and  that  I  imagined  1  was  perifliing  with 
the  world  icfelf.  At  laft,  this  dreadful  darknefs 
was  diflipated  bydegrets,  like  a  cloud  or  l'moke  ; 
the  real  day  returned,  and  even  the  fun  appeared, 
though  very  faintly,  and  as  when  an  ccliplc  is 
coming  on.  Every  obje£l  that  prefented  itfelf 
to  our  eyes  (which  were  extremely  weakened) 
fec-med  changed,  being  covered  over  with  white 

*  The  Stoic  and  Epicurean  pliilofophers  held,  that 
the  world  was  to  be  deftroyed  by  fire,  and  all  things 
fall  again  into  original  chaos  ;  not  excepting  even  the 
national  gods  themfclvcs  from  the  deftrudlion  of  this 
general  conflagration. 


afhes, 
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*  alhes,  as  with  a  deep  fnow.  We  returned  to 
Milenum,  where  we  refrelhed  ourfelves  as  well 
as  we  could,  and  palled  an  anxious  night  be¬ 
tween  hope  and  fear;  though,  indeed,  with  a 
much  larger  fhare  of  the  latter  :  for  rhe  earth¬ 
quake  ftill  continued,  while  fcvcral  cnthufiaflic 
people  ran  up  and  down  heightening  their  own 
and  their  friends  calamities  by  terrible  predictions. 
However,  iny  mother  and  I,  notwithftanding 
the  danger  we  had  palled,  and  that  which  ltd! 
threatened  us,  had  no  thoughts  of  leaving  the 
place,  till  we  fhould  receive  ibmc  account  from 

And  now  you  will  read  this,  narrative  with¬ 
out  any  view  of  inferring  it  in  your  hirtorv,  of 
which  it  is  by  no  means  worthy  ;  and  indeed  you 
muft  impute  it  to  your  own  requeft,  if  it  /hull 
appear  fcarce  to  delc-rvc  even  the  trouble  of  a  let¬ 
ter.  Farewell. 


Epiji.  XXI.  Pliny  to  Caninius. 


I  AM  one  of  thofe  who  admire  the  ancient:  : 

yet  1  ain  very  far  from  defpiling,  as  fome  «jf- 
fcQ.  to  do,  the  genius  of  the  moderns  :  nor  can 
I  fupptife,  that  uatme  in  thefe  latter  ages  is  ib 
worn  out,  as  to  be  incapable  of  any  valuable  pro¬ 
duction.  On  rhe-contrary,  I  have  lately  had  the 
pleasure  of  hearing  Verginitis  Roman  us  rc.vJ  to 
a  few  {elect  fiiends,  a  comedy  fo  juftiy  formed 
upon  the  plan  of  the  ancients,  that  it  may  on: 
day  ferve  itfelf  for  a  model.  I  know  not  whether 
he  is  in  the  number  of  your  acquaintance;  1  a:n 
ili re  at  leaft  he  deferves  to  be  io,  as  he  L  greatly 


*  Mr  Addifon  in  his  account  of  mount  Veftnio  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  air  of  the  place  is  ib  very  much  im¬ 
pregnated  with  faltpetre,  that  one  can  fcarce  find  a 
Tone  which  has  not  the  leaft  white  with  it.  Travel', 


Yrot.  I. 


diftmguifhed 
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diftinguilh.d  by  the  probity  <.f  his  manners,  the 
elegance  of  his  genius,  and  the  variety  of  his 
productions.  He  has  written  fomc  very  agree¬ 
able  pieces  of  the  burlJ'que  kind  in  lambics, 
with  much  delicacy,  wir,  and  humour,  and  1  will 
add  tco,  even  eloquence ;  for  every  fpecies  of 
competition  which  is  fimlhed  in  its  kind,  may 
with  propriety  be  termed  eloquent.  He  has  alio 
can  poled  forne  comedies  after  the  manner  of 
Menander  and  other  approved  authors  of  that 
age,  which  deferve  to  be  ranked  with  thofe  of 
Plautus  and  Terence.  He  has  now,  for  the  lirft 
time,  attempted  the  ancient  comedy,  but  in  fuch 
a  manner,  as  to  fhew  he  is  a  perfedl  mailer  in 
tills  way.  Strength,  msjefly,  and  delicacy,  foft- 
nefs,  poignancy,  and  wit,  are  the  graces  which 
thine  out  in  this  performance  with  full  luftre. 
He  rcpvelents  virtuous  characters  with  the  high- 
eft  diftintlion  of  honour,  at  the  fame  time  that 
he  ftigmatizes  vitious  ones  with  a  noble  indigna¬ 
tion  :  whenever  he  makes  ufj  of  feigned  names, 
it  is  with  great  propriety,  as  he  employs  real  ones 
with  much  juftnefs.  With  relpeic  only  to  my- 
ieif,  I  fltould  lay  h’e  has  erred  through  an  excels 
of  good-will,  if  I  did  not  know  that  fiction  is  the 
privilege  of  poets.  In  a  word,  1  will  infill  upon 
his  letting  me  have  the  copy,  that  I  may  fend  it 
to  you  for  your  perufal,  or  rather  that  you  may 
get  it  by  heart;  for  I  am  we’l  perfuaded  when 
you  have  once  taken  it  up,  you  will  not  eafiiy 
Say  it  afide.  Farewell. 

Epi/i.  XXII.  Puny  to  Tyro. 

A  Great  affair  has  lately  been  tranfafled  here, 
which  affects  all  who  Grail  hereafter  be 
appointed  governors  of  provinces,  .as  well  as 
every  man  who  too  incautioufiy  trulls  his  friends. 
Lull',  icur  Bruttianus  having  detected  his  lieutenant 
Montanos 
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Montanus  Atticinus  in  feveral  enormous  crimes, 
informed  the  emperor  of  them.  Atticimis,  on  th; 
other  hand,  added  to  his  guilt  by  commencing  a 
grounJlefs  profecution  again  fl  the  friend  ivhofc 
confidence  he  had  abused.  His  information  was 
received,  and  I  was  one  of  the  aiTeflbrs  at  this 
trial.  Both  parties  pleaded  their  own  caul"',  an  1 
in  a  fummary  way  confined  thcmfelves  cinfcly 
to  the  articles  of  the  charge  :  a  method  by 
much  the  fhortefl  of  difeoveriug  the  truth.  Brut- 
tianus,  as  a  proof  of  the  undelerv-.d  confidence 
he  had  sep.-.tVd  in  his  fri  n  1,  and  that  nothing 
but  absolute  neccflity  rcul.i  have  extorted  from 
him  this  complaint,  produced  his  vvi'l,  all  in  the 
lund- writing  of  Atticin  s.  He  then  proceeds  1 
to  open  tiia  charge,  and  clearly  proved  him  gail  • 
tv  of  the  mod  infamous  conduct.  Atticinus, 
at'ter  ionic  vain  efforts  to  juftify  himfclf,  retired  ; 
but  his  defence  appeared  as  weak,  as  his  acctda- 
tion  was  wicked.  It  was  proved,  that  he  had 
b:  ibed  a  Have  belonging  to  ihefecretary  of  firutti- 
anus,  and  by  that  means  got  into  his  po  fie  ill  on 
his  regiiTer-bock,  which  iie  crafed,  and  tlmu 
made  this  his  villanous  act  the  foundation  of  a 
charge  againft  Ills  friend.  The  emperor’s  con¬ 
duct  in  this  trial  was  extremely  noble :  wriiour. 
collecting  the  voices  with  rtfpedl  to  Brut;  is  nit', 
he  proceeded  immediately  to  take  them  rnly  in 
relation  to  Atii-  intts,  who  v.ms  accordinrdy  con¬ 
demned  to  hanifhinenr.  llrurt  cuius  v.*ns  acquit, 
led  not  only  with  a  very  ft;.’!  and  honourable  '.efii- 
monv  of  ;;i.  in:cgny,  hut  with  the  credit  uf 
having  behaved  in  this  affair  with  great  nn'.lu- 
t:on.  And  indeed,  after  having  vindicated  his 
own  character  in  few  words,  he  fiipport  d  his 
charge  agaitifi  Atticinus  with  much  fpirir,  and 
approved  hi  nr  ft  If  no  Ids  a  man  of  fortitude  than 
of  worth  and  hondhn  1  lend  van  this  account 
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government  you  have  obtained,  and  as  a  hint  to 
depend  upon  y  uirfelt  as  much  as  poffibie,  with¬ 
out  relying  too  far  upon  your  friends  ;  but  that 
you  may  be  well  afi'ured,  if  you  fltould  happen  to 
be  impaled  upon  in  the  execution  of  your  office 
(as  far  be  it  that  you  ever  IhoulJ),  you  will  rea¬ 
dily  meet  with  ft.iisfaclion  here.  However,  that 
you  may  Hand  in  no  need  of  it,  let  me  entreat 
you  to  exert  the  utrnoll  circumfpcdlion  of  your 
c'.vn  vigilance  ;  for  the  p!c  tfure  of  being  red  relied, 
n.cft  certainly  can  not  eompenfate  the  uneallnefs 
of  being  deceived.  Farewell. 

Erijl.  XXIII.  Pliny  to  Triarius. 


V/  Q\3  earnellly  defirc  me  to  be  an  advocate 
A  in  a  c-.ul’e  committed  to  your  care,  repu¬ 
table  in  iticif,  and  wherein  the  pleader  may  gain 
applaufe.  I  will  comply  with  your  requell,  but 
not  without  a  fee.  Is  it  poffibie,  you  will  fay, 
that  my  friend  Pliny  fnould  be  fo  mercenary  ?  In 
truth  it  is  ;  and  I  infill  upon  a  reward  which  will 
do  me  more  honour  than  the  moll  difinterelled 
patronage.  I  beg  of  you  then,  and  indeed  I  make 
it  a  previous  condition,  that  Cremutius  Rul'o  may 
be  joined  with  me  ns  cnunlel  in  this  caufe.  1  his 
it  a  praclio:  which  I  have  frequently  obferved 
with  refpcct  to  feverai  diftinguilhed  youths;  as  I 
take  inii.ntc  ple.if  ire  in  introducing  young  men 
of  merit  to  tne  bar,  and  aligning  them  over  to 
f  '.me.  Put  if  eve  r  I  owed  this  good  office  to  any 
man,  it  is  Certainly  to  Rufo,  not  only  upon  ac- 
c>  tint  of  hi;  family,  but  his  tender  affection  to 
me;  ar.u  it  w^uld  afford  me  a  veiy  fmgular  fatii- 
fr.clion  to  have  an  opportunity  of  feeing  him  draw 
the  attention  of  the  audience  in  the  lame  court 
and  the  {'ante  caufe  with  myfelf.  'Phis  I  now 
afk  as  an  obligation  to  me;  but  when  he  has 
pleaded  in  your  caufe,  you  will  efteem  it  as  a 
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favour  done  to  you  :  fi  r  I  will  be  anftverablc  that 
he  fhall  acquit  himfelfin  a  manner  equal  to  your 
withes,  as  well  as  to  my  hopes  and  the  import¬ 
ance  of  the  caufe.  He  is  a  youth  of  a  nioti  ex¬ 
cellent  difpofition,  and  when  once  I  fliall  have 
produced  his  merit,  we  fhall  ft  ion  fee  him  exert 
th.c  fame  generous  office  in  forwarding  that  of 
o’ Iters  ;  as  indeed  no  man  without  the  li.pport 
and  encouragement  of  friends,  and  hating  pro¬ 
per  opportunities  thrown  in  his  waj,  is  able  to 
1  if*  at  once  from  obfeuritv,  by  the  bright! ■  el's  of 
ins  own  u  nullified  genius. 

Epifl.  XXIV.  PriNY  to  Mackr. 

OF  how  much  importance  to  an  a£tion  is  the 
ftation  of  the  peribn  who  performs  it  ! 
For  the  very  fame  cnmlinl  fh.'.ll  be  either  great¬ 
ly  magnified,  or  entirely  overlooked,  as  it  happens 
to  price  id  from  a  perltin  of  oor.fpicuous  or  ob- 
f.-me  rank.  I  was  failing  lately  upon  our  lnkA 
with  an  old  man  of  my  acquaintaince,  who  de- 
fi re J  me  to  obferve  a  villa  itutated  upon  its  barks, 
which  l  ad  a  chamber  hanging  over  the  water. 
From  that  toont,  laid  he,  a  woman  of  our  city 
threw  hcrilif  and  her  hufband.  Upon  inquiring 
into  the  caufe,  he  informed  me,  “  That  her 
“  hufband  having  been  long  affiiiSted  with  an 
i!  ulcer  in  thofe  parts  which  modefty  conceals, 
“  fhe  prevailed,  with  him  at  laft  to  let  her  infpcaSt 
“  the  lore,  alluring  him  at  the  fame  time,  that 
“  fhe  would  moft  ftneerely  give  her  opinion 
£t  whether  there  was  a  poinbility  of  its  being  cu- 
red.  Accordingly,  upon  viewing  the  ulcer,  fhe 
“  found  there  was  no  hopes,  and  therefore  advi- 
“  fed  him  to  put  an  end.  to  his  life  :  to  which  fhe 
“  not  only  >  neon  raged  him  by  her  example,  but 
“  was  actually  the  means  of  his  death  ;  for  tying 
“  herfUfto  her  hufband,  file  plunged  with  him  in- 
U  3  “  to 
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“  to  the  lake.”  Though  this  happened  in  the  very 
city  where  1  w:.s  born,  l  never  heard  it  mentioned 
before ;  and  yet  that  this  action  is  kfs  taken  notice 
of  than  that  famous  one  of  Arria’s  *,  is  not  be- 
t.v.ufc  it  was  lei's  remarkable,  but  becaufe  the  per- 
f>n  who  performed  it  was  more  obfeure.  rare- 


Epijl.  XXV.  Pliny  to  Hisfanus. 

YOU  wiite  me,  that  Robuftus,  a  Roman 
knight  of  great  diftinction,  undertook  a 
journey,  in  company  with  my  friend  Attilius 
bcaurus,  as  far  as  Ocriculum,  fmee  which  time 
he  ha3  never  been  heard  of.  In  compliance, 
therefore,  with  your  defire,  I  fhall  fend  for  Scati- 
rus,  in  order  to  fee  if  he  can  give  us  any  light  in 
facing  him  out;  though  I  fear,  indeed,  it  will  be 
n  no  purpoie.  I  fulpe£l  an  accident  of  the  fame 
unaccountable  kind  ha3  attended  Robuftus,  as 
formerly  happened  to  my  tovvnfman  Metilius 
Crifpus.  I  procured  a  company  for  him  in  the 
army,  and  gave  him  when  he  fet  out  40,000  fe- 
fterces  for  his  equipage :  but  I  never  received 
any  letter  from  him  afterwards,  or  could  learn 
what  became  of  him.  Whether  he  was  murder¬ 
ed  by  his  fervants,  or  together  with  them,  is  un¬ 
certain  ;  however,  neither  he  nor  they  ever  appear¬ 
ed  mere.  I  wifti  we  may  not  find  it  thus  with 
refpccl  to  Robuftus;  nevei thelefs  I  {hall  fend  for 
Scaurus.  1  cannot  refufe  this  either  to  your 
generous  requeft,  or  the  very  laudable  entreaties 
of  that  mo  ft  excellent  youth  his  fon,  who  dif- 
covers  as  much  good  fenfe  in  the  method,  as  he 
does  filial  affe&ion  in  the  zeal  of  his  inquiry  : 
and  may  v/c  have  the  fame  fuccefs  in  finding  his 
father,  as  he  has  had  in  difeovering  the  perfon 
that  accompanied  him!  Farewell. 

*  See  an  account  of  her,  b.  3.  let.  16. 

Epyh 
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Epifi.  XXVI.  Pliny  to  Servianus. 

I  Rejoice,  and  congratulate  you,  tliat  you  defisrr 
your  daughter  for  Fufcus  Salinator.  His  fa¬ 
mily  is  patrician,  his  father  is  in  high  reputation; 
his  mother  is  held  in  equal  efteem.  As  for  hini- 
frlf,  he  is  fludious,  learned,  anJ  eloquent,  and, 
with  all  the  innocence-  of  a  child,  unites  the 
fprighdinefs  of  youth  to  the  wifdom  of  age.  I 
am  not,  believe  me,  deceived  by  my  affection, 
when  L  give  him  this  character  ;  for  though  I 
lovehim,  I  conftfs,  beyond  meal’ure,  (as  his  friend- 
fhip.  and  efleem  for  me  well  deferve),  yet  partia¬ 
lity  has  no  fhare  in  my  judgment;  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  the  ftronger  my  fondnefs  of  him  is,  the 
more  rigorcufly  I  weigh  his  merit.  I  will  ven¬ 
ture  then  to  allure  you  (and  I  fpeak  it  upon  my 
own  experience)  you  could  not  have  formed  to 
your  wifh  a  more  accomplilhed  fon-in-law.  May 
he  foon  prefent  you  with  a  grandlon,  who  {hall 
be  the  exadt  copy  of  his  father!  and  with  what 
pleafure  fhall  I  receive  from  the  arms  of  two  fuel* 
friends  their  children  or  grandchildren,  whom  I 
fhall  claim  a  fort  of  right  to  embrace  as  my  own  ! 
Farewell. 

Epjl.  XXVII.  Pliny  to  Severus. 

YOU  defire  me,  as  you  are  appointed  conful 
eletfl  *,  to  confider  in  what  manner  you 

•  The  confuls,  though  they  were  chofen  in  Auguft, 
did  notenter  upon  their  office  till  the  firll  of  January  ; 
during  which  interval  they  were  ftyled  Confutes  de- 
Jtgnati,  confuls  e!e£L  It  was  ufual  for  them  upon 
that  occafion  to  compliment  the  emperor;  by  whofc 
appointment,  after  the  diflolution  of  the  republican 
government,  they  were  chofcn. 


arc 
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are  to  frame  the  fpeech  which  you  intend  in  ho¬ 
nour  of  the  emperor.  It  is  much  eafier,  amid  ft 
that  variety  of  topics  which  the  virtues  of  this 
illuftrious  prince  abundantly  fupply,  to  find  ma¬ 
terials  for  encomium,  than  to  lelo-It  them.  How¬ 
ever,  I  will  fend  you  my  fentiments,  or  (what  I 
rather  chufe)  1  will  give  them  to  you  in  perfon, 
after  having  laid  before  you  the  di.ficuities  which 
occur  to  me.  I  am  doubtful  then  whether  I 
fhoulcl  advife  you  to  purfuc  the  method,  which 
I  obferveJ  myfelf  on  the  fame  occafton.  When 
1  was  conful  elect,  l  avoided  running  into  the 
ufual  ftrain  of  compliment,  which  however  far 
(as  far  certainly  it  would  have  been)  from  adu¬ 
lation,  might  yet  bear  the  femblance  of  it.  Not 
that  l  affedted  an  uncommon  fpiric  of  freedom  ; 
but  as  well  knowing  the  fentiments  of  our  ami¬ 
able  piince,  and  being  thoroughly  perfuaded,  that 
the  higheft  praife  I  could  offer  to  him,  would  be 
to  (hew  the  world  I  was  under  no  necefiity  of 
paying  him  any.  When  I  reflected  what  pro- 
jufxnn  of  honours  had  been  heaped  upon  the  vc;  y 
won't  of  his  predeceflors,  nothing,  I  imagined, 
could  more  diftinguifh  a  prince  of  his  real’virtues, 
from  thofe  infamous  emperors,  than  to  addrel- 
him  in  a  different  manner.  And  this  1  thought 
proper  to  obierve  in  my  fpeech,  left  it  might  be 
llilpedted  I  palled  over  his  glorious  a£ts,  not  our. 
of  judgment,,  but  inattention.  Such  was  the 
method  I  ‘then  obferved ;  but  1  am  fenfible  the 
fame  meafures  are  neither  agreeable,  nor  indeed 
fuitable  to  all  alike.  Befides  the  propriety  of  do¬ 
ing  or  omitting  a  thing  depends  not  only  upon 
perfons,  but  time  and  circumftances  ;  and  as  the 
late  actions  of  our  illuftrious  prince  afford  mate¬ 
rials  for  paneygric,  no  lefs  juft  than  recent  and 
magnificent,  I  doubt  (as  I  faid  before)  whether 
I  Ihould  perfuade  you  to  act  in  this  cafe  as  I  did 
myfelf.  In  this,  however,  I  am  clear,  that  it 
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was  proper  to  offer  to  your  confideration  the  plan 
I  purl'ucd.  Farewell. 

Epijl.  XXVIII.  Pliny  to  Quadratus, 

I  AM  not  unacquainted  with  the  reafon  that 
prevented  your  attending  my  arrival  in  Cam¬ 
pania.  But  abfent  as  you  were,  might  1  have 
judged  by  the  vaft  quantity  of  provifions  of  all 
forts  with  which  I  was  fupplied  by  your  orders, 

I  fliould  have  imagined  you  had  conveyed  your- 
felf  hither  with  your  whole  pofi’eflions.  I  mu  ft 
own  I  was  fo  arrant  a  clown,  as  to  take  all  that 
was  offered  me ;  however,  it  was  in  compliance 
with  the  felicitations  of  your  people,  and  fearing 
you  would  chide  both  them  and  me  if  I  refuted. 
But  for  the  future,  if  you  will  not  obferve  fome 
meafure,  I  muft.  And  accordingly  I  allured  your 
fervants,  if  ever  they  were  thus  profulc  in  their 
bounty  to  me  again,  I  would  ablblutely  return 
the  whole.  You  will  tell  me,  I  know,  that 
I  ought  to  confider  every  thing  belonging  to  you, 
as  entirely  mine.  I  am  extremely  fcnfible  of 
that ;  and  therefore  I  would  ufe  them  with  the 
fame  moderation  as  my  own.  Farewell. 

Epijl.  XXIX.  Pliny  to  Quadratics. 

A  Vidius  Quietus,  who  loved  me  with  a  lingu¬ 
lar  affection,  and  (which  gave  me  equal 
pic.-.liire)  approved  of  my  conduct,  ufed  frequent¬ 
ly  to  repeat  this  maxim,  among  others,,  of  Thra- 
(ea’s,  with  whom  he  was  intimately  acquainted  ; 
That  “  there,  are  three  forts  of  caufes  which  we 
“  ought  to  undertake;  thole  cf  our  friends,  thole 
“  of  the  deierted,  and  th;  le -which  tend  to  public 
“  example.”  The  realbn  we  Ihould  engage  in 
the  caule  of  our  friends  requires  no  explanation  ; 
but  the  deierted  have  a  claim  to.  our  affillaRce, 
bccaulb 
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becaufe  it  fhews  a  ref  lute  and  generous  mind  ; 
as  we  ought  to  rife  in  the  caufe  where  example 
is  concerned,  fince  it  is  of  the  lad  conlcqucnce 
whether  a  good  or  evil  one  prevails.  To  which 
I  wiil  add  (.perhaps  in  the  ipiri;  of  amhition,  how¬ 
ever  I  will  add)  thoi'e  of  the  Iplendid  and  illu- 
ftrious  kind.  For  it  is  rcai’onahle,  nodonbr,  foine- 
times  to  plead  the  caufe  of  glory  and  fame,  or  in 
other  words  one’s  o.vn.  I'hcfc  are  the  limits 
(fince  you  a  fit  my  lentiments)  I  would  preferihe 
to  a  perfon  of  your  dignity  and  moderation. 
Practice,  l  know,  is  Generally  efteemed,  and  in- 
truth  is,  the  bed  guide  in  the  art  of  pleading.  I 
have  feen  many  who  with  (mail  genius  and  no 
erudition  have,  merely  by  that  lmglc  means, 
arrived  to  a  good  proficiency.  Nevcrtheicfs,  the 
obfervation  of  Pollio,  or  at  lead  what  ufually 
pafles  for  his,  I  have  found  by  experience  to  be 
moil  true  :  “  A  good  addrefs  at  the  bar,”  faid  he, 
“  occafioncd  me  much  practice ;  and,  on  the 
“  other  hand,  much  practice  fpoiled  my  ad- 
“  drefs.”  The  reafon  is,  by  too  frequent  a  re¬ 
petition  it  becomes  rather  a  habit  than  a  talent, 
and  degenerates  into  a  rafh  affurance,  rather  than 
fettles  into  a  juft  confidence.  Accordingly  we 
fee  that  the  great  modefty  of  Ifocratcs,  which,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  weakneia  of  his  voice,  prevented 
his  appearing  in  public,  did  not  by  any  means 
obftrucb  his  attaining  the  character  of  a  confurr.  • 
mate  orator.  Let  me  farther  advife  you,  to  read 
and  write,  and  meditate  much,  that  you  may  be 
able  to  fpeak  whenever  you  chufe  ;  and  you 
never  will  chufe  it,  I  well  know,  but  when  you 
ought.  That  at  leaft  L  the  reftriction  1  lai.l 
down  to  myfelf.  I  have  fometimes  indeed  plead¬ 
ed,  not  fo  much  from  the  fingle  motive  of  rea¬ 
fon,  as  neceffity,  (which,  however,  is  the  fame 
thing),  having  on  fome  occafions  been  appointed 
Counftl  by  order  of  the  fenite  ;  but  it  was  in  cafes 
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which  fell  within  Thrafea’s  third  rule,  that  is, 
of  the  exemplary  kind.  1  was  advocate  for  the 
prov  ince  of  Bcetica,  againft  Barbius  Mafia  ;  where 
the  queilion  being,  whether  they  fhould  be  al¬ 
lowed  to  profecute  him,  it  palled  in  the  affirma¬ 
tive.  1  appeared  for  them  a  fecond  time  againft 
Ca-cilius  Clafficus,  and  the  point  in  debate  was, 
whether  the  provincial  officers  who  acted  under 
him  in  his  proconfulfhip,  fhould-  be  deemed  ac¬ 
complices  with  him?  It  was  determined  they 
fhould  ;  and  they  were  punifhed  accordingly.  I 
was  counfel  againft  M.nius  Prifcus,  who  having 
been  convicted  of  bribery,  endeavoured  to  take 
advantage  of  the  lenity  of  the  law  in  that  cafe, 
the  penalty  of  which  was  by  no  means  adequate 
to  his  enormous  guilt :  but  he  was  fentenced  to 
banifhment.  1  defended  Julius  Bafi'us  in  an  affair 
in  which  he  aiSted  imprud.ntly,  it  is  true,  but 
not  in  the  leaft  with  any  ill  intention  :  the  matter 
was  referred  to  the  ordinary  judges,  and  he  was 
peimitted  in  the  mean  while  to  retain  his  feat  in 
the  fenate.  1  pleaded  likewife  not  long  ftnee, 
on  behalf  of  Varenus,  who  petitioned  for  leave 
to  examine  witneftes  on  his  pait;  which  was 
granted  him.  And  now  1  will  only  wifh,  that  I 
may,  for  the  future,  have  fuch  caufes  injoined 
me  by  authority,  in  which  it  will  become  me  to 
appear  by  choice.  Farewell. 


Epijl.  XXX.  Pliny  to  Fabatus. 

I  AM  under  an  obligation,  moil  certainly,  to 
celebrate  your  birthday  as  my  own,  fince  all 
the  happincls  of  mine  ariles  from  yours,  to  whole 
care  and  diligence  it  is  owing,  that  1  am  cheerful 
in  town  and  eafy  in  the  country. — Your  Cainillian 
villa  in  Campania  has  fuflered  by  the  injuries  of 
time,  and  is  falling  into  decay;  however,  the 
moft  valuable  parts  of  the  building  either  remain 
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entire,  or  are  but  flightly  damaged,  and  it  fhall 
be  mv  care  to  fee  it  put  into  thorough  repair. — 
Though  I  flatter  mylelf  I  have  many  friends,  yet 
fcarce  any,  1  doubt,  of  the  fort  you  inquire  after, 
and  which  the  affair  you  mention  demands.  All 
mine  lie  among  thole  vvhofe  employments  engage 
them  in  town  ;  whereas  the  conduct  of  country- 
buiinefs  requires  a  perfon  of  a  rough  caft,  and 
enured  to  labour,  who  will  not  look  upon  the  of¬ 
fice  as  mean,  and  can  fubmit  to  a  folitary  life. 
The  opinion  you  have  of  Rufus  is  fuitable  to 
one,  diitinguifticd  as  he  was,  by  the  friendfhip  of 
your  fon,  but  what  fervice  he  can  be  of  to  us  up¬ 
on  this  occalion,  1  know  not;  though  I  am  well 
perfuaded,  he  will  rejoice  to  have  it  in  his  power 
to  do  us  any.  Farewell. 

Epiji.  XXXI.  Puny  to  Corkelianus. 

TJ  Aving  been  lately  fummoned  by  Ctefar  as  one 
1  j  of  his  afleffors  toCentumccllae  (as  it  is  now 
called),  1  received  the  moft  exquilite  entertain¬ 
ment  there.  Could  anything  indeed  afford  a  higher 
pleafure,  than  to  fee  the  emperor  cxerciiing  his 
jutfice,  his  wifdom,  and  his  affability,  even  in 
retirement,  where  thofe  virtues  are  moft  obfer- 
vable  ?  Various  were  the  points  brought  in  judg¬ 
ment  before  him,  and  which  proved,  in  io  many 
different  inllancis,  the  great  abilities  of  the  judge. 
The  c.tule  of  Claudius  Arifcon  came  on  firft. 
He  is  an  Ephefian  nobleman,  of  great  munificence 
and  unambitious  popularity,  wnole  virtues  ha¬ 
ving  rendered  him  obnoxious  to  a  let  of  people 
of  far  different  characters,  they  had  fpirited  up  an 
informer  againit  him,  of  the  fame  infamous  ftamp 
with  themfelves ;  but  he  was  honourably  acquit¬ 
ted.  The  next  day,  the  caule  of  Gallita,  accufed 
of  adultery,  was  determined.  Her  hufband,  who 
%  a  military  tribune,  was  upon  the  point  of  offer- 
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ing  himfclf  as  a  candidate  for  certain  honours  at 
Rome,  but  flic  had  d'.fgraced  both  him  and  her- 
ielf  by  an  intrigue  with  a  centurion.  The  hui- 
band  informed  the  cor. ful's  lieutenant,  who 
wrote  to  the  emperor  concerning  it.  Caefar, 
having  examined  the  proofs,  broke  the  centurion, 
and  feutenced  him  to  bauifhmc  it.  It  remained 
that  feme  punifhir.ent  fhoud  be  inflicted  likewi.'e 
upon  the  ot'ner  party,  as  it  is  a  crime  of  which 
both  muit  ncceifarily  be  equally  guilty.  But  the 
hufh.ind’s  a  flection  for  his  wife  inclined  him  to 
drop  that  pait  of  the  profecution,  not  without 
fume  fufpicion  of  connivance;  for  he  continued 
to  live  with  her  even  after  he  had  commenced 
this  profecution,  contenting  himfeJf,  it  fhuuld 
teem,  with  having  removed  his  rival.  But  ho 
v.-as  ordered  to  proceed  in  thefuic:  which  though 
he  did  with  great  reluctance,  it  was  neceil’irv, 
however,  fhe  iv.ouM  l-c  condemned.  And  fie 
accordingly  wa-,  being  given  up  to  the  punifli- 
ment  directed  by  the  Julian  law.  The  emperor; 
thought  proper  to  fpecify,  in  his  decree,  the  name 
and  office  of  the  centurion,  that  it  mi;: hi  appear 
he  palled  it  in  virtue  of  military  dtfcipline  ;  kfl  it 
fhuuld  he  imagined  he  claimed  a  particular  cog- 
n'fioce  in  every  ca’.'.a  of  ihe  fame  nature.  The 
third  day  was  employed  in  examining  in  n  an 
affair  winch  had  occafioned  much  and  various 
(peculation;  it  was  concering  the  will  of  Jidius 
Tiro,  part  of  which  was  nlainly  genuine,  the 
other  part,  it  was  faid,  was  forced.  The  pet- 
funs  accufed  of  this  fraud  were  Sempronius  Se- 
necio,  a  Roman  knigli’-,  and  Eiirythmu?,  Cielar’s 
fieedman  and  procurator.  The  heirs  jomt.'y 
petitioned  the  emperor,  when  he  was  in  Dacia, 
that  he  would  referve  to  Hindi- if  the  ttial  of  tliis 
caule  ;  to  which  he  accordingly  contented.  At 
his  return  from  that  expedition,  he  appointed  a 
day  for  the  hearing  ;  and  when  loi.'.e  cf  the  heirs, 
Vol.  1.  X  as 
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as  in  refpect  to  EurythiTius,  offered  to  withdraw 
the  fuit,  the  emperor  nobly  replied.  He  is  not 
P  olydetus,  nor  am  I  Hero.  However,  >.e  indulged 
the  petitioners  with  an  adjournment,  and  the 
time  being  expired,  he  now  fat  to  h-ar  the  cau'e. 
Two  of  the  heirs  appeared,  and  defned,  that 
cither  their  whole  number  might  bo  compelled 
to  plead,  as  they  had  all  joined  in  the  informa¬ 
tion,  or  that  they  alfo  might  have  leave  to  delifl. 
Ctel’ar  {poke  with  great  wifdom  and  moderation  ; 
an  1  when  the  counfel  on  the  part  of  Senccio  and 
Eurythmus  laid,  that  unlefs  their  clients  were 
heard,  they  would  remain  under  the  fulpicion  of 
guilt.  I  ms  not  concerned,  faid  the  emperor,  whit 
fujpicions  they  may  lie  under,  it  is  l  that  am  fit- 
f peeled  \  and  then  turning  to  us,  Advifc  me,  faid  he, 
Of  vj  to  a£i  in  this  affair ,  for  you  fee  they  complain 
that  1  do  not  give  them  leave  to  xvitkdraui  their  fuit. 
At  length,  by  the  advice  of  the  council,  he  or¬ 
dered  notice  to  be  given  to  the  heirs,  that  they 
ilaojld  either  go  on  with  the  caufe,  or  each  of 
them  jufiiify  their  rcalbns  for  not  doing  fo  ;  other- 
wife  that  he  would  pafs  fentence  upon  them  as 
calumniators.  Thus  you  fee  how  uftfully  and 
ferioufly  we  {pent  our  time,  which  however  was 
intermixed  with  diveiflons  cf  the  rnuft  agreeable 
kind.  We  were  every  day  invited  to  Ca fat’s 
table,  which,  for  fo  great  a  prince,  was  fpread 
with  much  plainnefs  and  fimplicity.  There  we 
were  either  entertained  with  interludes,  or  pair¬ 
ed  the  night  in  the  meft  pleafing  convsrfation. 
When  we  took  our  leave  of  him  the  laft  day,  he 
made  each  of  us  prefer) ts ;  fo  ftudious  is  he  to 
exert  the  benevolence  of  his  temper  upon  all  oc- 
cafions  !  As  for  my  felt,  I  was  not  only  charmed 
with  the  dignity  and  wifdom  of  the  judge,  the 
honour  done  to  the  aflefifors,  the  eafe  and  unre- 
ferved  freedom  of  the- converfation,  but  with  the 
agreeable  lituation  cf  the  place.  This  delightful 
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villa  is  furroundi.d  by  the  moft  verdant  meadows, 
an.!  commands  a  fine  view  of  the  fca,  which 
forms  irfelf  here  into  a  f;  acicms  ha, boar,  in  the 
figure  of  an  amphitheatre.  The  left  hand  of  this 
port  is  defended  by  exceeding  lining  works,  nr 
they  are  now  actual!)’  employed  in  cairying o. t 
the  fame  on  the  oppolitc  fide.  An  artificial  iiland, 
which  i ;  rifi.ig  in  the  month  of  the  harboui , 
will  break,  the  force  of  the  wave',  and  afford  a 
fafe  pa  (face  to  ihips  on  etch  fide.  In  order  for 
the  conllruction  of  this  wonderful  inllance  of 
art,  itono  of  a  mod  enorm  -us  fixe  are  tranlport- 
t-d  hither  in  a  fort  of  pontoons,  and  being  thrown 
one  upon  the  other,  arc  fixed  by  their  own  weigh' , 
gradu.iKy  accumulating  in  the  manner,  as  it  wer  ■, 
of  a  find  bank.  It  alitadv  lifts  its  rockv  back 
above  the  oa.tn,  while  tne  wares  which  beat 
upon  it,  bring  toiled  to  an  immenfe  height,  foam 
with  a  prodigious  noifa,  and  whiten  all  the  lor 
round.  T o  thefe  Hones  are  adJcd  large  piles 
which  in  time  will  give  it  the  appearance  of  a 
natural  ifland.  This  haven  is  to  be  called  by  the 
name  of  its  great  author,  and  will  prove  of  in¬ 
finite  benefit,  by  affording  a  very  lecure  retreat 
to  fhips  on  that  extenfivc  at;  1  danger  jus  co.dl. 
Farewell. 


Ff  i.lL  XXXII.  P Lit IV  to  Qg'INTIMAN  . 

/Hp  Hough  you  are  ext reir civ  model ate  in  yo-.ir 
JL  defiles,  .md  htne  bellowed  an  education 
on  your  dunghtwr  '  fuiiai  le  to  your  own  charachr, 
and 

This  letter  has  been  generally  fuppofed  to  be  acl- 
drefltd  to  the  famous  Quinfiilis.il,  author  of  that  ex¬ 
cellent  treatife  upon  cnitrrv,  which  is  llill  extant. 
But  there  are  very  ltrcng  je.ifons  to  believe,  that 
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and  that  of  Tutilius  her  grandfather  ;  yet  as  (he 
is  going  to  be  married  to  a  peif  n  of  Co  great  dif- 
tinction  as  Nor.ius  Cc’cr,  whole  ftation  requires 
a  certain  iplcndour  of  living,  it  will  be  neceflary 
to  confider  the  rank  of  her  hufband  in  her  cloaths 
ar.vl  equipage  :  circuirillunces  which  though  they 
do  not  augment  our  real  dignity,  yet  certainly 
adorn  and  grace  it.  But  as  1  am  fcnftb'e  your 
hritmc  is  not  equal  to  the  greatnefs  of  your  mind, 

I  claim  to  rryf'll'a  part  o'  your  expenfc,  and,  like 
another  father,  present  the  young  lady  with  fifty 
thou  find  f-fterces.  The  fum  fhould  be  larger, 
but  that  I  am  well  perfuaded  the  fmalncfs  of  the 
prefent  is  the  only  cc  niideration  that  can  pre¬ 
vail  with  y-uur  modeffy  not  to  refufe  it.  Fare¬ 
well. 

drefled  to  another  perfon  of  the  lame  name.  Qui'nc- 
tilian  in  the  opening  of  his  fixth  b.  de  Injf.  Ornt.  takes 
occafion  to  mention  his  family,  where  he  is  lament¬ 
ing  to  his  friend  Vi&orius  the  lofs  of  his  eldell  fon, 
which  had  juft  then  happened.  He  takes  notice  at 
the  fame  time  of  the  deaths  of  his  wife  and  younger 
fon;  and,  after  feme  very  pathetic  retiettions,  defes 
the  whole  with  this  obfervation  :  Nos  m;fcri ,  j\ ut  fa- 

aliis  rcunjuem.ts.  This  preface  may" be  confiJcred 
then  as  h:.s  domeftic  hiftoiv.  But  he  dees  not  give 
the  lead  hint  of  a  daughter:  which  feems  difficult  to 
be  accounted  lor  upon  any  other  rcafon  than  that  he 
never  had  one.  For  iffhe  was  dead,  it  is  highly  na¬ 
tural  to  imagine  he  would  have  depiored  the  lofs  of 
her  among  that  of  the  reft  of  his  children.  If  (he  was 
living,  how  could  he  lament  the  neceffity  of  leaving 
his  patrimony  to  fuangers  ?  or  if  file  was  unworthy 
of  his  tendernefs,  why  does  he  not  complain  of  that 
unhappinefs  among  his  other  misfortunes?  Vid.  Tra¬ 
ded.  de  Quindl.  par  1’  Abbe  Gedovn,  in  the  preface. 
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Epifi.  XXXIII.  Pliny  to  Romanos. 

/iTVn y,  lays  Vulcan,  cretfe  your  works  begun, 
u -*  Tuns  whether  you  are  engaged  in  reading 
or  writing*  away  with  vnur  books  and  papas, 
and  take  up  m)'  divine  oration,  as  thole  Cyclops 
did  the  arms  c  f  ./Eneas.  Now  tell  me,  could  I 
introduce  my  fpecc'n  to  you  with  an  air  of  mere 
alturance?  But  in  goal  earned,  I  put  it  into 
votir  hands  as  the  bed  of  my  performances  *  ;  for 
it  is  myl'elf  only  that  I  pretend  ro  rival.  It  was 
ipolcen  in  defence'  of  Acci a  Variola  ;  and  the  dig¬ 
nity  of  the  perfon  intciefied  in  it,  the  fingularity 
of  the  occafion,  together  with  the  majefty  of  the 
tribunal,  confpire  to  render  it  extremely  remark¬ 
able.  Figure  to  yourfeif  a  lady  ennobled  not  on¬ 
ly  by  her  birth,  but  her  marriage  to  a  perfon  of 
praetorian  rank,  difinherired  by  her  father,  and 
fuing  for  her  patrimony  in  the  centumviral  couif, 
within  eleven  days  after  this  old  man,  feized  with 
a  fit  of  love  when  he  was  fourfeore  years  of  age, 
had  brought  home  a  mother-in-law  to  his  daugh¬ 
ter.  Imagine  the  folemnity  of  a  court  of  juftice, 
compofed  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  judges,  (for 
that  is  the  number  of  which  it  conuds)  ;  friends 
innumerable  attended  on  both  parties  ;  the  bench¬ 
es  infinitely  thronged,  and  a  deep  circle  of  peo¬ 
ple  encompr.ffing  the  judges,  at  the  fame  time 
that  numbers  pi elled  round  the  tribunal;  even 
the  very  galleries  lined  with  men  and  women, 
hanging  over  with  the  greateft  earneftnefs,  (who 
though  they  might  lee  tolerably  w'ell,  it  was  fcarce 
poffible  for  them  to  hear  a  word)  ;  reprefent  to 
yourfeif,  in  Ihort,  fathers,  daughters,  and  mo- 

*  Sidonius  Apollinaris  lays,  that  Pliny  acquired 
more  honour  by  this  fpeech,  even  than  by  his  incom¬ 
parable  panegyric  upon  Trajan. 
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thcrs- in-law,  all  deeply  ir.terefting  thcmfelvcs  in 
the  event  of  this  important  trial.  The  lentim^n  s 
of  the  judges  were  divided,  two  of  the  courts  be¬ 
ing  for  us,  and  two  againfl  us.  It  is  fomething  re¬ 
markable,  that  the  larre  quclUon  debated  before 
the  fame  judges,  and  pleaded  by  the  i'or.e  advo¬ 
cate*,  and  at  the  fame  lime,  fhould  happen  to  re¬ 
ceive  fo  different  a  decift'.n,  that  one  would  al- 
iTU.lt  imagine  it  was  more  than  accident.  How¬ 
ever,  in  the  final  event,  the  mother- in-law,  v.-ho 
claimed  under  the  wiil  a  iixth  part  of  the  inheri- 

cludcd  his  pretenfirns  ;  who  though  he  was  dif- 
inheiited  by  Ivs  father,  without  daring  to  vindi¬ 
cate  his  own  patrimony,  h  .d  yet  the  lingular 
furancc  to  demand  th~t  of  another.  1  have  been 
thus  particular  in  giving  you  a  dctJl  of  the  cii- 
cumllances  which  attended  this  cauls,  not  only 
that  my  letter  might  inform  you  of  what  you 
could  not  learn  ty  my  fpeech. ;  but  alfo  (i’or  I 
will  honeftly  own  the  artifice)  in  order  to  your 
reading  it  with  more  pleafurc,  by  being  thus  in¬ 
troduced,  as  it  were,  into  the  audience.  And 
extenfive  as  this  pleading  is,  I  do  not  defpair  of 
its  recommending  i'f.lf  to  you,  as  much  as  if  it 
had  the  grace  of  brevity.  The  abund.aice  of 
matter,  the  juft  order  in  which  it  is  placed,  the 
little  narrations  that  are  dills ibuced  throughout1, 
together  with  the  variety  of  the  ftyle,  will  al¬ 
ways  give  it  an  air  of  novelty.  I  will  even  ven¬ 
ture  to  fay  to  you  (whit  I  durft  not  to  ary  one 
elle),  thatafpiric  of  great  fire  and  fublimitv  breaks 
out  in  many  parts  of  ir,  at  the  fame  time  that  in 
others  it  is  wi ought  up  with  much  delicacy  and 
clofenefs  of rcafoiiing.  I  was  frequently  obliged 

*  This  Suberinus  (the  commentators  fuppofe)  was 
fon  to  the  woman  whom  Accia’s  father  had  married 
in  his  old  age. 
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to  intermix  dry  computations  with  the  elevated 
and  pathetic,  and  to  defeend  from  the  orator  al- 
mnft  to  the  accountant  ;  fo  that  you  will  fOme- 
tkncs  imagine  the  fccne  was  changed  from  the 
folemnity  of  the  centumviral  tribunal,  to  that  of 
a  private  and  inferior  one.  I  gave  a  loofe  to  my 
indignation,  my  refentmcnt,  and  my  t  ompaflion  ; 
and,  in  fleering  through  this  illuflrious  caufe,  was 
governed  bv  turns  with  every  varying  guft  of  the 
painons.  In  a  word,  my  particular  friends  look 
upon  this  fpcech  (and  I  will  venture  to  repeat  it 
again)  as  my  belt  performance,  efteeming  it  the 
*  Cteiiphon  of  my  orations  :  whether  with  rea- 
fon  or  not,  you  will  eafilv  judge,  who  have  them 
all  f.»  perfectly  in  your  memory,  as  to  be  able, 
while  you  are  reading  this,  to  compare  it  with  my 
former,  without  the  trouble  of  turning  to  them. 
Farewell. 


E pi/1.  XXX IV.  Pliny  to  Maximus. 

YOU  adted  right  in  promifing  an  entertain¬ 
ment  of  gladiators  to  our  good  friends  the 
citizens  of  Verona,  not  only  as  they  have  long 
fince  diflinguiftied  you  with  their  peculiar  efteem 
and  veneration  ;  but  as  it  was  from  thence  alfo 
you  received  that  amiable  object  of  your  moft 
tender  aft’edtion,  your  late  excellent  wife.  And 
iince  you  owed  fome  monument  or  public  flievv 
to  her  memory,  what  other  fpedtacle  could  you 
have  exhibited  more  proper  to  the  f  occafion  ? 

befides, 

*  An  oration  of  Demofthenes  in  defence  of  Ctefi- 
phon,  elleemed  the  bell  of  that  noble  orator’s 

fneeches. 

f  It  was  an  opinion  which  unhappily  prevailed 
in  the  ancient  Pagan  world,  that  the  ghofts  of  the 
deceafed  were  rendered  propitious  by  human  blood.' 

This 
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befides,  you  were  fo  unanimouily  prcflcd  to  do  fo, 
that  to  have  refuted,  would  have  had  the  appear¬ 
ance  rather  of  obftinacy  than  refolution.  The 
readinefs  with  which  you  granted  this  requeft,and 
the  *  magnificent  manner  in  which  you  perform¬ 
ed  it,  is  much  to  your  honour  ;  for  a  greatnels  of 
foul  is  feen  in  thefe  fmaller  inftanccs,  as  well  as 
in  matters  of  higher  moment.  I  am  forry  the 
African  panthers,  which  you  had  largely  provided 
for  this  purpofe,  did  not  arrive  time  enough;  but 
though  they  were  delayed  by  the  reinpeftunus 
fcafon,  the  obligation  to  you  is  equally  the  lame, 
fmee  it  was  not  your  fault  that  they  were  not 
exhibited.  Farewell. 

This  abfurd  notion  gave  rife  to  thefe  barbarous  c 1a- 
diatoria!  combats,  which  at  tirll  were  only  exhibited 
at  funeral  obloquies,  and  none  but  cj  iminals  were 
appointed  to  thole  mortal  encounters.  But  in  pre- 
ctf;  of  time  rhev  became  part  cf  the  public  enter¬ 
tainments,  and  perfons  were  trained  up  on  puipcfe 
for  thele  inhuman  thews. 

The  amphitheatre  in  which  thefe  thews  were 
exhibited,  is  (bill  to  he  teen  in  Verona,  whole  intidc 
is  the  moll  entire  of  any  now  in  being.  It  is  com¬ 
puted  to  have  room  to  contain  upward*,  of  iliice  and 
twenty  thoufand  fpefcators  to  til  conniiodi-jully.  - 
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Epijl .  I.  Pliny  to  RiESTiTUTUSi 

THIS  obftinate  illnefs  of  yours  alarms  me  ; 

and  though  I  know  you  to  be  moft  re-r 
markably  temperate,  yet  I  am  afraid 
your  difeafe  fhould  get  the  better  of  your  mode¬ 
ration.  Let  me  entreat  you  then  to  refill  it  with 
a  determined  abftemioufnefs  :  a  remedy,  be  af- 
fured,  of  all  others  the  moft  noble,. as  well  as  the 
moft  falutary.  There  is  nothing  impracticable 
in  what  1  recommend  .:  it  is  a  rule,  at  leaft,  which 
I  always  direCt  my  family  to  obferve  with  refpeCt 
to  myfelf.  I  hope,  I  tell  them,  that  Ihould  I  be 
attacked  with  any  diforder,  I  fhall  defire  nothing 
of 
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of  which  I  either  ought  to  be  afhamed,  or  have 
reafon  to  repent ;  however,  if  my  diftemper 
fhould  prevail  over  my  refolution,  1  forbid  that 
any  thing  be  given  me  but  by  the  confent  of  my 
phyficians  ;  and  I  allure  the  people  about  me,  that 
i  lhall  refent  their  compliance  with  me  in  things 
improper,  as  much  as  another  man  would  their 
refufal.  I  had  once  a  moft  violent  fever  ;  when 
the  fit  was  a  little  abated,  and  1  had  been  anoint¬ 
ed  *,  my  phyfician  offered  me  fomething  to 
drink ;  I  defired  he  would  firft  feel  my  pulfe, 
and  upon  his  feeming  to  think  the  fit  was  not 
quite  off,  I  inftantly  returned  the  cup,  though 
it  was  juft  at  my  lips.  Afterwards,  when  I  was 
preparing  to  go  into  the  bath,  twenty  days  from 
the  firft  attack  of  my  illnefs,  perceiving  the  phy¬ 
ficians  whifpering  together,  I  inquired  what  they 
were  faying.  They  replied,  they  were  of  opini¬ 
on  I  might  poflibly  bathe  with  fafety,  however 
that  they  were  not  without  fome  fufpicion  of  ha¬ 
zard.  What  occafion  is  there,  faid  I,  of  doing 
it  at  all  ?  And  thus,  with  great  complacency,  I 
gave  up  a  pleafure  I  was  upon,  the  point  of  enjoy¬ 
ing,  and  abftained  from  the  bath  with  the  fame 
compofure  I  was  going  to  enter  it.  I  mention 
this,  not  only  in  order  to  enforce  my  advice  by 
example  ;  but  alfo  that  this  letter  may  be  a  fort 
of  tie  upon  me  to  perfevere  in  the  fame  refolute 
abftinence  for  the  future.  Farewell. 

Epl/1.  II.  Pliny  to  Justus. 

TTOW  is  it  confiftent,  that  you  fhould  af- 
|  I  firm  you  are  at  once  engaged  in  a  multi  • 
plicity  of  bufinefs,  and  yet  at  the  fame  time  ex-' 
*  Unftion  was  much  .elleemed  and  prefcribed  by 
the  ancients.  Celfus,  who  flourilhed,  it  is  fuppoled, 
about  this  time,  ex-prefsly  recommends  it  in  the  re- 
miflion  of  acute  diftempers. 

v  prefs 
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prefs  an  earneft  defire  to  fee  my  writings,  upon 
which  even  the  idle  will  fcarce  beftow  fome  of 
their  ufelefs  hours  ?  I  will  not  then  break  in  upon 
your  affairs  during  this  fummer-feafbn  ;  but  when 
the  return  of  winter  (hall  mike  it  reafonable  to 
fuppofe  that  your  evenings  at  leaf!  may  be  dis¬ 
engaged,  I  will  look  ever  tny  trifles  for  forr.e- 
thing  to  amufe  your  vacant  hours.  In  the  mean 
while,  I  fli.il  1  be  well  fatisfied,  if  my  letters  are 
not  troublcfome;  as  I  fufpeft  they  are,  and  there¬ 
fore  fnorten  them.  Farewell. 

Epijl.  III.  Pliny  to  Prjesens. 

ARE  you  refolved  then  to  ftay  fometimes  in 
Lucania,  and  iometimes  in  Campania  ? 
Your  anfwer,  I  fuppofe,  will  be,  I  was  born  in  the 
former,  my  wife  in  the  latter.  This,  I  admit,  may 
be  a  reafon  for  a  long  abll-nce,  but  I  cannot  a'low 
that  it  will  juftify  a  peipetual  one.  But  arc  you  re¬ 
folved  in  good  earnelt  never  to  return  to  Rome, 
thac  theatre  of  dignities,  preferment,  and  ibciecy 
of  every  fort  r  Are  yau  obilinately  bent  to  live 
your  own  mafter,  and  fleep  and  rife  when  you 
think  proper  ?  Wiil  you  never  change  your  coun- 
trv-drefs  for  the  habit  of  the  town,  but  fpend  your 
wnole  days  unen  barruiled  by  bufinefs  ?  It  is  time, 
however,  you  fhould  revifit  our  feene  of  hurry, 
we.e  it  only  that  your  rural  pleafures  may  not 
grow  languid  by  enjoyment  :  appear  at  the  levees 
of  the  great,  that  you  may  enjoy  the  fame  ho¬ 
nour  yourfolf  with  more  fatisfacticn  ;  and  mix  in 
our  croud,  that  you  may  have  a  ftrongcr  relifh 
for  the  charms  of  fo'.itude.  But  am  I  not  impru¬ 
dently  retarding  the  friend  I  would  recall  ?  it  is 
thefe  very  circum fiances,  perhaps,  that  induce 
you  every  day  more  and  more  to  wrap  yourfelf 
up  in  retirement.  All  however  I  mean  to  per- 
fuade  you  to,  is  tmlv  to  intermit,  not  renounce 
Vol.  il.  '  Y  your 
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your  repofe.  If  I  were  to  invite  you  to  a  feaft, 
as  I  would  blend  diflies  of  a  Iharper  tafte,  with 
thofe  of  a  more  lufcious  kind,  in  order  to  raife 
the  edge  of  your  palate  by  the  one,  which  had 
been  flattened  by  the  other  ;  fo  I  now  advife  you 
to  enliven  the  fmoctb  pleafures  of  life,  with  thofe 
of  a  quicker  relifh.  Farewell. 

E[i/i.  IV.  Pliny  to  Pontius. 

YOU  fay  you  have  read  my  poems  ;  you  defire 
tco  to  be  informed,  how  it  happened  that 
a  man  of  my  gravity  (as  you  are  pleafed  to  call 
nu,  though  in  truth  only  not  a  trifler)  could  at 
tuft  fall  into  this  way  of  competition.  To  take 
the  account  then  a  good  way  backwards,  I  mufl 
acquaint  you,  that  1  had  always  an  inclination  to 
poetry,  infomuch  that  when  1  was  fourteen  years 
of  age,  I  compofcd  a  tragedy  in  Greek.  If  you 
fhou'ld  afk  me  what  fort  of  one  ?  I  proteft  I  don’t 
know  ;  all  that  I  remeber  of  it  is,  that  it  was 
called  a  tragedy.  Some  time  afterwards,  in  my  re¬ 
turn  from  the  army,  being  detained  in  the  ifland 
of  Icaria  by  contrary  winds,  I  vented  my  fpleen 
againft  that  place  in  fome  Latin  elegies.  I  have 
lince  made  feme  attempts  in  the  heroic  kind  ;  but 
thefe  are  the  firft  Hendecafyllables  I  ever  compo- 
l'ed  ;  to  which  the  following  accident  gave  birth. 
The  treatife  of  Atinius  Gallus  was  read  to  me  one 
day  at  Laurentinum,  wherein  he  draws  a  compa- 
rifon  between  bis  father  and  Cicero  ;  and  there  I 
met  with  an  epigram  of  Tully’s  on  his  favourite 
Tiro.  Upon  retiring  to  take  my  afternoon’s  nap 
(for  it  was  fummer-time),  and  not  being  able  to 
fieep,  l  began  to  reflect  that  the  greatett  orators 
have  been  fond  of  poetry,  and  valued  themfelves 
upon  it.  I  tried  therefore  what  1  could  do  in  this 
way  ;  and  though  I  had  long  difufed  mylelf  to 
things  of  this  nature,  I  ftruck  out,  in  a  much 
(horter  time  than  1  could  have  imagined,  the  fol- 
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lowing  lines  upon  the  fubjedl  which  gave  me  the 
firft  hint : 

JVhcn  Gallus  I  read,  tv  bo  pretends  that  his  fin 
Had  far  more  than  Tully  poetical  fee. 

The  wifeji  of  men,  I  perceiv'd ,  held  it  fit 
To  tnnper  his  tuifdotn  with  lo  ve  and  with  wit  ; 
For  Tully ,  grave  Tully ,  in  amorous  Jlrains, 

Of  the  frauds  of  his  paramour  Tiro  complains  ; 
That  fiithlefs  to  love ,  and  to  pleafure  untrue , 
From  his  promis'd  embrace  the  arch  wanton  with¬ 
drew. 

Then  fai(l  I  to  my  heart ,  TVhy  fhould/l  thou  conceal 
The  jvoectejl  of  pajfions,  the  love  which  you  feel — 
2  i  s,  fiy,  wanton  mufe,  and  proclaim  it  around, 

1  by  Pliny  has  lov'd,  and  bis  Tiro  has  fund  ; 

The  c'y  one  fo  artful,  who  fweetly  denies. 

And  from  the  foft  fame,  but  to  heighten  it,  fies. 

From  this  I  turned  to  elegy,  which  I  performed 
with  the  fame  eale  ;  and  being  thu;  drawn  in  by 
the  facility  with  which  the  Mufes  yielded  to  me, 
I  proceeded  to  add  to  the  number  of  my  produc¬ 
tions  of  this  kind.  At  my  return  to  Rome,  £  (hew¬ 
ed  my  performances  to  forr.e  of  my  friends,  who 
were  pleafed  to  approve  of  them.  Afterwards, 
whenever  I  had  Ieifure,  and  particularly  when  I 
travelled,  I  made  feveral  other  attempts  in  the  po¬ 
etical  way.  At  length  I  determined,  after  the  ex¬ 
ample  of  many  others,  to  publifh  a  feparate  vo¬ 
lume  of  thefe  poems  ;  a-nd  I  have  no  reafon  to 
rrpent  of  my  refolution.  They  are  much  inqui¬ 
red  after,  and  are  in  every  body’s  hands,  as  they 
have  even  tempted  the  Greeks  to  learn  our  lan¬ 
guage,  who  ling  them  to  their  harps  and  lyres. 
But  will  you  not  imagine  1  begin  to  rave  ?  re¬ 
member,  however,  poets  have  that  privilege.  The 
truth  is,  I  am  not  giving  you  my  own  judgment, 
but  that  of  others,  which,  be  it  right  or  wrong. 
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I  am  much  pleafed  with  ;  and  have  only  to  wifh 
that  pofterity  may  pafs  the  fame.  Farewell. 

Epi/i.  V.  Puny  to  Calphurnia  *. 

IT  is  incredible  how  eagerly  I  delire  to  fee  you. 

Love  is  the  firft  fpring  of  it ;  and  next  my 
being  unaccuttomed  to  a  feparation  !  Hence  it  is, 

3  lie  awake  the  greatcft  part  of  the  night  think¬ 
ing  of  you,  and  (to  ufe  a  very  common,  but  ve¬ 
ry  true  exprefiion)  my  feet  carry  me  of  their  own 
accord  to  your  apartment,  at  thofe  hours  I  ufed 
to  vifit  you  ;  but  not  finding  you  there,  I  return 
with  as  much  forrow  and  disappointment  as  an 
excluded  lover.  The  only  intermiffion  my  an¬ 
xiety  knows,  is  when  I  am  engaged  at  the  bar, 
and  in  the  caufes  of  my  friends.  Judge  how 
wretched  mull  his  life  be,  who  finds  no  repofe 
but  in  bufmefs  ;  no  confolation  but  in  a  croud. 
Farewell. 

Epijl.  VI.  Pliny  to  Macrinus. 

AN  uncommon  and  very  remarkable  turn  has 
happened  in  the  affair  of  f  Varenus,  the 
confequence  of  which  is  yet  in  fufpenfe.  The 
Bithynians,  it  is  faid,.  have  dropped  their  profe- 
cution  of  him  ;  being  convinced  at  laft,  that  it 
was  extremely  ill  founded.  A  deputy  from  that 
province  is  arrived,  who  has  brought  with  him 
a  decree  of  their  afl'embly  ;  copies  of  which  he  has 
delivered  to  Csefar,  to  fcveral  of  the  principal 
perfens  in  Rome,  and  to  us  the  advocates  for 
Varenus.  Magius,  however,  whom  I  mention¬ 
ed  in  my  laft  letter  to  you,  perfifts  in  his  profe- 
cution,  and,  for  that  purpofe,  is  inceffantly  lea¬ 
fing  the  worthy  Nigrinus.  This  excellent  perfon 
was  counfel  for  him  in  his  former  petition  to  the 
confuls,  that  Varenus  might  be  compelled  topro- 
*  His  wife.  +  See  book  5.  let.  so. 
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duce  his  accounts.  Upon  this  occafien,  as  I  at¬ 
tended  Varenus  merely  as  a  friend,  I  determined 
to  be  filent.  I  thought  it  highly  imprudent  for  me, 
who  was  appointed  his  counfel  by  the  fenate,  to 
attempt  to  defend  him  as  a  perfon  accufed,  when 
it  was  his  bufinefs  to  infill  that  there  was  actual¬ 
ly  no  charge  fubfifling  againft  him.  However, 
when  Nigrinus  had  finifhed  his  fpeech,  the  con- 
fuls  turning  their  eyes  upon  me,  I  rofc  up,  and, 
when  they  Jhould  hear ,  I  faid,  what  the  real  deputies 
from  the  province  had  to  objeti  c.gainft  the  motion  of 
Nigrinus ,  they  would  be  fenf.ble  that  my  fence  was 
not  without  juft  reafon.  Upon  this  Nigrinus  afkcd 
me  to  whom  thefe  deputies  were  fent?  1  icplied. 
That  the  decree  of  the  province  ivas  directed  to  me  a- 
mong  others.  He  returned,  That  is  a  point,  though 
it  may  be  clear  to  you ,  I  am  not  fo  well  J'athfied  of. 
To  this  I  anfwered.  Though  it  may  not  he  fo  evident 
to  you,  who  are  concerned  to  fupport  the  accufation,  it 
may  be  extremely  clear  to  me,  who  am  on  the  more 
favourable  fide.  Then  Poly  ten  us,  the  deputy  from 
the  province,  acquainted  the  fenate  with  the  rea- 
fons  for  fuperleding  the  profacution,  but  defired 
it  might  be  without  prejudice  toCa'far’s  determi¬ 
nation.  Magius  anfwered  him  j  Polyrsnus  re¬ 
plied  ;  as  for  myfelf,  I  only  now  and  then  threw 
in  a  word,  obferving  in  general  a  profound  fi- 
lence.  For  1  have  learned,  that  upon  f.me  oc- 
cafions  there  is  as  much  rhetoric  in  taciturnity,  as 
in  all  the  pompof  the  mofl  fludied  eloquence:  and 
I  remember,  in  fame  criminal  cafes,  to  have  duns 
even  more  fervice  to  my  clients  by  a  judicious  fi- 
lence,  than  I  could  have  expe&ed  from  the  moft 
artful  fpeech.  To  enter  into  the  fubjedt  of  elo¬ 
quence,  is  indeed  very  foreign  to  the  intent  of  my 
letter,  yet  allow  me  to  give  you  one  inftance  in 
proof  of  the  obfervation  I  juft  mentioned.  A  cer¬ 
tain  lady  having  loft  her  fon,  fufpected  that  his 
freedmen  whom  he  had  appointed  coheirs  with 
Y  3  her. 
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her,  were  guilty  of  forging  the  will  and  poi- 
foning  him.  Accordingly  (he  charged  them 
with  the  fact  before  the  emperor,  who  direct¬ 
ed  Julius  Servianus  to  try  the  caufe.  I  was 
counfel  for  the  defendants;  and  the  cafe  be¬ 
ing  exceedingly  remarkable,  and  the  advocates 
concerned  on  both  fides  of  high  reputation,  it 
drew  together  a  very  numerous  audience.  The 
event  was,  the  lervants  being  put  to  the  torture, 
my  clients  were  acquitted.  But  the  mother 
applied  a  fecond  time  to  the  emperor,  pretending 
fhe  had  difeovered  foir.e  new  evidence.  Servi¬ 
anus  was  therefore  directed  to  rehear  the  caufe, 
and  fee  if  Ihe  could  produce  any  frefli  proofs. 
Julius  Africanus  was  counfd  for  the  mother,  a 
young  man  of  gcod  parts,  but  little  experience. 
He  is  grandfon  to  the  famous  orator  of  that  name, 
of  whom  it  is  reported  that  Pafiienus  Crifpus 
hearing  him  one  day  plead,  archly  faid.  All  this , 
I  own ,  is  extremely  fine  ;  but  what  is  it  to  the  pur- 
pofe?  Julius  Africanus,  I  fay,  having  harangued 
a  gteat  deal,  and  exhaufted  the  portion  of  time 
allotted  to  him,  entreated  Servianus  to  allow  him 
to  add  one  word  more..  When  he  had  finilhed, 
and  the  eyes  of  the  whole  aflembly  had  been  fixed 
a  confiderable  time  upon  me,  I  role  up;  I  would 
have  anfivered  Africanus ,  faid  I,  if  he  had  added 
that  one  word  he  begged  leave  to  do ,  tn  ivhieh  I  doubt 
not  he  would  have  told  us  fomething  we  had  not  heard 
before.  I  do  not  remember  to  have  gained  lb 
much  applaufe  by  any  Ipeech  that  I  ever  made, 
as  I  did  here  upon  making  none.  Thus  the 
little  that  I  faid  for  Varenus,  wras  received  with 
the  fame  general  approbation.  The  confuls,  a- 
greeably  to  the  requeft  of  Polyaenus,  referved  the 
whole  affair  for  the  determination  of  the  emperor, 
whole  refolution  1  impatiently  wait  for ;  as  that 
will  decide,  whether  I  may  lit  down  in  full  lecu- 
lity  with  relpeft  to  Varenus;  or  mull  again  re- 
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new  all  my  care  and  folicitude  upon  his  account. 
Farewell. 

Epiji.  VII.  Pliny  to  Satitrnjnus. 

LAtely  I  both  prelented  your  thanks  to  our 
friend  Prifcus,  and  have  again  repeated  them, 
fince  fuch  was  your  delire;  and  that  moll  willing¬ 
ly.  It  is  with  great  pleafure  I  fee  lo  much  har¬ 
mony  I'ubfill  between  two  fuch  worthy  men, 
whom  1  tenderly  efteem,  and  that  you  confnler 
each  other’s  friendlhip  as  the  higheit  obligation. 
For  he  profelles  alfo  on  his  part  to  receive  much 
happinefs  from  youts,  and,  with  a  very  generous 
contention,  endeavours  to  rival  you  in  that  re¬ 
ciprocal  affection,  which  time,  I  am  perfuaded,. 
will  augment. 

I  regret  that  any  bufinefs  Ihould  call  you  off 
from  your  lludies  ;  however,  when  you  lhall  have 
compromifed  (as  you  fay  you  are  upon  the  point 
of  doing)  one  caufe,  and  brought  the  other  to  a 
hearing,  you  will  be  at  leifure  to  enjoy  the  retire¬ 
ment  of  the  country ;  and  when  you  are  fatiated 
with  that,  we  may  hope  for  your  return  hither.. 
Farewell. 

Epijl.  VIII.  Pliny  to  Priscus. 

"T  Cannot  exprels  how  agreeable  it  is  to  me,  that 
I  our  friend  Saturninus  lends  me  letter  after 
letter  upon  the  liibjedt  of  your  favours  to  him. 
May  you  go  on  as  you  began,  and  continue  to 
cherilh  an  aff&Stion  for  fo  worthy  a  man,  from 
whofe  friendlhip  you  will  receive  a  ftrong  and 
lalling  pleafure.  For  as  he  is  greatly  diftinguifh- 
ed  by  every  other  virtue,  lo  particulaily  by  his 
invariable  attachment  to  his  friends.  Farewell. 
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Epijf.  IX.  Pliny  to  Cornelius  Fuscus. 

YOU  dc-lire  to  know  from  me,  in  what  me¬ 
thod  you  ought  to  purfue  your  ftudies  in 
that  retirement  to  which  you  have  long  fmce 
withdrawn.  In  the  firft  place  then,  I  loolc  upon 
it  as  a  very  advantageous  pra&ice  (and  it  is  what 
manv  recommend)  to  tranflate  either  from  Greek 
into  Latin,  or  from  Latin  into  Greek.  By  this 
means  you  will  furnilh  yourfelf  with  noble  and 
proper  expreflions,  with  variety  of  beautiful  fi¬ 
gures,  and  an  eafe  and  ftrength  of  ftyle.  Befides, 
by  imitating  the  trfoft  approved  authors,  you  will 
find  your  imagination  heated,  and  fall  infenfibly 
into  a  fimilar  turn  of  thought}  at  the  fame  time 
that  thofe  things  which  you  may  poflibly  have 
ovet  looked  in  a  common  way  of  reading,  cannot 
efcape  you  in  tranflating:  and  this  method  will 
open  your  underftanding,  and  improve  your  judg¬ 
ment.  It  may  not  be  amifs  after  you  have  read 
an  author,  in  order  to  make  yourfelf  mafter  of 
his  fubjeft  and  argument,  from  his  reader  to 
turn,  as  it  were,  his  rival,  and  attempt  fomething 
of  your  own  in  the  fame  way  }  and  then  make  an 
impartial  comparifon  between  your  performance 
and  his,  in  order  to  fee  in  what  points  either  you 
or  he  mod  happily  fucceeded.  It  will  be  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  very  pleafing  congratulation  to  yourfelf, 
if  you  (hall  find  in  fome  things,  that  you  have 
the  advantage  of  him,  as  it  will  be  a  great  morti¬ 
fication  if  he  fhould  rife  above  you  in  all.  You 
may  fometimes  venture,  in  thefe  little  efTays,  to 
try  your  ftrength  upon  the  moft  fhining  pafiages 
of  a  diftinguilhed  author.  The  attempt,  indeed, 
will  be  fomething  bold  ;  but  as  it  is  a  contention 
which  pafles  in  fecret,  it  cannot  he  taxed  with 
prefumption.  Not  but  that  we  have  feen  in- 
ftances  of  perfons,  who  have  publicly  entered  this 
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fort  of  lifts  with  great  fuccels,  and  while  they  did 
not  defpair  of  overtaking,  have  gloiioufly  advan^ 
ced  before  thofe  whom  they  thought  it  fufficient 
honour  to  follow.  After  you  have  thus  finilhed 
a  compofition,  you  may  lay  it  afide,  until  it  is 
no  longer  frefh  in  your  memory,  and  then  take 
it  up,  in  order  to  revile  and  correct  if.  You  will 
find  feveral  things  to  retain,  but  ftill  more  to  re¬ 
ject  ;  you  will  add  a  new  thought  here,  and  alter 
another  there.  It  is  a  laborious  and  tedious  talk, 

I  own,  thus  to  re-enflame  the  mind  after  the  firtl 
heat  is  over,  to  recover  an  impulle  when  its  force 
has  been  checked  and  fpent,  in  a  word,  to  inter¬ 
weave  new  parts  into  the  texture  of  a  compofi¬ 
tion,  without  difturbing  or  confounding  the  01  i- 
ginal  plan  j  but  the  advantage  attending  this  me¬ 
thod  will  overbalance  the  difficulty.  I  know 
the  bent  of  your  prefent  attention  is  directed  to¬ 
wards  the  eloquence  of  the  bar;  but  I  would  not 
for  that  reafon  adviie  you  never  to  quit  the  flyle 
of  difpute  and  contention.  As  land  is  improved 
by  fowing  it  with  various  feeds,  fo  is  the  mind 
by*  exercifing  it  with  different  ftudies.  1  would 
recommend  it  to  you  therefore,  lometimes  to 
fingle  out  a  fine  paflage  of  hiftory  ;  fometimes  to 
exercife  yourfelf  in  the  epiftolary  ftyle,  and 
fometimes  the  poetical.  For  it  frequently  hap¬ 
pens,  that  in  pleading  one  has  occafion  to  make 
ufe  not  only  of  hiftorical,  but  even  poetical  de- 
feriptions  ;  as  by  the  epiftolary  manner  of  wri¬ 
ting  you  will  acquire  a  dole  and  eafy  expreflion. 
It  will  be  extremely  proper  alfo  to  unbend  your 
mind  with  poetry  :  when  1  lay  fo,  I  do  not  mean 
that  fp?cics  of  it  which  turns  upon  fubjedfs  of 
great  length,  (for  that  is  fit  only  for  perfons  of 
much  leifure),  but  thofe  little  pieces  of  the  epi¬ 
grammatic  kind,  which  ferve  as  proper  reliefs  to, 
and  are  confiftent  with  employments  of  every 
lijrt.  They  commonly  go  under  the  title  of  po¬ 
etical 
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etical  amulements  ;  but  thefe  amufements  have 
fometimes  gained  as  much  reputation  to  their 
authors,  as  works  of  a  mote  ferious  nature  ;  and 
thus  (for  while  I  am  exhorting  you  to  poetry, 
why  ihould  I  not  be  poetical  myfelf?) 

As  yielding  wax  the  artift' s  Jkill  commands-, 
Stibmijfive  Jhap'd  beneath  his  forming  hands  ; 
Now  dreadful  Jlands  in  arms  a  Mars  confejl  j 
Or  now  with  Venus'  fofter  air  imprejl ; 

A  wanton  Cupid  mnv  the  mold  belies  ; 

Now  Jhines ,  Jeverely  chafe-,  a  Pallas  wife  : 

As  not  alone  to  quench  the  raging  flame , 

The  facred  fountain  pours  her  friendly  fream  : 
But  fiveetly  gliding  through  the  flow'ry  green-, 
Spreads  glad  refrcjhment  o'er  the  fmiling  feene : 
So,  form'd  by  fcience,  jhould  the  duSlile  mind 
Receive,  difinSi ,  each  various  art  refin'd .. 

In  this  manner  the  greateft  men,  as  well  as  the 
greateft  orators,  ufed  either  to  exercife  or  amufe 
themfelves,  or  rather  indeed  did  both.  It  is  fur- 
prifing  how  much  the  mind  is  entertained  and 
enlivened  by  the<e  little  poetical  compofitions,  as 
they  turn  upon  fubje&s  of  gallantry,  faure,  ten- 
dernefs,  politen.-ls,  and  every  thing,  in  (hort, 
that  concerns  life  and  the  affairs  of  the  world. 
Befides,  the  fame  advantage  attends  thrfe,  as 
every  other  fort  of  poems,  that  we  turn  from 
them  to  profe  with  fo  much  the  more  pleafure, 
af.er  having  experienced  the  difficulty  of  being 
conftrained  and  fettered  by  numbers.  And  now, 
perhaps,  I  have  troubled  you  upon  this  {ubje£fc 
longer  than  you  defired  ;  however,  there  is  one 
thing  which  I  have  omitted  :  I  have  not  told  you 
what  kind  of  authors  you  fhould  read  ;  though 
indeed  that  was  Efficiently  implied  when  I  men¬ 
tioned,  what  fubje£ls  I  would  recommend  for 
your  compofitions.  You  will  remember,  that 
the. 
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the  .raoft  approved  writers  of  each  fort  are  to  be 
carefully  chofen  ;  for,  as  ic  has  been  well  obfer- 
ved,  “  though  we  fhould  read  much,  we  fhould 
“  not  read  many  *  books.”  Who  thole  authors 
*  Thus  the  noble  and  polite  moralift  fpeaking  of 
the  influence  which  our  reading  has  upon  our  tafte 
and  manners,  thinks  it  improper  “to  call  a  man 
“  well  read,  who  reads  many  authors;  lince  he  mult 
“  of  neceflity  have  more  ill  models  than  good  ;  and 
“  be  more  fluffed  with  bombaft,  ill  fancy,  and  wry 
“  thought,  than  filled  with  folid  fenfe  and  juft  ima- 
“  gination.”  [Charafil.  v.  1.  14Z.]  When  the 
Goths  over  ran  Greece,  the  libraries  efcaped  their 
deflruiSlion,  by  a  notion  which  feme  of  their  leaders 
induftrioofly  propagated  among  them,  that  it  would 
be  more  for  their  intereft  to  leave  thefe  fpoils  un¬ 
touched  to  their  enemies ;  as  being  proper  to  ener¬ 
vate  their  minds,  and  amufe  them  with  vain  and  idle 
fpeculations.  Truth  perhaps  has  been  lefs  a  gainer 
by  this  multiplicity  of  books,  than  error;  and  it  may 
be  a  queftion,  whether  the  excellent  models  which 
have  been  delivered  down  to  us  from  antiquity,  to¬ 
gether  with  thofe  few  which  modern  times  have  pro¬ 
duced,  by  any  means  balance  the  immoderate  weight 
which  muft  be  thrown  into  the  oppofite  fcale  of 
writers.  The  truth  is,  though  we  may  be  learned 
by  other  mens  refleftions,  wife  we  can  only  be  by 
our  own  :  and  the  maxim  here  recommended  by  Pliny, 
would  well  deferve  the  attention  of  the  ftudious, 
though  no  other  inconvenience  attended  the  reading 
of  many  books,  than  that  which  Sir  William  Tem¬ 
ple  apprehends  from  it ;  the  leflfening  the  force  and 
growth  of  a  man’s  own  genius.  For  it  may  be  juflly 
doubted,  with  that  ingenious  author,  “  whether  the 
“  weight  and  number  of  fo  many  other  mens 
“  thoughts  and  notions,  may  not  fupprefs  his  own, 
“  or  hinder  the  motion  or  agitation  of  them,  from 
“  which  all  invention  ariles  ;  as  heaping  on  wood, 
“  or  too  many  flicks,  or  too  dole  together,  fuppref- 
“  fes,  and  fometimes  quite  extinguilhes  a  little 
“  fpark,  that  would  otherwife  have  grown  up  to  a 
“  noble  flame.”  [EfTay  on  learning,  v.  1.  158.]. 
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are,  is  fo  clearly  fettled,  and  fo  generally  known, 
that  I  need  not  point  them  out  to  you  ;  befides, 

I  have  already  extended  this  letter  to  fuoa  an  im¬ 
moderate  length,  th^t  I  have  interrupted,  I  fear, 
too  long  thofe  ftudies  I  have  been  recommend¬ 
ing.  I  will  here  refign  you  therefore  to  your 
papers,  which  you  will  now  refume  ;  and  either 
purfue  the  ftudies  you  were  before  engaged  in,  or 
enter  upon  fome  of  thole  which  1  have  advifed. 
Farewell. 

Epifl.  X.  Puny  to  Macrinus. 

AS  I  am  always  defirous  to  know  the  conclu- 
fion  of  an  affair,  when  the  narrative  has 
been  interrupted  in  the  beginning;  fo,  I  imagine, 
you  will  be  glad  to  be  informed  of  the  event  of 
"the  caufe  between  the  Bitnynians  and  Varenus. 
It  was  pleaded  before  the  emperor  by  Polyaenus 
on  one  fide,  and  Magius  on  the  other.  When 
Caefar  had  heard  both.  Neither  party ,  faid  he, 
jlh'tll  have  reafon  to  comp  Inin  cf  the  delay,  but  I  will 
take  carets  i'form  myfAj  cf  the  real  feuiiments  of  the 
province.  In  the  mean  while,  Varanus  has  gain¬ 
ed  a  very  confidetablc  point ;  for  can  any  thing 
make  the  juftnefs  of  his  accusation  appear  more 
doubtful,  than  that  it  is  a  queition  whether  he  is 
accufed  at  all  ?  We  have  only  to  v/ilh,  that  the 
province  may  not  again  approve  of  what,  it  is 
laid,  Ihe  has  condemned,  and  repent  of  her  re¬ 
pentance.  Farewell. 

Epijl.  XI.  Pliny  to  Faeatjjs*. 

■VJ'OU  are  furprifed,  that  my  freedman  Her- 
X.  mes  has  fold  to  Corellla,  for  feven  hun¬ 
dred  thoufi  nd  fefterces,  the  five  twelf  ths  of  iny 
lands  cf  inheritance,  which  I  had  diredted  to  be 
*  His  wife’s  grandfather. 
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fold  to  the  higheft  bidder,  and  that  without  wait¬ 
ing  for  the  time  of  public  auction.  And  as  you 
think  it  might  have  produced  nine  hundred  thou- 
fand,  you  are  io  much  the  more  d.firous  to 
know  whether  I  am  inclined  to  ratify  what  he 
has  done.  I  am  ;  and  for  fuch  reafons,  I  hope, 
as  not  only  you  will  approve,  but  will  alfo  ex- 
cufeme  to  my  fellow-coheirs,  for  having,  upon  a 
motive  of  flronger  influence,  leparated  my  intcreft 
from  theirs.  I  have  the  higheft  elleen  for  Co¬ 
relli  a,  both  as  the  filter  of  Rufus,  whofe  mwno-y 
will  ever  be  facred  to  me,  and  as  (he  wa,  an  in¬ 
timate  friend  of  my  mother's.  Bclidcs,  that  ex¬ 
cellent  man  Minutius  T talus,  her  hufband,  has 
every  claim  to  my  affection  that  a  long  fiiend- 
fliip  can  give  him  ;  as  there  was  likewife  fo  ltrict 
an  intimacy  between  her  fon  and  me,  that  I  fix¬ 
ed  upon  him  to  prefide  at  the  games  which  I  ex¬ 
hibited  when  I  was  eh.  fled  pi  a;  or.  This  lady, 
when  I  was  laft  in  the  country,  exprefled  a 
ftrong  inclination  to  pu rebate-  fbmerhing  upon 
our  lake  of  Comum  j  I  therefore  made  her  an 
offer,  at  h  r  own  price,  of  any  part  of  my  estate 
there,  except  what  came  to  trie  from  my  father 
and  mother;  for  that  1  coul-1  not  conllnt  to 
part  with,  even  to  '.‘orellia.  When  the  inheri¬ 
tance  in  quelhon  fell  to  me,  I  wrote  to  acquaint 
her  it  was  to  be  fold.  This  letter  I  fent  by- 
Hermes,  v.ho,  upon  Iter  -equtfting  him  that  he 
would  immediately  let  h :r  hue  my  proportion 
of  it,  confented  to  do  ib.  Am  1  n  t  then  obli¬ 
ged  to  confirm  what  lie  has  ihus  done  in  purfu- 
ance  of  my  inclinations?  f  have  o-ilv  to  entreat 
my  fell. jvv- coheirs,  that  they  would  not  take 
it  ill  at  mv  hands,  that  i  have  made  a  feparate 
fale  of  what  I  had  certainly  a  right  to  ditj.ofe 
of.  They  are  under  no  neccfiky  of  being  go¬ 
verned  by  my  example,  fince  chey  h<ive  nrSt  the 
fame  connections  with  Corcliia  that  I  have. 
Vol.  II.  Z  Tk-.j 
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They  are  at  full  liberty  therefore  to  be  guided 
by  intereft,  which  in  my  own  cafe  I  chofe  to  fa- 
erifice  to  fiiendlhip.  Farewell. 

Epijl.  XII.  Pliny  to  Mikvtius. 

I  Have  been  fo  much  the  longer  in  fending  you 
the  little  book  which  I  have  drawn  up  at 
your  dt-fire,  for  the  ufc  of  your,  or  rather,  I 
ihould  fiy  our  friend,  (for  what  is  there  that 
we  do  not  pollefs  in  common  ?),  that  you  might 
have  no  time  to  correct,  that  is,  to  fpoil  it.  Af¬ 
ter  all,  whether  you  will  or  will  not  find  time  for 
that  purpofe,  I  know  not;  but  of  this  I  am  fure, 
you  will  moft  certainly  fpoil  it,  if,  according  to 
the  cuftom  of  you  people  of  a  vitiated  tafte,  you 
fhould  throw  out  its  moft  fhining  parts.  I  lliall 
forgive  you,  however,  if  you  fhould,  and  Ihall, 
upon  fome  future  occafion,  very  fuccefsfully  make 
tife  of  what  your  falfe  delicacy  rejedls  ;  as  i  doubt 
not  to  receive  your  applaule  for  thefe  different 
exprelfions  which  1  have  inteilined.  I  fufpedl- 
ed  you  would  call  every  thing  unnatural  and 
bombaft  which  is  elevated  and  founding ;  I 
thought  proper  therefore,  for  your  eafe,  to  vary 
rhe  phrafe,  and  take  it  fomething  lower,  or  ra¬ 
ther  indeed,  to  debafe  it  ;  though  you,  I  know, 
(for  why  Ihould  I  not  rally  your  fickly  tafte  ?), 
will  efteem  it  an  improvement.  Thus  far,  in 
order  to  make  you  fmile  in  the  midft  of  your  fe- 
rious  occupations,  I  have  been  jocofe  ;  but,  with¬ 
out  dcubt,  I  am  wondrous  lerious  in  what  I  am 
going  to  add  :  I  expe£t  to  be  reimburled  the 
charges  I  have  been  at  in  fending  a  mefienger 
exprefs  with  this.  Now  are  you  not  difpo/ed  to 
condemn  this  petition,  not  only  in  part,  but  in  the 
whole,  and  infill:  upon  it,  that  you  ought  not  to 
pay  for  a  thing  which  is  abfclutely  of  no  value  ? 
Farewell. 


Epifl. 
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Epift.  XIIT.  Pliny  to  Ferox. 

YOur  letter  intimates,  that  you  do,  and  do 
not  ftudy.  This  will  appear  a  litrle  enig¬ 
matical  till  1  explain  it.  You  exprclily  fay  in¬ 
deed,  that  you  have  bid  adieu  to  contemplation  ; 
but  luch  an  air  of  elegance  runs  through  your 
whole  letter,  that  it  is  impoflible  it  Ihould  have 
been  compofed  without  much  thought ;  unleis 
you  are  privileged  beyond  the  rell  of  mankind, 
and  can  write  with  fo  mu.h  politc-neL,  thus 
cardefsly  and  at  your  eale.  Farewell. 

Epift.  XIV.  Pliny-  to  Coreli.ia. 

YOU  a£l  indeed  moft  honourably  in  defiring 
and  earneftly  prelfing  me  to  take  for  my 
fhare  of  the  eftate  you  purchalid  of  me,  not  after 
the  rate  of  feven  hundred  thoufand  f.-fterces  *  for 
the  whole,  as  my  freedman  fold  it  to  you  ;  but 
in  the  proportion  of  nine  hundred  thoufand,  a- 
greeable  to  what  you  gave  to  the  farmers  of  the 
+  twentieths  for  their  part.  But  I  muft  defire 
and  infill  in  my  turn,  that  you  would  confider 
not  only  what  is  fuitable  to  your  character,  but 
what  is  worthy  of  mine  j  and  that  you  would 
fuffer  me  to  oppufe  your  inclination  in  this  lingle 
inftance,  with  the  fame  warmth  that  1  obey  it 
in  all  others.  Farewell. 

*  See  letter  the  1 1  th  of  this  book, 
f  Augultus  impofed  a  tax  of  the  20th  part  of  all 
legacies  and  inheritances,  which  he  appropriated  to 
the  fupport  of  the  army.  This  was  deemed  a  heavy 
impofuion,  and  accordingly  it  was  eafed  in  feveral 
points  by  fucceeding^mperors,  particularly  by  Tra¬ 
jan,  as  appears  from  our  author’s  noble  panegyric  up¬ 
on  him  [fe£t.  37.  &c.],  but  it  was  not  wholly  abolifti- 
ed  till  the  time  of  Antoninus  Pius. 

Z  %  Epift. 
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Epijl.  XV.  Pliny  to  Saturninus. 

YOU  zGz  me  how  I  pet/s  my  time  ?  You  know 
how  much  of  it  is  difpcfed  in  th&bufinefs 
of  my  poll  ;  what  remains  I  devote  to  the  fer- 
vice  of  my  frknds,  and  lometimes  to  my  books  ; 
an  employment  which,  though  I  will  riot  ven¬ 
ture  to  affirm  it  would  be  better,  I  am  fure  it 
would  be  happier,  if  I  could  fay  not  only  fome- 
times,  biit  altogether  engages  me.  I  fhould  be 
concerned  to  hear,  that  yours  are  of  the  fort 
which  are  leaft  agreeable  to  you,  if  I  did  not 
know  you  are  bufied  in  the  nobleft  offices  ;  as 
nothing  can  be  more  worthy  of  applaufe,  than 
to  be  active  in  the  intereil  of  one’s  country,  and 
one’s  friends. 

I  was  well  perfuaded  the  company  of  our  friend 
Prifcus  would  be  extremely  agreeable  to  you, 
as  I  know  the  fimplicity,  innocence,  and  poli  e- 
nefs  of  his  manners:  but  I  had  yet  to  learn 
{what  I  had  the  plcafure  to  be  informed  of  by 
your  letter)  that  he  fo  obligingly  remembers  the 
fsrvices  I  have  done  him.  Farewell. 

Eplft.  XVI.  Pliny  to  Fabatus. 

CAleftrius  Tyro,  to  whom  I  am  united  by 
every  public  and  private  connection,  is  in 
the  number  of  my  moft  intimate  friends.  We 
ierved  together  in  the  army,  as  we  were  both  of 
us  quxftors  at  the  fame  time  to  Casfar.  He  got 
the  {tart  of  me  indeed  in  the  tribunate,  by  the 
privilege  which  the  lav/  gives  to  thofe  who  have 
♦children;  but  I  overtook  him  in  the  prxtor- 
ftiip 

*  A  law  at  firft  propofed  by  Auguftus,  but  which 
afterwards  with  feveral  alterations  paffed  in  the  eon- 
fulflrip 
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(hip  by  the  indulgence  of  the  emperor,  who  dif- 
penfed  with  my  wanting  a  year  of  the  legal  age 
for  that  office.  I  frequently  retire  with  him  to 
his  country-villas,’  as  he  often  takes  the  benefit 
of  the  air  at  mine.  He  is  now  appointed  pro- 
conful  ofBcetica,  and  he  propofes  to  pafs  through 
Ticinurn,  in  his  way  to  that  province.  1 
hope,  and  indeed  am  well  allured,  I  can  ealily 
prevail  with  him  to  turn  out  of  his  road  to  your 
houfe,  if  you  (hould  have  an  inclination  to  make 
any  of  thofe  Haves  free  before  a  magifiratc,  to 
whom  you  have  already  given  their  liberty  in 
the  prefence  of  your  friend;.  You  need  be  un¬ 
der  no  apprehenlion  that  he  will  look  upon  this 
as  a  trouble,  who,  I  am  fure,  would  willingly 
travel  round  the  world  for  my  fake.  I  beg  there¬ 
fore  you  would  lay  afide  all  fcruplr,  and  only 
confider  what  will  be  moft  agreeable  to  yaurfelf ; 
for  be  allured,  he  will  take  as  much  plcafure  in 
executing  my  commands,  as  I  do  in  obeying 
yours.  Farewell. 


Epijl.  XVil.  Pliny  to  Celer. 

EVery  author  has  his  particular  reafons  ror  1  c- 
citing  his  works.  My  principal  mocive  is 
to  receive  proper  criticifms  upon  fuch  points  as 
may,  and  undoubtedly  will  fometimes,  el'cape  my 


fulthip  of  Papius  and  Poppeas,  A.  U.  y6z.;  in 
which  amongft  other  things  it  was  enafted,  “  That 
“  all  magiftrates  Ihould  take  precedence  according 
“  to  the  number  of  their  children  ;  that  in  ele£tic;',s 
“  thofe  candidates  Ihould  be  preferred  who  had  the 
“  moft  numerous  olFspring  ;  and  that  any  perfon 
“  might  Hand  fooner  than  ordinary  for  an  office,  if 
“  he  had  as  many  children  as  he  wanted  years  to  Ire 
“  capable  of  beating  fuch  a  dignity.”  Vid.  Lipfii 
Excurf.  ad  Tacit.  An.  1.3. 

Z  3 
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own  notice.  I  cannot  therefore  but  be  furpriftd 
to  find  (what  your  letter  allures  me),  that  there 
are  fome  who  blame  me  for  reciting  rny  fpeeches  : 
unlefs,  perhaps,  they  are  of  opinion,  that  this  is 
the  fingle  fpecies  of  compofition  that  ought  to  be 
privileged  from  any  corredtion.  If  fo,  I  would 
willingly  afk  them  why  they  allow  (if  indeed  they 
do  allow)  that  hiftory  may  be  recited,  fince  it  is 
a  work  which  ought  to  be  devoted  to  truth,  not 
oftentation  ?  or  why  tragedy,  when  it  is  adapted 
to  adtion  and  the  ftage,  not  to  a  private  audi¬ 
ence  ?  or  lyric  poetry,  as  it  is  not  a  reader  that  it 
requires,  but  a  chorus  of  voices  and  inftruments  ? 
But,  polfibly,  they  will  reply,  that,  in  theinftan- 
ccs  mentioned,  cultorn  has  made  it  ufual :  I  Ihould 
be  glad  to  know  then,  if  they  think  the  perfon 
who  firft  introduced  this  cullom  is  to  be  con¬ 
demned  ?  Befides,  the  rehearfal  of  orations  is  no 
unprecedented  thing  either  with  us  or  the  Gre¬ 
cians.  Still,  perhaps,  they  will  infill,  that  it  can 
anfwcr  no  purpofe  to  recite  a  fpeech  which  has 
adtually  been  fpoken.  There  would  be  fome 
truth  in  this  objection,  if  one  were  immediately 
to  repeat  the  very  fame  performance,  and  to  the 
very  fame  audience :  but  if  you  make  feveral  ad¬ 
ditions  and  alterations  ;  if  your  audience  is  com¬ 
piled  partly  of  the  fame,  and  partly  of  different 
perfons,  and  the  recital  is  at  fome  diilance  of  time, 
why  is  it  lefs  allowable  to  rehearfe  your  fpeech 
than  to  publilh.  it  ?  As  to  the  difficulty  they  may 
fuppofe  there  would  be,  in  giving  latisfaclion  to 
an  audience  by  the  mere  recital  of  a  fpeech,  that 
is  a  reafon  which  concerns  the  particular  Ikill 
and  pains  of  the  perfon  who  rehearfes,  but  by  no 
means  holds  againfl  reciting  in  general.  The 
truth  is,  it  is  not  whilft  I  am  reading,  but  when 
I  am  read,  that  I  aim  at  approbation  ;  and  for  that 
reafon  I  omit  no  fort  of  method  that  can  render 
Ttiy  performances  more  correct.  In  the  firft  place. 
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I  frequently  revile  my  compofitions  in  private, 
afterwards  I  read  them  to  two  or  three  friend.;,, 
and  then  give  them  to  others  to  make  their  re¬ 
marks.  If  after  this  I  have  any  doubt  concern¬ 
ing  the  juftnefs  of  their  observations,  I  carefully 
weigh  them  again  with  a  friend  or  two  :  and,  lal'i 
of  all,  I  recite  them  to  a  more  numerous  afl’em- 
bly.  This  is  the  time,  believe  me,  when  1  find 
myfelf  boft  able  to  exercife  all  the  feverity  of  the 
mod:  rigid  criticifin  ;  for  my  attention  rifes  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  my  fjlicitude  j  as  nothing  fo  much  awa¬ 
kens  the  judgment  as  that  reverence,  and  moddf 
timidity,  which  one  feels  upon  thole  occafions,. 
For  do  but  reflect  and  tell  me,  whether  you  would 
not  be  infinitely  lefs  affected  if  you  were  to  ipeak 
before  a  fingle  perfbn  only,  though  ever  fo  learn¬ 
ed,  than  before  a  numerous  aifembly,  even  though 
it  were  compofed  of  none  but  illiterate  people  ? 
When  you  rife  up  to  plead,  are  you.  not  at  that 
jun&ure,  above  all  others,  mod  diffident  of  your- 
felf  ?  and  do  you  not  wifli,  I  will  not  fay  fonie 
particular  parts  only,  but  that  the  whole  frame 
of  your  intended  fpe.-ch  was  altered  ?  efpecially  if 
the  circle  is  large  in  which  you  are  to  fpeak ;  for 
at  fuch  a  feafon  there  is  fomething  even  in  the 
mod  vulgar  audience  that  ftrikes  one  with  awe. 
And  if  you  fufpe£t  you  are  not  well  received  at 
the  firft  opening  of  your  fpeecb,  do  you  not  find 
all  the  energy  of  your  powers  weakened,  and  the 
whole  ftrength  of  your  refbluticn  fink  under. 

Jou  ?  The  reafon  I  imagine  to  be,  that  there  is 
know  not  what  dignity  in  the  collective  fenti- 
ments  of  a  multitude,  and  though  feparately  their 
judgment  is,  perhaps,  of  little  weight,  yet  when 
united  it  becomes  confiderable.  Agreeably  ro- 
this  notion,  Pomponius  Secundus,  the  famous 
tragic  poet,  whenever  his  friend  and.  he  differed 
about  the  retaining  or  r'jeCting  any  thing  in  his 
writings. 
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writings,  ufedto  fay,  I  appeal*  to  the  people  ;  and 
accordingly,  by  their  filence  or  applaufe,  adopted 
either  his  own  or  his  friend’s  1‘entiments :  fuch 
was  the  regard  he  paid  to  the  populace  !  f  Whe¬ 
ther 

•  There  is  a  kind  of  witticifm  in  this  expreflion, 
which  will  be  loft  to  the  mere  isnglifh  reader,  unlefs 
he  be  informed,  that  the  Romani  had  a  privilege 
confirmed  to  them  by  feveral  laws  which  pafied  m 
the  earlier  ages  of  the  republic,  of  appealing  from 
the  decifions  of  the  magiifrates,  to  the  general  af- 
fembly  of  the  people ;  and  they  did  fo  in  the  form  of 
words  which  Pomponius  here  applies  to  a  different 
purpofe. 

+  However  unfafe,  in  general,  an  appeal  to  the  vul¬ 
gar  notions  may  be,  there  are  yet  fome  cafes  in  which 
their  fentiments  have  ever  been  received  by  the  judi¬ 
cious,  as  decifive.  The  merit  of  performances  in  the 
perfuafive,  or  imitative  arts,  fo  far  as  the  mere  rai¬ 
ling  or  reprefenting  the  pailions  are  concerned,  will 
belt  be  tried  by  the  effett  they  produce  in  plain  and 
unbLiflcd  minds :  for  (as  Tully  obferves)  “  that  artift 
“  who  has  nature  for  his  object,  mull  certainly  fall 
“  fhort  of  the  truth  of  his  art,  where  nature  is  not 
“  moved*.”  The  cuftom  which  prevailed  among  the 
Romans  of  reciting  their  works  of  genius  in  the  por¬ 
ticoes,  and  places  of  public  refort,  took  its  rife,  pro¬ 
bably,  from  the  fame  notion  of  a  general  and  innate 
tafte  being  implanted  in  all  mankind  of  what  is  juft 
and  natural  in  the  moving  arts.  Tt  was  upon  this 
principle  likewile,  that  the  great  mailers  in  painting 
and  ftatuary  in  ancient. Greece,  exhibited  their  per- 
formances  to  public  view,  and  correfted  them  by  the 
popular  feelings.  There  is  a  remarkable  ftory  told 
of  Annibal  Carrache,  which  foews  he  received  the 
fame  ftandard  of  merit.  He  took  notice  that  a  fa¬ 
mous  pifture  of  Dominichin’s  reprefenting  the  flagel¬ 
lation  of  St  Andrew,  made  a  very  ftrong  impreffion 
upon  an  old  woman,  who  at  the  fame  time  feemed 
little  affedled  with  another  pifture  of- a  martyrdom 
•Deorat.  lib.  x. 

done 
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ther  with  juflice  or  not,  it  does  not  concern  me 
to  determine,  as  I  never  recite  my  works  public¬ 
ly,  but  only  before  a  feleCl  number  of  friends, 
whcfe  prefence  I  refptCl,  and  whofe  judgment  f 
value;  in  a  word,  whofe  opinions  1  obferve  as  if 
they  were  fo  many  individuals  I  had  feparately 
confulted,  at  the  fame  time  that  I  {land  in  as 
much  fear  of  them  as  l  fhould  of  the  mofl  nu¬ 
merous  allembly.  What  Cicero  fays  of  compo- 
fing,  will,  in  my  opinion,  hold  true  of  that  awe 
we  have  of  the  public  :  “  It  is  the  moll  rigid 
“  critic  imaginable.”  The  very  thoughts  of  re¬ 
citing,  the  notion  of  entering  an  afl'embly,  and 
the  reverential  concern  when  one  is’  there ;  each 
of  thefe  circumllances  tends  to  improve  and  per¬ 
fect  an  author’s  performance.  Upon  the  whole, 
therefore,  I  cannot  repent  of  a  cuftom  which  I 
have  experienced  to  be  fo  exceedingly  beneficial} 
and  am  fb  far  from  being  difcouraged  by  the 
trifling  objections  of  thefe  cenfors,  that  I  beg  you 
would  point  out  to  me  if  there  is  yet  any  other 
method  of  correction,  that  I  may  add  to  this  i 
for  nothing  can  fufRciently  fatisfy  my  care  to 
render  my  compoliiions  finifhed.  I  refleCt  what 
an  arduous  undertaking  it  is  to  refign  any  work 
into  tie  hands  of  the  public;  and!  cannot  but 
be  perfuaded,  that  frequent  rtvifals,  and  many 
confutations  muft  go  to  the  finiftiing  of  a  per¬ 
formance,  which  one  defires  the  world  Ihould 
univerfally,  and  for  ever  admire. 

done  by  Guide,  which  was  placed  near  it.  A  debate 
afterwards  happening  about  the  merit  of  thefe  two 
performances,  Carrache  decided  the  difpute  by  only 
telling  this  fafl.  Thus,  as  the  poet  oblerves. 


- The  people's  ’voice  is  odd. 

It  is,  and  it.  is  not,  the  voice  of  God. 


Pope. 
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Epift.  XVIII.  Pliny  to  Caninius. 

YOU  afk  rny  advice  in  what  manner  the  mo¬ 
ney  you  have  given  to  our  countrymen  for 
an  annual  feftival,  may  be  fecured  after  your 
death.  Your  queftion  proceeds  from  a  truly 
generous  principle,  but  the  anfwer  to  it  is  not 
very  ca  fy.  Should  you  pay  down  the  money  to 
the  community ;  there  is  great  danger  that  it  will 
be  fquandercd  away.  Should  you  fettle  lands  for 
that  purpcfe;  they  will  probably  be  neglected,  as 
thole  of  the  public  ufually  are.  Upon  the  whole, 
then,  1  can  think  of  no  method  more  eligible 
than  what  I  purfued  myfelf  in  a  parallel  inftance. 
Intending  to  give  five  hundred  thoufand  fefterces 
for  the  maintenance  of  children  who  were  born 
of  good  families,  I  made  a  fictitious  fait  to  the 
public  agent  of  an  eftate  in  land  which  was 
worth  confiderably  more,  who  reconveyed  it 
back  to  me,  charged  with  a  yearly  rent  of  30,000 
lefterces.  By  this  means  the  principal  was  fe¬ 
cured  to  the  community,  at  the  fame  time  the 
intereft  was  certain,  and  the  eftate  itfelf  (as  it  was 
of  much  greater  value  than  the  rent  charged  upon 
it)  was  always  fure  of  finding  a  tenant.  I  am 
well  apprifed,  indeed,  that  by  this  method  I  have 
a&ualiy  given  more  than  I  appear  to  have  done, 
as  the  value  of  the  whole  eftate  will  be  a  good 
deal  lefiened  by  the  incumbrance  with  which  it 
is  charged.  But  the  intereft  of  the  public  ought 
always  to  take  place  of  every  private  confidera- 
tion,  as  what  is  eternal  is  to  be  preferred  to  what 
is  mortal ;  and  a  man  of  true  generofity  will 
ftudy  how  to  render  his  benefaClion  molt  advan¬ 
tageous,  rather  than  how  he  may  beftow  it  with 
leaft  expenfe.  Farewell. 


Epift.  19.  of  P  L  I  N  Y.  275 

Epi/l.  XIX.  Pliny  to  Priscus. 

I  AM  extremely  concerned  at  the  ilinefs  of  Fan- 
nia  which  {he  contracted  during  her  attend¬ 
ance  on  Junia,  one  of  the  Veftal  virgins.  She 
engaged  in  this  good  office  at  firft  voluntarily,  Ju¬ 
nia  being  her  relation ;  as  {he  was  afterwards 
appointed  to  it  by  an  order  from  the  college  of 
priefts :  for  thefe  virgins,  when  any  indifpofi- 
tion  makes  it  necefiary  to  remove  them  from  the 
temple  of  V efta,  are  always  delivered  to  the  care 
and  cuftody  of  fome  venerable  matron.  It  was 
her  affiduity  in  the  execution  of  this  charge  that 
occalioned  her  prtlcnt  difordcr,  which  is  a  con¬ 
tinual  fever,  attended  with  a  cough  that  increa- 
fes  daily.  She  is  extremely  emaciated,  and  feems 
in  a  total  decay  of  every  thing  but  fpirits  ;  thole 
indeed  {he  preierves  in  their  full  vigour}  and 
in  a  manner  worthy  the  wife  of  Helvidius,  and 
the  daughter  of  Thrafea.  In  all  the  reft  {he  is 
fo  greatly  impaired,  that  I  am  more  than  appre- 
henfive  upon  her  account ;  I  am  deeply  affli&ed. 
I  grieve,  my  friend,  that  lo  excellent  a  woman 
is  going  to  be  removed  from  the  eyes  of  the 
world,  which  will  never,  perhaps,  again  behold 
her  equal.  How  confummate  is  her  virtue,  her 
piety,  her  wifdom,  her  courage !  She  twice  fol¬ 
lowed  h#r  hufband  into  exile,  and  once  was 
baniftied  herfelf  upon  his  account.  For  Senecio, 
when  he  was  tried  for  writing  the  life  of  Helvi¬ 
dius,  having  laid  in  his  defence  that  he  compofed 
that  work  at  the  requeft  of  Fannia ;  Metius  Carus, 
with  a  ftern  and  threatening  air,  afked  her  whe¬ 
ther  it  was  true  ?  She  acknowledged  it  was :  and 
when  he  farther  queftioned  her,  whether  {be  fup- 
plied  him  likewife  with  materials  for  that  purpofe, 
and  whether  her  mother  was  privy  to  this  trans¬ 
action  ?  {he  boldly  confeiled  the  former,  but  ab- 
folutcly 
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folutely  denied  the  latter.  In  Ihort,  throughout 
her  whole  examination  not  a  word  efcaped  her 
that  betrayed  the  leaft  emotion  of  fear.  On  the 
contrary,  £he  had  the  courage  to  preferve  a  copy 
of  thofe  very  books  which  the  fenate,  overawed 
by  the  tyranny  of  the  times,  had  ordered  to  be 
fupprefled,  and  at  the  fame  time  the  effcdts  of  the 
author  to  be  confdcated  ;  and  took  with  her  as 
the  companions  of  her  exile,  what  had  been  the 
caufe  of  it.  How  pleafing  is  her  converfation, 
how  polite  her  addrcis,  and  (which  feldom  unites 
in  the  fame  character)  how  venerable  is  {he  as 
well  as  amiable  !  She  will  hereafter,  I  am  well 
periuaded,  be  pointed  out  as  a  model  to  all 
wives  ;  and  perhaps  be  efteemed  worthy  to  be  let 
forth  as  an  example  of  fortitude  even  to  our  fex  ; 
fince,  while  yet  we  have  the  pleafure  of  feeing 
and  converfmg  with  her,  we  contemplate  her  with 
the  laine  admiration,  as  thofe  heroines  who  are 
celebrated  in  ancient  ftory.  For  myfelf,  1  confel's, 
I  cannot  but  tremble  for  this  illultrious  houfc, 
which  fee  ms  Ihaken  to  its  very  foundations,  and 
ready  to  fall  into  ruins  with  her:  for  though  lhe 
will  leave  defeendents  behind  her,  yet  what  a 
height  of  virtue  mult  they  retain,  what  glorious 
actions  must  tney  perforin,  ere  the  world  will  be 
perfuuded  that  this  excellent  woman  was  not  the 
Lit  of  her  family  !  It  is  an  aggravating  circum- 
ltance  of  affliction  to  me,  that  by  her  death  I  St  em 
to  loie  a  Second  time  her  mother ;  that  worthy 
mother  (and  what  can  1  fay  higher  in  her  praile)  of 
fb  amiable  a  perlbii !  who,  as  (he  was  reftored  to  me 
in  her  daught  r,  fo  {he  will  now  again  be  taken 
from  me,  and  tile  lofs  of  Fannia  will  thus  pitree 
my  heart  at  once  with  a  freftr  {tab,  and  at  the 
fame  time  tear  open  a  former  wound.  1  loved 
and  bonouied  them  both  {o  highly,  that  I  knew 
not  which  had  the  greateil  {hare  of  my  efleom 
and  affedtion  ;  a  point  they  delired  might  ever  re¬ 
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main  undetermined.  In  their  profperity  and  their 
adverfity  I  did  them  every  good  office  in  my 
power,  and  was  their  comforter  in  exile,  as  well 
as  their  avenger  at  their  return.  But  I  have  not 
yet  paid  them  what  l  o.ve,  and  am  1  j  much  the 
more  folicitous  for  the  recovery  of  this  lady,  that 
I  may  have  time  to  acquit  what  is  due  from  me 
to  her.  Such  is  the  anxiety  under  which  I  write 
this  letter  !  But  if  Ibme  friendly  power  fhou'J 
happily  give  me  occaii  in  to  exchange  it  for  fen- 
timems  of  joy,  I  fliall  not  complain  of  the  alarms 
1  now  furFcr.  Farewell. 


Epl/L  XX.  Plixy  to  Tacitus. 

I  Have  read  your  book,  and  with  the  utmoft  care 
have  marked  the  panages  which  I  think 
fhould  he  altered,  and  thof:  1  am  of  opinion  ought 
to  be  expunged.  It  is  as  habitual  to  me  to  (peak 
truth,  as  it  is  agreeable  to  y  >u  to  hear  it ;  and  in¬ 
deed  none  are  more  patien  of  cenfure,  than  thofe 
who  have  the  bell:  claim  tr>  applajfe.  I  now  ex- 
pcifl  in  retu-n,  your  obfeivations  upon  the  trea- 
t i fie  of  mine  which  I  ll-nt  \cu.  How  agreeable, 
how  noble  is  fuch  a  commeite!  and  how  am  I 
pleafed  with  the  thought,  that  pofb.-ri'.y,  if  it 
fha.II  at  all  concern  itlelf  with  us,  will  cot  ceafc 
to  mention  with  what  b.aru  ory,  what  freedom, 
what  fidelity  we  lived  tog-,  tker  !  It  will  be  an  in- 
flanes  as  remarkable  as  it  is  iincommo  :,  ;hat  two 
perions  nearly  of  the  lame  age  and  ran:.,  and  of 
Ibme  character  in  the  republic  of  lefteis,  ( .-or  fince 
I  join  fnyfelf  with  you,  I  am  ob;iged  to  fpcak  of 
vocr  merit  with  refer ve) ,  111.-:. Id  thus  mutually 
afiilt  and  promote  each  other’-,  fl.dits.  When  I 
was  a  very  young  man,  and  you  in  the  piiire  of 
your  glory  and  reputation,  I  endeavoured  to  fol¬ 
low  your  fteps,  and  was  deli  10 us  to  be  confider- 
ed  as  next  in  ciura&er  to  you. 

Vot.  II.  A  ' a  But 
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•  But  next  with  many  a  length  betzuecn  f 
And  though  there  were,  at  that  time,  many  cele¬ 
brated  geniufes  in  Rome,  yet  you,  of  all  others, 
appeared  to  me,  not  only  moll  worthy  to  be  my 
model,  but,  from  a  fimilitude  of  our  difpofitions, 
molt  ealy  to  my  imitation.  It  is  particularly  a- 
greeable  to  me  therefore  to  find,  that  in  ail  com¬ 
panies  where  learning  is  the  topic  of  conversa¬ 
tion,  we  are  always  mentioned  together,  and 
that  my  name  immediately  follows  yours.  It  is 
true,  there  are  fome  who  prefer  you  to  me,  as  o- 
tners,  on  the  contrary,  give  me  the  advantage ; 
but  I  am  little  folicitous  in  what  order  we  are 
placed,  fo  that  we  Hand  united  ;  for,  in  my  efti- 
mation,  whoever  is  next  to  you  mull  be  before 
every  body  elfe.  You  even  fee  *  in  wills  (unlefs 
in  the  cafe  of  particular  frit  ndfhip  to  either  of  us) 
we  are  always  equally  cor.fidered,  and  that  the  le¬ 
gacies  bequeathed  to  us  are  generally  the  fame,, 
both  in  number  and  value.  Since  therefore  we 
are  thus  clofely  linked  together  by  a  fimilitude  of 

*  It  was  the  peculiar  cuflom  of  Rome,  for  the  cli¬ 
ents  and  dependents  of  families,  to  bequeath  at  their 
death  to  their  patrons  fome  conftderable  part  of  their 
elhites,  as  the  moll  effeftual  teftimony  of  their  relpeiil 
and  gratitude ;  and  the  more  a  man  received  in  this 
way,  the  more  it  redounded  to  his  credit.  Thus  Ci¬ 
cero  mentions  it  to  the  honour  of  Lucullus,  that, 
while  he  governed  Alia  as  proconful,  many  great  e- 
ftates  were  left  to  him  by  will.  And  Nepos  tells  us, 
in  praife  of  Atticus,  that  he  fucceeded  to  many  inheri¬ 
tances  of  the  fame  kind,  bequeathed  to  him  on  no  other 
account,  than  of  his  friendly  and  amiable  temper. 
Cicero,  when  he  was  falfely  reproached  by  Antony, 
with  being  negle&ed  on  thefe  occafions,  declared  in 
his  reply,  that  he  had  gained  from  this  Angle  article, 
about  two  hundred  thoufaad  pounds.  Middleton  s 
life  of  Tally,  2.5.4. 


ftudics, 
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ftudies,  manners,  reputation,  and  even  by  thofe 
lalt  inftances  of  human  judgment,  fhould  it  not 
mutually  tend  to  inflame  us  with  the  moll  ardent 
affe£tion  ?  Farewell. 

Epijl.  XXI.  Pliny  to  Cornutus. 

I  Obey,  my  dcareft  colLague,  and  confult  the 
weaknefs  of  my  eyes,  as  you  injoin  me.  For 
1  came  hither  in  a  covered  litter,  in  which  I  was 
as  much  fheltered  as  if  I  had  been  in  my  cham¬ 
ber.  I  forbear  too  (with  difficulty  indeed,  how¬ 
ever  I  do  forbear)  as  well  writing  as  reading,  and 
ftudy  only  with  my  ears.  By  drawing  the  cur¬ 
tains  of  my  chamber,  l  make  it  gloomy,  but  not 
dark  ;  and  when  I  walk  in  my  covered  portico,  l 
{hut  the  lower  range  of  windows,  and  by  that 
means  enjoy  as  much  fhade  as  light.  Thus  I  en¬ 
deavour  to  accuftom  myfelf  to  the  light  by  de¬ 
grees.  The  bath  being  of  fervice  in  this  cafe,  I  al¬ 
low  myfelf  the  ufe  of  it,  as  I  do  of  wine,  becaufr; 
it  is  not  judged  prejudicial ;  but  I  take  it  with 
great  moderation.  I  do  fo,  you  know,  at  all  times, 
but  particularly  now  that  I  have  *  one  who  nar¬ 
rowly  obferves  me.  —  I  received  the  pullet,  wish 
great  pleafure  as  coming  from  you,  and  weak  as 
my  eyes  ftill  are,  they  are  flrong  enough  howe¬ 
ver  to  difeern  it  is  extremely  fat.  Farewell. 

Epijl.  XXII.  Pliny  to  F/.lco. 

YOU  will  be  lefs  furprifed,  that  I  have  fj  im¬ 
portunately  preflid  you  to  confer  the  tri- 
bunefhip  upon  my  friend,  when  you  {hall  be  in¬ 
formed  who  and  what  he  i;.  As  you  have  pro- 
mifed  to  fupport  his  intereft,  I  may  now  venture 
to  acquaint  you  with  his  name  and  character.  It 
is  Cornelius  Minutianus,  who  both  in  rank  and 
*  Meaning  his  wife,  perhaps,  or  his  phyfician. 


280  The  EPISTLES  Eook  VII. 
virtue  is  the  ornament  of  that  province  to  which 
I  owe  my  birth.  His  fanvly  and  fortune  are  no¬ 
ble,  and  jet  he  purfucs  his  fiudies  with  as  much 
application,  as  it  the  necefiity  of  his  circumftan- 
ces  required  it.  He  is  a  in-.ft  upright  judge,  a 
rr.oft  ftrenuous  advocate,  a  molt  faithful  iriend. 
You  will  look  upon  the  obligation  as  done  to 
yowrfelf,  when  you  thill  have  an  opportunity  of 
taking  a  nearer  view  of  this  excellent  perfon,  who 
(riot  to  fpeak  in  too  lofty  terms  of  fo  modeft  a 
man)  is  equal  to  all  the  honours  and  titles  that 
can  be  confeired  upon  him.  Farewell. 

Ep'lft.  XIII.  Pliny  to  Fabatus  *. 

I  Greatly  rejoice  that  you  are  fo  ftrong,  as  to 
be  able  to  take  a  journey  to  Mediolanum,  in 
order  to  meet  Tiro  :  but  that  you  may  continue 
to  enj  iy  that  happinefs,  let  me  beg  of  you  to  fpare 
yourfclf  a  fatigue  io  improper  for" a  man  of  your 
years.  I  mult  inftft  then,  that  you  wait  f  r  him 
at  Comum,  and  that  you  do  not  ftirout  of  your 
own  houfe,  nor  even  out  of  your  chamber  to 
receive  him.  As  I  love  him  with  the  affection 
of  a  brother,  it  would  be  unreafonable  he  fhould 
expedl  from  the  perfon  whom  I  honour  as  my  pa¬ 
rent,  a  point  ef  ceremony  which  he  would  not 
require  of  his  own.  Farewell. 

Epijl.  XXIV.  Pliny  to  Geminius. 

N’Umidia  Quadratilla  is  dead  at  almoft  four- 
fcore  years  of  age  ;  frefh  and  h-ile  till  her 
Jail  fickrefs,  and  of  a  ft;  engh  and  firmnefs  of  body 
unulual.  to  jrerfons  of  her  lex.  She  has  left  a  ve¬ 
ry  pruddr.t  will,  having  difpefed  of  two  thirds  of 
her  efEte  to  her  grandfon,  and  the  reft  to  her 
grand-daughter.  The  young  lady  I  know  little 
*  His  wife’s  grandfather. 
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of,  but  the  grandlon  is  one  of  the  mod  fa¬ 
vourite  and  intimate  friends  I  have.  He  is  a 
peifon  of  fingular  worth,  whofe  merit  entitles 
him  to  tlie  affection  of  a  relation,  even  where 
his  blood  does  not.  Though  he  is  extremely 
beautiful,  he  cfcaped  every  malicious  imputation, 
both  whilli  a  boy  and  when  a  youth  :  he  was  a 
hulband  at  four  and  twenty,  and  would  have 
been  a  father  if  providence  had  not  difappointed 
his  hopes.  He  lived  in  the  family  with  his  grand¬ 
mother,  who  was  exceedingly  devoted  to  the 
pleafures  of  the  town,  with  great  feveriry  of  cflm- 
duil,  yet  at  the  fame  time  with  the  utmuft  com¬ 
pliance.  She  retained  a  fet  of  pantomimes,  and' 
was  an  encouragcr  of  this  fort  of  people  10  a  de¬ 
gree  inconfiftent  with  a  perlbn  of  her  fex  and 
rank.  But  Quadratus  never  appeared  at  tilde  en¬ 
tertainments,  not  only  when  (lie  exhibited  them, 
in  the  theatre,  but  even  in  her  own  houle  ;  nor 
indeed  did  ihc  expect  he  fliould.  1  once  heard  her 
fay,  when  file  was  recommending  the  ftudics  of 
her  granJfon  to  my  infpection,  that  it  was  her 
cuftom,  in  order  to  pafs  away  fome  of  thofe  un¬ 
employed  hours  with  which  female  life  abounds, 
to  amule  herfelf  with  playing  at  chefs,  or  feeing 
the  mimicry  of  her  pantomimes;  but  that  whenever 
foe  engaged  either  in  the  one  or  the  other,  Ihe  con- 
ftantly  lent  away  her  grandfon  to  his  ftudics  :  si 
cuftom,  I  imagine,  which  fire  obferved  as  much 
out  of  a  certain  reverence,  as  affection,  to  the 
youth.  I  was  a  good  deal  lurprifed,  as  I  am 
perfuaded  you  will  be,  at  what  he  told  me  the 
laft  time  the  Pontifical  *  games  were  exhibited. 
As  we  were  coming  out  of  the  theatre  together, 
where  we  had  been  entertained  with  a  fliew  of 

*  The  priefes,  as  well  as  other  magistrates,  ex¬ 
hibited  public  games  to  the  people  when  they  enter¬ 
ed  upon  their  office. 

A  a  3  thdb 
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thefe  pantomimes.  Do  you  know,  faid  he,  this  is 
the  frji  time  I  ever  faw  J^uadratilla’ s  freedman 
dunce  ?  Such  is  the  chara£ler  of  her  grandfon  ! 
while  a  let  of  men  of  a  far  different  {lamp,  in  or¬ 
der  to  do  honour  to  Quadratilla,  (I  am  afnamed 
to  employ  that  word  to  what,  in  truth,  was  but 
the  loweft  and  grofleft  flattery),  were  running  up 
and  down  the  theatre,  pretending  to  be  {truck 
with  the  utmoft  admiration  and  rapture  at  the 
performances  of  thofe  pantomimes,  and  then  mi¬ 
micking  all  their  gefticuJations  and  repeating  the 
fongs,  in  order  to  pay  court  to  the  lady  patronefs 
of  this  company.  But  now  all  that  thefe  theatri¬ 
cal  flatterers  have  got  in  return,  is  only  a  few 
trifling  legacies,  which  they  have  the  mortifica  • 
ti<  n  to  receive  from  an  heir,  who  was  never  fo 
much  as  prefent  at  Quadratilla’s  {hews.  —  I  fend 
you  this  account,  as  knowing  it  is  not  difagreea- 
ble  to  you  to  hear  the  news  of  the  town,  and 
becaufe  when  any  occurrence  has  given  me  plea- 
lure,  I  love  to  renew  it  again  by  relating  it. 
And  indeed  this  inflance  of  affe&ion  in  Qiia- 
dratilla,  and  the  honour  done  therein  to  that  ex¬ 
cellent  youth  her  grandfon,  has  afforded  me  a  ve¬ 
ry  fenuble  fatisfadlion  j  as  I  extremely  rejoice 
that  the  houfe  which  once  belonged  to  Caffius, 
the  founder  and  chief  of  the  *  Caflian  fchool,  is 
come  into  the  pofleffion  of  a  perfon  not  lefs  con- 
ftderable  than  its  former  mailer.  For  be  allured, 
my  friend  will  fill  it  as  he  ought,  and  its  ancient 
luftre  will  again  revive  under  Quadratus,  who, 
I  am  perfuaded,  will  prove  as  eminent  an  orator, 
as  Caffius  was  a  lawyer.  Farewell. 


*  A  famous  lawyer  who  flourished  in  the  reign  of 
the  emperor  Claudius  :  thofe  who  followed  his  opi¬ 
nion  were  faid  to  be  Calfiani,  or  of  the  fchool  of 
Caffius. 
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Eplft.  XXV.  Puny  to  Rufus. 

A  Las  !  what  a  number  of  learned  men  does 
modefty  conceal,  or  love  of  eafe  withdraw 
from  the  notice  of  the  world  !  and  yet  when  wc 
are  going  to  fpeuk.  or  recite  in  public,  it  is  the 
judgment  only  of  oftentatious  talents  which  we 
ifand  in  awe  of:  whereas,  in  truth,  thofe  who 
fdently  cultivate  the  icicnces  have  fo  much  a 
higher  claim  to  regard,  as  they  pay  a  calm  vene¬ 
ration  to  whatever  is  great  in  works  of  genius  : 
an  obfervation  which  I  give  you  upon  expe¬ 
rience.  Terentius  Junior  having  palled  through 
the  military  offices  fuitable  to  a  perlbn  of  eque- 
ftrian  rank,  and  executed  with  great  integrity 
the  port  of  receiver-general  of  the  revenues  in 
Narbonenfian  Gaul,  retired  to  his  eftate,  prefer¬ 
ring  the  enjoyment  of  an  uninterrupted  tranquil¬ 
lity,  to  thole  honours  which  his  fervices  had 
merited.  He  invited  me  lately  to  his  houfe, 
where,  looking  upon  him  only  as  a  worthy  ma¬ 
iler  of  a  family,  and  an  indudrious  farmer,  I 
ftarted  fuch  topics  of  converfation  in  which  I 
imagined  he  was  moll  verfed.  But  he  foon 
turned  the  difeourfe,  and,  with  a  great  fund  of 
knowledge,  entered  upon  points  of  literature. 
With  what  elegance  did  he  exprels  himlelf  in 
Latin  and’  Greek  !  for  he  is  lb  perfedtly  well  /kill¬ 
ed  in  both,  that  which  ever  he  ules.  Items  to  be 
the  language  wherein  he  particularly  excels. 
How  extenfive  is  his  reading  !  how  tenacious  his 
.memory  !  You  would  not  imagine  him  the  inha¬ 
bitant  of  a  country-village,  but  of  polite  Athens 
herielf.  In  fhort,  his  cenverfation  has  increased 
my  folicitude  concerning  my  works,  and  taught 
me  to  fear  the  judgment  of  thefe  retired  country- 
gentlemen,  as  much  as  thofe  of  more  known 
and  confpicuous  learning.  And  let  me  perfuade 
you 
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you  to  confider  them  in  the  fame  ]:ght:  for  be¬ 
lieve  me,  upon  a  careful  obfervation,  you  will 
often  find,  in  the  literary  as  well  as  military  world, 
mod  formidable  abilities  concealed  under  a  very 
unpromifing  appearance.  Farewell. 

Epif.  XXVI.  Pliny  to  Maximus. 

THE  lingering  illnels  of  a  particular  friend 
lately  taught  me,  that  we  are  always  molt 
virtuous  in  ficknefs.  Where  is  the  man,  who, 
under  the  pain  of  any  diftemper,  is  either  folici- 
ted  by  avarice  or  inflamed  with  lull  ?  At  fuch  a 
feafon  he  is  neither  a  iltve  of  love,  nor  the  fool 
of  ambition  ;  he  looks  with  indifference  upon  the 
charms  of  wealth,  and  is  contented  with  ever  fo 
fniall  a  portion  of  it,  as  being  upon  the  point  of 
leaving  even  that  little.  It  is  then  he  recollecls 
there  are  gods,  and  that  he  himfelf  is  but  a  man  : 
no  mortal  is  then  the  obje£l  of  his  envy,  his  ad¬ 
miration,  or  his  contempt ;  and  the  reports  of 
flander  neither  raife  his  attention,  nor  feed  his 
curiofity  :  his  imagination  is  wholly  employed  * 
upon  baths  and  fountains.  Tbefe  are  the  l'ub- 
je£ls  of  his  cares  and  wi(hes,  while  he  refolves, 
if  he  Ihould  recover,  to  pafs  the  remainder  of  his 
days  in  eafe  and  tranquillity,  that  is,  in  inno¬ 
cence  and  happinefs.  1  may  therefore  lay  down 
to  you  and  myfelf  a  Ihort  rule,  which  the  philo- 
fophers  have  endeavoured  to  inculcate  at  the  ex- 
penle  of  many  words,  and  even  many  volumes  ; 
that  “  we  Ihould  pra&ife  in  health,  thofe  tcfo- 
“  lutions  we  form  in  ficknefs.”  Farewell. 

*  It  is  probable  that  fevers  were  the  peculiar  dif- 
temper  of  Rome,  as  Pliny  in  his  general  allufions  to 
diforders  of  the  body,  feems  always  to  confider  them, 
of  the  inflammatory  kind. 

Epijl. 
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Epijl.  XXVII.  Pliny  to  Sura. 

OUR  piefent  recefs  from  bufinefs  gives  you 
an  opportunity  to  teach,  and  me  to  learn 
from  you.  1  would  therefore  willingly  know 
your  fentiments  concerning  fpeetrcs,  whether 
you  believe  they  have  a  real  form,  and  are  a  lore 
of  divinities,  or  only  the  fa’ie  imprefiions  of  a 
terrified  imagination  ?  What  particularly  inclines 
me  to  give  credit  to  their  exillence,  is  a  ftory 
which  I  heard  of  Curtius  Rufus.  When  he  was 
in  low  cireumflances  and  unknown  in  the  world, 
he  attended  the  governor  of  Africa  into  that 
province.  One  evening  as  he  was  walking  in 
the  public  portico,  he  was  extremely  furprifed 
with  the  figure  of  a  woman  which  appeared  to 
him,  of  a  fize  and  beauty  more  than  human.  She 
told  him  (he  was  the  tutelar  power  that  prtfi- 
ded  over  Africa,  and  was  come  to  inform  him  of 
the  future  events  of  his  life:  that  he  fhould  go 
back  to  Rome,  where  he  fhould  be  railed  to  the 
higheft  honours,  and  return  to  that  province  in¬ 
verted  with  the  proconfular  dignity,  and  there 
fhould  die.  Accordingly  every  circumftance  of 
this  prophecy  was  a&ually  accomplifhed.  It  is 
faicl  farther,  that  upon  his  arrival  at  Carthage,  as 
he  was  coming  out  of  the  fhip,  the  fame  figure 
accofted  him  upon  the  fhore.  It  is  certain,  at 
kart,  that  being  feize’d  with  a  fit  of  illnefs,  though 
there  were  no  fymptoms  in  his  cafe  that  led  his 
attendants  to  defpair,  he  inftantly  gave  up  all 
hope  of  recovery  ;  judging,  it  fhould  feem,  of  the 
truth  of  the  futurepart  of  the  prediction,  by  that 
which  had  already  been  fulfilled,  and  of  the  mif- 
fortune  which  threatened  him,  by  the  fuccefs 
which  he  had  experienced.  '1  o  this  ftory  let  me 
add  another  as  remarkable  as  the  former,  but  at¬ 
tended  with  cireumflances  of  great  horror  ;  which- 
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I  will  give  you  exaCHy  as  it  was  related  to  me. 
There  was  at  Athens  a  large  and  (paiious  houfe, 
which  lay  under  the  difrepute  of  being  haunted. 
In  the  dead  of  the  night  a  noile,  refembling  the 
clafhing  of  iron  was  frequently  heard,  which,  if 
you  Iiftened  more  attentively,  founded  like  the 
rattling  of  chains  ;  at  firft  it  feemed  at  a  diftancc, 
but  approached  nearer  by  degrees  :  immediately 
afterward  a  fpeCtre  appeared  in  the  form  of  an  old 
man,  extremely  meagre  and  ghaftly,  with  a  long 
beard  and  difhevelled  hair,  rattling  the  chains  on 
his  feet  and  hands.  The  poor  inhabitants  in  the 
mean  while  palled  their  nights  under  'the  moft 
dreadful  terrors  imaginable.  This,  as  it  broke 
their  reft,  ruined  their  health,  and  threw  them 
into  diftempers,  which,  together  with  their  hor¬ 
rors  of  mind,  proved  in  the  end  fatal  to  their 
lives.  Even  in  the  day-time,  though  the  fpirit 
did  not  appear,  yet  the  remembrance  of  it  made 
fuch  a  ftrong  impreflion  upon  their  imaginations, 
that  it  ftill  feemed  before  their  eyes,  and  conti¬ 
nually  alarmed  them,  though  it  was  no  longer  pre- 
fent.  By  this  means  the  houfe  was  at  lafTdefert- 
ed,  as  being  judged  by  every  body  to  be  abfolutely 
uninhabitable  ;  fo  that  it  was  now  entirely  aban¬ 
doned  to  the  gheft.  However,  in  hopes  that 
fome  tenant  might  be  found  who  was  ignorant  of 
this  great  calamity  which  attended  it,  a  bill  was 
put  up,  giving  notice,  that  it  was  either  to  be  let 
or  fold.  It  happened  that  Athenodorus  the  phi- 
lofopher  came  to  Athens  at  this  time,  and  read¬ 
ing  the  bill,  inquired  the  price.  The  extraor¬ 
dinary  cheapnels  raifed  his  fufpicion  ;  neverthe¬ 
less,  when  he  heard  the  whole  ftory,  he  was  fo 
far  from  being  difeouraged,  that  he  was  more 
ftrongly  inclined  to  hire  it,  and,  in  fhort,  actu¬ 
ally  did  fo.  When  it  grew  towards  evening,  he 
ordered  a  couch  to  be  prepared  for  him  in  the 
forepart  of  the  houfe,  and  after  calling  for  a 
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lighr,  together  with  his  pen  and  tablets,  he  di¬ 
rected  all  his  people  to  retire.  But  that  his  mind 
might  not,  for  want  of  employment,  be  open  to 
the  vain  terrors  of  imaginary  noifes  and  fpirits, 
he  applied  himlelf  to  writing  with  the  utmoft  at¬ 
tention.  The  firft  part  of  the  night  puffed  with 
ufual  filcnce,  when  at  length  the  chains  began  to 
rattle  :  however,  he  neither  lifted  up  his  eyes, 
nor  laid  down  his  pen,  but  diverted  his  obferva- 
tions  by  purfuinghis  ftudies  with  greater  c-urneft- 
nefs.  The  noifc  increafed  and  advanced  nearer, 
till  it  ieemed  at  the  door,  and  atlaft  in  the  cham¬ 
ber.  He  looked  up  and  faw  the  ghoft  exactly 
in  the  manner  it  had  been  deferibed  to  him  :  it 
Hood  before  him,  beckoning  with  the  finger. 
Athenodorus  made  a  fign  with  his  hand  that  it 
Ihould  wait  a  little,  and  threw  his  eyes  again  upon 
his  papers,  but  the  ghoft  flill  rattling  his  chains  in 
his  ears,  he  looked  up  and  law  him  beckoning  as 
before.  Upon  this  he  immediately  arofe,  and 
with  the  light  in  his  hand,  followed  it.  The 
ghoft  flowly  ttalked  along,  as  if  encumbered  with 
his  chains,  and  turning  into  the  area  of  the 
houfe,  fuddenly  vanifhed.  Athenodorus  being 
thus  deferted,  made  a  mark  with  fome  grals  and 
leaves  where  the  fpirit  left  him.  The  next  day 
he  gave  information  of  this  to  the  magiftrates, 
and  advifed  them  to  order  that  fpot  to  be  dug  up. 
This  was  accordingly  done,  and  the  fkele- 
ton  of  a  man  in  chains  was  there  found  ;  for  the 
body  having  lain  a  confider^ble  time  in  the 
ground  was  putrefied  and  mouldered  away  from 
the  fetters.  The  bones  being  collected  together 
were  publicly  buried,  and  thus  after  the  gheft 
was  appeafed  by  the  proper  ceremonies,  the  houfe 
was  haunted  no  more.  This  ftory  I  believe 
upon  the  credit  of  others  ;  what  I  am  going  to 
mention  I  give  you  . upon  my  own.  1  have*  a 
freedman,  named  Marcus,  who  is  by  no  means 
illiterate. 
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illiterate.  One  *  night  as  he  and  his  younger 
broilier  were  lying  together,  he  fancied  he  faw 
forrebody  upon  his  bed,  who  took  out  a  pair  of 
fcidars,  and  cutoff" the  hair  from  the  top  part  of 
his  head  ;  and  in  the  morning,  it  appeared  the 
boy’s  hair  was  adlually  cut,  and  the  clippings  lay 
fcattered  about  the  floor.  A  fhort  time  after  this, 
an  event  of  the  like  nature  conti  ibuted  to  give 
ci  edit  to  the  former  ftory.  A  young  lad  of  my 
family  was  fleeping  in  his  apartment  with  the  reft 
of  his  companions,  when  two  perfons  clad  in 
white  came  in  (as  he  tells  the  ftory)  through  the 
windows,  and  cut  oft"  his  hair  as  he  lay,  and  as 
foan  as  they  had  finifhed  the  operation,  returned 
the  fame  way  they  entered.  1  he  next  morning 
it  was  found  that  this  boy  had  been  fcrved  juft  as 
the  other,  and  with  the  very  fame  circumftance 
of  the  h  lir  fpre.id  about  the  room.  Nothing 
remarkable  indeed  followed  thefe  events,  unlels 
that  I  cfcaped  a  prefer uti  m,  in  which,  if  Domi- 
tian  (during  win. fe  reign  this  happened)  had 
lived  fome  time  longer,  I  fhould  certainly  have 
*  Thofc  who  are  unacquainted  with  the  genius  of 
the  ancient  Romans,  may  be  inclined  to  think  mean¬ 
ly  of  our  auth  >r’s  judgment,  from  this  and  the  fol¬ 
lowing  ftorv  ;  but  when  it  is  remembered  that  the 


rafters  which  we  meet  with  among  that 
enpie,  are  all  ftrongly  marked  with  a  vein 
jn,  no  particular  charge  of  weak  creduli- 
iuftiee  be  brought  from  hence  agair.it  Pii- 


teuancr  a  by  the  conllitution  of  their  government,  inib- 
liiuch  that  omens,  even  of  the  ler.veit  kind,  wereccn- 
fiuered  previous  to  every  i!ep  either  of  foreign  or  do¬ 
rr,  eftic  concern  :  and  the  •••left  and  graved  of  their  hi- 
ilorian.-,  the  judicious  L.i.y  not  excepted,  have  given 
into  accounts  of  this  nature.  Even  a  noble  liilWian 


fame  kind  and  credibility,  in  his  hiliory  of  the  civil 
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been  involved.  For,  after  the  death  of  that  em¬ 
peror,  articles  of  impeachment  againfl  me  were 
found  in  his  fcrutoire,  which  had  been  exhibited 
by  Carus.  It  may  therefore  be  conjectured,  fince 
it  is  cuftomary  for  perfons  under  any  public 
accufation  to  let  their  hair  grow,  this  cutting  off 
the  hair  of  my  fervants  was  a  fign  I  fhould  e- 
fcape  the  imminent  danger  that  threatened  me. 
Let  me  defire  you  then  maturely  to  confider  this 
queftion.  The  fubje«St  merits  your  examination  ; 
as,  I  trull,  I  am  not  myfelf  altogether  unworthy 
to  participate  of  the  abundance  of  your  fuperior 
knowledge.  And  though  you  fhould,  with  your 
ufual  fcepticifm,  balance  between  two  opinions, 
yet  I  hope  you  will  throw  the  weightier  reafons 
on  one  fide,  lcll,  whilft  I  confult  you  in  order 
to  have  my  doubts  fettled,  you  fhould  difmifs  me 
in  the  fame  fufpenfe  and  uncertainty  that  oc- 
cafioned  this  application.  Farewell, 

Epift.  XXVIII.  Pliny  to  Septitius. 

YOU  fay  that  certain  perfons  have  condemn¬ 
ed  me  to  you,  as  being  upon  all  occafions 
too  prodigal  in  commendation  of  my  friends. 

I  acknowledge  the  charge,  and  glory  in  it  too. 
For  what  is  more  honourable  than  the  error  of 
an  excefs  of  benevolence  !  But  ftill,  who  are 
thefe,  let  me  afk,  that  are  be'ter  acquainted  with 
my  friends  than  I  am  myfelf?  Yet  grant  there  are 
any  fuch,  why  wiil  they  deny  me  (o  pleafing  a 
miftake  ?  For  fuppofing  my  friends  deferve  not 
the  high  encomiums  1  give  them,  certainly  I  am 
happy  in  believing  they  do.  Let  them  reccm-  ‘ 
mend  then  this  ungenerous  ftridtnefs  to  thole  (and 
their  number  is  not  inconfiderable  )  wh  >  imagine 
they  fhew  their  judgment,  when  they  indulge 
their  cenfure.  As  for  myfelf,  they  will  never  be 
Vol.  II.  8  b  sJwe 
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able  to  purfuade  me  I  can  be  guilty  of  an  excefs 
in  friendfliip.  Farewell. 

Ebift.  XXIX.  Puny  to  Montanus. 

YOU  will  laugh,  and  then  you  will  be  pro¬ 
voked  to  anger  ;  then  again  you  will  laugh, 
if  you  read  what  you  will  l'carce  give  credit  to 
without  reading.  I  lately  obferved  in  the  Ti- 
burtine  road,  near  the  firft-mile  ftone,  a  monu¬ 
ment  erected  to  the  memory  of  *  Pallas,  with 
the  following  infeription :  The  senate  de¬ 
creed  TO  HIM,  AS  A  REWARD  FOR  HIS  FI¬ 
DELITY  AND  AFFECTION  TO  HIS  PATRONS, 
THE  HONOUR  OF  THE  PRJETORIAN  ORNA¬ 
MENTS,  TOGETHER  WITH  THE  SUM  OF  FIF¬ 
TEEN  MILLION  OF  SESTERCES  ;  BUT  HE  WAS 
CONTENTED  WITH  ACCEPTING  ONLY  THE 

honour.  I  am  not  indeed  apt  to  wonder  at 
dillindlions  of  this  fort,  which  oftener  proceed 
fiom  fortune  than  judgment;  but  1  could  not 
help  rcfie&ing  when  I  read  this  infeription,  how 
empty  and  ridiculous  are  thofe  honours,  which 
a  to  thus  fometimes  thrown  away  upon  dirt  and 
infamy  ;  which  fuch  a  rafcal,  in  fhort,  had  the 
.'.tiurance  both  to  accept  and  to  refufe,  and  then 
fet  himfelf  forth  to  pofterity  as  an  example  of 
fmgular  moderation  !  Yet  why  fliould  it  raife 
my" indignation  ?  rather  let  me  treat  it  as  a  mat¬ 
ter  to  be  laughed  at,  that  perlons  of  this  charac¬ 
ter  may  not  flatter  thcmfelves  they  have  obtained 
any  thing  very  confiderable,  when  their  fuccefs 
only  expofes  them  to  ridicule.  Farewell. 

*  He  was  at  firft  a  Have  in  the  court  of  Claudius 
Cxfar,  who  afterwards  gave  him  his  freedom,  and 
raifed  him  to  his  chief  favour.  The  patrons  men¬ 
tioned  in  this  infeription,  are  that  emperor  and  his 
confort  Agrippina,  to  whom  Pallas  had  likewife  re- 
.  comat  ended  himfelf  by  fome  fignai  fen-ices. 
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Epiji.  XXX.  Pliny  to  Gesitor. 

I  AM  grea.ly  troubled  to  find,  as  you  write  me, 
that  you  have  loft  a  pupil,  a  youth  of  the 
greateft  hopes,  by  whofe  fi<  knefs  and  death,  1 
need  not  be  informed,  that  your  ftudies  mult 
have  been  interrupted  ;  fince  you  are  the  ftriiSlelt 
oblerver  of  all  the  duties  of  life,  and  fince  your 
affedtion  is  unlimited  to  all  thofe  to  whom  you 
give  your  efteem.  As  for  myfclf,  bufiaefj  pur- 
lues  me  even  hither,  and  i  am  not  out  of  .he 
reach  of  people  who  oblige  me  to  adl  either  as 
their  judge,  or  their  arbitrator.  To  this  I  niuft 
add,  not  only  the  c  miimnl  complaints  of  the 
farmers,  who  claim  a  lore  of  preferip.  i  rn  to  try 
my  patience  as  they  ple.de  ;  but  the  neceflity  of 
letting  out  my  farms  :  an  affair  which  gives  me 
much  trouble,  as  it  is  exceedingly  difficult  to  find 
out  proper  tenants.  For  thefe  reafons  I  can  on¬ 
ly  ftudy  by  (hatches;  ftili  however  I  fttidy.  I 
1 ) -net imes  read,  and  fometimes  I  compofe;  but 
my  reading  teaches  me,  by  a  very  mortifying' 
companion,  with  what  ill  fucceft  I  attempt  to  be 
an  author  myfeif.  Though  indeed  you  give  me 
great  encouragement,  when  you  compare  the 
piece  I  wrote  in  vindication  of  Helvidius,  to  tire 
oration  of  Demofthenes  againft  Midias.  I  con- 
fefs  1  had  that  harangue  in  my  view  when  I  com- 
pofed  mine;  not  that  I  pretend  to  rival  it,  (chat 
would  be  an  abfurd  and  mad  attempt  indeed),  but 
I  endeavoured,  I  own,  to  imitate  it,  as  far  as  the 
difference  of  our  fubjedh  would  admit,  and  as 
nearly  as  a  genius  of  the  loweft  rank  can  copy 
one  of  the  higheft.  Farewell. 

Epiji.  XXXI.  Pliny  to  Curnutus.- 

CLaudius  Pollio  defires  your  friendlhip.  f. 
think  him  worthy  of  it,  not  only  for  that 
B  o  2  rcui’on. 
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reafon,  but  becaufe  he  gives  you  his  ;  as  few  ever 
require  the  one,  without  returning  the  other. 
He  is  an  upright,  honert,  good-natured  man, 
and  modeft,  I  had  almoft  laid,  beyond  meafurej 
if  indeed  it  is  poffible  to  be  fa.  We  ferved  in 
the  army  together,  where  he  commanded  a  troop 
of  horfe,  and  I  had  an  opportunity  of  taking  a 
nearer  view  of  his  character,  than  merely  what 
his  being  my  fellow-officer  gave  me.  I  was  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  lieutenant-general  to  examine  the 
accounts  of  the  ieveral  companies,  and  as  i  dif- 
covered  many  inftances  of  grofs  avarice  and  neg- 
le<rt  of  duty  in  Ibme,  fo  1  found  the  higheft  in¬ 
tegrity  and  exa&eft  care  in  him.  He  was  after¬ 
wards  promoted  to  very  confiderable  employ¬ 
ments  in  the  management  of  the  revenue,  yet  no 
temptations  could  turn  alide  the  innate  bias  of 
his  foul  from  honefty,  no  profperity  fwell  his 
breaft,  but  he  preferved,  in  all  the  variety  of  ports 
through  which  he  parted,  an  unbroken  reputa¬ 
tion  of  humanity;  as  he  fupported  the  toils  of 
bufinefs  with  the  fame  fortitude  of  mind  he  now 
difeovers  in  his  retreat.  He  once  indeed  quitted 
his  retirement  for  a  Ihort  time,  with  great  ap- 
plaufe,  being  called  by  my  worthy  friend  Corel- 
lius  to  his  affirtance,  in  purchafing  and  dividing 
out  thofe  lands  which  were  given  by  the  liberali¬ 
ty  of  the  emperor  *  Nerva.  And  could  there  be 
any  thing  more  to  his  honour,  than  to  be  thus 
particularly  fingled  out  from  lo  many  others,  by 
a  perfon  of  fo  eminent  a  character  ?  You  may 
judge  ho.v  faithfully  he  reveres  the  facred  ties  of 
friendfhip,  by  carting  your  eyes  upon  the  Iaft 
wills  of  fcveral  of  his  friends,  particulary  that  of 

»  Nerva  reftored  to  the  Romans  all  that  Domitian 
had  plundered  them  of,  and  gave  a  very  large  fum 
of  money  to  be  laid  out  in  the  purchafe  of  lands  for 
the  fupport  of  decayed  families. 

Mufoniiis 
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Mufonius  Baffus,  a  perfon  of  diftinguifhed  fenie. 
Pollio  (as  he  cultivates  eloquence  as  well  as 
every  other  valuable  endowment)  has  very  grate¬ 
fully  endeavoured  to  perperuate  and  extend  the 
memory  of  Baflus,  by  publifhing  an  account  of 
his  life  ;  a  circumftance  too  uncommon,  as  well 
as  too  generous,  not  to  be  applauded,  fince  the 
generality  of  the  world  feldom  mention  the  dead, 
unkfs  to  revile  them.  Receive  then  this  worthy 
man,  greatly  defirous  (believe  me)  of  your  friend- 
fhip,  with  the  embraces  of  the  warmeft  afFe&ion, 
and  even  invite  him  to  accept  of  it  as  what  you 
owe  him  ;  for  he  who  makes  the  fi'rft  amicable 
advances,  cannot  fo  properly  be  faid  to  merit  a 
favour,  as  a  reward.  Farewell. 


Ep'ijl.  XXXII.  Pliny  to  Fabatu6. 

1AM  much  pleafed  that  the  arrival  of  my  friend 
Tiro  was  agreeable  to  you.  But  I  am  chief¬ 
ly  overjoyed  that  you  made  ufe  (as  your  letter 
informs  me)  of  the  opportunity  which  the  pre¬ 
fence  of  the  proconful  afforded  you,  of  manumi- 
Eng  Several  of  your  Haves,  For  as  I  wifli  to  fee 
our  country  improved  by  every  poffible  method, 
fo  particularly  by  an  increafe  of  citizens,  as  that 
of  all  others  is  the  flrongeft  ornament  a  commu¬ 
nity  can  receive.  I  am  pleafed  too  (not  out  of 
a  fpirit  of  vanity,  however  I  confefs  I  am  plea¬ 
fed)  with  what  you  farther  add,  that  both  you 
and  1  were  highly  extolled,  in  the  acknowledg¬ 
ments  which  were  made  upon  this  occafion  ;  for, 
as  Xenophon  obferves,  “  the  voice  of  praife  is 
“  fweet  5”  efpccially  when  we  think  we.  deforve 
it.  Farewell. 


Epi/i.  XXXIII.  Pliny  to  Tacitus. 


IPrefage  (and  I  flatter  myfelf  I  fhall  not  be  de¬ 
ceived)  that  your  hiftories  will  be  immortal. 

B  b  3  L 


29+  Th 3  EPISTLES  Book  VII. 

I  ingenuoufly  own  therefore  *,  I  fo  much  the  more 
earneftly  wifh  to  find  a  place  in  them.  If  we 
are  generally  careful  to  have  our  faces  taken  by 

*  As  fome  ingenious  writers  have  afEeiled  to  draw 
a  companion  between  our  author  and  Cicero,  to  the 
difadvantage  of  the  former;  it  will  not,  it  is  hoped, 
be  thought  improper  to  let  before  the  reader  an  in- 
ftance,  where  Pliny  greatly  outihines  that  noble  ex¬ 
ample  he  was,  upon  all  occaiions,  fo  defirous  of 
copying.  There  is  a  letter  of  Cicero’s  extant,  to  the 
fame  purpofe  as  this  of  Pliny’s,  addreiled  to  his  friend 
Lucceius  *,  who  was  writing  the  hillory  of  his  own 
times.  The  agreeable  Montaign  condemns  them 
both  as  ii. fiances  of  immoderate  ambition  ;  and  ob- 
ii-rves,  that  “  fortune,  as  it  were,  in  pure  fpite,  has 
“  taken  care  to  hand  down  to  us  the  vanity  of  thefe 
“  requefts,  while  Are  has  long  lince  deftroyed  the 
“  hiltories  they  iolicited.”  Let  it  be  remarked,  how¬ 
ever,  in  jullice  to  our  author,  that,  upon  a  companion 
of  the  two  letters,  the  ambition  of  Pliny  will  appear 
fer  more  realonable  than  that  of  Cicero  ;  far  the  lat¬ 
ter  docs  not  fcruple  to  prefs  his  friend  to  tranfgrefs 
the  rules  of  hiftory,  and  break  through  the  bounds  of 
truth  in  his  favour  :  Te  plane  etiam  atque  etiam  rogo, 
ut  et  orr.a s  :a  'Vcbementius  etiam  quam  fortajje  fentis, 
et  in  ea  leges  bifiorice  negligas ,  amerique  nojlro  plufcn- 
lum  etiam  quam  concedit  <ucritas  largire.:  whereas 
Pliny,  with  a  far  nobler  fpirit,  exprefsly  declares  he 
does  not  detire  Tacitus  Ihould  heighten  the  fact,  and 
that-a£lions  of  real  worth  need  only  to  be  fet  in  their 
true  light.  In  Cicero’s  letter  we  read  the  extrava¬ 
gant  dictates  of  the  molt  immoderate  ambition  ;  and 
he  himfelf  confelles  he  had  not  the  affurance  to 
look  his  friend  in  the  face  while  he  propofed  them: 
Ceram  me  tecum  eadetn  hire  agere  /cepe  conantem  dc- 
terruit  pv.dcr  :  in  Pliny’s  we  fee  nothing  but  what  is 
agreeable  to  cool  fenfe,  and  the  honeit  ambition  of 
one  who  was  confcious  he  had  ailed  well,  and  de- 
fiious  pollerity  Ihould  know  it. 

*  Ep.  fam.  1.  5.  1 2. 
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the  beft  artifts,  ought  we  not  to  dcfire  that  our 
actions  may  be  celebrated  by  an  author  of  your 
cfiftinguifhed  charadter  ?  in  view  to  this,  I  ac¬ 
quaint  you  with  the  following  affair,  which 
though  it  cannot  have  efcaped  your  attention,  as 
it  is  mentioned  in  the  journals  of  the  public,  {fill 
I  acquaint  you  with  it,  that  you  may  be  more 
fenfible  how  agreeable  it  will  be  to  me,  that  this 
action,  greatly  heightened  by  the  hazard  which  at¬ 
tended  it,  fhould  receive  an  additional  luftre  from 
the  teftimony  of  fo  bright  a  genius.  The  fenats. 
Appointed  Herennius  Senecio  and  myfelf  coun- 
fel  for  the  province  of  Boetica,  in  their  profecu- 
tion  of  Bcebius  Mafia.  He  was  condemned, 
and  the  houfe  ordered  his  effe&s  to  be  feized  into 
the  hands  of  the  public  officer.  Shortly  after, 
Sentcio,  having  learned  that  the  confuls  intended 
to  fit  to  hear  petitions,  came  to  me,  and  propofed 
that  we  fhould  go  together,  and  addrefs  them 
with  the  fame  unanimity  we  executed  the  office 
which  had  been  injoined  us,  that  they  would  not 
fuffer  Mafia’s  effects  to  be  diffipated  by  thoffe 
who  were  appointed  to  preferve  them.  I  an* 
fwered,  that  as  we  had  been  counlei  in  this  caufe 
by  order  of  the  fenate,  I  wouid  recommend  it  to 
his  confideration,  whether  it  would  be  proper  for 
us,  after  lentence  had  palled,  to  intermeddle  any 
farther.  “  You  aie  at  liberty,”  laid  he,  “  to  pre- 
“  feribe  what  bounds  you  pleafe  to  yourfelf,  who 
“  have  no  particular  connexions  with  the  pro- 
“  vince,  except  what  arife  from  your  late  fer- 
“  vices  to  them  ;  but  it  is  not  fo  with  me,  who 
“  was  born  mere,  and  enjoyed  the  poft  of  quae- 
“  ftor  among  them.”  If  fuch,  I  told  him,  was 
his  determined  refolution,  I  was  ready  to  attend 
him,  that  whatever  refentment  fhould  be  the 
confequence  of  this  affair,  it  might  not  fall  fingly 
upon  himlelf  Accordingly  we  went  to  the  con- 
lu is,  where  Senecio  fpoke  what  he  thought  pro¬ 
per 
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per  upon  the  occafion,  to  which  I  fubjoined  a 
few  words  on  my  part.  We  had  fcarce  ended, 
when  MalFa,  complaining  that  Senecio  had  not 
a£ted  again#  him  with  the  fidelity  of  an  advocate, 
but  the  bitternels  of  an  enemy,  delired  he  might 
be  at  liberty  to  profecute  him  for  treafon.  The 
whole  afFembly  was  {truck  with  the  utmoft  con- 
flernation  and  horror  at  this  motion.  I  imme¬ 
diately  rofe  up  :  “  Mod  noble  confuls,”  faid  I, 
“  I  am  afraid  it  fhould  fccm  that  MalFa  has  ta- 
“  citly  charged  me  with  having  favoured  him  in 
“  this  caufe,  fince  he  did  not  think  proper  to 
“  join  me  in  the  delired  profecution.”  This 
fhort  fpeech  was  extremely  well  received  by 
thofe  who  were  prefent ;  as  it  foon  afterwards 
got  air,  and  was  mentioned  by  every  body  with 
general  applaufe.  The  late  emperor  Nerva,  (who 
though  at  that  time  in  a  private  ftation,  yet  gave 
attention  to  every  worthy  a&ion  which  palled  in 
public)  wrote  a  letter  to  me  upon  the  occafion 
with  great  good  fenfe,  wherein  he  not  only  con¬ 
gratulated  me,  but  the  age,  which  had  produced 
an  example  fo  much  in  the  fpirit  (as  he  was 
p leafed  to  call  it)  of  the  ancients.  But,  what¬ 
ever  it  be,  it  is  in  your  power  to  heighten  and 
fpread  the  luftre  of  it :  though  far  am  1  from  de¬ 
firing  you  would  in  the  lealt  exceed  the  bounds 
of  reality.  Hiftory  ought  to  be  guided  by  flridl 
truth,  and  worthy  actions  require  nothing  more. 
Farewell. 


BOOK 


Eptift.  x  . 


of  PLINY. 


297- 


BOOK  vm. 


Epijl.  I.  Pliny  to  Septitius. 

I  Performed  my  journey  happily,  excepting 
that  lome  of  my  fervants  contracted  an  in- 
difpofition  by  the  exceflive  heats.  Poor 
Encolpius,  my  *  reader,  whofe  affiftance  is  of 
fuch  lervice  to  me  in  my  ftudies  and  amufements, 
was  fo  affeCted  with  the  duff,  that  it  occafioned 
his  fpitting  of  blood :  an  accident  which  will 
prove  as  unfortunate  to  me,  as  to  himfelf,  Ihould 
he  be  thereby  rendered  unfit  for  thole  purpofes 
of  literature  in  which  he  fo  greatly  excels.  If 
that  Ihould  unhappily  be  the  event,  where  lhall 
I  find  one  who  will  read  my  works  with  lo  much 
fpirit  and  harmony,  or  admire  them  with  fo 
much  fondnefs  ?  But  the  gods  feem  to  favour 
our  better  hopes,  as  his  bleeding  is  flopped,  and 
his  pain  abated.  He  is  himlelf  extremely  tem¬ 
perate  ;  as  no  care  or  concern  is  wanting  eicher 
on  our  parts  or  his  phyfician’s.  This,  with 
the  whoiefomenefs  of  the  air,  and  the  quiet  of 
retirement,  gives  us  reafon  to  expe£t,  that  the 
country  will  contribute  as  much  to  his  health,  as 
to  his  repofe.  Farewell. 

EpijI.  II.  Pliny  to  Calvisius. 

OTher  people  go  to  their  effates  in  order  to 
gain  money  ■,  whilft  I  go  to  mine  only  to 
return  fo  much  the  poorer.  I  had  fold  my  vin¬ 
tage  to  the  merchants,  who  were  extremely  ea- 

*  Perfons  of  rank  and  literature  among  the  Ro¬ 
mans,  retained  in  their  families  a  domeftic,  whcfe 
foie  bufinefs  was  to  read  to  them. 
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ger  to  purchafe  it,  encouraged  by  the  price  it 
then  bore,  and  what  it  was  probable  it  would 
rife  to  :  however,  they  were  disappointed  in  their 
expectations.  Upon  this  occafion  to  have  made 
the  fame  general  abatement  to  all,  would  have 
been  much  the  eafieft,  though  not  fo  equitable  a 
method.  But  juftice,  according  to  my  eftimate, 
is  the  nnblelt  of  all  virtues,  and  to  be  purfued  in 
one’s  domeftic  as  well  as  public  conduCt;  in  mi¬ 
nute,  as  in  great  affairs  ;  and  in  our  own,  as  well 
as  in  the  concerns  of  others.  And  if  every  de¬ 
viation  from  reCtitude  is  equally  *  criminal,  every 
approach  to  it  muft  be  equally  laudable.  In  the 
firft  place  then,  I  remitted  to  afl  in  general  one 
eighth  part  of  the  price  they  had  agreed  to  give 
me,  that  none  might  go  away  without  a  mark  of 
my  liberality  :  in  the  next,  I  particularly  confi- 
dered  thofe  who'  having  advanced  large  fums  to¬ 
wards  their  purchafe,  and  done  me  fo  much  the 
more  fervice,  and  had  been  greater  fufferers 
themfelves.  To  thofe  therefore,  who  bought  of 
me  to  the  value  of  more  than  ten  thoufand  fefter- 
ces,  I  gave  back  (over  and  befide  that  which.  I 
may  call  the  general  and  common  eighth)  a 
tenth  part  of  what  they  had  paid  above  that  fum. 
I  do  not  know  whether  I  exprefs  myfelf  clearly 
enough  ;  I  will  endeavour  to  explain  my  mean¬ 
ing  more  fully :  for  inftance,  fuppofe  a  man  had 
purchafed  of  me  to  the  value  of  fifteen  thoufand 
fefterces,  I  remitted  to  him  one  eighth  part  of  that 
whole  fum,  and  likewife  one  tenth  of  five  thcu- 
fand.  Betides  this,  as  feveral  had  depofited,  in 
different  proportions*  part  of  the  price  they  had 
agreed  to  pay,  whilft  others  had  advanced  no- 
.  thing ;  I  thought  it  would  not  be  agreeable  to 
equity,  that  all  tliefe  fhould  be  favoured  with  the 

*  It  was  a  dodtrine  maintained  by  the  Stoics,  that 
all  crimes  are  equal. 
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fame  undiftirguifhed  re  million.  Tothofe  there¬ 
fore  who  had  made  any  payments,  I  returned  a 
tenth  part  upon  each  of  the  Turns  fo  paid.  By 
this  means  I  made  a  proper  acknowledgment  to 
each  of  them,  according  to  their  re(pe£tive  de- 
ferts  ;  and  likewile  encouiaged  them,  not  only 
to  deal  with  me  for  the  future,  but  to  be  forward' 
in  their  payments.  This  inftance  of  my  good 
.nature  or  my  judgment  (call  it  which  you  pleafe) 
was  a  very  confiderablc  expenfe  to  me.  Howe¬ 
ver,  I  found  my  account  in  it ;  for  all  the  coun¬ 
try  greatly  approved  both  of  this  uncommon 
piece  of  generofity,  and  the  method  in  which  I 
conducted  it.  Even  thofe  whom  I  did  not  mea¬ 
sure  (as  they  fay)  by  the  fame  ell,  but  diftinguilh- 
ed  according  to  their  feveral  degrees,  thought 
themfclves  obliged  to  me,  in  proportion  to  the 
integrity  of  their  dilpofitions  ;  and  went  away 
plealed  with  having  experienced,  that  not  with 
me 

*  The  brave  and  mean  an  equal  honour  find . 
Farewell. 

Eplfi.  III.  Pliny  to  Sparsus. 

XT' OU  write  me,  that  the  book  which  I  lately 

I  fent  you,  of  all  my  works,  is  your  greateft 
favourite.  The  fame  judgment  has  likewife  been 
palTed  upon  it  by  another  of  my  very  learned 
friends  :  and  I  am  the  more  inclined  to  believe 
that  neither  of  you  is  miftaken,  not  only  as  it  is 
improbable  3'ou  both  Ihould,  but  becaufe  1  am 
much  difpofed  to  flatter  mylelf.  I  would  al¬ 
ways,  indeed,  have  my  laft  performance  appear 
the  moll  finilhed  ;  and  for  that  realbn  prefer  the 
fpe^ch  I  lately  published,  to  that  which  you  men¬ 
tion.  I,  will  lend  it  you  as  foon  as  I  can  meet 
with  a  fafe  conveyance.  And  now  I  have  raifed 

”*  Horn.  II.  lib.  9.  ver.  319. 
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your  expectations  of  this  piece,  I  doubt  you  will 
be  difappointed  when  it  comes  ro  your  hands.  In 
the  mean  while,  h  wever,  you  may  eXpeCt  it  as 
fomething  that  will  plea fe  you  :  and  who  knows 
but  it  may  ?  Farewell. 

Epiji.  IV.  Pliny  to  Caninius. 

YOU  cannot  do  better  than  in  preparing  to 
write  a  poem  upon  the  Dacian  *  war  :  for 
where  could  you  have  chofen  a  fubjeCt  fo  new, 
fo  full  of  events,  lb  extenlive,  and  fo  poetical  ?  a 
fubjeCl,  which  while  it  has  all  the  marvellous  of 
fiction,  has  all  the  {blidity  of  truth.  You  will 
fing  of  rivers  taught  to  flow  in  new  channels  ; 
of  bridges  thrown  over  immenfe  rivers  ;  of  en¬ 
campments  upon  the  dreadful  fteep  of  craggy 
mountains,  and  of  a  mighty  king  +  fuperior  to  ad- 
verfity,  though  forced  to  abandon  his  crown, 
and  even  his  life.  You  will  defcribe  too  the 
glorious  victor’s  double  triumph,  one  of  which 
was  the  firft  that  was  ever  gained  over  that  na¬ 
tion,  til!  then  unfubdued,  as  the  other  will  be 
the  laft.  There  is  one  difficulty  however,  and  a 
very  confiderablc  one  it  is,  where  to  find  ex p ref- 
fions  equal  to  the  grandeur  of  the  fubjeCt;  a 
difficulty  which  feems  almofl  infuperable  even  to 
your  elevated  genius,  though  capable  of  riling  to 

*  Dacia  comprehended  parr  of  the  prc-fent  king¬ 
dom  of  Hungary,  together  with  part  of  Tranfilvania. 
Servia,  Walachia,  and  Moldavia.  It  was  firfl:  fub- 
dued  and  added  to  the  Romwi  empire- by  Trajan,  in 
memory  of  whofe  victories  over  this  nation,  the  fa- 
nicos  pillar  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  ereCted,  called 
T rajan's  pillar ,  which  is  (till  to  be  feen  entire  at 
Rome. 

f  Decebalus,  king  of  the  Dacians,  who  rathqr 
than  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  conqueror,  or  live  in 
dependence,  put  an  end  to  his  own  life. 
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the  moft  fublime  fubje&s.  Something  too  there 
will  be  of  labour  in  reconciling  thefe  barbarous 
and  uncouth  names,  efpecial'y  that  of  the  king 
himfelf,  to  the  harmony  of  Grecian  numbers. 
There  is  nothing  however  fo  hard,  that  art  and 
induilry  cannot,  at  leaft,  mitigate,  if  not  abfo- 
lutely  fubdue.  If  Homer  is  allowed  to  contradl 
or  lengthen,  or  change  even  Grecian  names, 
which  are  nothing  haifii  to  the  ear,  in  older  to 
make  them  run  more  fmoothly  in  his  verfe;  why 
fhould  the  fame  liberty  be  refufed  to  ycu,  e- 
fpecially  fince  it  is  necvffity,  and  not  afted’ation, 
that  pleads  for  that  indulgence?  Come  on  then, 
my  friend,  and  after  having,  as  poets  are  wont, 
invoked  the  gods,  and  among  the  reft,  that  di¬ 
vine  hero,  whole  mighty  detds  and  deep  counftls 
you  are  going  to  celebrate,  loofen  all  your  cor¬ 
dage,  ipread  every  fail,  and  then,  if  ever,  launch 
forth  with  the  full  How  of  your  unbounded  ge¬ 
nius  : - for  you  muft  aliow  me  to  be  poetical, 

when  I  am  talking  to  a  poet.  And  now  I  in¬ 
fill  that  you  fend  me  every  part,  as  foo.i  as  it 
has  received  your  laft  finifhing  touches ;  and 
even  before,  while  it  is  only  a  rude  {ketch,  and 
yet  in  embryo.  You  will  cell  me,  that  a  de¬ 
tached  piece  cannot  pltafe,  like  one  entiie  dc- 
fign,  nor  an  unfinifiied  plan  be  as  agreeable  as 
complete  performance,  I  am  very  lenfibls  it 
cannot,  and  therefore  fliall  confidcr  it  only  as  a 
work  in  its  lint  rudimen  s,  as  a  feparate  and  dis¬ 
joined  member;  and  iha.ll  faiJsfuily  lay  it  up  iti 
my  ferutoite,  to  wait  your  lair  hand.  Indulge 
me  then  with  this  inilance,  above  othei  s,  of  your  • 
affection,  that  you  I'uirhr  me  to  be  privy  to  what 
you  would  chide  to  conceal  even  from  everv 
body.  In  a  word,  though  the  mare  time  and 
caution  you  take  in  communicating  your  works, 
the  more,  pofSbiy,  it  may  heighten  my  efteem 
and  approbation  of  the  poet,  yet  the  icis  you  ule 
V UL .  II.  C  C  of 
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of  cither  upon  this  occafion,  the  more  I  {hall  cer¬ 
tainly  love  and  applaud  the  friend.  Farewell. 


Epi/1.  V.  Puny  to  Gemin:us. 

OUR  friend  Macrinus  has  received  a  heavy 
wound.  He  has  left  his  wife  1  a  lady 
wadi;  uncommon  virtues  would  have  rendered 
her  an  ornament  even,  to  ancient  times.  Its 
lived  with  her  thirty-nine  years  in  the  rr.oft  ur  in¬ 
ter:-.  p-.ed  harmony.  How  refeectful  was  her  be¬ 
haviour  to  him  !  and  how  did  the  iaerfelf  deferve 
the  higheft  veneration,  as  (he  blended  and  united 
in  her  character,  all  thofe  amiable  virtues  that 
adorn  and  diftinauilh  the  different  periods  of 
female  life !  It  Ihould,  methinks,  afford  great 
confolation  to  Macrinus,  that  he  has  thus  long 
enjoyed  fo  exquifite  a  blefling.  But  that  reflection 
i'eems  only  fo  much  the  more  to  imbitter  his 
lots  ;  as  indeed  the  pain  of  parting  with  our  hap- 
pinefs,  ftill  rifes  in  proportion  to  the  length  of 
its  continuance.  I  cannot  therefore  hut  be  great¬ 
ly  anxious  for  lo  valuable  a  friend,  till  this 
wound  to  his  p^-ace  {hall  be  in  a  condition  to  ad¬ 
mit  of  proper  applications.  Time  however,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  neceflby  of  the  thing,  and  even 
a  fatiety  of  grief  itfelf,  will  beft  efteeft  his  cure. 
Farewell. 


Epi/l.  VI.  Pliny  to  Montam’s. 

YOU  muft  already  have  known  by  my  laft 
letter,  that  1  obferved  lately  upon  a  mo¬ 
nument  ereCted  to  the  memory  of  Pallas,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  infeription  *  :  The  fenatc  decreed  to  bin:,  as 
a  reward  for  bis  fidelity  and  afifetlim  to  bis  patrons, 
tie  honour  of  the  Praetorian  ornaments ,  together  with 
the  fum  of  fifteen  millions  of  fjlerces  :  lut  be  was 
contented  with  accepting  only  the  honour.  1  afier- 
*■  See  book  let.  29. 
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wards  thought  it  worth  while  to  fenrcb  for  this 
decree,  and  found  it  run  in  a  drain  io  very  ex¬ 
travagant,  tha:  this  proud  infcriptLu  (hems' mo¬ 
del!  and  humble  to  it.  I'he  cingiums  which 
have  been  given  to  the  moil  iliu.t.ious  Roman:, 

1  do  not  fay  r'tn.fe  of  mu. re  remote  antiiptby,  ns 
the  Scipi.is  and  the  Jvluminii  ;  but  (to  come 
nearer  our  own  times,)  the  Marii,  the  oylias, 
and  the  Pompcy,  fa’l  infinitely  fit  ore  of  thole 
which  have  been  lavifhed  upon  Pailas.  Was  it 
a  fpirit  of  banter,  fnall  I  luppofe,  or  a  principle 
of  fiavery  that  produced  tms  decree  ?  l  would 
aferibe  it  to  the  former,  were  not  raillery  un¬ 
becoming  the  dignity  of  the  lunate.  IMjill  it  be 
attributed  then,  to  the  moft  abje£b  fubjeetion  ? 
Yet  v,ho  is  lb  wretchedly  funk  as  to  fubmit  to 
furh  meannefs  !  Or  was  it  the  luft  of  ambition 
that  gave  birth  to  thL  decree,  and  the  author, 
perhaps  propofol  it  with  a  view  of  paving  the 
way  to  his  own  advancement  i  I'uc  whom  can 
wc  luppofe  fo  mad  as  to  d  fire  to  raife  himf.if  at 
the  expenfe  both  of  his  own  and  the  public  ho¬ 
nour,  and  that  in  a  community  where  to  be  firlt 
in  rank  was  only  to  be  firft  in  flattery  of  Pallas  5 
N  >t  to  mention  their  offering  to  a  flave  the  Prx- 
torian  honours  ;  they  were  flaves  themfelves  who 
did  fo  :  to  pafs  by  that  part  of  their  decree,  where 
the  y  fay  that  Pallas  ought  not  only  to  be  cnticat- 
cd,  but  compelled  to  wear  the  *  golden  ring:  no- 
doubt  it  was  r.ot  confiftent  with  the  dignity  of 
the  f::nat",  that  a  pei/bn  of  Pr."etonar:  lank  fhould 
wear  an  iron  one  :  not  to  take  notice,  I  fay,  of 
thefe  {lighter  inftances,  let  us  obferve  th.e  follow¬ 
ing  very  extraordinary  claufe :  ‘The  finite,  (z. ml 
was  it  not  purified  after  ib  vile  a  pollution  ?)  the 

*  None  but  knights  and  fenators  had  the  privilege 
of  wearing  a  gold  ring;  as  an  iron  one  was  a  badge 
of  fervitude. 
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fenate  returns  thanks  to  Claudius ,  not  only  for  the 
honourable  mention  he  himfelf  was  pleafed  to  make  of 
Pallas ,  but  for  the  opportunity  afforded  the  houfe  of 
tejlifying  their  good  will  towards  him.  It  was  high¬ 
ly  to  the  credit,  no  doubt,  of  the  fenate,  not  to 
ap;  ear  deficient  in  point  of  gratitude  to  Pallas  ! 
It  goes  on  :  That  Pallas ,  to  whom  every  man ,  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  abilities ,  acknowledges  his  obligations., 
may  receive  the  jujl  reward  of  his  fidelity  and  fingu- 
lar  Jervises.  Weald  one  not  imagine  that  he  had 
extenJed  the  bounds  of  the  empire,  or,  at  lenft, 
preferved  the  armies  of  the  Hate  ?  But  it  proceeds  : 
fence  no  occafion  mere  agreeable  could  prefent  itfclf  to 
the  fenate  and  the  Roman  people,  of  exercifiug  th,  ir 
liberality ,  than  an  opportunity  of  rewarding  one  who 
had  provedhimfef  fo  koneft  and  dfinterejled  a  guar¬ 
dian  of  the  emperor's  finances. - Such  was  the 

glorious  ambition  of  the  fenate  at  that  time;  fuch 
the  higheft  pleafure  of  the  people  ;  fuch  the  moll 
agreeable  cccafion  of  exc’rcifing  their  liberality, 
to  have  an  opportunity  of  exhaufting  the  public 
treafures  upon  Fallas  !  It  follows  ;  the  fenate  there¬ 
fore  voted  that  fifteen  millions  of  fijlerces  Jhould  be 
paid  him  out  of  the  treafury,  and ,  as  he  has  a  foul 
far  above  defines  of  this  kind ,  that  the  emperor  Jhould 
be  fo  much  the  more  Jlrongly  entreated  to  uj'e  his  au¬ 
thority  with  Pallas,  to  oblige  him  to  comply  zuitb  the 
inclination  of  the  Jinate.  Nothing  more  indeed 
fcetr.cd  wanting  to  complete  this  extraordinary 
feene,  than  that  the  imperial  authority  Ihould  in- 
terpofe  ;  that  Pallas  ihould  be  preiled  to  yield  to 
tlie  fenate  ;  that  Crefar  himlelf  Ihould  be  called  in 
to  oppofe  this  infolent  piece  .of  fill'- denial,  left 
the  humble  Pallas  Ihould  refufc  fifteen  millions  of 
ll-llerces  i  He  refilled,  nevertheless,  the  offer  the 
public  made  him  of  this  immenfe  fum  ;  the  only 
thing  he  could  poltiuly  have  done  mote  arrogant 
than  accepting  it.  Yet  even  this  the  fenate  ap¬ 
plauded,  and  teems  to  lament  in  the  following 
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claufe.  But  whereas  cur  excellent  prince  and father 
of  his  country  has ,  at  the  inflame  of  Pallas,  expre fifed 
bis  dfire  to  have  that  part  of  the  vote  remitted  which 
>  elates  to  the  giving  him  fifteen  millions  of  fcjlcrcss 
out  cf  the  tree  fury,  the  /crate  declares ,  ih:.t  it  was 
■with  much  wiilingncfs  and  great  jujlnefi  they  voted, 
among fl  other  honours ,  the  fin’d  intended  film  to  Pa!~ 
Us,  upon  account  of  his  fidelity  and  vigilance  :  how¬ 
ever,  in  compliance  with  the  emperors  inclination, 
tvhih  they  think  cannot  without  impiity  he  oppojed 
in  any  inflame ,  they  oluy  it  even  in  this.  Figure 
to  yourfelf  Pallas  entering  his  prnteft,  as  it  were, 
a  73  in  ft  the  decree  of  the  fenate;  moderating  the 
hf’ivurs  which  were  offered  him,  and  refilling, 
as  (bmething  much  more  variable,  the  fifteen 
nil'i’Mis,  when  at  the  fame  time  he  accepted  the 
Pisetorian  ornaments,  as  a  p,\:fcnt  of  an  inferior 
nritu it*.  Reprefcnt  to  youtf.df  Crefar  jiclding  to 
the  entreaties  of  his  freec’man  in  the  face  of" the 
f;nalc,  or  rather  indeed,  obeying  his  commands  ; 
for  in  fuch  a  cafe,  to  propofe,  is  to  command. 
Imagine  the  Canute  declaring  in  every  claufe  of 
this  decree,  that  it  was  wish  great  wiilingncfs 
and  juftice  the  horde  intended',  among  other  ho¬ 
nours,  to  pie  fen  t  Pallas  with  this  him  ;  and  that 
it  would  have  prrfiiled  in  doing  fo,  but  for  the 
inclination  of  the  emperor,  which  it  was  impious 
in  any  point  to  oppofe  !  Was  it  owing  then  only 
to  the  obfequioufncfs  of  the  fenate,  and  the  mo- 
defty  of  Pallas,  that  he  did  not  carry  oft*  fifteen 
millions  out  of  the  treafury?  And  was  it  in  this 
inftancc,  of  all  others,  that  they  would  have 
made  an  exception  to  their  obedience,  if  they  had 
thought  it  right  to  have  done  fo  in  any  ?  And 
now,  after  ail  this,  you  will  imagine  perhaps, 
that  you  are  got  to  the  end.  Have  patience 
however,  there  is  ftill  fbmething  mere  remark¬ 
able  behind  :  And  whereas  it  is  highly  expedient , 
that  the  generous  difpofition  of  the  emperor  to  approve 
'  C  c  3  '  ani 
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and  reward  merit ,  Jhould  be  every  where  made  known 
and  celebrated ,  efpecially  in  fuch  places  where  tho/e 
who  have  the  care  and  adminijiration  of  his  affairs , 
may  be  excited  to  an  imitation  ;  and  whereas  we  ap¬ 
proved  fidelity  and  integrity  of  Pallas  may  Jtir  up 

others  to  endeavour  at  Jo  laudable  an  emulat  ion  : - 

It  is  therefore  rcfolvcd ,  that  the  memorial  which  the 
emperor  read  to  the  Jenate  on  the  lUth  of  January 
htjl,  together  with  the  decree  of  the  Jenate  thereupon , 
Jhall  be  engraven  in  tablets  of  brafs ,  and  bung  up 
near  the  martial  Jialue  of*  Julius  Ctsfar.  it  was 
not,  it  Rems,  liifKcicnt  that  the  i’enatc  alone 
fhould  be  witnefs  to  this  complicate:!  difgrace  5 
but  the  molt  frequented  place  in  ail  Rome  was 
chofcn,  in  order  to  difplay  it  to  that  and  future 
ages :  it  was  decreed,  that  all  the  honours  of  a 
moR  infolent  Rave,  both  thofe  which  he  refuftd, 
and  thofe  which,  as  much  as  in  the  authors  of 
the  decree  lay,  he  had  borne,  fhould  be  ir.lcri- 
bed  in  brafs:  the  Praetorian  honours  decreed  to 
Pallas  were  infcrifced,  like  ancient  treaties  or 
i'acsed  laws,  upon  public  and  everlafting  monu- 

mente  of  brafs  !  lb  great  was  their - 1  know  not 

what  name  to  give  it - that  the  emperor  chofe 

to  difplay  his  weaknefs,  the  fenate  its  tneannefs, 
and  Pallas  his  infolence  in  the  face  of  all  the 
world  !  The  fenate  was  not  afhamed  to  palliate 
this  turpitude  with  the  fhew  of  reafen  ;  and  a 
noble  one,  in  truth,  it  was,  even  that  others  might 
be  encouraged  by  the  rewards  conferred  upon  Pallas , 
to  a  laudable  emulation  of  his  conduSi!  Thus  con¬ 
temptible  were  all  honours  rendered,  even  thofe 
which  the  noble  Pallas  did  notdifdain  to  accept ! 
And  yet  there  were  found  perfons  of  rank  and 
birth,  who  were  fb  humble  as  to  defire  and  foli- 
cit  thofe  very  honours,  which  they  thus  faw  con¬ 
ferred  upon  a  freedman,  and  offered  by  Raves. 
Happy  for  me  that  I  was  not  born  in  thofe  times, 
*  In  the  Forum. 
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which  I  cannot  help  blulhing  for,  as  if  I  had  ac¬ 
tually  lived  in  them !  and  I  doubt  not,  they  raife 
the  fame  fentiments  in  you.  I  know  the  honeft 
warmth  of  your  temper,  and  am  perfuaded,  though 
I  may  perhaps,  in  fome  places,  have  been  trans¬ 
ported  into  a  higher  ftrain  of  expreiTion,  than  is 
ftiitable  to  the  epiftolary  ftyle,  you  will  rather 
think  I  have  fhewn  too  little,  than  too  much 
indignation.  Farewell. 


Epift.  VII.  Pliny  to  Tacitus. 

"V  /  OU  have  fent  me  your  treat! le,  not  as  if  it 
JL  were  fent  from  one  mafter  to  another,  or 
from  one  fcholar  to  another,  (as  you  are  pleafed 
to  write  me),  but  with  the  condefcenfion  of  a 
preceptor  to  his  pupil >  for  in  that  relation  I 
muft  corifider  myfelf  to  you.  Accordingly  you 
fummon  me  to  my  ftudies,  whilft  I  am  playing 
the  truant,  and  prolonging  the  Saturnalian  holy- 

days. - Tell-  me  now,  could  I  have  made  you 

a  more  ftifF  and . awkward  compliment,  or  given 
a  ftronger  proof,  that  I  am  fo  far  from  deferving 
to  be  your  inftrudtor,  that  I  am  not  even  worthy 
to  be  your  pupil?  However,  I  will  take  upon 
myfelf  the  charadter  you  have  invefted  me  with, 
and  exert  the  authority  you  have  given  me  over 
your  book  ;  and  with  fo  much  the  more  free¬ 
dom,  as  I  have  nothing  to  fend  you  of  my  own 
in  return,  upon  W'hicn  you  may  take  your  re¬ 
venge.  F  arewell. 


Epift.  VIII.  Pliny  to  Romakus. 

HAve  you  Icen  the  fource  of  the  river  *  Cli- 
tumnus  ?  As  I  never  heard  you  men¬ 
tion 

*  Now  called  Clitumno  :  it  rifes  a  little  below  the 
village  of  Campello  in  Ombria.  Ths  inhabitants  near 
this 
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tion  it",  I.  imagine  not ;  let  me  therefore  advife 

rou  to  do  fo  immediately.  It  is  but  lately  indeed 
had  that  pleafure,  and  I  condemn  myfelf  for  not 
having  feen  it  fooner.  At  the  foot  of  a  little  hill, 
covered  with  veneral  le  and  fhady  cyprefs-trees,  a 
fpring  i flues  out,  which  gufhing  in  diS'erent  and 
unequal  {beams,  forms  itlelf,  after  feveral  wind¬ 
ings,  into  a  fpacious  balin,  fo  extrerelv  clear, 
that  you  may  fee  the  pebbles,  and  the  little  pie¬ 
ces  of  money  which  are  *  thrown  into  it,  as  they 
lie  at  the  bottom.  From  thence  it  is  carried  off  not 
fo  much  by  the  declivity  of  the  ground,  as  by  its 
own  ftrength  and  fulr.eis.  it  is  navigable  alrnoll 
as  foon  as  it  has  quitted  its  fource,  and  wide  e- 
nough  to  admit  a  free  paffage  for  veffcls  to  pafs  by 
each  other,  as  they  fail  with  or  again  ft  the 
ftrcam.  The  current  runs  fo  ftrong,  though  the 
ground  is  level,  that  the  large  barges  which  go 
down  the  river  have  no  occasion  to  make  ufe  of 
their  oars  ;  while  thofe  which  afcend,  find  it  dif¬ 
ficult  to  advance,  even  with  the  afliftance  of  oars 
and  poles  :  and  this  vicifiitude  of  labour  and  eafe, 
is  exceedingly  amufing  when  one  fails  up  and 
down  merely  for  pleafure.  The  banks  on  each 

this  river  ftill  retain  a  notion,  that  its  waters  are  at¬ 
tended  with  a  fupematural  property,  imagining  it 
makes  the  cattle  white  that  drink  of  it :  a  quality  for 
which  it  is  likewife  celebrated  by  many  of  the  Latin 
poets.  See  Addifon’s  uavels. 

*  The  heads  of  conftderable  rivers,  hot  fprings, 
large  bodies  of  Handing  water,  &c.  were  efteemed  ho¬ 
ly  among  the  Romans,  and  cultivated  with  religious 
ceremonies.  It  was  cuftomary  to  throw  little  pieces 
of  money  into  thofe  fountains,  lakes.  Sec.  which  had 
die  reputation  of  being  facied,  as  a  mark  of  venera¬ 
tion  for  thofe  places,  and  to  render  the  prefiding  dei¬ 
ties  propitious.  Suetonius  mendons  this  practice,  in 
the  annual  vows  which  he  fays  the  Rorrfiln  people 
made  for  the  health  of  Auguflus.  Suet,  in  <vit.  Aug. 
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fide  are  (haded  with  the  verdure  of  great  numbers 
of  a£h  and  poplar  trees,  as  dearly  and  diftinftly 
(een  in  the  ((ream,  as  if  they  were  adlually  funk 
in  it.  'T'he  water  is  cold  as  (now,  and  white 
too.  Near  it  (lands  an  ancient  and  venerable 
temple,  wherein  is  placed  the  river-god  Clitum- 
nus  clothed  in  a  robe,  whole  immediate  pre- 
lence  the  prophetic  oracles  here  delivered,  fufff- 
ciently  teftify.  Several  little  chapels  are  i'catter- 
cd  round,  dedicated  to  particular  gods,  diftin- 
guifhed  by  different  names,  and  fonie  of  them 
too  prtfiding  over  different  fountains.  For,  bc- 
fides  the  principal  one,  which  is,  as  it  were,  the 
parent  of  all  the  reft,  there  are  (eve raJ  other  Id¬ 
ler  ftreams,  which  taking  their  rile  from  various 
fcurccs,  iofe  themlelves  in  the  river;  ever  ’which 
a  biidge  is  built,  that  (eparates  the  (acred  part 
from  that  which  lies  open  to  common  u(e.  Vef- 
fels  are  allowed  to  come  above  this  bridge,  but 
no  perfon  is  permitted  to  fwim,  *  except  below 
it.  T  he  Kifpellates,  to  whom  Augullus  gave 
this  place,  furnifh  a  public  bath,  and  likewife  en¬ 
tertain  all  ftrangers,  at  their  own  expenfe.  Se¬ 
veral  villas,  attra&ed  by  the  beauty  of  this  river, 
are  fituated  upon  its  borders.  In  (hort,  every 
object'  that  prefents  itfelf,  will  afford  you  enter¬ 
tainment.  You  may  alfo  amufe  yourfelf  with 
numberlefs  inferiptions  that  are  fixed  upon  the 
pillars  and  walls  by  different  perfons,  celebrating 
the  virtues  of  the  fountain,  and  the  divinity  that 
prefides  over  it.  There  are  many  of  them  you 
will  greatly  admire,  as  there  are  feme  that  will 
make  you  laugh  ;  but  I  muft  correct  myfelf  when 
I  fay  lo  ;  you  are  too  humane,  1  know,  to  laugh 
upon  fuch  an  occafion.  Farewell. 

*  The  touch  of  a  naked  body  was  thought  to  pol¬ 
lute  thefe  confccrated  waters,  as  appears  from  a  paf- 
fage  in  Tacitus,  1.  14.  ann.  c.  2z. 
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Epiji.  IX.  Pliny  to  Ursus. 

ALflfcg  time  has  pafLd  fince  I  have  taken  ei¬ 
ther  a  book,  or  a  pen  in  my  hand.  A 
long  time  has  pafi’ed  fince  I  have  known  the 
f'weets  of  leifure  and  repofe ;  fince  I  have  known, 
in  fhort,  that  indolent,  but  agreeable  fituation 
of  doing  nothing,  and  being  nothing  :  fo  much 
have  the  affairs  of  my  friends  engaged  me,  and 
prevented  me  from  enjoying  the  pleafures  of  re¬ 
tirement  and  contemplation.  There  is  no  fort 
of  ftudiec,  however,  of  confequence  enough  to 
fuperfede  the  duty  of  friendfhip  :  on  the  contra¬ 
ry,  it  is  a  facred  tie  which  they  themfelves  teach 
us  mo;t  rciigioafiy  to  prefervc.  Farewell. 

Epiji.  X.  Pliny  to  Fabatus  *. 

■\T Our  concern  to  hear  of  my  wife’s  inifcarri- 
age,  will  be  equal,  I  know,  to  the  earneft 
defire  you  have,  that  we  fhould  make  you  a  great¬ 
grandfather.  The  inexperience  of  her  youth 
rendered  her  ignorant  that  (lie  was  breeding  ;  fo 
that  (he  not  only  neglected  the  proper  precau¬ 
tions,  but  managed  herfelf  in  a  way  extremely  un- 
fuitable  to  a  perfon  in  her  circumftances.  But 
line  has  feverely  atoned  for  her  miftake,  by  the 
utmoft  hazard  of  her  life.  Though  you  fhould 
(as  moft  certainly  you  will)  be  afflicted  to  fee 
yourfelf  thus  difappointed  in  your  old  age,  of  the 
immediate  hopes  of  leaving  2  family  behind  you  ; 
yet  it  deferves  your  gratitude  to  the  gods,  that  in 
theprefervation  of  your  grand-daughter,  you  have 
Prill  reafon  to  expect  that  bleffing  :  an  expedition 
fo  much  the  more  certain,  as  fhe  has  given  this 
proof,  though  an  unhappy  one  indeed,  of  her  be¬ 
ing  capable  of  bearing  children.  Thefe,  at  leaft, 
*  His  wife’s  grandfather. 

arc 
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are  the  reflections  by  which  I  endeavour  to  con¬ 
firm  my  own  hopes,  and  comfort  myfelf  under 
my  prefent  difappointment.  Y'ou  cannot  more 
ardently  wifh  to  have  great-grandchildwflfc,  than 
1  do  to  have  children,  as  the  dignity  of  both  our 
families  feems  to  open  to  them  afure  road  to  ho¬ 
nours,  and  we  fhall  leave  them  the  glory  of  de¬ 
fending  from  a  long  race  of  anceftcrs,  whofe 
fame  is  as  extenfive  as  their  nobility  is  ancient. 
May  we  but  have  the  pleafure  of  feeing  them 
born,  it  will  make  us  amends  for  the  prefent  dif¬ 
appointment  !  Farewell. 

Epifi.  XI.  Pliny  to  Hispolla  *.  % 

WHen  I  refled  upon  your  afFcCtion  to  your 
brother’s  daughter,  an  afFe&ion  even 
exceeding  the  tendernels  of  a  mother,  I  think  I 
ought  in  the  firft  place  to  inform  you  of  her  reco- 
veiy,  before  I  tell  you  fhe  has  been  ill  ;  that  the 
fenciments  of  joy  at  the  one,  may  leave  you  no  lei- 
fure  to  be  afRiCted  at  the  other.  Though  I  fear 
indeed,  after  your  firft  tranfperts  of  gratularion 
are  over,  you  will  feci  fome  concern,  and  in  the 
midft  of  your  joy  for  the  danger  file  has  cfca- 
ped,  will  tremble  at  the  thought  of  that  which 
fhe  has  undergone.  She  is  now,  however,  in 
good  fpirits,  and  again  reftored  to  herfeif  and  to 
me  ;  as  {he  is  making  the  fame  progrefs  in  the 
recovery  of  her  ftrength  and  health,  that  fne  did 
in  the  lols  of  them.  To  fay  the  truth,  (and  l 
may  now  fafely  tell  it  you),  fhe  was  in  the  utinoft 
hazard  of  her  life  ;  not  indeed  from  any  fault  of 
her  own,  but  a  little  from  the  inexperience  of  her 
youth.  To  this  muft  be  imputed  thecaufe  cf  her 
mifearnage,  and  the  fad  experience  fhe  has  had 
cf  the  confequence  of  not  knowing  fhe  was  breed- 
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ing.  But  though  this  misfortune  has  deprived 
you  of  the  confolation  of  a  nephew,  or  niece,  to 
fupply  the  lofs  of  your  brother;  you  muft  re- 
memb^that  blefling  feems  rather  to  be  deferred 
than  denied,  fince  her  life  is  preferved  from 
whom  that  happinefs  is  to  be  expected.  I  entreat 
you  then  to  reprefent  this  accident  to  your  *  fa¬ 
ther  in  the  moft  favourable  light  ;  as  your  fex 
are  the  beft  advocates  in  cafes  of  this  kind. 
Farewell. 

Epijl.  XII.  Pliny  to  Mikutianus. 

I  Muft  excufe  myfclf  to  you  this  one  day  :  Ti- 
tinius  Capito  is  to  recite  a  performance  of  his, 
and  1  know  not  whether  it  is  moft  my  inclina¬ 
tion,  or  my  duty  to  atend  him.  He  is  a  man  of 
a  moft  amiable  difpofition,  and  juftly  to  be  num¬ 
bered  among  the  brighteft  ornaments  of  our  age : 
he  ftudioufly  cultivates  the  polite  arts'  himfelf, 
and  generoufly  admires  and  encourages  them  in 
others.  To  feveral  who  have  diftinguifhed  them- 
felves  by  their  compoftiions,  he  has  been  the  de¬ 
fence,  the  refuge,  and  the  reward  ;  as  he  affords 
a  glorious  model  and  example  to  all  in  general. 
In  a  word,  he  is  the  reftorer  and  reformer  of 
learning,  now  alas  !  well  nigh  grown  obfolete 
and  decayed.  His  hc.ufe  is  open  to  every  man  of 
genius  v/hr>  has  any  works  to  rehearfe  ;  and  it  is 
not  there  alone  .hat  he  attends  thefe  aftemblies 
with  the  moft  obliging  good  nature.  I  am  fure 
at  leail:  he  never  once  excufed  himfelf  from  mine, 
if  he  happened  to  be  at  Rome.  I  fhould  there¬ 
fore  \vhh  a  more  Man  ordinary  ill  grace  refufe  to 
return  him  the  fame  favour,  as  the  occafion  of 
doing  it  is  peculiarly  glorious.  Should  not  I 
think  myfelf  obliged  to  a  man,  who,  if  1  were 
engaged  in  any  law-fuit,  generoufly  attended  the 
*  Fttbatus,  grandfather  to  Calphurnia,  Pliny’s  wife. 

caufe 


Epift.  13.  of  P  L  I  N  Y.  313 

caufe  in  which  I  was  interest'd  ?  And  am  I  lei’s 
indebted,  now  that  try  whole  care  and  bufsncfs 
is  of  the  literary  kind,  tor  his  affiduity  in  j^y  con¬ 
cerns  of  this  fort  ?  a  point  which,  if  not  the  (in¬ 
ly,  is  however  the  principal  inftance  wherein  I 
can  be  obliged.  But  though  I  owed  him  no  re¬ 
turn  of  this  nature  ;  though  I  were  nV  engage:! 
to  him  by  the  reciprocal  tie  of  the  fame  good  of¬ 
fices  he  has  done  me  ;  yet  rot  only  the  beauty 
of  his  extenftve  genius,  as  polite  as  it  is  fevercly 
corredt,  but  the  dignity  of  his  fubjedt,  would 
flrongly  incite  me  to  be  of  his  audience.  He  has 
written  an  account  of  the  deaths  of  fev.ral  illu- 
flrious  perfons,  foir.e  of  which  were  my  particular 
friends.  It  Is  a  pious  office  then,  it  Ihould  lb  cm, 
as  l  colIJ  not  Lc  pi  cent  at  their  obloquies,  to 
attend,  at  leuft,  this  (as  I  may  call  i:)  their  fune¬ 
ral  oration  ;  which  though  a  late,  is  however, 
f<  r  that  reafi.n,  a  more  unfufpedted  t.ibutc  to 
their  memories.  Farewell. 


Efjl.  XIII.  Pliny  to  Genialis. 

I  AM  much  pleated  that  3'ou  have  read  my  ora¬ 
tions  in  coin  any  with  vour  father.  It  is 
highly  ‘or  your  advantage  to  learn  from  a  man  of 
his  eloquence,  whu  to  ad  mi:  c  in  com  portions  of 
this  kind,  and  what  to  con  l.-nin  ;  as  you  will  at 
the  fit  me  time  he  train-d  up  in  an  habitual  cuflon 
of  ("peaking  your  real  femiments.  You  fee  whole 
{legs  it  is  you  ought  to  fellow;  and  happy  a.  e 
you  in  having  a  living  example  before  you,  which 
is  at  once  the  neareft  and  the  r.oblefl  model  you 
can  pnr'ue  !  In  a  word,  that,  he  whom  nature 
defigned  you  fhouid  rro.’t  r.dhmblc,  is,  of  all  o- 
thers,  the  pe  ion  whom  you  ihould  moll  imitate. 
Farewell. 
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Epi/i.  XIV.  Pliny  to  Aristo. 

AS  you  are  no  lefs  a  perfcdt  mailer  of  the  po¬ 
litical  laws  of  vour  country  (which  in¬ 
clude  the  cdltoms  and  ufages  of  the  i'enate)  than 
of  the  civil,  I  am  particularly  delirous  to  have 
your  opinion,  whether  1  was  millaken  in  an  af¬ 
fair  which  lately  came  before  the  houle.  i  his  1 
requeflv  not  with  a  view  of  being  directed  in  my 
judgment  as  to  what  is  pall,  (lor  that  is  now 
mo  Utc),  but  in  order  to  know  how  to  conduit 
in\  fclf,  if  any  cafe  of  the  fame  nature  Ihould  here¬ 
after  atile.  You  will  afk,  perhaps,  why  1  ap- 
j  ly  to  you  for  information  concerning  a  point, 
wherein  I  ought  to  be  well  inttrudted  ?  But  the 
tyranny  of  former  reigns,  as  it  introduced  a  neg- 
Ucl  and  ignorance  of  all  other  parts  of  uietul 
knowledge,  fo  particularly  of  what  relates  to  the 
ci'lloms  of  the  lenate  ;  for  who  is  there  fo  tame¬ 
ly  induftrious  as  to  dt'fire  to  learn,  what  he  can 
never  have  an  opportunity  of  putting  in  practice? 
KcftJes,  it  is  not  very  eaiy  to  retain  even  the 
knowledge  one  has  acquired,  where  no  accalion 
of  exerciiing  it  occurs.  Hence  it  was,  that  Liber¬ 
ty,  at  her  return,  found  us  in  the  utmoil  igno¬ 
rance  and  inexperience;  and  thus,  in  the  watmth 
•  if  our  eagernefs  to  tafte  thefweets,  we  are  1‘ome- 
times  hurried  onto  a&ion,  ere  we  are  well  inform¬ 
ed  in  what  manner  we  ought  to  adt‘.  But  by  the 
jnftitution  of  our  anceftors  it  was  wifely  provi¬ 
ded,  that  the  young  Ihould  learn  from  the  old, 
not  only  by  precept,  hut  by  their  own  obferva- 
:ion,  how  to  behave  in  that  fphere,  wherein  they 
were  one  day  themfclvcs  to  move  ;  as  theie,  in 
their  turn,  tranfmitted  the  fame  method  of  in- 
fl  ruction  to  their  children.  Upon  this  principle 
it  v.  as,  that  the  youth  were  lent  early  into  the 
army,  that  by  being  taught  to  obey,  they  might 
learn  to  command,  and  v.hi'It  they  followed  o- 
t'ncrs. 
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thers,  might  he  trained  up  by  degrees  to  be  lead¬ 
ers  themlelves.  And  thus,  when  they  were  can¬ 
didates  for  any  office,  they  were  obliged  to  Hard 
at  the  entrance  of  the  fenate,  that  they  might 
be  fpedlators,  before  they  were  admitted  par¬ 
ties  in  the  public  council  of  the  empire.  The 
father  of  each  youth  was  his  infti  utSlor  upon  thc-fe 
occafions,  or  if  he  had  none,  fume  perlon  of 
years  and  dignity  fupplied  the  place  of  a  father. 
Thus  they  were  taught  by  that  fureit  method  of 
difcipline,  example,  how  far  the  right  of  propo- 
fing  any  law  to  the  fenate  extended  ;  what  privi¬ 
leges  a  fenator  had  in  delivering  his  opinion  in 
the  houfe  ;  the  power  of  the  magillrates  in  that 
afl’embly,  and  the  rights  of  the  relt  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  ;  where  it  is  proper  to  yield,  and  where  to 
infill ;  when  and  how  long  to  fpeak,  and  when 
to  be  filent ;  how  to  diftinguilh  and  leparate  con¬ 
trary  opinions  *,  and  how  to  improve  upon  a 
former  motion  :  in  a  word,  they  learned  by  this 
means,  whatever  relates  to  the  conduit  of  a  man 
as  a  member  of  the  fenate.  As  for  my 'elf,  it  is 
true  indeed,  I  lerved  in  the  army  when  I  was  a 
youth  ;  but  it  was  at  a  time  when~courage  was 
iufpeoted,  and  cowardice  honoured  ;  when  the 
generals  were  without  authority,  and  the  foldiers 
without  modefty  ;  when  there  wcie  neither  difci¬ 
pline  nor  obedience,  but  all  was  riot,  difore'er, 
and  confufion  ;  in  fhort,  when- it  was  happier  to 
forget,  than  remember  what  one  learned.  I  at¬ 
tended  likewifc  in  my  youth  the  fenate,  but  a  fe¬ 
nate  that  was  mute  and  difpirited ;  where  it  was 
*  If  any  opinion  propofed  to  the  fenate,  was 
thought  too  general,  and  to  include  fevcral  diilinet 
articles,  fome  of  which  might  be  approved,  and  o- 
ihers  rejefted,  it  was  ufual  to  require  that  it  might 
be  divided  ;  and  this  they  fometimes  did  by  a  general  - 
voice  of  the  aflembly,  crying  out  Divide,  divide. 
iviiddlet.  Treat,  on  the  Roman  fenate.  137. 
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dangerous  to  fpeak  one’s  f.iuimentj,  and  infa¬ 
mous  to  be  filen:.  What  fatisfadlion  in  learning, 
or  indeed  what  c<  ulJ  be  learned,  when  thefenate 
iat  in  the  utmoft  indolence,  or  adted  with  the 
highe.'l  infamy!  when  they  were  convened  either 
for  ertul  or  ridiculous  purpof.s  *  and  when  their 
dclibeiations  were  never  f.-rious,  though  often 
f  d.  But  1  was  not  only  a  witnefs  to  this  feene 
of  wretchcdnefs,  as  a  ipeclator;  I  bore  my  lh.ne 
of  it  too  as  a  fenator,  and  both  law  and  fullered  un¬ 
der  it  for  many  years  ;  v,  hich  lb  broke  and  damp¬ 
ed  my  Spirits,  that  they  have. not  even  yet  been  able 
fully  to  recover  tbemfelves.  It  is  but  a  Hiatt 
time  (and  i:  feems  fo  much  the  fnortcr  in  propor¬ 
tion  to  its  happinefs)  flnce  v\e  could  take  any 
p!ea.''u:e  in  knowing  what  relates  to,  cr  in  rxer- 
cifing  the  duties  ot  our  ftation.  Upon  thefc  con- 
fiderations,  therefore,  I  may  rcafonably  entreat 
you,  in  the  fir  ft  place,  to  pardon  my  error,  (if  I 
have  been  guilty  of  one),  and  in  the  next,  to 
guide  me  out  of  it  by  your  fuperior  knowledge  : 

1  cr  I  am  fenfible  you  have  ever  been  curious  to 
examine  into  the  cc.nftitutioa  of  your  country, 
both  with  refpedt  to  its  public  and  private,  its  an¬ 
cient  and  modern,  its  general  and  particular 
laws.  1  am  perfuaded  indeed  the  point  upon 
*  The  fourth  fatire  of  Juvenal  will  ferve  as  a  com¬ 
ment  upon  this  paliage,  where  he  acquaints  us  that  a 
turbot  of  a  moll  enorm  us  li^e  being  brought  to  Do- 
mitian,  he  immediately  convened  thefenate,  in  order 
to  coafult  in  what  manner  it  Ihould  be  dreff- 
ed.  The  poet  mentions  the  names  of  the  perfons 
who  fpoke  in  this  remarkable  debate,  and  their  feve- 
ral  oji.t.ions  upon  a  question  fo  important,  concluding 
his  fatire  with  this  pathetic  wiih  : 

Ah  !  as  this  day,  that  he  had/; cut  the  rej ?, 

And  his  dire  reign  had  only  hem  a  jejl  ! 

Nor  Rome  her  noblcjt  blood  bad  tamely  fe,n 

Flo~,v  UTtretteag  J  !  — - -  Sat.  4. 

which 
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vv!'.i:h  I  am  g  ling  to  ccnfult  ym,  is  fr>  unufirel, 
that  even  th  .fe  whole  great  experience  in  public 
bufincfs  iTinll  have  made  them,  one  ill  ;uld  ima¬ 
gine,  acquainted  with  every  thing  of  t  ris  nature, 
were  either  not  thoroughly  aprtiltd,  or  abf  late¬ 
ly  ignorant  of  it.  1  {hull  b.  more  tjicafenle, 
therefore,  if  1  happen  to  have  t>.  on  mrltakcn  ;  as 
v  >u  will  gain  fo  much  the  higher  app'aufe,  i  f  you 

clear  has  cv<.r  yet  fallen  within  your  ub  eivation. 
1'iic  inqui  y  then  before  the  houfe  was,  concern¬ 
ing  the  death  of  Afranius  Dexter,  who  being 
found  murdered,  it  was  unc  riv.in  vi  bethel  be  fell 
by  his  own  hands,  or  by  thole  of  his  freedmen  ; 
and  if  the  latter,  whether  they  committed  the  fact 
in  ®  obedience  to  the  comnu.nds  of  Afranius,  or 
were  prcmp'cd  to  it  ty  their  own  villany.  Af¬ 
ter  they  had  been  put  to  the  ipullon,  a  certain 
lcnat  rr  (it  is  of  no  importance  to  mention  hit 
name,  hut  if  you  are  delirous  to  know,  it  was  my- 
lelf)  was  for  acquitting  them;  another  propoled 
that  tlrev  fhouid  be  ban  i  filed  for  a  limited  time  ; 
ami  a  third,  that  they  lhoulJ  be  put  tod-,  ath. 
Theft  feveral  opimons  were  fo  extremely  oppo- 
fit  r,  that  it  was  impt  flibh:  cither  of  them  could 
li.-.nd  with  the  other  ;  and  therefore,  in  taking  the 
\  oices  1  I  thought  they  ought  to  be  numbered  le- 
puratvly.  For  what  is  there  in  common  between 
t me  C.iii intents  of  thofc  who  thought  the  ac-cufed 
dcf.  rved  bur.; fitment,  and  thole  who  were  of  o- 
pini  n  they  merited  death?  Nothing  more,  in 
truth,  than  there  is  between  th-ft  who  voted  for 
brnHhnient,  and  the  others  who  were  for  acquit- 
*  Thofc  who  de'lroysd  them  reives,  frequently 
nta  le  Life  of  the  hands  of  their  fen  ants  for  that  pur¬ 
pose.  Thus  Brutus  and  Ca.llus,  after  the  lots  of  that 
fatal  battle  which  decided  the  liber  ties  •  1  Rome,  ran 
each  of  th  m  upon  the  f words  of  their  att.r.  .hints. 
Florus,  1,  4.  c.  7. 
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ting  the  prlfoners.  Though  indeed  he  who  was 
for  difeharging  them,  approached  nearer  to  the 
fentiments  of  him  who  propofed  exile,  than  the 
other  who  moved  that  they  fhould  futfer  death  : 
for  both  the  former  agreed  at  itafl  in  this,  that 
their  lives  fhould  be  lpared,  whereas  the  latter 
were  for  a  capital  conviction.  In  the  mean 
while,  thofe  fcnatois  who  were  for  purifhing 
with  death,  and  tl.ofe  who  propofed  hanifhmenr, 
fat  together  on  the  fame  fide  of  the  houfe;  and 
thus,  by  a  prefent  appearance  of  union,  fulpcndcd 
their  real  difagreement.  1  moved  therefore,  that 
each  of  the  three  opinions  fhould  be  f  parately 
counted,  and  that  two  of  them  fhould  not,  under 
favour  of  a  fhort  truce  between  themfelves,  join 
ag.iinft  the  third.  I  infifhd  that  l'uch  of  the 
members  as  were  for  capital  punifhment, 
lhould  divide  from  the  others  who  voted  for  bar 
nifhment  ;  and  that  thifi:  two  diflir.cl  parties 
fhould  net  be  permitted  to  form  therriehes  into 
a  body,  in  oppofirion  to  thofe  who  declared  for 
acquittal,  when  they  would  immediately  after  dis¬ 
unite  again  :  for  it  was  not  material  that  they  a- 
greed  in  difliking  one  propofa!,  fince  they  differed 
with  refperSl  to  the  other  two.  It  feimed  very  ex. 
traordinary,  that  he  who  moved  the  freedmen 
fhould  be  banifhed,  and  the  flaves  fufFer  death, 
fhould  net  be  allowed  to  join  thefe  two  in  one  mo¬ 
tion,  but  that  the  queftion  fhould  be  ordered  to  be 
put  to  the  houfe  in  the  disjunctive ;  and  yet  that  the 
votes  of  thofe  who  were  for  inflicting  capiral  pu¬ 
nifhment  upon  the  freedmen,  fhould  be  taken 
together  with  thofe  who  were  forbanifliing  th' m. 
For  if,  in  the  former  inflame,  it  v.  as  rcaionable 
that  the  motion  fhould  be  divided,  becaufe  it 
comprehended  two  diflirnSt  things  ;  I  could  not 
fee  why,  in  the  latter  cafe,  fuffrages  fo  extremely 
different  fhould  be  thrown  into  the  fame  feale. 
Permit  me  then,  optwilhfhnding  the  point  is 
determined. 
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determ  ined,  to  go  over  it  again  as  if  it  were 
ftill  undecided,  and  to  lay  before  you  thofe  rea- 
fons  at  my  eafe,  which  I  offered  to-  the  hou-fe  in 
the  midft  of  much  interruption  and  clamour. 
Let  us  fuppofe  there  had  been,  only  three  judges 
appointed  to  hear  this  cau^e,  one  of  which  was 
of  (.pinion  that  the  paities  in  queftion  deferred 
death;  the  other,  that  they  fhould  only  be  ba- 
nilbed  ;  and  the  third,  that  they  ought  to  be  ac¬ 
quitted  :  fhou'.d  the  two  fomer  unite  their  ifrength 
to  the  deitruction  of  the  latter  ?  or  fhould  each 
of  them  feparately  be  balanced  ?  For  the  firft 
and  iecond  are  no  more  compatible  than  the 
fecond  and  third.  They  ought  therefore  in  the 
fame  manner  to  be  counted  in  the  fenate  as  con¬ 
trary,  fince  they  were. delivered  as  different  opini¬ 
ons.  Suppcfe  the  fame  perfon  had  moved,  that 
they  fhould  both  have  been  banifhed  and  put  to 
death;  could  they  po/libiy,  in  pursuance  of  this 
opinion,  have  fuffered  both  puniCime;nts  ?  Or 
could  it  have  been  eftee.red  as  <  ne  confiftent 
motion,  when  it  united  ;wo  fuch  different  things  ? 
Why  then  fhouli  the  fame  opinion,  when  de¬ 
livered  by  diftindl  perfons,  be  confidered  as  one 
and  en  iie,  which  would  not  be  deemed  lb  if  it 
were  propofed  by.  a  finglc  perfen?  Does  not  the 
law  manifeftiy  imply,  tl.ai  a  diltmcrion  is  to  be 
made  between  thofe  who  are  ior  a  capital  con¬ 
viction,  and  thofe  who  are  for  banifhmer.t,  in  the 
very  form  of  words  made  ufe  of  when  the  houfe 
is  ordered  t  ■  divide?  You  who  are  of  Juch  an  opi~ 
nion ,  come  to  this  fide  ;  you  who  are  of  any  other ,  go. 
over  to  the  fide  cf  him  zvhofe  opinion  you  follow.  let 
us  examine  this  form,  and  weigh  every  ('entente: 
You  who  are  of  this  opinion-,  that  is,  for  inltance, 
you  who  are  f  r  bani  foment,  come  on  this  fide ; 
namely,  on  the  fide  of  him  who  moved  for  banifh- 
me»'t.  Fr  m  whence  it  is  dear  he  cannot  re¬ 
main  on  the  fide  of  thofe  who  arc  for  death. 
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You  n Juki  are for  any  ether :  cblerve,  the  law  is  not 
contented  with  bare!)'  l’ajing  another,  but  (he 
adds  any.  Now,  can  there  be  a  doubt,  whether 
they  who  declare  for  a  capital  conviction  are  of 
any  other  opinion,  than  tliofe  who  propt  fe  exile  ! 
Go  over  to  the  fide  of  Li  m  vj'tofe  opinion  you  follow : 
does  not  the  L\v  fetm,  as  it  woe,  to  force  thofe 
who  are  of  different  fentinvn  s,  tocontraiy  fide-? 
L)  .es  ti  it  the  conful  himfelf  point  out,  not  only 
by  this  fdctr.n  form  01  words,  but  by  hi,  hunt] 
and  gtflure,  the  phc„-  in  which  cvcry  man  is  to 
remain,  or  to  which  he  is  to  go  over?  “  But,”  it 
in  objected,  “  if  c'.iia  reparation  is  made  between 
thofe  who  vote  for  i.ifiicling  death,  and  the  fc 
“  who  are  on  the  fide  of  exile,  the  opiui:  n  for 
“  quitting  the  prisoners  mutt  nect-ilariiv  prevail.” 
But  how  docs  that  affect  the  parties  who  vote5 
Certainly  it  becomes  not  them  to  contend  by  everv 
art,  and  urge  every  expedient,  that  the  milder 
f  n:ence  may  not  t..ke  place.  “  Still,”  fay  they, 
th  >fe  who  are  for  con  .'earning  the  accufed 
“  either  capitaily  or  to  banifltment,  fnould  be 
“  fir  ft  fet  in  opposition  to  thofe  who  are  for  ab- 
“  fi.lving  them,  and  afterwards  weighed  agtinft 
“  each  other.”  Thus  as,  in  certain  public 
games,  fotne  are  by  1-  t  to  engage  with  the  con¬ 
queror  ;  fi',  it  feems,  in  the  feaate  there  is  a 
firft  and  fecond  combat,  and  of  two  different  ien- 
timents,  the  prevailing  one  ha,  ftiil  a  third  to 
contend  with.  What  ?  when  any  particular 
opinion  is  received,  do  not  all  the  reft  fall  of 
courier  Is  it  reafonable  then,  th  it  one  should  be 
thrown  into  the  fcale  merely  to  weigh  down  ano¬ 
ther  ?  To  exprefs  my  meaning  more  plaiidy  :  un¬ 
it  fs  the  two  patties,  v.’ho  are  for  capital  punifh- 
ment  and  exile  immediately  feparate  upon  the 
firft  divifion  of  the  I  ouie,  it  would  be  to  no  pur- 
po  e  afterwards  to  difTent  from  thofe  with  whom 
they  joined  before. — But  1  am  dictating  inftead 
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of  receiving  inflruclion.  Tell  me  then  whether 
you  think  the  e  votes  fhould  have  been  taken 
feparately  ?  My  fen  ti  meats,  it  is  true,  prevailed, 
ncvei  thelds  1  am  deiirous  to  know  whether  you 
think  I  ought  to  have  infilled  uptm  tnis  point, 
c»r  have  y  Li  Jed  as  that  r.emb  r  did  who  declared 
for  capital  punifhment?  For  convinced,  1  will  nut 
fay  of  the  legality,  however  of  the  equity  of  my 
propofal,  he  receded  from  his  own  opinion,  and 
went  ever  to  the  party  lor  exile:  fearing  perhaps, 
ir  the  votes  were  taken  feparately  (which  he  faw 
would  be  the  cafe),  the  treed  men  would  be  ac¬ 
quitted  :  for  the  numbers  were  far  greater  on  that 
fide  than  on  either  of  the  other  two,  feparately 
counted.  The  confequence  was,  that  thofe  who 
had  been  influenced  by  his  authority,  when  they 
faw  themielves  f.-rfaken  by  his  going  over  to  the 
other  party,  gave  up  a  motion  which  they  found 
abandoned  by  the  firft  author,  and  deferted,  as  it 
were,  with  their  leader.  Thus  the  three  opi¬ 
nions  were  refolved  at  length  into  two j  and  of 
thofe  two,  one  prevailed,  and  the  other  was  re¬ 
jected  j  while  the  third,  as  it  was  not  powerful 
enough  to  conquer  both  the  others-,- had  only  to 
chufo  to  which  of  the  two  it  would  yield.  Fate- 
well. 


Epiji.  XV.  Pliny  to  Junior. 

BY  fending  you  fuch  a  number  of  volumes  at 
once,  1  doubt  1  have  overburdened  you: 
but  if  I  'have,  remember  you  required  them  of 
me.  Bcfides,  as  you  wrote  me  word  you  were 
likely  to  reap  but  little  lrom  the  fruits  of  your 
vineyards,  1  imagined  you  would  be  at  leifure  to 
reap  (as  we  fay)  the  fruits  of  learning.  1  have 
received  the  fame  bad  accounts  of  my  own  li:  tie 
farms  ;  and  tr.yfelf  tierelore  at  full  1  ifuie  to 
w.i.e  bo.-k.-!  for  you,  pro. ided  1  can  but  raife 
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money  enough  to  furr.ifh  me  with  good  paper. 
For  fhould  1  be  reduced  to  thecoarle  and  fpungy 
fort,  either  1  muft  not  write  at  all,  or  whatever 
I  compoie,  whether  good  or  bad,  muft  neceffarily 
undergo  one  cruel  blot!  Farewell. 

Epiji.  XVI.  Pliny  to  Paternus. 

THE  ficknefs  which  has  lately  run  through. 

my  family,  and  carried  off  feveral  of  my 
domeftics.  Come  of  them  too  in  the  prime  of  their 
yeats,  has  deeply  afflicted  me.  I  have  two  corv- 
folations,  however,,  which  though  they  are  r.ct 
equal  to  fo  confiderable  a  grief,  ftill  they  are 
conl'olations.  One  is,  that  as  I  have  always 
very  readily  manumized  my  Hayes,  their  death 
does  not  feem  altogether  immature,  if  they  lived 
long  enough  to  receive  their  freedom :  the  other, 
that  I  have  allowed  them  to  make  a  kind  of  will  *, 
which  I  obftrve  as  religibufly  as  if  they  were 
legally  entitled  to  that  privilege.  I  receive  and 
obey  their  laft  requefts,  as  lo  many  authoritative 
commands,  fuffering  them  to  difpofe  of  their  ef¬ 
fects  to  whom  they  p'eafe;  with  this  (ingle  re- 
flriCtion,  that  they  leave  them  to  fome  in  my 
family,  which  to  perfbns  in  their  ftation  is  to  be 
efteemed  as  a  fort  of  commonwealth.  But 
though  I  endeavour  to  acquicfce  under  thtfe  re¬ 
flections,  yet  the  fame  tenderneL  which  led  me 
to  (hew  them  thefe  indulgences,  (till  breaks  out 
and  overpowers  my  ftrongell  resolutions.  How¬ 
ever,  I  could  not  wifli  to  be  infenfible  to  thefe 
foft.  imprtlflons  of  humanity.:  though  the  genera¬ 
lity  of  the  world,  I  know,  look  upon  lodes  of 
this  kind  in  no  other  view,  than  as  a  diminution 
of  their  property,  and  fancy  by  cherilhing  fuch  an 

*  A  Have  could  acquire  no  property,  and  confe- 
quently  v.-as  incapable  by  lav/  of  making  a  will. 

unfeeling 
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unfeeling  temper,  they  difcover  a  fuperior  forti¬ 
tude  and  good  fenfe.  Their  wifilom  and  magna¬ 
nimity  I  (hall  not  difpure.  But  manly,  1  am 
fure,  they  are  not;  for  it  is  the  very  criteflon  of 
true  manhood  to  feel  thole  imprelfions  of  forrow 
which  it  endeavours  to  refill;  and  to  admit,  not 
to  be  above  the  want  of  conlblaiion.  But  per¬ 
haps  I  have  detained  you  too  long  upon  this  fub- 
jebt, —  though  not  lo  long  as  l  would.  There 
is  a  certain  pleafiire  in  giving  vent  to  one’s  grief; 
efpecially  when  we  pour  out  our  forrow  in  the 
bofom  of  a  friend,  who  will  approve,  or  at  leall, 
pardon  our  tears  **.  Farewell- 

Epiji. 

*  There  is  fomething  fo  uncommonly  amiable  in 
this  family- piece,  that  the  reader  cannot  be  difplea- 
fed  with  being  flopped  a  moment  to  take  a  fecond 
view  of  it.  If  nothing  remained  of  Pliny,  but  this 
fingle  trait  of  his  character,  we  might  neverthelt  fs 
afluredly  pronounce  of  him,  that  he  was  ennobled 
by  every  focial  virtue  :  for  as  it  is  certain  the  great- 
eft  minds  have  ever  been  molt  open  to  impreffions 
of  the  humane  hind  ;  fo  every  moral  virtue  neceffari- 
ly  flows  from  benevolence,  as  from  its  true  and  ge¬ 
nuine  fource.  It  is  impoftible  a  man  who  has  a  jufl: 
feeling  of  the  calamities  of  others,  can  deliberately 
break  through  the  moral  ties  of  any  kind  ;  becaufe  it 
is  certain  he  cannot  do  fo,  without  being  the  occafion 
of  fufr'ering  to  tho<e  who  Hand  within  the  influence 
of  the  particular  aft  ion.  This  principle  alfo  will  ever 
afford  the  moll  unerring  tell  of  patriotifm,  or  the 
public  afte&ions  ;  for  the  cruel  and  unrelenting  in 
private  and  domeftic  life,  can  never  ait  upon  the 
true  n  tion  of  liberty,  in  the  more  enlarged  relations 
of  public  concerns.  With  great  jailice  therefore 
our  author  makes  this  generous  principle  the  evi¬ 
dence  of  real  manhood  ;  as  Juvenal  deferibes  a  ten- 
dernefs  of  difpofition  to  be  the  principal  note  of  dif- 
tinftion,  which  nature  has  marked  out  between  the 
rational  and  brute  creation  : 

Hea-jea 
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Epijl.  XVII.  Pliny  to  Macrinus. 

IS  tffc  feafon  with  you  as  inclement  and  tem- 
pcftuous  as  it  is  wiih  us?  All  here  is  tem- 
peft  and  inundation.  The  T  iber  has  fuelled  its 
channel,  and  overflowed  its  banks  far  and  wide. 
Though  the  wife  precaution  of  the  emperor  had 
guarded  agair.fi:  this  evil,  by  cutting  feverzl  out¬ 
lets  to  the  river;  it  has  ntverthekfs  flooded  all 
the  fields  and  valleys,  and  entirely  "bvetfipread 
the  whole  face  of  the  flat  country.  It  feems  to 
have  gone  cut  to  meet  thofe  rivet®  which  it  ul’ed 
to  receive  and  carry  nip  in  one  intermingled 
flxeam ;  and  has  driven  them  hack  to  deluge 
thofe  countries  it  could  not  teach  i'.felf.  That 
moll  delightful  of  rivers,  the  Anio,  which  feems 
invited  and  detained  in  its  courfe  by  the  charm¬ 
ing  vilias  that  are  fi'ua  ed  upon  its  banks,  has 
alinolt  entirely  rooted  up  and  carried  away  the 
woods  which  fir. i led  its  borders.  It  has  over¬ 
thrown  whole  mountains,  and  in  endeavouring  to 
find  a  parage  through  the  ruins  that  obfirruchd 
its  way,  has  forced  down  houfes,  and  riles  over 
the  defolation  it  has  occafioned.  The  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  h:li  countries,  who  are  fituated  above 
the  reach  of  this  inundation,  have  be-,  n  the  me¬ 
lancholy  fpedfators  of  its  dreadful  effedfs,  having 
feen  colrly  furniture,  inftruments  of  hufbandrv, 
ploughs,  and  oxen  with  their  drivers,  whole  herds 
or  cattle,  together  with  the  trunks  of  trees,  and 
beams  of  the  neighbouring  villas,  floating  about 

Heaven  gave  lire  tear  humane,  afign  ctmfejt, 

Sc/'r  pity  dwells  tt  't!.  in  ti-r  >. I'jrtal  Lreaft  ; 

T hat .  nableji  p«j};cn  net  led  Loj'oms  knows  !  - 

7 biti  mark  's  frttn  h  ate,  the  human  tad  divine. 
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in  difFerent  parts.  Nor  indeed  have  thefe  higher 
places  thcmfeUes,  to  which  the  waters  could  not 
rife,  efenped  the  calamity.  A  continued  heavy 
rain  as  deftrudlive  as  the  river  itlelf,  poured  down 
in  torrents  upon  them,  and  has  deftroyed  all  the 
inclofures  which  divided  that  fertile  country.  It 
has  damaged  likewife,  and  even  overturned  fomc 
of  the  public  buildings,  where  numbers  have 
been  miferably  buried  in  the  ruins.  And  thus 
thofe  people,  befides  the  lofs  i  f  their  effedls,  have 
fuffered  thef  additional  misfortune  of  lamenting 
their  friend':.  I  am  extremely  uneafy  left  this  ex- 
tenfive  ruin  ftiould  have  fpretid  to  you  :  I  beg 
therefore,  if  it  has  not,  you  will  immediately  ea!c 
me  of  my  fears.  And  indeed  I  defire  you  would 
inform  me  though  it  ftiould ;  for  the  difference 
is  not  great  between  fearing  a  danger,  and  feel¬ 
ing  it  ;  except  that  the  evil  one  feels  has  feme 
bounds,  whereas  one’s  apprehenfions  have  none. 
For  we  can  fuffer  no  more  that  what  adfu  illy 
has,  but  we  fear  all  that  poflibly  may  have  hup- 
pened.  Farewell. 


Ep'tft.  XVIII.  Pliny  to  Rufinus. 

THE  vulgar  imagination  is  nrnft  certainly 
falfe,  that  a  man’s  will  is  a  kind  of  mirror 
v  herein  one  may  clearly  fee  his  genuine  charac¬ 
ter.  We  have  a  late  inftancc  to  the  contrary  in 
E)omitius  Tullus,  who  appears  a  much  better 
man  fincehis  death,  than  during  his  life.  After 
having  artfully  encouraged  the  exceptions  of 
thole  who  paid  court  to  him,  with  .1  view  to  be¬ 
ing  his  heir,  he  has  left  his  eftarc  to  his  niece 
whom  he  adopted.  He  has  given  like  wifi  leveial 
very  confidcrablc  legacies  among  his  grandchil¬ 
dren,  and  alfo  to  his  great-grand  (on.  in  a  word, 

he  has  {hewn  hind'-lfa  kind  rela  ion  throughout 
his  whole  wil :  which  is  f  1  much  the  more  to  be 
V  cl.  11.  E  c  admired. 
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admired,  as  it  was  not  expe&ed  of  him.  This 
affair  has  been  much  the  fubjedl  of  converfation  : 
fome  repreient  him  as  guilty  of  the  bafeft  falftj- 
hood  and  ingratitude ;  and  while  they  thus  com¬ 
plain  of  him  as  if  they  were  actually  difinherited 
kindred,  their  inveflives  betray  their  own  dif- 
honeft  defigns  :  others,  on  the  contrary,  applaud 
him  extremely  for  having  difappointed  the  hopes 
of  this  infamous  tribe  of  men,  whom,  confided 
ing  the  manners  of  the  age,  it  is  but  prudence  to 
deceive.  They  add  further,  that  he  was  not  at 
liberty  to  make  any  other  will,  and  that  he  can¬ 
not  fo  properly  be  faid  to  have  left,  as  returned, 
his  eftate  to  his  adopted  daughter,  fince  it  was  by 
her  means  it  came  to  him.  For  Curtilius  Mancia, 
whofe  daughter  Dpmitius  Lucanus,  brother  to 
this  Tullus,  married,  having  taken  a  diflike  to 
his  fon- in-law,  devifed  his  eftate  to  this  young 
lady,  (who  was  the  iflue  of  that  marriage),  up¬ 
on  condition  that  Lucanus,  her  father,  would 
*  emancipate  her.  He  accordingly  did  fo,  but  Ihe 
being  afterwards  adopted  by  Tullus  her  uncle, 

*  That  is,  would  make  her  free  :  for  the  power 
of  a  father  over  his  children,  was  unlimited  amongtt 
the  Romans.  It  extended  not  only  to  their  fortunes, 
but  their  lives,  and  was  even  greater  than  what  the 
laws  allowed  over  their  flaves  ;  for  if  a  matter  fold 
his  flave,  who  afterwards  obtained  his  freedom,  the 
former  owner  had  no- farther  claim  ;  whereas,  in  the 
cafe  of  a  fon,  the  father’s  right  was  not  abfolutely  ex- 
tinguifhed  by  felling  him,  bat  if  the  fon  obtained  his 
freedom,  he  again  came  under  his  dominion.  And 
this  authority  could  not  be  wholly  difannulled  till 
the  fon  had  been  thrice  fold,  and  as  often  recovered 
his  liberty,  and  then  it  entirely  ccafed.  The  law 
vetted  the  fame  power  likewife  as  fully  in  the  adopt¬ 
ive  father,  as  in  the  natural.  Jultinian  obferves  this 
-authority  was  peculiar  to  the  Romans*  arid  followed 
by  no  other  nation  whatfcever.  Iujf.  1.  i . 
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the  deftgn  of  Mancia’s  will  was  entirely  fruftra- 
ted.  For  thele  two  brothers  having  never  divi¬ 
ded  their  patrimony,  but  living  together  as  joint  - 
tenants  of  one  common  eftate,  the  daughter  of 
Lucanus,  notwithftanding  the  act  of  emancipa¬ 
tion,  returned  back  again,  together  with  her  for¬ 
tune,  under  the  dominion  of  her  father,  by  means 
of  this  fraudulent  adoption.  It  feems  indeed  to 
have  been  the  fate  of  thele  two  brothers,  to  be 
enriched  by  thofe  who  had  the  greatcil  averfion 
to  them.  For  Domitius  Afer,  by  whom  they 
were  adopted,  left  a  will  in  their  favour,  whiett 
he  had  made  eighteen  years  before  his  death ; 
though  it  was  plain  he  had  altered  his  fentiments 
with  lefpech  to  the  family,  becatife  he  was  in- 
lfrumental  in  procuring  the  confifcatioa  of  uteir 
father's  eftate.  There  is  fomething,  in  truth, 
e:t L.'-  mcly  fingul.tr  in  the  rclcntment  of  Afer,  and 
the  good  fortune  of  the  other  two  j  as  it  was 
very  extraordinary  on  one  hand,  that  Domitius 
fhould  endeavour  to  extirpate  ftom  the  privileges 
of  fociety,  a  man  whole  children  he  had  adopted, 
and  on  the  other,  that  thele  brothers  fhouU  find 
a  parent  in  the  very  perfon  that  ruined  their 
father.  But  it  was  highly  juft  in  Tull  us,  after 
having  been  appointed  foie  heir  by  his  brother, 
in  prejudice  to  his  own  daughter,  to  make  her 
amends  by  giving  her  this  eftate  which  came  to 
him  from  Afer,  as  w’ell  as  all  the  reft  which  he 
poftrlTed- in  common  with  his  brother.  His  will 
therefore  delerves  the  higheft  applaufe,  as  it  is  the 
dictates  of  nature,  juftice,  anefhonour;  wherein 
he  has  returned  his  obligations  to  his  feveral  re¬ 
lations,  according  to  their  refpeblive  good  offices 
towards  him.  He  has  made  a  juft  acknowledg¬ 
ment  likewife  to  his  wife,  having  Bequeathed- 
to  that  excellent  woman,  who  patienrly  endured 
much  upon  his  account,  feveral  delightful  villas, 
befides  a  large  fum  ol  money.  And  indeed  Ihc 
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deferved  fo  much  the  more  at  his  hands,  as  flic 
was  highly  cenfured  for  her  marriage  with  him. 
It  was  thought  unworrhy  a  perfon  of  her  rank 
and  merit,  after  having  had  a  former  hufband  by 
whom  file  had  iffue,  to  marry,  in  the  decline  of 
her  life,  an  old  man,  merely  for  his  riches,  who 
was  fo  fiekly  and  infirm,  that  even  though  he 
had  puffed  the  beft  years  of  his  youth  and  health 
with  her,  file  might  wtll  have  been  weary  of  him. 
He  had  fo  entirely  loft  the  ufe  of  all  his  limbs, that 
he  could  not  move  him  ft  If  in  bed  wi.hout  afinT- 
anee  ;  and  all  the  enjoyment  he  had  of  his  riches, 
was  only  to  contemplate  them.  He  was  even 
reduced  to  the  wretched  neceffity  (which  indeed 
one  cannot  mention  without  loathing  as  well  as 
lamenting)  of  having  his  teeth  wafhed  and  clean- 
fed  by  others:  and  he  tiled  frequently  to  fay, 
when  he  was  complaining  of  the  indecencies 
which  his  infirmities  obliged  him  to  fiift'er,  that 
he  was  every  day  forced  to  take  his  fervant’s 
fingers  into  his  mouth.  Still,  however,  he  lived, 
and  was  willing  to  accept  of  life  upon  thefc 
terms  ;  the  prefer-/ avion  of  which  was  particular¬ 
ly  owing  to  the  care  of  his  wife,  who,  whatever 
reputation  (he  might  lof'e  at  firft  by  her  marriage, 
acquired  great  honour  by  her  after-condiuft  to¬ 
wards  him. -  1  hus  i  have  given  you  all  the 

news  of  the  town,  where  nothing  is  talked  «,f 
but  Tullns.  It  is  expected  his  curiofities  will 
fiiortl y  be  f.-ld  by  auction.  He  had  fuch  vaft 
numbers  of  fine  itefues,  which  flood  neglected 
in  a  lumber-room,  that  he  actually  filled  a  large 
garden  with  them,  rhe  very  fame  day  he  pur- 
chaf-J  it.  —  If  you  have  any  thing  worth  commu¬ 
nicating  in -return,  I  hope  you  will  not  refufe  the 
trouble  of  writing  to  me  ;  not  only  as  wc  are  all 
naturally  fond  of  news,  but  becaufe  example  has 
a  very  beneficial  infiu  nee  upon  our  own  con¬ 
duct.  Farewell. 
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Epiji.  XIX.  Pliny  to  Maximus. 

I  Find  both  entertainment  and  comfort  in  rr.v 
fludies:  and  a,  there  is  no  pkafure  I  prefer 
to  them,  fo  there  is  no  uneafinefs  tiny  do  not 
alleviate.  In  this  flalon  therefore  of  dejection, 
oceaiioned  by  the  indifpofition  of  mv  wife,  the 
dangerous  fieknufs  of  frnic  of  my  fervants,  aaj 
the  d  ?ath  of  others,  I.  fly  to  my  b;oks,  tho:e 
I  vercign  compofers  of  my  griefl  It  is  true,  in¬ 
deed,  they  teach  me  a  greater  M-nfibilitv  to  tr.if- 
fertunes,  but  they  teach  me  too  hov.-  to  bear 
them  with  more  patience.  It  is  an  edublilhcd 
ride  with  me,  before  I  pubiifh  any  of  mv  pro¬ 
ductions,  to  take  the  judgment  of  my  friends 
upon  them,  tlpecially  yours.  I  beg  therefor.; 
you  would  examine  the  performan.e  I  l-.ere  lend 
you,  with  particular  care,  as  I  am  afraid,  the 
didjuietude  of  my  mind  may  ha.  a  pn.vcu.ed  n.e 
from  giving  it  the  attention  i  ought.  1\  r  tlto  igii 
I  cculJ  command  myfclf  fj  far  as  to  lit  down  "to 
write,  I  was  not  mailer  enough  of  my  l.cr.ir,  to 
do  fo  with  rale  and  cliceifulntf:, ;  hue  if  fluey 
thrown  the  mind  into  a  pleuftng  P.ate  c:  mr..  nit/, 
a  flate  of  ferenity  is  nci'cHury  to  thtow  a  grace 
upon  ou.  fludies.  Farewell.  ' 

Epiji.  XX.  Pliny  to  Gallus. 

WE  undertake  long  voyages  both  bv  lea 
and  End,  to  behold  tnofe  curiofliic. 
which,  if  ihey  lie  within  our  reach,  we  over- 
lo.  k'ana  negi-dt:  whether  it  be  that  we  are  na¬ 
turally  lei’s  inquifltive  concerning  thi.fe  things 
which  are  near  us,  while  we  are  puflr  d  forvvaid 
in  p.irfuit  of  remote  objects  ;  or  becaule  the  er.fl- 
nefs  of  gratifying  a  dclirc,  is  aiways  lure  to  damp 
it  5  or,,  perhaps,  that  we  defer  from  time  to  time 
E  e  3.  viewing,. 
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viewing,  what  we  know  we  have  an  opportunity 
of  feeing  when  we  pleaie.  Whatever  the  rea- 
fon  be,  it  is  certain  there  are  feveral  rarities  in 
and  near  Rome,,  which  we  have  not  only  never 
feen,  but  even  never  io  much  as  heard  of :  and 
yet  if  they  had  been  the  produce  of  Greece, 
or  Egypt,  or  Alia,  or  any  other  country  which 
we  admire  as  fruitful  in  wonders,  they  would 
long  fince  have  been  the  1-ubjedt  both  of  our  con- 
verfation  and  infpe&ion.  For  myLlf  at  leaf!,.  I 
confefs,  I  have  lately  been  entertained  with  one 
of  thefe  c aridities,  to-  which  I  was  an  entire 
ftranger  before.  My  wife’s  grandfather  defired 
1  would  look  upon  his  eftate  near  Ameria.  As 
I  was  walking  over  his  grounds,  I  was  fhewn  a 
lake  that  lies  below  them,  called  V adimon,  which 
I  was  informed  had  feveral  very  extraordinary 
qualities  attending  it.  This  raifed  my  curiofity. 
to  take  a  nearer  view.  It  is  formed  exa&ly  cir¬ 
cular  ;  there  is  not- the  lealt  obliquity  or  wind¬ 
ing,  but  all  is-  regular,  and  even  as  if  it  had  been 
hollowed  and  cut  out  by  the  hand  of  art.  The 
colour  of  its  water  is  clearer  than  that  of  the  fea, 
though  of  a  deeper  green ;  it  feems  by  its  tafte 
and  fmell  impregnated  with  fulphur,  and  is  efteem- 
ed  of  great  efficacy  in  all  fractures  of  the  limbs, 
which  it  is  fuppofed  to  confolidate.  Though 
it  is  but  of  a  moderate  extent,  yet  the  winds  have 
a  great  efte£t  upon  it,  throwing  it  into  violent 
commotions.  No  veflels  are  fuffered  to  fail  here, 
as  its  waters  are  held  lacred;  but  feveral  floating  * 
iflands  fwim  about  it,  covered  with  reeds  and 
rufhes,  and  whatever  other  plants  the  neigh¬ 
bouring 

*  The  credit  of  this  account  does  not  reft  entirely 
upon  our  author  :  Pliny  the  elder  mentions  thefe 
.floating  iflands,  [1.  z.  95.],  and  fo  does  Seneca,  who 
accounts  for  them  upon  philofophical  principles. 
£Q^N.  1.  3.  25.].  Varenius  fays,  that  in  Honduras,  a 
province 
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bouring  marfli  and  the  borders  of  the  lake  pro¬ 
duce.  Thefe  iflands  differ  in  their  fize  and  fhape  ; 
but  the  edges  of  all  of  them  are  worn  away  by 
their  frequent  collifion  againft  the  fhore  and  one 
another.  They  have  equally  the  fame  height 
and  motion  ;  as  their  refpedtive  roofs,  which  are 
formed  like  the  keel  of  a  boat,  may  be  feen  hang¬ 
ing  down  in  the  water,  on  whichever  fide  you 
Hand.  Sometimes  they  move  in  a  duller,  and 
feem  to  form  one  entire  little  continent ;  fbmc- 
times  they  are  difperfed  into  different  quarters  by 
the  winds ;  at  other  times,  when  it  is  calm,  they 
float  up  and’  down  feparately.  You  may  fre¬ 
quently  lee  one  of  the  larger  iflands  failing  a- 
lbng  with  a  lefler  joined  to  it,  like  a  (hip  with 
its  longboat :  or  perhaps,  feeming  to  ftrive.  which 
lhall  OHtfwim  the  other :  then  again  they  all 
affemble  in  one  ftation,  and  by  joining  them- 
lelves  to  the  fhore,  fometimes  on  one  fide  and 
fometimes  on  the  other,  make  the  lake  appear 
confiderably  lefs,  till  at  laft  uniting  in  the  cen¬ 
tre  they  reftore  it  to  its  ufual  fize.  The  fheep 
which  graze  upon  the  borders  of  this  lake,  fre¬ 
quently  go  upon  thefe  iflands  to  feed,  without 
perceiving  that  they  have  left  the  fhore,  till  they 
are  alarmed  by  finding  themfelves  furrounded 
with  water;  and  in  the  fame  manner  when  the 
wind  drives  them  back  ag;  in,  they  return  with¬ 
out  being  fenfible  that  they  are  landed.  This 
lake  empties  itfelf  into  a  river,  which  after  run¬ 
ning  a  little  way  finks  under  ground,  and  if  any 


province  in  Amerca,  there  is  a  lake  in  which  are  fe- 
veral  little  hills  planted  with  fhrubs,  &c.  tolTed  up 
and  down  by  the  winds.  And  he  quotes  Boethius 
the  Scotch  hiftorian,  who  affirms  that  in  a  large  loch, 
caller1  Lomond  Locb,  in  Scotland,  there  is  a  floating 
ifland,  upon  which  cattle  graze.  See  Varen.  Geogr. 
vol.  i.  p.  412. 

thing 
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thing  is  thrown  in,  brings  it  up  again  where  the 
(bream  emerges.  — I  have  given  you  this  account, 
becaufe  I  imagined  it  would  not  be  lefs  new,  nor 
Jefs  agreeable  to  you  than  it  was  to  me  ;  as  I 
know  you  take  the  fame  plealiire  as  myfelf,  in 
contemplating  the  works  of  nature.  Farewell. 

Epi/i.  XXI.  Pliny  to  Arrianus. 

AS  in  life,  fo  in  ftudies,  according  to  my  opi¬ 
nion,  nothing  is  more  amiable,  and  more 
agreeable  to  fociety,  than  to  temper  gravity  with 
gaiety,  left  the  former  (hould  degenerate  into 
auftcienefs,  and  the  latter  run  up  into  levity. 
Upon  this  maxim  it  is,  that  l  diverfify  my  more 
ferious  works  with  compofuions  of  a  lighter  na¬ 
ture.  I  had  chofen  a  convenient  place  and  iea- 
fon  for  fome  productions  of  that  fort  to  make 
their  appearance  in  ;  and  dcftgning  to  accuftom 
them  early  to  the  tables  of  the  idle,  I  fixed  upon 
the  month  of  July,  when  the  courts  ofjuftice  are 
as  ufuallylhut  up,  in  order  to  read  them  to  fome 
of  my  friends  at  (upper ;  and  accordingly  I  placed 
a  delk  before  each  of  my  guefts.  But  as  I  hap¬ 
pened  that  morning  to  be  unexpectedly  called  a- 
way  to  attend  a  caufe,  I  took  occafion  to  preface 
my  recital  with  an  apology.  I  entreated  my  au¬ 
dience  not  to  impute  it  to  me  as  any  want 
of  due  regard  for  the  bufinefs  to  winch  I  had 
invited  them,  that  on  the  veiy  day  I  had  appropri¬ 
ated  to  read  my  performances  to  fome  of  my 
friends,  (though  indeed  but  few),  I  d'd  not  ab- 
ftain  from  ferving  others  in  the  affairs  of  the  bar. 
I  allured  them  I  would  •  blcrve  the  lame  rule  in 
my  writings,  and  (hould  always  give  the  prefe¬ 
rence  to  points  of  importance,  before  thofe  of  en¬ 
tertainment  ;  to  fcrLus  fubjedls,  before  gay  ones  ; 
and  to  my  friends,  before  myielf.  The  poems  I 
recited  conftfted  of  a  variety  of  fubjedts,  in  dif- 
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ft: rent  meafurcs.  It  is  by  i'uc'n  arts  as  the'e,  we 
v.ho  dare  not  rely  upon  the  (ingle  force  of  our 
genius,  endeavour  to  avoid  giving  our  readers  a 
fatiety.  In  compliance  with  the  earned:  folicita- 
tion  of  my  audience,  1  recited  for  two  days  iuc- 
cetTively  ;  but  not  in  the  manner  that  (e  viral  prac- 
tif’e,  by  puffing  over  the  Ids  (hilling  paflages, 
and  making  a  merit  of  fo  doing  :  on  che  contra¬ 
ry,  I  omitted  nothing,  and  treily  owned  that  I 
did  not.  I  read  the  whole,  that  l  mignt  correfb 
the  whole ;  which  it  is  impoflible  thofc  who 
only  feledl  particular  paflages,  fnould  do.  The 
latter  method,  indeed,  may  have  the  more  ap¬ 
pearance  of  modefty,  and  perhaps  refpedt ;  but 
the  former  (hews  greater  (implicit)',  as  well  as 
more  affedfion  towards  the  audience.  For  the 
belief  that  a  man’s  friends  have  fo  much  regard 
to  him,  as  not  to  be  weary  upon  thefe  occaficns, 
is  a  fure  indication  of  his  own  love  for  them. 
To  fay  the  truth,  one  has  little  obligation  to  an 
audience,  if  they  afiemble  merely  with  a  view  to 
their  own  entertainment.  He  who  had  rather 
find  his  friend’s  performance  coriedl,  than  make 
it  fo,  is  to  be  confidcred  as  a  fl  ranger,  or  one 
who  is  too  indolent  to  give  himfelf  any  trouble. 
Your  afFedtion  for  me  l-aves  me  no  room  to 
doubt,  that  you  are  impatient  to  read  my  book  ; 
which  is  yet  however  not  ripe  for  your  peruf.il. 
You  (hall  do  fo,  when  l  have  corridbd  it ;  which 
was  indeed  the  defign  of  n,y  recital.  You  are 
already  acquainted  with  fame  parts  of  it ;  but  e- 
ven  thole,  after  they  have  been  pcdilhed,  (or  per¬ 
haps  Ip  tiled,  as  is  (ometimes  the  cafe  by  too  fre¬ 
quent  cortcctions),  will  Lena  new  to  you.  For 
when  a  compofition  has  undergone  various  dinn¬ 
er,  s,  it  contracts  an  air  of  novelty  even  in  thefe 
.parts  which  remain  unaltered.  Farewell. 

F.pyh 
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Epiji.  XXIL  Pliny  to  Geminius. 

DID  you  never  obferve  a  certain  fet  of  people, 
who  though  they  are  themfelves  flaves  to 
every  vice,  fhew  a  kind  of  malicious  refentment 
againft  the  errors  of  others  ;  and  are  moll  fevers 
upon  tbofe  whom  they  moft  refemble  ?  yet,  fure- 
ly»  a  lenity  of  difpofition,  even  in  perfons  who 
have  the  leaft  occafton  for  clemency  themfelves, 
is  of  all  other  virtues  the  moft  becoming.  The 
higheft  of  all  characters,  in  my  eftimation, 
is  his,  who  is  ready  to  pardon  the  errors  of  man¬ 
kind,  as  if  he  were  every  day  guilty  of  fome  him- 
fclf ;  and  at  the  fame  time  as  cautious  of  com¬ 
mitting  a  fault,  as  if  he  never  forgave  one.  It  is 
a  rule  then  which  we  Ihould  upon  all  occafions, 
both  private  and  public,  moft  religioufly  obferve, 
44  to  be  inexorahleto  our  own  failings,  while  we 
44  treat  thole  of  the  reft  of  the  world  with  ten- 
44  derneft,  not  excepting  even  £uch  as  forgive  none 
44  but  themfelves remembering  always  what 
the  humane,  and,  therefore,  as  well  as  upon  o- 
ther  accounts,  the  great  Thrafea  ufed  frequently 
to  lay  :  *  He  who  hates  vice ,  hates  mankind.  You 

•  The  meaning  of  this  maxim  feems  to  be,  that, 
as  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  feparate  the  aflion  from 
the  man,  we  (hould  not  fuffer  the  errors  of  the  world 
to  raife  in  us  that  acrimony  of  indignation,  which  if 
well  examined,  perhaps,  will  be  oftener  found  to 
proceed  from  fome  fecret  principle  of  malice,  than  a 
juft  abhorrence  of  vice;  S alius  eft  (as  Seneca  ob¬ 
serves)  public  cs  mores  et  bumana  r vitia ,  placide  acci - 
fere  ;  a  general  philanthropy  and  univerfal  benevo¬ 
lence  being  the  moft  genuine  marks,  by  which  vir¬ 
tue  diftinguiflies  thofe  who  are  truly  in  her  intereft. 
If  this  fenfe  is  admitted,  there  will  be  no  need  to 
fuppofe  (as  fome  of  the  commentators  have)  that 
any  miftake  is  crept  into  the  text. 
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will  alk  me,  perhaps,  who  it  is  that  has.  given 
occafion  to  chefe  reflexions  ?  You  muft  know  a 
certain  perfon  lately  —  but  of  that  when  we 
meet  —  though,  upon  fecond  thoughts,  not  even 
then,  left  whilft  I  condemn  and  expofe  his  con- 
duX,  I  fhould  aX  counter  to  that  maxim  I  par¬ 
ticularly  recommend.  Whoever  therefore,  and 
whatever  he  is,  fhall  remain  in  filence :  for 
though  there  may  be  fomc  ufe,  perhaps,  in  let¬ 
ting  a  mark  upon  the  man,  for  the  fake  of  ex¬ 
ample  ;  there  will  be  more,  however,  in  fparing 
him,  for  the  fake  of  humanity.  Farewell. 

Epijl.  XXIII.  Pliny  to  Marcellinus. 

MY  extreme  grief  for  the  death  of  Junius 
Avitus,  has  rendered  me  incapable  of  bu- 
ftudy,  or  aniufcment.  He  was  invefted 
with  the  laticlave  in  my  houfe  ;  as  in  all  the  ho¬ 
nours  he  folicited,  he  was  conllantly  aflifted  by 
my  intereft.  I  will  add  too,  his  affeXion  and 
efteem  for  me  were  fo  great,  that  he  formed  his 
manners,  and  regulated  his  conduX  by  my  gui¬ 
dance  and  direXion  :  a  difpofition  extremely  un¬ 
common  in  the  youth  of  this  age ;  for  who  a- 
mong  them  will  deign  to  fubmit  to  the  expe¬ 
rience  and  authority  of  their  fuperiors  l  They 
think  themfelves  at  once  in  full  pofleflion  of  all 
wifdom  and  knowledge;  and  without  revering  or 
imitating  the  virtues  of  any,  imagine  they  are  a 
fufficient  example  to  themlelves.  But  Avitus 
was  of  a  far  different  turn  ;  he  fhewed  his  wif¬ 
dom,  in  believing  there  were  fbme  who  had 
more.;  and  difeovered  his  knowledge,  in  his  de¬ 
fire  to  learn.  He  was  ever  confulting  his  friends 
upon  fome  point  relating  to  his  ftudies,  or  his 
conduX;  and  he  always  returned  from  them 
with  advantage,  either  by  the  advice  he  received, 
or  the  difpofition  he  Ihewed.  With  what  reipeX 
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did  he  treat  Setvianus,  one  of  the  moft  accom- 
plifhed  men  of  the  age?  Avitus  knew  how  to 
value  fuch  uncommon  merit,  as  well  as  to  endear 
himfelf  to  him  in  his  turn.  Accordingly  when 
Servianus  went  lieutenant  from  Germany  into 
Pannonia,  he  attended  him  as  tribune  ;  not  lb 
much  in  the  character  of  his  fellow- officer,  as  of 
his  friend  and  admirer.  With  what  care  and  in¬ 
tegrity  did  he  execute  the  office  of  qureftor  under 
fcveral  confuls,  who  all  efteemed  him,  not  only 
as  an  ufeful  and  experienced  officer,  but  as  a 
pleating  and  agreeable  companion  ?  With  what 
indultry  and  application  did  he  folicit  this  very 
acdilefhip,  from  the'  enjoyment  of  which  he  is 
now  prematurely  fnatched  ?  a  reflection  that 
gives  a  peculiar  poignancy  to  my  affiidtion  for  the 
lofs  of  him.  His  unavailing  labours,  his  fruit- 
lefs  folicitations,  and  the  honour  which  he  me¬ 
rited  only,  not  enjoyed,  are  for  ever  in  my 
thoughts.  The  circumftance  of  his  having  firll 
put  on  the  laticl.ive  under  my  roof ;  the  firil  and 
the  laft  fuffrage  I  ever  gave  him  ;  the  converfa- 
tions  we  have  had,  and  the  confutations  we 
have  held,  all  return  frefh  upon  my  mind.  I 
am  ftruck  with  the  molt  tender  forrow  when  I 
confider  his  youth,  and  reflect  upon  the  ii  repa¬ 
rable  lofs  his  family  has  fuftained  ;  an  aged  parent, 
a  young  wife  to  whom  he  had  not  been  married 
much  above  a  year;  an  infant  daughter  juft 
born  ;  fo  many  pleafing  hopes,  fo  many  tender 
joysy>ait  rtfc.ved  and  deitroyed  in  one  day! 
When  he  was  juft  elc&ed  sedile;  when  he  was 
lately  commenced  a  bridegroom  ;  when  he  was 
newly  made  a  father,  he  was  taken  from  the 
mi  dll  of  thefe  enjoyments,  and  has  left  behind 
him  an  honour  untalted,  a  mother  i  neon  fo!  able, 
a  widowed  v.  if..-,  and  an  orphan  infant,  who  will 
have  the  misfortune  of  never  having  known  her 
father!  But  what  iucreafes  my  tears  upon  this 
melancholy 
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melancholy  occafion  is,  that  being  abfent  when 
this  accident  happened,  I  never  knew  of  his  fuk- 
nefs,  till  I  heard  of  his  death,  and  had  no  time  to 
prepare  myfelf  lor  this  cruel  ftroke,  by  previoufly 
apprehending  it  !  —  Such  is  the  prelent  diftrefs 
of  my  mind  I  —  You  mull  not  wonder  then  that 
it  is  the  whole  fubjeft  of  my  letter  ;  for  1  am  not 
able  at  prefent  to  think  or  talk  of  any  thing  elfe. 
Farewell. 


EpiJI.  XXIV.  Pliny  to  Maximus. 

THE  affection  I  profefs  to  have  for  you,  ob¬ 
liges  me,  not  indeed  to  dire<St  you,  (for 
you  are  far  above  the  want  of  a  guide),  but  to 
remind  you,  however,  of  what  you  already 
know,  and  to  admonilli  you  carefully  to  oofervu 
and  refolutely  put  in  practice ;  that  is,  in  other 
words,  to  know  it  to  all  the  more  ufeful  pui  po- 
ies  of  knowledge.  You  will  confider  yourfclf  as 
fent  to  that  noble  province,  Achaia,  the  real  and 
genuine  Greece,  where  politenefs,  learning,  and 
even  agriculture  itfelf,  are  fuppofed  to  have  ta¬ 
ken  their  firft  rife  ;  2s  fent  to  govern  a  ftate  com- 
pofed  of  free  ci.ies  ;  that  is,  to  a  lociety  of  men 
who  breathe  the  fpirit  of  true  manhood  and  liber¬ 
ty  *  ;  who  maintained  the  right  they  received 
from 


*  It  is  remarkable,  that  cv-n  after  Greece  was  ab¬ 
sorbed  in  the  Roman  empire,  and  became  a  pro¬ 
vince  to  it  under  the  name  of  Achaia,  it  did  not  lofe, 
with  its  power  and  fovereignty,  that  lively  fenfe  and 
love  of  liberty,  which  was  the  peculiar  chai  after  of 
that  people,  amungft  whom  the  aits  were  produced 
arid  brought  to  perfection.  The  Romans,  when 
they  had  fubdued  Greece,  left  that  generous,  brave, 
polite  people,  in  potTeffion  of  many  of  ihcir  rights 
and  privileges.  And  they  maintained  furh  an  ardent 
zeal  tor  liberty,  that,  to  name  no  ether  inlkinces  of 

Vcl.IL  *  F  i  it, 
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from  nature,  by  courage,  by  virtue,  by  allian¬ 
ces  ;  in  a  word,  by  civil  and  religious  faith. 
You  will  revere  the  gods  and  heroes  their  found¬ 
ers  ;  you  will  rcfpedt  their  ancient  glory,  and  e- 
ven  their  very  age,  which  as  it  is  v  nerable  in 
men,  in  ftat.s  it  is  facred.  You  will  honour 
them  therefore  for  their  antiquity,  and  for  thofe 


it,  when  the  civil  wars  happened  in  Italy,  the  Athe¬ 
nians  very  warmlv  elpouied  the  party  of  Pompey, 
v.  ho  fought  for  the  republic  :  and  after  Casfar  was 
killed,  they  erefted  itatues  in  honour  of  Brutus  and 
Cafiius,  near  to  thofe  of  Hermodius  and  Ariftogiton, 
their  ancient  deliverers.  It  was  hence  Greece,  A- 
thens  in  particular,  after  it  was  very  much  fallen  and 
degenerated,  continued  Hill  to  be  the  metropolis  of 
fciences,  the  fchool  of  all  the  fine  arts,  the  ltandard 
and  centre  of  good  tatte  in  all  works  of  genius,  to 
Cicero’s  time,  and  long  afterwards  ;  infomuch  that 
Rome  fer.t  its  moft  illultrious  youth  to  be  perfected 
therein  polite  literature,  eloquence,  philofophy,  and 
all  the  ingenious  arts  and  fciences ;  and  the  empe¬ 
rors  \\  ho  loved  learning,  if  they  could  not  go  to 
G  rcece  and  become  fchol3rs  there,  as  fome  of  them 
did,  brought  Greece  to  them  by  inviting  and  recei¬ 
ve  ng  into  their  palaces  its  moft  celebrated  profelTors 
and  artifts,  and  even  intruding  the  education  of  their 
children  with  Greek  mailers.  Now,  their  continuing 
to  excel  in  the  arts  and  fciences,  to  what  elfe  can  it 
be  attributed,  but  to  this,  that  with  fome  fmall  re¬ 
mains  of  liberty  they  retained  the  Ipirit  of  liberty,  the 
love  of  it,  and  zeal  for  it  ?  It  was  indeed  in  confe- 
qutnee  of  this  alone,  that  they  maintained,  in  fome 
degree,  even  till  Italy  was  quite  over-run  with  bar- 
barifm,  a  fovereignty  the  Romans  could  not  take 
from  them  ;  a  fovereignty  in  fcience,  arts,  and  good 
tafle.  It  is  impofSLle  to  account  for  it  in  any  other 
way  :  they  preferved  the  arts  in  a  very  great  degree, 
becaufe  they  retained  the  fpirit  of  liberty  in  a  very 
extraordinary  one:  Turnbull  on  ancient  painting. 
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famous  deeds  which  are  truly,  nay  for  thole 
which  are  fabuloufly  recorded  of  them.  You 
will  indulge  the  n  in  the  full  exercileof  their  dig¬ 
nity,  their  privileges,  and  even  their  very  vani¬ 
ty.  Remember  it  was  from  this  nation  we  de¬ 
rived  our  *  laws  ;  that  Ihe  did  not  receive  ours 
by  conquell,  but  gave  us  hers  by  favour.  Re 
member  it  is  Athens  that  you  approach  ;  it  is 
Lacedtemon  you  govern  ;  and  to  deprive  fuch  a 
glorious  people  of  the  declining  lhadow,  the  re¬ 
maining  name  of  liberty,  would  be  a  hardfnip, 
would  be  even  a  barbarity  of  the  fevereft  kind. 
Phyftcians,  you  lee,  though  with  refpedt  to  dil- 
eafes  there  is  no  difference  be. ween  freedom  anJ 
flavery,  yet  treat  perfons  of  the  former  rank 
with  more  tendernefs,  than  thofe  of  the  latter. 
Reflect  on  the  noble  figure  thefe  cities  once 
made  ;  but  fo  reflect,  as  not  to  delpife  them  for 
what  they  now  are.  Far  be  pride  and'  afperity 
from  my  friend  ;  nor  fear,. by  a  proper  condefcen- 
fion,  to  lay  yourfelf  open  to  contempt;  Can  he 
who  is  veiled  with  the  power  and  bears  the  en- 
figns  of  authority,  can  he  fail  of  meeting  with 
refpedt,  unlefs  by  purfuing  bafe  and  fordid  mea- 
fures,  and  firll  breaking  through  that  awful  re¬ 
verence  he  owes  to  himf.lf  ?  Ill,  believe  me,  is 


*  About  the  year  of  Rome  300,  that  is,  452  years 
before  Chrift,  ambafladors  were  lent  into  Greece,  to 
mdke  a  collection  of  fuch  laws  and  cuftoms  as  the 
wifdom  of  that  polite  people  had  eflablilhed,  parti¬ 
cularly  the  famous  ones  of  Solon.  At  their  return, 
thefe  laws  were  approved  and  confirmed,  and,  toge¬ 
ther  with  fome  additional  ones,  were  engraven  on 
ten  tables  of  brafs.  Two  other  tables  of  laws  were 
foon  afterwards  added  to  thefe,  which,  together  with 
the  former,  went  by  the  name  of  the  twelve  table s, 
and  were  looked  upon  as  the  fountain  of  ulldaw,  pu¬ 
blic  and  private.  Li~u.  1.  3.  31.  Fer.-icre  hijl.  dcs 
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power  experienced  by  injuries;  ill  can  terror 
command  veneration,  and  far  more  prevalent  is 
affection  in  obtaining  one’s  defires,  than  fear. 
For  terror  operates  no  longer  than  its  objedt  is 
ptefent,  but  love  produces  its  effetfts  at  a  diftance; 
and  as  abfencc  changes  the  former  into  hatred,  it 
raifes  the  other  into  refpedt.  It  behoves  you 
therefore,  (and  I  cannot  but  repeat  it  again),  it 
behoves  you  thoroughly  to  conlider  the  end  of 
your  office,  and  to  reprefent  to  yourlelf  how  great 
and  important  the  tafk  is  of  governing  a  free 
Hate.  For  what  is  more  becoming  to  human  na¬ 
ture  than  well-ordered  government,  or  more  va¬ 
luable  than  liberty  !  How  ignominious  then  muft 
his  conduift  be,  who  turns  the  firft  into  confu- 
fion,  and  the  latter  into  flavery  ?  To  thefe  confi- 
rations  let  me  add,  that  you  have  an  eftablifhed 
reputation  to  maintain  :  the  fame  you  acquired 
by  the  adminiftration  of  the  queftorlhip  in  *  Bi- 
thynia,  the  good  opinion  of  the  emperor,  the 
credit  you  obtained  when  you  were  tribune  and 
prsetor,  in  a  word,  this  very  government,  which 
may  be  looked  upon  as  the  reward  of  your  former 
fervices,  are  all  fo  many  glorious  weights  which 
are  incumbent  upon  you  to  fupport.  So  much  the 
more  therefore  ought  you  to  endeavour  that  it 
may  not  be  faid,  you  {hewed  greater  humanity, 
integrity,  and  ability  in  a  province  remote  from 
Rome,  than  in  one  which  lies  nearer  to  it ;  in  the 
midft  of  a  nation  of  flaves,  than  among  a  free 
people  ;  that  it  may  not  be  faid,  it  was  chance, 
and  not  judgment,  appointed  you  to  this  office  ; 
that  your  character  was  unknown  and  unexperi¬ 
enced,  not  tried  and  approved.  For  (and  it  is  a 
maxim  which  your  reading  and  converfation 
muft  have  often  fuggefted  to  you)  it  is  far  worfe 
to  lofe  the  fame  one  has  acquired,  than  never  to 
have  attained  it.  I  again  beg  you  would  be  per- 
*  A  province  in  Anatolia,  or  Afia  the  Lefs. 

-  fuaded. 
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fuaded,  that  I  did  not  write  this  letter  with  a  ae- 
fign  to  inftrucb,  but  to  remind  you.  Though 
indeed  if  I  had,  it  would  have  only  been  in  cen- 
fequence  of  my  affefHon  for  you  :  a  point  which 
1  am  in  no  apprehenlion  of  carrying  beyond  its 
juft  limits  ;  for  there  cannot  be  any  danger  of  ex- 
cefs  where  we  ought  to  advance  as  far  as  poffible. 
Farewell. 


BOOK  IX. 

Epi/i.  I.  Puny  to  Maximus. 

I  Have  often  advifed  you  to  publilh,  with  a-, 
much  expedition  as  pofliblr,  what  you  have 
written  either  in  defence  of  youricif,  or  a- 
gaitiS  Planta ;  or  rather  indeed  (as  the  circum- 
it. incus  of  the  cafe  demanded)  what  you  drew  up 
with  both  thole  views:  but  I  particularly  prefs 
this  advice  upon  you  now'  that  I  hear  he  is  dead. 
For  though  you  read  this  piece  to  fc-veral  of  your 
li  iends,  and  put  it  into  the  hands  of  others,  yet 
1  fhould  regret  extremely,  that  the  world  fhould 
lufpeft  you  only  beg.m  afier  his  death,  what  it 
is  moft  certain  you  had  finifhed  during  his  life. 
Let  not  the  ch  a  rafter  my  friend  has  acquired  of 
firmnefs  and  refolution  be  called  in  queftion.  And 
it  will  not,  when  both  the  candid  and  the  mali¬ 
cious  world  fhall  know,  that  the  death  of  your 
adverlary  did  not  give  you  the  confidence  of  com- 
p oh ng,  but  only  anticipated  the  opportunity  of 
publilhing  this  piece.  And  thus  you  will  a- 
Void  the  imputation, 

T'Vith  impious  joy  to  triumph  oe’r  the  dead  *  : 

For  what  you  wrote  and  actually  recited  when 
he  was  yet  alive,  will  be  confidered  as  publifhed 
*  Horn.  Od.  lib.  22. 

F  f  3  fo 
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fo  too,  provided  you  publilh  it  foon.  If  there¬ 
fore  you  have  any  other  work  upon  your  hands,, 
let  me  entreat  you  to  lay  it  afide,  and  give  your 
Iaft  finifhing  touches  to  this  performance.  It 
feemed  to  me  indeed,  when  I  formerly  read  it, 
to  want  no  improvements  ;  and  fo  it  ought  now 
to  feem  to  you,  as  neither  the  thing  itfelf  re¬ 
quires,  nor  the  time  will  admit  of  any  farther  de¬ 
lay.  Farewell. 

Epijl.  II.  Pl'iNY  to  Saeinus. 

YOU  oblige  me  extremely,  in  defiring  that  I 
would  write  to  you  very  frequent  and  very 
long  letters.  If  I  have  forborn  to  do  fo,  it  is 
partly  in  confideration  of  the  important  affairs  in 
which  you  are  employed  ;  and  partly  from  fome 
very  cold  and  uninterefting  engagements  of  my 
own,  which  diilipate  my  thoughts,  and  at  the 
lame  time  damp  my  imagination.  Befides,  I  have 
not  a  fufficient  fupply  of  matter  for  frequent  let¬ 
ters  ;  and  am  by  no  means  in  the  fame  fituation 
that  Tully  was,  whom  you  point  out  to  me  as 
an  example.  He  not  only  poflefled  a  moft  en¬ 
larged  genius,  but  the  circumftances  of  the  times 
wherein  he  lived,  furnilhed  him  with  a  variety 
of  noble  occafions  of  exercifing  it.  As  for  my- 
fel f,  you  know  (without  my  telling  you)  to 
what  narrow  limits  I  am  confined,  unlefs  my  let¬ 
ters  were  to  turn  upon  the  fictitious  and  pedantic 
topics  of  the  fchools.  But  when  I  confider  you 
in  the  midft  of  arms  and  incampments,  inflamed 
with  martial  mufic,.  or  fatigued  with  toil  and 
heat,  how  abfurd  would  it  be  to  talk  to  you  up¬ 
on  fuch  fubjtdts  ?  This  is  my  apology,  and  I 
think  a  reafonable  one ;  however,  I  almoft  wifh 
you  would  not  accept  it :  for  to  reject  the  excu¬ 
ses  of  a  friend  upon  fuch  an  occafion,  be  they  e- 
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ver  fo  juft,  is  an  evident  proof  of  a  warm  affec¬ 
tion.  Farewell. 

Epijl.  III.  Pliny  to  Paulinus. 

T  Ilough  mankind  differ  in  their  notions  of 
happinefs  ;  yet  in  my  opinion  it-  conftfts  in 
the  anticipation  of  an  honeft  fame,  and  the  con-- 
fcious  fecuritv  of  making  a  glorious  figure  in  the 
eyes  of  pofterity.  I  confefs,  if  I  had  not  the  re¬ 
ward  of  an  immortal  reputation  in  view,  I  fhould 
prefer  a  life  of  uninterrupted  cafe  and  retire¬ 
ment,  to  any’  other.  1'nere  fem  to  be  but  two 
points  worthy  our  attention  either  the  endlcfs 
duration  of  fame,  or  the  fhort  extent  of  life. 
Thofe  who  are.  governed  by  the  former  confide- 
ration,  muff  puii'ue  it  with  the  full  exertion  of 
the  moft  laborious  efforts ;  while  fuch  as  arc  in¬ 
fluenced  by  the  latter  fhould  quietly  refxgn  them- 
feh  es  to  repofe,  nor  wear  out  a  fhort  life  in  pe<- 
rifhable  purfuits  :  as  fome,  we  may  obferve,  do, 
and  then  fink  at  laft  into  contempt,  in  the  midft 
of  a  wretched  and  fruitlefs  courfe  of  falfe  indur 
ftry.  Thefe  are  my  daily  reflexions,  which  I 
communicate  to  you,  in  order  to  renounce  them, 
if  you  do  not  join  with  me  in  the  fame  fenti- 
ments;  as  undoubtedly  you  will,  who  are  for  ever 
meditating  fome  glorious  and  immortal  enterpriie. 
Farewell. 

Epijl.  IV.  Pliny  to  Macrinus. 

I  Should  be  under  appreher.fions  you  would 
think  the  oration  which  you  receive  with 
this  letter,  immoderately  long,  but  that  it  is  of 
fuch  a  nature  as  to  require  feveral  breaks  ;  and 
as  it  confiffs  of  different  charges,  has  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  fo  many  diftinX  fpceclies.  Where- 
ever  therefore  you  begin  or  end,  you  1  ray  con- 
fider  what  follows,  either  as  connected  with  what 
went 
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went  before,  or 

making  of  itfelf  a  ne' 

w  fubjedd ; 

fo  that  yo 

u  may 

look,  upon  ic  as  very 

long  upon 

the  whol 

e,  and 

yet  as  extremely  fhort  with  re¬ 

fpeift  to  ii 

ts  parti 

gular  parts.  Farewell. 

Eplji. 

V.  Pliny  to  Tint 

3. 

vou 

dt-fen 

re  the  higheft  applau 

fes  for  the 

JL  mi 

ldnefs 

with  which,  as  I  arr 

i  informed. 

(and  I  m 

ake  very  ftridt  inquiry),  you 

:  adminifter 

juftice  in 

your 

province  ;  one  princ 

ipal  branch 

cf  which 

diftinguifh  merit  in  ev 

ery  degree. 

and  fo  to 

*  gain  i 

the  love  of  the  lower 

rank,  as  to 

preferve 

at  the 

fame  time  the  affect  it 

in  of  their 

fuperiors. 

But 

it  is  an  error  many 

have  fallen 

into,  that  while  they  endeavour  to  avoid  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  favouring  the  great,  they  run  into 
tiie  contrary  extreme,  and  gain  the  character  of 
adding  with  ill  manners,  or  ill  nature.  A  mif- 
take  this,  which  you  are  far  from  committing, 
I  well  know  :  however,  I  cannot  forbear  throw¬ 
ing  in  a  caution  with  my  applaufe,  and  recom¬ 
mending  it  to  you,  to  condutft  yourfelf  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  to  keep  up  the  diftin&ion  of  rank  and 
dignity.  For  to  level  and  confound  the  different 
orders  of  mankind,  is  far  from  producing  an 
equality  among  them  ;  it  is,  in  truth,  the  moft 
unequal  thing  imaginable.  Farewell. 

Epift.  VI.  Pliny  to  Calvisius. 

I  Have  fpent  thefe  feveral  days  paft  in  my  ftudy 
with  the  moft  pleafing  tranqui.lity  imagi¬ 
nable.  You  will  afk  how  that  can  poffibly  be 
in  the.  midft  of  Rome  ?  It  was  the  time  of  cele¬ 
brating  the  *  Circenfian  games  ;  an  entertain- 


*  Thefe  games  were  originally  of  Grecian  extrac¬ 
tion,  but  firlt  introduced  among  the  Romans  by  Ro¬ 
mulus, 
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ment  for  which  I  have  not  the  leaft  tafte.  They 
have  no  novelty,  no  variety  to  recommend  them, 
nothing,  in  lhort,  one  would  wifh  to  fee  twice. 
It  is  the  more  furprifing  therefore,  that  fo  many 
thoufand  people  fiioufd  be  poflelled  with  the 
childifh  pallion  of  defiring  often  to  fee  a  parcel 
of  horfes  gallop,  and  men  Handing  upright  in 
their  chariots.  If  indeed  it  were  the  fwiftnels 
of  the  horfes,  or  the  {kill  of  the  men  that  attract¬ 
ed  them,  there  might  be  fome  little  pretence  of 
reafon  on  their  fide.  But  it  is  the  drefs  they  * 
favour;  it  is  the  drels  that  captivates  them.  And 
if  in  the  midft  of  the  courle  the  different  parties 
were  to  change  habits,  their  different  favourers 
would  change  fides,  and  inftantly  defert  the  very 
fame  men  and  horfes,  whom  theyjuft  before  were 
eagerly  following  with  their  eyes,  as  far  as  they 
could  fee,  and  hallooing  out  their  names  with 
all  the  warmth  of  exclamation.  Such  mighty 
charms,  fuch  wondrous  power  is  there  in  a  vile 
tunic  !  and  this  in  the  fentiments,  not  only  of 
the  vulgar  (more  contemptible  than  the  habit 
they  efpoufe),  but  even  in  the  opinion  of  fome 
grave  perfonages.  When  I  obferve  fuch  men 
thus  infatiably  fond  of  lo  filly,  fo  low,  fo  unin- 
terefting,  fo  common  an  entertainment,  I  congra- 

mulus,  in  order  to  favour  his  defign  of  carrying  off 
the  Sabin  virgins;  they  confilled  of  horfe  and  cha¬ 
riot  races,  &c. 

*  The  performers  at  thefe  games  were  divided  in¬ 
to  companies,  diftinguiftied  by  the  particular  colour 
of  their  habits  ;  the  principal  of  which  were  the 
white,  the  red,  the  blue,  and  the  green.  Accord¬ 
ingly  the  fpediators  favoured  one  or  the  other  colour, 
as  humour  and  caprice  inclined  them.  In  the  reign 
of  Jullinian,  a  tumult  arofe  in  Conftantinople,  occa- 
fioned  merely  by  a  contention  among  the  partifans  of 
thefe  feveral  colours,  wherein  no  lefs  than  30,000 
men  loft  their  lives. 


tulute 
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ttilate  myfelf  that  I  am  inlenfiblc  to  thefe  plea- 
fures  ;  and  am  glad  to  employ  the  leifure  of  this 
l'ealbn  upon  my  books,  which  others  throw  away 
upon  the  moll  idle  employment.  '  Farewell. 

Epijl.  VII.  Pliny  to  Romanus. 

YOU  write  me,  that  you  are  engaged  in  build¬ 
ing,  and  I  am  glad  to  find  you  are  ;  for 
I  may  now  defend  my  own  condudl  by  your  ex¬ 
ample.  I  am  myfelf  employed  in  the  lame  fort 
of  woi  k  :  and  lince  I  have  you,  who  lhall  deny 
I  have  rcafon  on  my  fide  ?  We  are  pretty  much 
agreed  likewife,  I  find,  in  our  fituations  :  and  as 
your  buildings  are  carried  on  upon  the  fea-coaft, 
mine  are  riling  upon  the  fide  of  the  Larian  lake. 
I  have  feveral  villas  upon  the  borders  of  this  lake, 
but  there  are  two  particularly,  in  which  as  I 
take  moft  delight,  fo  they  give  me  moft  employ¬ 
ment.  They  arc  both  fituated  in  the  manner  of 
thofe  at  *  Baipe ;  one  of  them  Hands  upon  a  rock* 
and  has  a  profpedt  of  the  lake  j  the  other  actual¬ 
ly  touches  it.  The  firft,  fupported  as  it  were  by 
the  lofty  f  bulkin,  I  call  my  tragic  5  the  other,  as 
refting 

*  It  was  the  place  the  Romans  chole  for  their  win¬ 
ter-retreat,  and  which  they  frequented  upon  account 
of  its  warm  baths.  Some  few  ruins  of  the  beautiful 
villas  that  once  covered  this  delightful  coaft,  Hill  re¬ 
main  ;  and  nothing  can  give  one  a  higher  idea  of  the 
prodigious  expenfe  and  magnificence  of  the  Romans 
in  their  private  buildings,  than  the  manner  in  which 
fome  of  thefe  were  fituated.  It  appears  from  this 
letter,  as  well  as  from  ftveral  other  pafiages  in  the 
daflic  writers,  that  they  actually  projected  into  the 
fea,  being  ereCted  upon  vail  piles  funk  for  that  par- 
pofe. 

t  The  bulkin  was  a  kind  of  high  Ihoe  worn  upon 
the  llage  by  the  actors  of  tragedy,  in  order  to  give 
them 
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refting  upon  the  humble  lock,  my  comic  villa. 
They  have  both  their  particular  beauties,  which 
recommend  thcmfelves  to  me  fo  much  the 
more,  as  they  are  of  different  kinds.  The  for¬ 
mer  commands  a  wider  profped  of  the  lake  ;  the 
latter  enjoys  a  nearer  view  of  it.  This  by  an 
eafy  bend  embraces  a  little  bay  ;  the  promontory 
upon  which  the  other  Hands,  forms  two.  Here 
you  have  a  ftraight  walk  extending  itfelf  along  the 
banks  of  the  lake.;  there  a  fpacious  terrace  that 
falls  by  a  gentle  defeent  towards  it.  The  for¬ 
mer  does  not  perceive  the  force  of  the  waves 
the  latter  breaks  them  :  from  that  you  fee  the 
fifliing-veifels  below ;  from  this  you  may  fifh 
yourfelf,  and  throw  your  line  out  of  your  cham¬ 
ber,  and  even  as  you  lie  in  bed,  as  out  of  a  boar. 
It  is  the  beauties  therefore  thele  agreeable  villas 
poflefs,  that  tempt  me  to  add  to  them  thole  which 

are  wanting. - But  1  need  not  aflign  a  rea- 

fon  to  you ;  who,  undoubtedly,  will  think  it  a 
i’ulEcient  one  that  I  follow  your  example.  Fare¬ 
well. 

Epiji.  VIII.  Pliny  to  Augurinus. 

AS  I  have  been  praifed  by  you,  Ihould  1  begin 
to  praife  you  in  my  turn,  1  am  afraid  it 
Ihould  feem  1  did  fo,  not  fo  much  to  {hew  my 
judgment,  as  my  gratitude.  Neverthelefs  I  will 
not  fcruple  to  lay,  that  I  think  all  your  produc¬ 
tions  are  beautiful;  efpecially,  no  doubt,  thofe  of 
which  I  am  the  fubje«Sh  And  the  fame  reafon 
will  account  both  for  their  deferving  that  charac¬ 
ter,  and  for  my  thinking  fo :  for  as,  on  the  one 
hand,  you  ever  fucceed  beft  when  friendlhip  in- 

them  a  more  heroical  elevation  of  ftature;  as  the  fock 
was  fomething  between  a  fhoe  and  flocking,  and  ap¬ 
propriated  to  the  comic  piayers. 

fpires 
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fpires  you  ;  fo,  on  the  other,  I  always  admire  moft 
what  flatters  my  felf-lovc.  Farewell. 

Epl/f.  IX.  Pliny  to  Colo. 

I  Greatly  approve  the  generous  grief  you  fhew 
for  the  death  of  Pompeius  Quinctianus,  as  it 
is  a  proof  that  your  affedlion  for  your  departed 
friend,  does  not  terminate  with  his  life.  Far 
different  from  thofe  who  love,  or  rather,  1  fhould 
more  properly  fay,  who  counterfeit  love  to  none 
but  the  living  ;  nor  indeed  even  that  any  long¬ 
er  than  they  are  the  favourites  of  fortune ;  for 
the  unhappy  are  no  more  the  object  of  their 
thoughts,  than  the  dead.  But  your  friendfhip  is 
railed  upon  a  more  lafting  foundation,  and  the 
conftancy  of  your  affedlion  can  only  end  with 
your  life.  Quindtianus,  moft  certainly,  well  de¬ 
served  to  meet  with  that  generous  warmth  from 
his  friends,  of  which  he  was  himfelf  fo  bright  an 
example.  He  loved  them  in  profperity ;  he  pro- 
tedfed  them  in  adverfity  ;  he  lamented  them  in 
death.  How  open  was  his  countenance  !  how 
modeft  his  converfLtion  !  how  equally  did  he 
temper  gravity  with  gaiety  !  how  fond  was  he 
of  learning!  how  judicious  his  fcntimetits  !  how 
dutiful  to  a  father  of  a  ve  ry  different  character  ! 
and  how  did  he  reconcile  his  obedience  to  his 
virtue;  and  continue  a  good  fon,  without  forfeit¬ 
ing  the  title  of  a  good  man  !  —  But  I  muft  not 
fnarpen  your  affliction  by  reminding  you  of  his 
merit  —  yet  1  know  your  affedlion  for  the  memory 
of  this  excellent  youth  is  fuch,  that  you  had 
ra  her  endure  the  pain  of  hearing  him  mention¬ 
ed,  than  fuffer  his  virtues  to  be  pafl'ed  over  in 
filence  ;  efpecially  by  me,  whole  applaufe,  you 
imagine,  will  adorn  his  actions,  extend  his  fame, 
and  reftore  him,  as  it  were,  to  that  life  from  which 
he  is  unhappily  fnatched.  Farewell. 
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Eplji.  X.  Pliny  to  Tacitus  *. 

I  Should  with  great  pleafure  obey  your  aJvice  ; 

but  there  is  luch  a.fcarcitv  of  boars,  that  it 
is  i:n partible  to  reconcile  Minerva  with  Diana, 
who,  you  think,  ought  to  be  worlllipped  together. 

I  muff  content  myfelf  then  with  paying  my  (ingle 
homage  to  the  former;  and  even  that  with  fome 
reftridtion,  as  confidering  the  heats  of  the  feafon, 
and  the  privileged  indolence  of  retirement.  I 
compofed,  indeed,  a  few  trifics  in  my  journey 
hither,  which  are  only  fit  to  be  deftroyed,  as 
they  are  written  with  the  fame  negligence  and 
inattention  that  one  ufually  chats  upon  the  road. 
Since  I  came  to  my  villa,  I  have  made  fome  few 
additions  to  them,  not  finding  myfelf  in  a  humour 
to  turn  my  thoughts  to  things  of  more  confe- 
quence.  Thus  my  poetry,  which  you  imagine 
is  carried  on  with  fo  much  advantage  amidft  the 
frtence  and  folemnity  of  woods  and  groves,  is,  in 
truth,  at  a  Hand.  1  have  alfo  reviled  an  oration 

*  The  learned  Catanarus,  with  fome  other  com¬ 
mentators,  imag’nes  this  letter  does  not  belong  to 
Pliny,  but  is  the  aufiver  cf  Tacitus  to  the  6th  cpiftie 
of  the  firft  book.  He  fupports  this  conjicture,  in¬ 
deed,  by  no  authority  :  only  thinks  it  falls  in  cxafUy 
with  the  letter,  to  which  he  iuppefes  it  an  snlvvcr, 
and  fancies  he  di 'covers  fbmething  in  the  flyie  differ¬ 
ent  from  our  author’s  manner.  Bar,  upon  a  compa¬ 
nion  of  the  two  letters,  there  feems  little  realbn  to 
believe  one  is  a  a  anfwer  to  the  other.  And  as  to 
any  difference  of  ftyle  (if  there  really  be  any),  it 
is  much  too  precarious  an  argument  to  have  any 
weight  in  the  cafe.  The  fappodtion  of  Cafaubon 
feems  mere  probable,  who  thinks  this  epilHe  might 
be  occafioned  by  one  from  Tacitus,  wherein  he  re¬ 
minded  Pliny  of  his  own  advice  to  him,  in  that  letter 
to  which  Cstanrvus  imagines  this  an.ar.lv/er. 

VcL.  11.  G  £ 
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or  two;  though  that  kind  of  work  is  difagreeable 
and  unentertaining  enough,  and  has  a  much 
nearer  affinity  with  ruftic  labours,  than  with 
rural  pleafures.  Farewell. 

Eptjl.  XI.  Pliny  to  Geminus. 

I  Received  your  letter,  which  was  particularly 
agreeable  to  me,  as  it  mentioned  your  defire 
that  I  would  lend  you  fomething  of  mine  to  in- 
fert  in  your  works.  1  Ihall  find  an  occafion  of 
complying  with  your  requeft  more  proper  than 
that  which  you  propole,  the  fubjedt  you  point 
out  to  me  being  attended  with  fome  objections  ; 
and  when  you  confidcr  it  again,  you  will  think 

fo. - As  I  did  not  imagine  there  were  any  book- 

fcllers  at  l.ugdunum,  I  am  fo  much  the  more 
plcafed  to  learn  that  my  works  are  fold  there.  I 
rejoice  to  find  they  maintain  the  character  abroad, 
which  they  railed  at  home ;  and  1  begin  to  flatter 
myfelf  they  have  fome  merit,  fince  perfons  of 
fuch  diftant  countries  are  agreed  in  their  fenti- 
ments  concerning  them.  Farewell. 

Epiji.  XII.  Pliny  to  Junior. 

A  Certain  perfon  lately  corrected  his  fon  with 
great  feverity  before  me,  for  being  fome- 
think  too  profufe  in  the  article  of  dogs  and  horfes. 
“  And  pray,”  faidl  to  him,  when  the  youth  was 
withdrawn,  “  did  you  never  commit  a  fault 
“  yourl'elf  which  deferved  your  father’s  correc- 
“  tion?  Nay,  are  you  not  lometimes  even  now 
«  guilty  of  errors,  which  your  fon,  were  he  in 
“  your  place,  might  with  equal  gravity  reprove  ? 
«  Are  not  all  mankind  fubjedt  to  follies  ?  And 
“  have  we  not  each  of  us  our  particular  foibles  in 
«  v/hich  we  fondly  indulge  ourfelves?” 

The  great  aftedtion  I  have  for  you,  induced 
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me  to  fet  this  inftance  of  unreafbnable  feverity 
before  you,  as  a  caution  not  to  treat  your  foil 
with  too  much  rigour  and  aufterity.  Conti  Jer 
he  is  but  a  boy,  and  that  there  was  a  time  when 
you  were  fo  too.  In  exerting,  therefore,  the 
authority  of  a  father,  remember  always  that  you 
are  a  man,  and  the  parent  of  a  man.  Farewell. 

Epi/i.  XIII.  Pliny  to  Quadratus. 

THE  eagernefs  and  attention  with  which  you 
read  the  vindication  which  I  publilhed  of 
Helvidius*,  has  extremely  railed  your  curiofuy,  it 
feems,  to  be  informed  of  every  circumftance,  either 
mentioned  or  not  mentioned  in  thatdetence  ;  and, 
in  Ihorr,  the  whole  proceedings  in  that  affair,  as 
.you  were  too  young  to  be  prefentyburl'elf  at  that 
tranfa&ion.  When  Domitian-was  killed,  a  glo¬ 
rious  opportunity,  I  thought,  offered  itfeif  to  me 
of  purfuing  the  guilty,  vindicating  the  injured, 
and  advancing  my  own  reputation.  But,  amidft. 
an  infinite  variety  of  the  blackeft  crimes,  none 
appeared  to  me  more  atrocious,  than  that  a  fena- 
tor,  of  prsetorian  dignity,  and  inverted  with  the 
i'acred  character  of  a  judge,  flv>uld,  even  in  the 
ve<y  fenate  itfeif,  lay  violent  hands  upon  a  mem¬ 
ber  t  of  that  auguft  aflembly;  upon  one,  who 
formerly  had  the  honour  of  being  conful,  and 
who  then  flood  arraigned  before  him.  Be- 
itdes  this  general  conftderation,  I  had  likewife  a 
particular  intimacy  with  Helvidius,  as  far  as  it 
was  pollible  to  have  with  one,  who,  fearing  the 
tyranny  of  the  times,  endeavoured  to  veil  the 
*  He  was  accufed  of  treafon,  under  pretence  that 
in  a;dramatic  piece  which  he  compofed,  he  had,  in 
the  charaflers  of  Paris  and  Oenone,  reflefled  upon 
Domitian  for  divorcing  his  wife  Domitia.  Suet.  in. 
vit.  Domit.  c.  to. 
f  Helvidius. 

G  g  2  glory 
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glory  of  his  fame,  and  the  luftre  of  his  virtues, 
in  obfcurity  and  retirement.  Arria  likewile,  and 
her  daughter  Fannia  who  was  mother-in-law  to 
Helvidius,  were  in  the  number  of  my  friends. 
But  it  was  not  lb  much  private  attachments,  as 
.the  honour  of  the  public,  a  juft  indignation  at 
the  adlion,  and  the  danger  of  the  example  if  it 
fhould  pafs  unpunifhed,  that  animated  me  upon 
this  occafion.  At  the  firft  telloration  of  ~  liberty, 
every  man  lingled  out  his  particular  enemy, 
(though  it  muft  be  confeilcd,  thole  only  of  a  low¬ 
er  rank),  and  in  the  midft  of  much  clamour  and 
confufion,  no  fooner  brought  the  charge  than 
procured  the  condemnation.  But  for  myfelf,  ] 
thought  it  would  have  more  the  appearance  of 
moderation  as  well  as  refolution,  not  to  take  ad¬ 
vantage  of  the  general  refentment  of  the  public, 
but  to  crulh  this  criminal  with  the  fingle  weight 
of  his  own  enormous  guilt.  When,  therefore, 
the  firft  heat  of  public  indignation  began  to 
cool,  and  declining  paffion  gave  way  to  juftice, 
though  I  was  at  that  time  under  great  af-. 
fiidlion  for  the  lofs  of  f  my  wife,  1  lent  to  An- 
teia,  the  widow  of  Helvidius,  and  defired  her  to 
come  to  me,  as  my  late  misfortune  obliged  me 
to  keep  at  home.  When  file  arrived,  I  acquaint¬ 
ed  her  with  my  refolution  not  to  fuffer  the  inju¬ 
ries  her  hulband  had  received,  to  pals  unreven¬ 
ged  ;  and  defired  her  to  conduit  with,  Arria  and 
Fannia(who  were  juft  returned  from  exile),  whe¬ 
ther  fhe  and  they  would  join  with  me  in  the  pro- 
lecutipn.  N.ot  that  I  wanted,  I  laid,  an  afio- 
ciate,  but  that  I  was  not  fo  jealous  of  my  own 
glory,  as  to  refufe  to  fhare  it  with  them  in  this  af- 

*  Upon  the  accefllon  of  Nerva  to  the  empire,  after 
the  death  of  Domician. 

f  Our  author’s  firll  wife  ;  of  whom  we  have  no 
particular  account.  After  her  death,  he  married  his 
tuvourite  Calphurnia, 


Ej-.ift.  13.  or  P  L  I  N  Y.  35/ 

fair.  She  accordingly  carried  this  meiEjg?  ;  and 
they  all  agreed  to  the  progofal  without  the  lead: 
hsiitation.  It  happened  veiv  opportunely,  that 
the  fenate  was  to  meet  within  three  dtys.  It  wa; 
a  general  rule  with  me  to  confult,*  in  all  jny  af¬ 
fairs,  with  Corellius,  a  pcifon  of  the  greanit 
prudence  and  v.'ifdom  this  age  has  produced. 
However,  in  the  pteient  cafe,  I  relied  cntiuly 
upon  mv  own  ditbretion,  being  apprcncnf.ve  he 
would  not  approve  of  my  defign,  as  he  was  of  a 
wry  flow  and  cautious  temper.  But  though  L 
did  not  previoufiy  delibera.e  with  him,  (experi- 
e:  te  hating  taught  me,  never  to  ad.'ifu  with  :v 
> '  ilon  upon  an  aiFair  we  are  determined  to  pur- 
f  •  c,  where  he  has  a  right  to  exp.  ft  that  one  ilia! I 
be  decided  by  his  judgment),  ttt  1  o.ulJ  not  tor¬ 
i’ car  acquainting  him  with  my  resolution  at  the 
time  i  intended  to  carry  it  into  c.’tccuti  n.  Tin* 
Jbna:e  being  aflcmhlcd,  .1  came  into  the  houlb, 
and  begged  1  might  have  leave  to  make  a  mo¬ 
tion  ;  which  1  did  in  few  words,  and  v.  :th  ger.c- 
tal  alllnt.  When  I  began  to  touch  upon  the 
charge,  and  point  out  the  pcifon  1  intended  to- 
ace  me,  (though  as  yet  without  mentioning  him 
by  nanie),  I  was  atcached  011  a!i  fide  .  “  i.et  us 
4’  know,”  lays  one,  “  who  is  the  fltbjebt  of  this 
“  extraordinary  motion  ?  Who  is  it”  (aliteJ  ano¬ 
ther)  “  thzt  is  thus  accufed,  without  acquainting 
the  houfb  with  the  name  of  the  ptrfm,  and  the 
“■  particular  crime  w'ith  which  lie  is  charged?” 
“  Surely”  (added  a  third)  “  we  who  have  out- 
*'1'  lived  the  informations  of  former  times,  may 


“  expedf  now,  at  leaf!:,  to  remain  in  fccurity.”  I 
heard  a’i  this  with  great  calmnefs,  and  without 
being  the  ieaft  terrified.  Such  is  the  erfcdl  cf 
being  confcinus  of  the  integrity  of  one’s  defigns  ; 
and  fo  much  difference  is  there  with  nlpict  to 
ijifpiring  confidence  or  fear  in  the  bread  of  him. 
who  is  engaged  i;i  any  public  aclian,  whether 
G  g  3.  the! 
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the  world  had  only  rather  he  Ihould  not  do  it,  or 
ablolutely  condemns  it.  It  would  be  too  tedious 
to  relate  all  that  was  thrown  out'  by  different 
fides  upon  this  occaficn.  Ac  length  the  conful 
acquainted  me,  that  1  Ihould  be  ac  liberty  to  pro- 
pofewh.it  I  thought  peoper,  when  my  turn  came 
to  give  my  opinion  upon  the  *  bulinefs  of  the 
day.  I  thanked  him  for  allowing  me  a  liberty, 
which  he  never  yet  (l  laid)  refuted  to  any  ;  and 
fo  lilt  down  :  when  immediately  the  houte  went 
upon  other  affairs.  In  the  mean  while,  one  cf 
my  confular  friends  took  meaftde,  and  with  great 
earneftnefs  telling  me  he  thought!  had  carried  on 
this  affair  with  more  boldnels  than  prudence,  ti¬ 
led  every  method  of  reproof  and  perfuafion,  to 
prevail  with  me  to  delift  ;  adding  at  the  fame 
time,  that  I  fhould  certainly,  if  I  perfevered,. 
render  mytelf  odious  to  fome  future  prince-  “  And 
“  fo  I  would  wifh  to  be,”  (I  returned),  “  Ihould 
“  he  prove  a  wicked  one.”  He  had  lcarce  left 
rne,  when  a  fccond  came  up  :  “  For  God’s  lake,” 
faid  he,  “  what  are  you  attempting  ?  Why  wiil 
“  you  ruin  yourfelf  ?  Do  you  eonftder  to  what 
“  hazards  you  are  expofed  ?  Why  will  you  pre- 
“  fume  too  much  on  the  prefent  litua.ion  of  pu- 
“  tile  affairs,  when  it  is  fo  uncertain  what  turn 
“  they  may  hereafter  take?  You  are  attacking  a 
“  man  who  is  actually  at  the  head  of  the  treafury, 
<c  and  will  fhortly  be  conful.  Befides,  do  you 
“  eonftder  what  credit  he  has,  and  with  what 
“  powerful  frier.dfhips  he  is  fupported  r”  Upon 
which  he  named  a  certain  perfon,  who  (not 
without  feveral  ftrong  and  fufpicious  rumours) 

*  It  is  very  remarkable,  that  when  any  fenator 
\vas  afked  his  opinion  in  the  houte,  he  had  the  privi¬ 
lege  cf  fpeaking  as  long  as  he  pleafed  upon  any  o- 
ther  affair,  before  he  came  to  the  point  in  queflion. 
Aid.  Gell.  lib.  4.  c.  10. 
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v/as  then  at  the  head  of  a  powerful  army  in  the 
eaft.  I  replied, 

dll  Fve  forefeen^  and  oft  in  thought  revolv'd  *  ■, 

“  and  am  willing,  if  fate  lhall  fo  decree,  to  fuf- 
“  fer  in  an  honeft  caufe,  provided  I  can  draw 
“  vengeance  down  upon  an  infamous  one.” 
The  time  for  the  members  to  give  their  opinion 
was  now  arrived.  Domitius  Apollinaris,  thecon- 
ful  eletft,  fpoke  firft  ;  after  him  Fabricius  Vejen- 
to,  then  Fabius  Pofthumius,  Vedlius  Procuius 
next,  (who  married  my  wife’s  mother,. and  who 
was  colleague  of  Publicius  Certus,  the  perlon  on 
whom  the  debate  turned),  and  Iaftofall  Ammius 
Flaccus.  They  all  defended  Certus,  as  ifl  had 
named  him,  (though  I  had  not  yet  lo  much  as 
once  mentioned  him),  and  entered  upon  the  par¬ 
ticular  juftification  of  a  crime,  which  1  had  only- 
touched  upon  in  general  terms-  It  is  not  necef- 
fary  to  repeat,  in  this  place,  what  they  faid,  as  I 
have  related  it  in  their  own  words  in  the  fpeech- 
above  mentioned.  Avidius  Quietus,  and  Cor- 
nutus  Tertullns  anfwered  them.  The  former 
obftrved,  “  that  it  was  extremely  unjuft  not  to- 
“  hear  the  complaints  of  thofe  who  thought 
“  themfelves  injured,  and  therefore  that  Arria. 
“  and  Fannia  ought  not  to  be  denied  the  privi- 
“  lege  of  laying  their  grievances  before  the 
“  houfc  ;  and  that  ;he  point  for  the  confideration 
“  of  the  fenate  was  not  the  rank  of  the  perfon,. 
“  but  the  merit  of  the  caufe.”  Then  Cornutus 
rtf-’  up  and  told  the  houfe,  “  that  as  he  was 
“  appointed  guardian  to  the  daughter  of  Helvi- 
“  dius  by  the  confuls,  upon  the  petition  of  her 
“  mother  and  her  father-in-law,  he  thought 
“  himfelf  obliged  to  fulfil  the  duty  of  hjs  truft. 
“  In  the  execution  of  which,  however,  he  would 
“  endeavour  to  fet  lome  bounds  to  his  indign^r 
*  /Eneid.  lib.  6.  ver.  105. 

“  lion. 
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11  tion,  by  following  that  great  example  oc  mode- 
“  ration  which  thofe  excellent  women  *  had  let, 
“  who  contented  themftlves  with  barely  infortn- 
**  ing  the  fenate  of  the  cruelties  which  Certus 
“  committed  in  order  to  cariy  on  his  infamous 
“  adulation.  And  therefore,”  he  laid,  “  he  would 
“  only  move,  that  if  a  pu'iilbment  due  to  a  crime 
“  fo  notorioufly  known,  fttould  be  remitted,  that 
“  at  lead  Certus  might  be  branded  with  fume 
“  mark  of  the  dilplesfure  of  that  augud  aflem- 
tc  bly.”  Satrius  Rufus  fpoke  next,  and  endea¬ 
vouring  to  deer  a  kind  ot  middle  cuurfe,  expref- 
fed  himfelf  with  much  ambiguity.  “  I  am  of 
“  opi'nion,”  laid  he,  “  great  injuftice  will  be 
“  done  to  Certus,  if  he  is  not  acquitted,  (for  1  do 

not  fcruple  to  n.ention  his  name,  ftnee  the 
“  friends  of  Arria  and  Fanrtia,  as  well  as  his 
“  own,  have  done  fo  too),  nor  indeed  have  we 
“  any  occaflon  to  be  folicitous  upon  i  his  account. 
“  We  who  think  well  of  the  man,  ihall  judge 
“  him  with  the  fame  impartiality  as  the  red  : 
“  but  if  he  is  innocent,  as  l  hope  he  is,  and  flialh 
“  be  glad  to  find,  I  think  this  houfe  may  very 
“  jndly  deny  the  prelent  motion,  till  fomething 
“  fhall  be  proved  againft  him.”  Thus,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  relpeCtive  order  in  which  they  were  cal¬ 
led  f  upon,  they  delivered  their  leveral  opinions. 
When  it  came  to  my  turn,  I  rofe  up,  and  ufxng 
the  lame  introduction  to  my  fpeech-as  I  have  pu- 
blilhed'  in  the  defence,  I  rep'ied  to  them  feverally. 

*  Arria  and  Fannia. 

f  In  the  early  times  of  the  republic  they  began  by 
alking  the  opinion  of  the  prince  of  the  fenate,  and  the 
reit  went  on  each  according  to  his  age.  Under  the 
emperers,  their  will  ierved  as  a  rule :  for  as  the 
prince  prefided  in  the  fenate,  he  demanded  the  opi¬ 
nion  of  him  fird,  whom  he  thought  fit  to  do  that 
honour :  however,  he  more  ufually  began  with  the 
confuls. 


It 
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It  is  furprinng  with  what  an  univerfal  afient  I 
was  heard,  even  by  thofe  who  juft  before  were 
loudeft  againft  me :  fuch  a  wonderful  change 
was  wrought  either  by  the  importance  of  the  af¬ 
fair,  the  eloquence  of  the  fpeech,  or  the  relblu- 
tion  of  the  advocate.  After  1  had  finifhed,  Ve¬ 
jento  attempted  to  reply  ;  but  the  general  cla¬ 
mour  railed  againft  him,  not  permitting  him  to 
go  on,  “  I  hope,  my  Lords,”  faid  he,  “  you  will 
“  not  oblige  me  to  implore  the  afllftance  of  the 
“  tribunes.”  Immediately  the  tribune  Murcna 
cried  out,  “  You  have  my  leave,  mod  illuftrious 
“  Vejento,  to  proceed.”  But  ftill  the  clamour 
was  renewed.  In  the  interval,  the  conful  order¬ 
ed  the  houfe  to  divide,  and  having  counted  the 
voices,  difmifled  the  fenate,  leaving  Vejento  in 
the  midfl,  ftill  attempting  to  fpeak.  He  made 
great  complaints  of  this  affront  fas  he  called  it), 
applying  the  following  lines  of  Homer  to  him- 
felf : 

*  Great  perils ,  father ,  wait  th ’  unequal  fight  % 
Thofe  younger  champions  will  opprefs  thy  might. 

There  was  fcarce  a  man  in  the  fenate  that  did  not 
embrace  and  kils  me,  and  all  ftrove  who  fhould 
applaud  me  mod,  for  having,  with  the  utmoft 
hazard  to  myfelf,  revived  a  cuftom  fo  tong  dif- 
uled,  of  freely  confulting  the  fenate  upon  affairs 
I  hat  concern  the  honour  of  the  public  ;  in  a  word, 
for  having  wiped  off  that  odium  which  was 
thrown  upon  it  by  other  orders  in  the  ftate,. 
“  that  the  fen  a  tors  mutually  favoured  the  mem- 
“  bers  of  their  own  body,  while  they  v/ere  ex- 
tremely  fevere  in  animadverting  upon  the  reft 
of  their  fellow- citizens.”  All  this  was  tranl- 

*  Diomede’s  fpeech  to  Ncftor,  advifing  him  to  re¬ 
tire  from  the  field  of  battle.  Iliad,  iii.  102.  Pope. 

atted 
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a£ted  in  the  ablence  of  Certus ;  who  kept  out  of 
the  way,  either  becaufe  he  fufpedted  fomething  of 
this  nature  was  intended  to  be  moved,  or  (as  was 
faid  in  his  excufe)  that  he  was  really  indifpofed. 
Caefar,  however,  did  not  refer  the  examination 
of  this  matter  to  the  fenate.  But  I  obtained  ne- 
verthelefs,  what  1  aimed  at,  another  perfon  be¬ 
ing  appointed  to  fucceed  Certus  in  the  conful- 
fliip,  while  the  election  of  his  colleague  to  that 
office  was  confirmed.  And  thus  the  wifh  with 
which  I  concluded  my  fpeech,  was  actually  ac- 
complifbed  :  “  May  he  be  obliged,”  faid  I,  “  to 
“  renounce  under  a  *  virtuous  prince,  that  re- 
“  warJ  he  received  from  an  infamous  one  +.” 
Some  time  after  I  recollected  as  well  as  I  could, 
the  fpeech  I  had  made  upon  this  occafion  ;  to 
which  I  threw  in  fome  additions.  It  happened 
(though  indeed  it  had  the  appearance  of  Being 
fomething  more  than  cafual),.that  a  few  days  after 
I  had  publifhed  this  piece,  Certus  was  taken  ill 
and  died.  It  was  reported,  that  his  imagination 
was  continually  haunted  with  this  affair,  and  re- 
prefented  me  always  before  his  eyes,  like  a  man 
that  was  purfuing  him  with  a  dagger.  Whether 
there  was  any  truth  in  this  rumour,.  I  will  not 
venture  to  affirm  ;  but  for  the  fake  of  example* 
however,  I  could  wifh  it  might  gain  credit. 
And  now  I  have  fent  you  a  letter,  which  (con- 
fidering  it  is  a  letter)  is  as  long  as  the  defence 
you  fay  you  have  read  ;  butyoomuft  thank  your- 
felf,  for  not  being  contented  with  the  informa¬ 
tion  that  piece  could  afford  you.  Farewell. 

*  Nerva 

+  Domitian;  by  whom  he  had  been  appointed 
eonful' eleft,  though  he  had  not  yet  entered  upon 
that  office. 
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Epiji.  XIV.  Pliny  to  Tacitus. 

T Hough  you  do  not  care  to  hear  your  own 
praifes,  yet,  be  allured,  none  of  my  wri¬ 
tings  are  more  fincerely  the  undillembled  di&ates 
of  my  real  thoughts,  than  thofe  of  which  you  are 
the  fubjcC.  Whether,  indeed,  pofterity  will 
concern  herfelf  with  either  of  us,  I  know  not  ; 
but  furely  we  deferve  fome  fmall  regard  at  leaft, 
1  will  not  fay  upon  account  of  our  geniufes,  (that 
would  be  too  vain  a  pretenfion),  but  from  our 
application,  our  labours,  and  that  high  reverence 
we  pay  to  her.  Proceed  we  then,  my  friend,  in 
the  courfe  we  have  begun,  which  as  it  has  con¬ 
duced  fome  few  to  the  faireft  point  of  luftre  and 
reputation,  fo  it  has  led  out  numbers  trom  filence 
and  oblcurily.  Farewell. 

Epift.  XV.  Pliny  to  Falco. 

I  Retired  to  my  villa  at  Tufctim,  with  the  hopes 
of  palling  my  time  here,  at  leafl,  in  my  own 
way :  but  that  is  a  privilege,  I  find,  I  am  not  to 
enjoy  even  here  ;  fo  greatly  am  I  interrupted  with 
the  troublefome  complaints  and  petitions  of  my 
tenants.  I  look  over  thtir  papers  with  more 
rd uCance  than  my  own  }  for,  to  confefs  thetruth, 
it  is  with  great  unwillingnels  I  review  even  them. 
I  am  reviling,  however,  fome  little  orations  ;  an 
employment  which,  after  a  length  of  time  has 
intervened,  is  but  of  a  very  cold  and  unenter¬ 
taining  kind.  In  the  mean  while,  my  private 
affairs  are  negleCed  as  much  as  if  I  were  abfent. 
Yet  I  fometimes  fo  far  aC  the  part  of  a  careful 
mailer  of  a  family,  as  to  mount  my  horfe-and 
ride  about  my  farms,  inftead  of  taking  my  ex- 
ercife  in  the  gefiatio.  As  for  you,  I  hope  you 
will  keep  up  your  old  cuftom,  and,  in  return  for 
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this  account  of  mv  rural  affairs,  let  me  know 
what  is  going  forward  in  town.  Farewell. 

Epift  XVI.  Pliny  to  Mamilianus. 

1A  .  not  furprifed  that  the  chace  you  mention 
■iforded  you  infinite  pleafure,  lince  “  the 
number  of  the  {lain”  (to  ufe  your  own  hifto- 
rcal  *  expreflion)  “  was  not  to  be  counted.”  As 
for  myfelf,  1  have  neither  leifure  nor  inclination 
for  fports  of  that  kind  :  not  leifure,  becaule  1  am 
in  the  midft  of  my  vintage  ;  not  inclination,  be- 
caufe  it  has  proved  an  extreme  bad  one  this  fea- 
fon.  However,  I  fhal!  be  able,  I  hope,  to  draw 
off  fome  new  verfes,  at  leaft,  if. not  new  wine, 
for  your  entertainment,  which  (fince  you  re- 
queft  them  in  fo  agreeable  a  manner)  I  will  not 
fail  to  fend  you,  as  loon  as  they  (hall  be  thorough¬ 
ly  fettled.  Faiewcll. 

Epi/l.  XVII.  Pliny  to  Genitor. 

I  Have  received  your  letter,  in  which  you  com¬ 
plain  of  being  highly  difgufted  lately  at  an 
entertainment,  though  exceeding  fplendid,  by  a 
fee  of  buffoons,  fools,  and  wanton  ptollituies, 
who  wete  playing  their  antic  tricks  f  round  the 
tables. 

*  An  expreflion  frequent  among  the  liiftorians  in 
their  delcriptions  ofbattles. 

-f-  Thcfe  perlons  were  introduced  at  moft  of  the 
tables  ot  the  great,  for  the  purpofes  of  mirth  and 
gaiety,  and  eouftituted  an  eflential  part  in  all  polite 
entertainments  among  the  Romans.  It  is  furprifing 
how  foon  this  great  people  fell  off  from  their  ori¬ 
ginal  fet  erity  of  manners,  and  v/ere  tainted  with  the 
fal.c  ; ehneir.ents  of  foreign  luxury.  Livy  dates  the 
rife  of  this,  and  other  unmanly  delicacies,  front  the 
conqueli 
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Cables.  But  let  me  advife  you  to  fmooth  your 
brow  a  little.  I  confefs,  indeed,  I  admit  nothing 
of  this  kind  at  my  own  houfe  ;  however,  I  bear 
with  it  in  others.  “  And  why  then’'’  (you  will  be 
ready  to  afk)  “  fhould  you  not  have  them  your- 
“  felf  r”  The  truth  is,  becaufe  the  foft  geftures  of 


the  wanton,  the  pleafantries  of  the  buffoon,  or 
the  extravagancies  of  the  fool,  give  me  no  enter¬ 
tainment,  as  they  give  me  no  furprife.  It  is  my 
particular  tafte,  you  fee,  not  my  judgment,  that 
I  plead  againft  them..  And,  indeed,  what  num¬ 
bers  are  there  who  think  the  entertainments 


which  you  and  I  are  moft  delighted  with,  to  be  no 
better  than  impertinent  follies  !  How  many  are 
there,  who  as  foon  as  a  reader,  a  mufician,  or  a 


comedian  is  introduced,  either  take  their  leave  of 
the  company,  or  if  they  continue  at  the  table, 
fhew  as  much  dillike  to  this  kind  ofdiverfions,  as 
you  did  at  thofe  monfters,  as  you  call  them  !  Let 
us  bear  therefore,  my  friend,  with  others  in  their 
amul'ements,  that  they,  in  return,  may  fliew  in¬ 
ti  ulgence  to  ours.  Farewell. 


Epiji.  XVIII.  Pliny  to  Sabinus. 

With  what  a  degree  of  application  and 
ftudy  you  have  read  my  works,  and  how 
perfectly  you  will  treafure  them  in  your  memo¬ 
ry,  your  letter  is  a  fufficient  teftimony.  Do  you 
conlider,  then,  what  atr.>ublclbme  affair  you  are 
bringing  Vipdn  your  hands,  when  you  kindly  en- 

cpnqueft  of  Scipio  Afiaticus  over  Antiochus.  This 
triumphant  army  catched,  it  feeriis,  the  contagious 
foftnt'fs  of  the  people  it  fubdeed  ;  and.  at  its  return 
to-Rome,  fprCad  an  infeflion  among  their  country¬ 
man,  which  worked  by  flow  degrees  till  it  affefted 
their  total  deftruftion.  Thus  did  eatlern  luxury  re-, 
venge  itfelf  on  Roman  arms  !  • 

VoL.II.  H  ii  tide 
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tice  me,  by  every  friendly  art  to  communicate  to 
you  as  many  of  them  as  poflible  ?  1  cannot,  cer¬ 
tainly,  refufe  your  requell: ;  but  fliall  comply 
with  it,  however,  at  different  intervals,  and  ob- 
fervefome  kind  of  fuccellion .  For  I  would  not, 
by  too  copious  and  too  frequent  a  fupply,  over¬ 
burthen  and  confound  a  memory,  to  which  I 
already  owe  fo  many  acknowledgments  ;  nor,  in 
(hort,  pour  in  fuch  an  unreafonable  quantity,  as 
to  oblige  it  to  difcbarge  what  it  had  before  re¬ 
ceived,  in  order  to  retain  what  follows."  Fare¬ 
well. 

Epijl.  XIX.  Pliny  to  Ruffo. 

XT’ OU  inform  me,  that  you  have  read,  in  a 
X  letter  *  of  mine,  that  Verginius  Rufus  di¬ 
rected  the  following  lines  to  be  infcrifced  upon 
his  tomb : 

Here  Rufus  lies ,  who  Vindc*  arms  vuithfloody 

Not  for  himjelf  but  for  his  country’s  good. 

You  cenfure  him  for  this;  and  add,  that  Fronti- 
nus  a£ted  much  more  reafonably,  and  difcreetly, 
in  forbidding  any  monument  whatfoever  to  be 
erected  to  his  memory.  And  in  the-conclufion 
of  your  letter  you  defire  my  fentiments  upon  each. 
I  loved  them  both  ;  but  1  confefs  I  admired  him 
moft  whom  you  condemn  ;  and  to  fuch  a  degree, 
that  fo  far  from  imagining  I  ever  ihould  have 
occafion  to  rife  up  in  his  defence,  I  thought  he 
could  never  be ,  fufficiently  applauded.  In  my 
opinion,  every  man  who  has  a£ted  a  great  and 
memorable  part,  delerves  not  only  to  be  excufed, 
but  approved,  if  he  purfues  that  glorious  immorta¬ 
lity  of  fame  he  has  merited,  andendeavourstoper- 
:  petuate  an  everlafting  remembrance  qf  hiro!eif,  e- 
*  To  Albinos.  See  book' 6: = let.  to;-  ■  • 
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veil  by  monument  alinfcriptions.  Yet  hardly  (hall 
you  hnd  a  man,  who  had  performed  fuch  great 
achievements,  (o  modelly  refer ved  upon  the  fub- 
je<51  of  his  own  adfions,  as  Vergrnius  was.  I  can 
bear  him  witnefs,  (and  I  had  the  happinefs  to 
enjoy  his  intimacy  and  affection),  that  1  never 
but  once  heard  him  mention  his  own  conduct ; 
and  that  was,  in  giving  an  account  of  a  con- 
verfation  which  palled  between  him  and  Cluvius  : 
“  You  well  know”  ((aid  Cluvius  to  him)  “  the  fi- 
“  delity  required  in  an  hiftorian  ;  you  will  pardon 
“  me*  therefore,  I  hope,  if  you  fhould  meet  with 
“  any  thing  in  my  w  orks ,  that  is  not  agree- 
“  able  to  you.”  “  O  Cluvius,’’  he  replied,  “  can 
**  you  be  ignorant  that  what  I  did,  was  in  order 
•*  that  every  man  might  enjoy  the  liberty  of  wri- 
**  ting  what  he  p'eafed  ?”  But  let  us  compare 
Frontinus  with  him  in  that  very  inftance,  where¬ 
in  you  think  the  former  is  more  modeft  and  re- 
ferved.  He  forbid  a  monument  to  be  erected  to 
him,  it  is  true  j  but  in  what  words  ?  “  The  cx- 
“  penfeof  a  monument,”  fays  he,  “  is  fuperfluous ; 
“  my  memory  will  remain,  if  my  actions  dell-rve 
“  it.”  Is  there  lefs  vanity,  do  you  think,  thus  to 
proclaim  to  all  the  *  world  that  his  memory 
would  remain,  than  to  mark  upon  a  fingle  tomb- 
ftone,  in  two  lines,  the  actions  one  has  perform¬ 
ed?  It  is  not,  however,  my  defign  to  condemn 
your  favourite ;  I  only  mean  to  defend  V ergi- 
nius  :  and  what  argument  can  be  more  prevail¬ 
ing  with  you,  than  one  drawn  from  a  companion 
between  him  and  the  perfon  you  prefer?  In  my 
own  opinion,  indeed,  neither  of  them  deferve  to 
be  condemned,  (tnce  they  both  purfu;d  glory 
with  the  lame  paffion,  but  by  different  roads ; 

•It  appears  from  hence,  that  this  was  not' a  tefta- 
mentary  direction,  but  a  declaration  in  fome  work 
which  Frontinus  had  publilhed. 

H  h  2  the 
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rhe  former,  in  defiring  thofe  monumental  honours 
he  had  merited  ;  the  latter,  in  rather  chufing  the 
appearance  of  defpifing  them.  Farewell. 

Epift.  XX.  Pliny  to  Venator. 

YOur  letter  was  fo  much  the  more  agreeable 
to  me,  the  longer  it  was;  efpecially  as  it 
turned  entirely  upon  my  works.  I  am  not  at  all 
furprifed  you  fliould  find  a  pleafure  in  them,  fince 
1  know  you  have  the  fame  affection  for  every 
thing  that  belongs  to  me,  as  you  have  for  my- 
felf. - 

The  getting  in  of  my  vintage  (which  though 
it  has  proved  but  a  (lender  one  this  feafon,  is, 
however,  more  plentiful  than  1  expected)  parti¬ 
cularly  employs  me  at  prefent.  It  indeed  I  can 
with  any  propriety  fay  fb,  who  only  gather  a 
grape  now  and  then,  vifit  the  vine-prefs,  tafte  the 
Oiuft  in  the  vat,  and  faunter  to  my  domeftics; 
who  being  all  engaged  without  doors,  have  whol¬ 
ly  abandoned  me  to  my  readers  and  my  fee  re - 
taries.  Farewell. 

Epijl.  XXI.  Pliny  to  Sabinianus. 

YOur  freedman,  againft  whom  you  exprefled 
fo  much  anger,  came  to  me,  and  threw 
himfelf  at  my  feet  with  as  much  fubmiflion  as 
he  could  have  done  at  you-rs.  He  earneftly  re¬ 
fuelled  m,e  with  rnauy  tears,  and  even  with  all 
the  eloquence  of  filent  forrow,  to  intercede  for 
him  ;  in  (hort,  he  convinced  me  by  his  whole  be¬ 
haviour,  that  he  finccrely  repents  of  his  fault. 
And  I  am  perfuaded  he  is  thoroughly  reformed, 
becaufe  he  (eems  entirely  (enfible  of  his  guilt. 
I  know  you  are  angry  with  him,  and  1  know  too, 
it  is  not.  without  realon  ;  but  clemency  can  never 
-xert  itfelf  with  more  applaufe,  than  when  there 
is 
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is  the  jufteft  caufe  for  relentment.  You  once 
had  an  affe&ion  for  this  man,  and,.  I  hope,  will 
have  again  :  in  the  mean  while,  let  me  only  pre¬ 
vail  with  you  to  pardon  him.  If  he  fhould  in¬ 
cur  your  difpleafure  hereafter,  you  will  have  fo 
much  the  ftronger  plea  in  excufe  for  your  anger, 
as  you  fhew  yourfelf  more  exorable  to  him  now. 
Allow  fbmething  to  his  youth,  to  his  tears,  and 
to  your  own  natural  mildnefs  of  temper  :  do  not 
make  him.uneafy  any  longer;  and  1  will  add  too, 
do  not  make  yourfelf  fo;  for  a  man  of  your  be¬ 
nevolence  of  heart  cannot  be  angry  without 
feeling  great  regret.  L  am  afraid,  were  I  to  join 
my  entreaties  with  his,  I  Ibould  fiem  rather  to 
compel,  than  requeft  you  to  forgive  him.  Yet 
1  will  not  icruple  to  do  it ;  and  in  fo  much  the 
ftronger  terms,  as  I  have  very  lharply  and  fevere- 
lv  reproved  him,  pofitively  threatening  never  to 
interpofe  again  in  his  behalf.  But  though  it 
was  proper  to  fay  this  to  him,  in  order  to  make 
him  more  fearful  of  offending  ;  I  do  not  lay  fo  to 
you.  1  may,  perhaps,  again  have  occaucn  to 
entreat  y  ju  upon  his  account,  and  again  obtain 
your  forgivenefs  ;  iuppofuig,  1  mean,  bis  error 
fhould  be  fuch  as  may  become  me  to  intercede- 
for,  and  you  to  pardon.  Farewell. 

Epiji.  XXII.  Pliny  to  Sevehuj. 

THE  illnefs  of  Paffienus  Paulus  has  occa- 
fioned  to  me  not  a  little  uneafintfs  ;  and 
indeed  l  have  many  and  juft  reafons.  He  has  a 
mod  excellent  and  generous  heart,  of  which  I 
have  the  happinefs  to  flu  re  the  warmed  friend- 
fhip.  In  his  writings  he  very  fuccefsfully  emu¬ 
lates  the  ancients,  vvhofefpirit  and  manner  he  has 
ciolely  imitated  and  happily  reftored';  efpecially 
that  of  Propertius,  to  whom  he  is  no  lefs  related 
by  genius,  than  by  blood,  as  he  particularly  re- 
H  h  3  iemLles. 


366  Tkit  EPISTLES  BoofcfX. 
fbmbles  that  poet  in  his  chief  excellency.  When 
you  read  his  elegies*  whatever  is  elegant,  tender, 
and  agreeable,  will  confpire  to  charm  you;  as 
you  will  clearly  difeover  they  derive  their  lineage 
from  Propertius.  He  has  lately  made  fbme  at¬ 
tempts  in  the  lyric  kind,,  in  which  he  as  fucceff- 
fully  copies  the  manner  of  Horace,  as  he  has 
that  of  the  other  poet  juft  mentioned:  You 
would  imagine,  were  there  fuch  a  thing  as  a  kin¬ 
dred  in  genius,  that  the  blood  of  Horace  like- 
wife  flowed  in  his  veins.  He  difplays  a  moft 
wonderful  compafs  and  pregnancy  of  imagina¬ 
tion  :  when  he  deicribes  the  paflion  of  love,  you. 
perceive  his  heart  is  entirely  poflefled  by  the 
moft  tender  fentiments ;  when  he  paints  the  e- 
motions  of  grief,  you  fee  his  breaft  is  penetra¬ 
ted  with  the  deepeft.  forrow ;  when  he  enters, 
upon  topics  of  panegyric,,  it  is  with  all  the  ar¬ 
dour  of  the  warmeft  benevolence ;  when  he  di¬ 
verts  himfelf  with  fubjeds  of  pleafantry,.it  is  in 
the  fpirk  of  the  moft  agreeable  gaiety  ;  io  fhort,. 
whatever  fpeciesof  poetry  he  engages- in,  he  exe¬ 
cutes  it  with  fuch  a  mafteily  hand,  that  one  would 
imagine  it  were  the  fingle  branch  to  which  he 
had  applied  himfelf.  The  dangerous  indifpoft- 
tion  of  fuch  a  friend  and  fuch  a  genius,  occafion- 
ed  as  much  anxiety  to  me,  as  it  did  pain  to  him. 
But  at  length  he  is  recovered,  and  my  peace  is 
reftored  :  an  event  which  deferves  your  congratu¬ 
lation,  not  only  for  my  fake,. but  for  the- fake  of 
learning  itfelf,  which  ran  as  great  a  hazard  by 
his  danger,  as  it  will  receive  glory  by  his  re¬ 
covery.  Farewell. 

Epi/t.  XXIH.  Pliny  to  Maximum. 

IT  has  frequently  happened,  as  I  have  been 
pleading,  that  the  centumyiri*  after  having 
preferred  as  much  as  poflible  the  gravity  and  fo- 
lemnity 


Spiff;  23-.  of  PLINY.  367- 

lemnity  fuitablc  to  their  chara&er,  have  at  length 
been  forced,  as  it  were,  to  break  through  all  re— 
ftraintSj  and  have  rifen  up,  with  one  confent,  in 
my  applaufe.  I  have  often  likewife  gained  as 
much  glory  in  the  fenate,  as  my  utmoft  wilhes 
could  defire :  but  I  never  was  touched  with  a 
more  f.nfible  pleafure  than  by  an  account  which 
I- lately  received  from  Cornelius  Tacitus.  He  in¬ 
formed  me,  that,  atthelaft  Circenfian  games,  he 
fat  next  to  a  Roman  knight,,  who,  after  much- 
difcourfe  had  palled  between  them  upon  various- 
points  of  learning,  afked  him  if  he  was  an  Italian, 
or  a  provincial?  Tacitus  replied,  “  Your  ac- 
“  quaintance  with  literature  muff  have  informed 
“  you  who  I  am.”  “  Ay. !”  faid'the  knight,  “  Pray. 
“  then  is  it  Tacitus  or  Pliny  I  am  talking. 
“  with  ?”  I  cannot  exprefs  how  highly  l  am 
pleafed  to  find,  that  our  names  are  not  fo  much 
the  proper  appellatives  of  men,  as  a  kind  of  dif- 
tin&ion  for  learning  herfelf ;  and  that  eloquence 
renders  us  known  to  thcfe  who  would  be  igno¬ 
rant  of  us  by  any  other  means.  An  accident  of 
the  fame  nature  happened  to  me  a  few  days  ago. 
Fabius  Rufinus,  a  perfon  of  diftinguifhecf  merit, 
was  placed  next  to  me  at  table ;  and  below  him  a 
countryman  of  his,  who  was  juft  then  come  to 
Rome  for  the  firft  time.  Rufinus  defired  his 
friend  to  take  notice  of  me,  and  fell  into  a  con- 
verfation  upon  the  fubjetft  of  my  eloquence  :  to 
whom  the  other,  immediately  replied,.  “  That- 
“  muft  undoubtedly  be  Pliny.”  To  own  the 
truth,  I  look  upon  thefe  inftances  as  a  very  con- 
fiderable  recompenfe  of-  my  labours.-  Had  De- 
mofthenes  reafon  to  be  pleafed  with  the  old  wo¬ 
man  of  Athens  crying  out,  *  “  This  is  Deino- 
“  fthenes  !” 

*  The  ftory,'  as  related  by  Tully, .is  thus:  De~ 
mofthenes  met  an  old  woman  carrying  a  pail  of  wa¬ 
ter,  upon,  which  fhe  whifpers  to  her  companion, 
“  This 
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“  ftbenes  !”  And  may  I  not  be  allowed  to  congra*. 
tulace  myfelf  upon  the  extenflve  reputation  my 
name  has  acquired  ?  Yes,  my  friend,  I  will  rejoice 
in  it,  and  without  fcruple  own  that  I  do.  As  I 
only  mention  the  judgment  of  others  concerning 
me,  not  the  opinion  1  conceive  of  myfelf,  I  am 
not  afraid  of  incurring  the  cenfure  of  vanity  *  j 
efpecially 

11  This  is  Demofthenes  !”  I  mull  not  however  con¬ 
ceal  from  the  reader,  that  Tally  condemns  the  Gre¬ 
cian  orator  for  being  pleafed  upon  this  occafion,  and 
accounts  for  it  in  the  true  fpirit  of  genuine  philofo- 
phy  +,  apud  alios  loqui  ‘videlicet  didicerat,  non  multum 
ip/e  fecutn:  he  had  learned  the  art  of  talking  to  others, 
but  was  unacquainted,  it  feems,  with  the  molt  in- 
flru£tive  of  all  arts,  the  art  of  felf-con'verfe  :  a  little 
of  this  home-philol'ophy  would  have  taught  him,  in 
the  judgment  of  Tully,  to  rate  vulgar  admiration  at 
a  lower  value. 

*  Thofe  who  have  formed  their  notions  of  modefty 
according  to  the  falfe  refinements  in  manners,  which 
latter  times  have  introduced,  will  take  offence,  pro¬ 
bably,  at  the  advantageous  terms  in  which  Pliny 
here,  and  in  fome  other  pallages  of  thefe  letters, 
fpeaks  of  hihifelf.  But  it  will  not  be  juft  to  eftimate 
our  author's  character,  by  maxims  which  have  been 
received  in  the  world  long  fince  he  left  it.  It  is 
moft  certain  that  modefty,  according  to  the  idea  the 
ancients  had  of  it,  did  not  (neither  in  the  truth  of 
things  does  it),  forbid  a  man  to  (peak  well  of  himfelf, 
where  he  has  merit  to  fupport  the  character  he  claims. 
T rue  modefty  confifted  only  (as  indeed  it  ought  only 
to.confift)  in  being  aihamed  to  commit  anything 
bafe  and  unworthy  ;  any  thing  unbecoming  the  dig 
nity  of  human  nature  ;  any  thing  in  defiance  of 
that  reverence  we  owe  to  ourfelves,  and  to  that  rank 
we  hold  in  the  order  of  rational  beings  :  Ihe  was,  in 
ihort,  the  cujlos  •virtutum  omnium ,  as  T Sly  emphatical- 
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efpecially  from  you,  who,  as  you  envy  no  man’s 
reputation,  fo  you'  are  particularly  zealous  for 
mine.  Farewell. 

iy  calls  her,  the  guardian  and  proteflrefs  of  the  whole 
train  of  human  virtues.  Pliny,  who  often  recom¬ 
mends  modefty  as  one  of  the  n  oft  Ihinirig  virtues  in 
others,  could  never  have  fpoken  thus  favourably  of  his 
own  merit,  if  it  had  been  contrary  to  the  received 
notions  of  that  moll  amiable  quality.  And  that  it 
was  not,  is  extremely  evident  from  the  whole  tenor 
of  antiquity  in  the  article  of  felf-commendation. 
Homer’s  Ulyfles  {to  borrow  the  obfervation  of  a  very 
polite  and  judicious  critic)  “  calls  himfelf  the  *u/- 
"  f eft  of  the  Grecians,  as  his  Achilles  does  not  fcruple 
“  to  represent  himfelf  the  beft  and  moft  valiant  of 
“  them  ;  and  that  too  in  a  council  of  all  the  princes  : 
4‘  Virgil  has  given  us  his  approbation  of  both  the 
“  one  and  the  other,  in  making  .lEnea's  talk  frequent- 
“  ly  of  his  own  piety  and  valour.  Socrates,  in  Plato, 
“  is  always  brought  jn  to  his  advantage  j  he  himfelf 
“  quotes  the  oracle,  which-pronounced  him  to  be  the 
“  wifeft  of  men.  Xenophon  reprefents  Cyrus  upon  his 
“  deathbed,  as  taking  notice  of  the  greatell  beauty 
“  of  his  own  character,  his  humanity ;  in  a  piece 
“  which  every  one  knows  was  defigned  for  the  cha- 
“  radler  of  a  perfeft  prince.  Caefar  and  the  great 
“  Jewilh  writer  of  his  own  life  frequently  commend 
“  themfelves :  the  greatell  critic,  as  well  as  the 
“  greatell-  orator  among  the  Romans,  who  fo  often 
“  reckons  modefty  among  the  things  which  are  moft 
“  neceffary  toward  rendering  a  man  great  in  his 
“  profeflion  ;  how  open  and  frequent  is  he  in 
praifing  himfelf,  and  fetting  his  own  merit 
“  in  a  true  light  ?  But  what  puts  this  beyond 
“  difpute  (and  fliews  at  the  fame  time,  that  a  juft 
“commendation  of  one’s  felf.may  be  very  con- 
“  fiftent  with  the  greatell  modefty),  is  to  be  found  in 
“  the  facred  writings,  in  which  Mufes  fays  of  him- 
“  felf,  that  he  was  the  metkeft  man  ujwn  earth.” 
Eflay  on  Pope’s  Odyff.  pt.  1.  52. 
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Epifl.  XXIV.  Pliny  to  Sabinianus. 

YOU  have  done  well,  upon  the  recommenda¬ 
tion  of  my  *  letter,  in  receiving  again  in¬ 
to  your  family  and  favour,  a  frcedman,  whom 

Jou  once  admitted  into  a  fhare  of  your  affection. 

t  will  afford  you,  I  doubt  not,  great  fatisfac- 
tion.  It  certainly,  at  leaf!  has  me,  both  as  it  is 
a  proof  that  you  are  capable  of  being  governed  in 
your  pafiioir,  and  as  it  is  an  inftance  of  your 
paying  fo  much  regard  to  me,  as  either  to  yield 
to  my  authority,  or  to  comply  with  my  requefh 
You  will  accept,  therefore,  at  once,  both  of  my 
applaufe  and  my  thanks.  At  the  fame  time  I  muff 
advife  you,  to  be  difpofed  for  the  future  to  par¬ 
don  the  errors  of  your  people,  though  there 
{hould  be  none  to  interpofe  in  their  behalf.  Fare¬ 
well. 

Epifl.  XXV.  Pliny  to  Mamilianus- 

YOU  make  great  complaints  of  the  croud  of 
military  affairs  which  prefs  upon  you  j  and 
yet,  as  if  you  were  enjoying  the  molt  uninterrupt- 
ted  leifure,  you  read  and  admire  my  poetical 
trifles,  and  not  a  little  encourage  me  ftill  to  per- 
fevere  in  them.  I  begin,  indeed,  to  purfue  this 
kind  of  fludy,  not  only  with  a  view  to  my  amule- 
ment,  but  my  glory,  flnce  they  have  approved 
themfelves  to  the  judgment  of  a  man  of  your  gra¬ 
vity,  and  learning,  and  what  is  more  than  all, 
of  your  veracity.  At  prelent  I  have  fome  caufes 
upon  my  hands,  which  (though  not  very  deeply 
indeed,  however)  engage  me  ;  when  I  lhall  have 
difpatched  thefe,  1  will  again  truft  my  mule  in 
your  candid  bofom.  You  will  fuffer  my  little 
doves  and  fparrows  to  take  wing  among  your 
•  See  let.  2 1 .  of  this  book. 

eagles*. 


Epift.  26.  of  P  L  I  N  Y.  371 

eagles  *,  if  you  fti  iuld  have  the  fame  good  opi¬ 
nion  of  them  as  they  have  of  themfelves  ;  if  not, 
you  will  kindly  confine  them  to  their  cage  and 
their  nefts.  Farewell. 

Epijl.  XXVI.  Pliny  to  Lupercus. 

I  Said  once  (and  I  think  not  improperly)  of  a 
certain  orator  of  the  prefent  age,  whofe  com- 
pofitions  are  extremely  regular  and  correct,  but 
by  no  means  fublime  and  ornamented,  **  his  only 
“  fault  is,  that  he  has  none.”  Whereas  he  who 
is  pofiefled  of  the  true  fpirit  of  oratory,  Ihould  be 
bold  and  elevated,  and  fometimes  even  flame  out 
and  be  hurried  away  with  all  the  warmth  and 
violence  of  paffion  ;  in  fhort,  hefhould  frequent¬ 
ly  foar  to  great,  and  even  dangerous  heights  :  for 
precipices  are  generally  near  whatever  is  towering 
and  exalted.  The  plain,  it  is  true,  affords  a 
fafer,  but  for  that  reafbn  a  more  humble  and  in¬ 
glorious  path  :  they  that  run,  are  more  likely  to 
ftumble  than  they  that  creep  ;  but  the  ‘latter  gain 
no  honour  by  not  flipping,  while  the  former  even 
fall  with  glory.  It  is  with  eloquence  as  with 
Come  other  arts  ;  Ihe  is  never  more  pleafing  than 
when  Ihe  hazards  moll.  Have  you  not  obferved 
what  acclamations  our  ropedancers  excite,  at  the 
inftant  of  imminent  danger  ?  Whatever  is  moft 
unexpe&ed  and  hazardous,  or,  as  the  Greeks 
ftrongly  exprels  it,  whatever  is  moft  daring,  has 
always  the  greateft  (hare  of  our  admiration.  The 
pilot’s  lkill  is  by  no  means  equally  proved  in  a 
calm,  as  in  a  ftorm  :  in  the  former  cafe  he  tame¬ 
ly  enters  the  port,  unnoticed  and  unapplauded  ; 
but  when  the  cordage  cracks,  the  maft  bends,  and 
the  rudder  groans,  then  is  it  that  he  fhines  forth 
in  full  luftre,  and  is  adored  as  little  inferior  to  a 
fea-god.  The  reafon  of  my  making  this  obler- 
*  Alluding  to  the  Roman  ftandard,  which  was  an 
eagle  fixed  upon  the  top  of  a  fpear. 
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vation  is,  becaufe,  if  I  miftake  not,  you  have 
marked  fome  paftages  in  my  writings  for  being 
tumid,  exorbiant,  and  over- wrought,  which,  in 
my  eftimation,  are  full,  and  bold,  and  fubliine. 
But  it  is  material  to  confider,  whether  your  cri- 
ticifm  turns  upon  fuch  points  as  are  real  faults, 
or  only  ftriking  and  remarkable  expreffions. 
Whatever  is  elevated  is  fure  to  be  obferved  ;  but 
it  requires  a  very  nice  judgment  to  diftinguifh  the 
bounds  between  true  and  falie  grandeur  ;  between 
a  juft  and  enormous  height.  To  give  an  inftance 
out  of  Homer,  both  of  the  grand  and  elevated 
ftyle,  in  the  following  lines ;  which  can  fcarce, 
1  imagine,  have  cfcaped  any  reader’s  obferva- 
tion  ! 

Heav '  n  in  loud  thunder  bids  the  trumpet  found  5 
And  wide  beneath  them  groans  the  rending  ground  *  ; 

— — —  Again, 

Reclin’d  on  clouds  his  Jlced  and  armour  lay  f. 

So  in  this  whole  paflage: 

X  As, torrents  roll,  increas'd  by  numerous  rills. 

With  rage  impetuous  down  their  echoing  hills, 

RuJIj  to  the  vales,  and  pour’d  along  the  plain. 
Roar  through  a  tboufand  channels  to  the  main. 

Jt  requires,  I  fay,  a  very  delicate  hand  to  poife 
thefe  metaphors,  and  determine  whether  they  are 
too 

•  Iliad,  xxi.  387.  Pope’s  tranf. 

+  Iliad,  v.  356.  Ipeaking  of  Mars, 
t  Iliad.  4.  ver.  452.  Pope’s  tranfl.  It  is  with  great 
judgment  Pliny  diftinguifhes  between  grandeur  and 
elevation,  ubich,  though  they  are  fometimes  con¬ 
founded,  are  moft  certainly  dillindt.  Grandeur 
teems  to  confift  entirely 'in  the  fentiment,  and  is  the 
firft 
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too  figurative  and  loft}',  or  tiuly  majcftic  or 
fublime.  Not  that  I  think  any  thing  which  I 
have  wrote  or  can  write,  admits  of  companion 
with  thefe.  I  am  not  extravagant  enough  to  fay 
fio  :  what  I  would  be  undci  flood  to  contend  for 
is,  that  we  fhould  throw  up  the  rein;  to  elo¬ 
quence,  nor  reftrain  the  daring  flights  of  genius 
within  too  narrow  a  compafs.  Blit  it  will  be 
faid,  perhaps,  there  is  a  wide  difference  between 
orators  and  poets;  as  if,  in  truth,  f  ully  were 
not  as  bold  in  his  figures  as  any  of  the  pcets. 
But  not  to  mention  particular  inflanccs  from  him, 
in  a  point  where,  1  imagine,  there  can  be  no 
diipute  ;  does  *  Deinoftnenes  hitnfclf,  that  mo- 

firfl  of  the  five  fpecies  of  fublimily  which  Longinus 
has  enumerated.  The  pafl'age  that  admired  critic 
quotes  from  the  account  which  Mofes  gives  of  the 
creation,  is  of  this  kind :  Cod  faid,  Let  there  l c 
light,  and  there  taaj  light.  Here  is  nothing  in  the 
exprefiion  ornamented  or  elevated  ;  the  language  is 
plain  and  fimple,  yet  conveys  to  the  mind  the  noble.? 
idea  of  omnipotence  that  the  utrnofl  exports  cf  the 
ftrongeft  imagination  can  conceive.  Iiuc  when  a 
fublime  thought  is  clothed  (if  I  may  fo  fay)  in  all  the 
graceful  propriety  of  jult  figure,  it  then  becomes  e- 
levated.  The  illustrations  which  oar  author  produ¬ 
ces  from  Homer,  are  of  this  ibi  c,  where  greatneis  of 
fentiment  is  heightened  by  beauty  or  imagery. 

*  The  cief.gn  of  Pliny  in  this  letter  is,  to  jellify  the 
figurative  exprefiions  he  had  employed,  probably  in 
fume  oration,  by  infiances  of  the  fame  warmth  if  co¬ 
louring  from  thole  great  matters  of  eloquence,  De- 
moithaies  and  his  rival  fSl'chincs.  But  the  force  of 
the  paflages  which  he  produces  from  tlitfe  orators, 
molt  r.ecefTurily  be  greatly  weakened  to  a  mere  mo¬ 
dern  reader,  fame  of  them  being  only  hinted  at,  as 
generally  well  known  rand  the  metaphers  in  fevers! 
of  the  others,  have  either  loft  much  of  tfceir  original 
fpirit  and  boldr.efs,  by  being  introduced  and  received 
into  common  language,  cr  cannot,  perhaps,  be  pre¬ 
served  in  ail  Englifh  tranflation. 

V ol.  II.  I  i 
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del  and  ftandard  of  true  oratory,  does  Demofthe- 
nefs  check  and  reprefs  the  fire  of  his  genius,  in 
that  well-known  paflage  which  begins  thus, 
“  Ye  infamous  flatterers,  ye  evil  genii  ?’*  (s'c.  — 
And  again,  “  It  is  neither  with  ftones  nor  bricks 
“  that  I  have  fortified  this  city,”  &c. —  And  af¬ 
terwards  ;  “  I  have  thrown  up  thefe  outworks 
before  Attica,  and  pointed  out  to  you  all  the 
“  relburces  which  human  prudence  can  fuggeft,” 
(3~c.  —  And  in  another  place  ;  “  O  my  coun- 
“  trymen,  I  fwear  by  the  immortal  gods,  that  he 
“  is  intoxicated  with  the  grandeur  of  his  owh 
“  actions,”  (sfc. —  But  what  can  be  more  daring 
and  beautiful  than  that  long  digreflion,  which 
begins  in  this  manner  :  “  A  terrible  difeafe,  O 
“  my  countrymen,  has  leized  upon  all  Greece,” 

(Sc.  r  - The  following  pafiage  likewife, 

though  fomething  ftiorter,  is  conceived  in  the 
lame  boldnefs  of  metaphor :  —  “  Then  it  was 
“  I  rofe  up  in  oppefition  to  the  daring  Pytho, 
‘ 1  who  poured  forth  a  torrent  of  menaces  againft 
“  you,”  (tfc.  —  The  fubfequent  ftridture  is  of  the 
fmie  {lamp :  c;  When  a  man  has  ftrengthened 
“  himfelf,  as  Philip  has,  in  avarice  and  wickcd- 
“  nels,  upon  the  firft  pretence  that  o.ffers  itfelf, 
“  at  the  firft  falfe  ftep,  be  it  ever  fo  inconfider- 
“  able,  he  briJUcs  up  his  mane  and  deftroys  all,” 
sS*V.  —  So  in  the  fame  ftyle  with  the  foregoing 
is  this:”  —  “  Railed  off,  as  it  were,  from  the 
“  privileges  of  lociety,  by  the  concurrent  and  juft 
“  judgments  of  the  three  tribunals  in  the  city,”  — 
And  in  the  fame  place  :  ”  O  Ariftogiton  !  you 
“  have  betrayed  that  mercy  which  u&d  to  be 
“  {hewn  to  offences  of  this  nature,  or  rather  in- 
deed,  you  have  wholly  exhaufted  it.  In  vain 
“  then  would  you  fly  for  refuge  to  a  port,  which 
“  you  have  Jhut  up,  and  choked  with  piles."  — 
He  had  I'd  id  before  ;  “  1  am  afraid,  therefore,  you 
*'•  fhould  appear,  in  thejudgment  of  Ton  e,  to  have 
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“  fet  up  a  public  office  for  bad  education  ;  for  there 
“  is  a  weaknel's  in  all  wickcdnefs,  which  renders 
“  itunable  to  fupport  itfelf  !”* — And  a  little  low- 
“  er ;  “1  fee  none  of  thrfe  refources  open  to 
“  him  ;  but  all  is  precipice ,  gulf,  and  profound 
“  aiiyfs.”  —  And  again  :  “  Nor  do  I  imagine  that 
“  our  anceftors  erected  thofe  courts  <  ("judicature, 

“  that  men  of  his  character  fhould  t>e  planted 
“  there  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  that  none  may 
“  defire  to  imitate  their  evil  adtions.” —  And  af¬ 
terwards  :  “  If  he  :s  then  the  artificer  of  everv 
“■  wickcdnefs,  if  he  openly  makes  it  his  trade  anti 

“  traffic ,”  &c - And  a  thoufand'  other  paff.i- 

ges  which  I  might  cite  to  the  fame  purpofe  ;  not 
to  mention  thofe  exprtflions  which  TF.fchine , 
fays,  arc  not  wools,  but  v,  antlers. — You  -a  i  1 : 
tell  me,  perhaps,  l  have  unwarily  meinioi:'!' 
TEfehioes,  fince  Demofthcnes  is  condemned  eve.’, 
by  him,  for  running  into  thefe  figurative  expref- 
fions.  But  obferve,  I  entreat  you,  how  far  fu- 
perior  the  former  orator  is  to  his  citicizer,  and  fu- 
perior  too  in  the  very  pafiages  to  which  he  ob- 
jedls  :  for  in  others,  the  ftrength  of  his  genius 
difeovers  itfelf ;  in  thofe  above  quoted,  the  fubli- 
mity  of  it  (bines  out.  But  does  TEfchines  him- 
fclf  avoid  what  he  reproves  in  Demofthcm  s  ? 
“  'rhe  orator,”  favs  he,  “  Athenians,  and  the 
“  lav/,  ought  to  /peak  the  lame  language  ;  but 
“  when  the  voice  of  the  law  declares  one  thing, 
“•and  that  of  the:  orator  another,  wc  (liould  give 
our  vote  to  the  jiiflicc-of  the  law,  not  to  the 
“  impudence  of  the  orator.”  —  And  in  another 
place  He  afterwards  manifcftly  difeovereu  the 
“  defign  he  had,  of  concealing  his  fraud  under 
“  cover  of  the  decree,  having  exprefsly  declared 
“  therein,  that  the  ambaffadors  fent  to  the  Oreta; 
“  gave  the  five  talents,  not  to  you,  but  to  Cal- 
“  lias.  And  that  you  may  be  convinced  what  J 
“  fav  is  the  truth  (after  having  i pits,  l  the  decree 

lij  '  1  “of 
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“  of  its  galleys,  its  pomp  and  often  tat  ion )  read  the 
“  clauft  itfclf.” — And  in  another  part:  '*  Suf- 
“  fer  him  not  to  break  over  and  wander  out  of  the 
“  limits  of  the  queftion  A  metaphor  he  is  la 
fond  of,  that  he  repeats  it  again  :  “  But  remain- 
“  ing  firm  and  confident  in  the  aflembly,  drive 
“  him  into  the  merits  of  the  queftion,  and  obferve 
“  well  how  he  doubles.”  —  Is  his  ftyle  more  reler- 
ved  and  fimplc,  when  he  fays,  “  But  you  are  for 
“  ever  wt  uuding  our  ears,  and  are  more  concern- 
“  ed  in  the  fuecefs  of  your  dm'y  harangues,  than 
“  for  the  faivation  of  the  city  r” —  What  follows 
is  conceived  in  a  vet  higher  (train  of  figure  : 
“  Will  you  not  expel  this  man  as  the  common 
“  calamity  of  Greece  !  will  you  not  feize  and 
“  punifh  this  pirate  of  the  itatc,  who  Jails  about 
“  in  quell  of  favourable  conjun&ures  f”  (sc. — 
with  many  other  paflages  of  the  like  nature.  And 
now  I  expetfl  you  will  make  the  fame  attacks  up¬ 
on  certain  expreffions  in  this  letter,  as  you  did 
upon  thole  1  have  been  endeavouring  to  defend. 
The  rudder  that  groans,  and  the  pilot  compared 
to  a  fea-god ,  will  not,  1  imagine,  efcape  your  criti- 
cifrn  :  for  1  perceive  while  1  am  fuing  for  indul¬ 
gence  to  my  former  ftyle,  I  have  fallen  into  the 
fame  turn  of  figure  that  you  condemn.  But  at¬ 
tack  them  if  you  pleaft,  provided  you  will  imme¬ 
diately  appoint  a  day  when  we  may  meet  to  dif- 
cufs  theft  matters  in  pi  rfon  :  you  will  then,  either 
teach  it.c  to  be  1-fs  daring,  or  l.lhall  learn  you  to 
be  more  bold.  Farewell. 

Etijl.  XXVII.  Plinv  to  Lateranus. 

I  Have  had  many  occafions  to  oblerve  the 
power,  the  digni.y,  the  majefty,  and  I  will 
add  too,  even  the  divine  efficacy  there  is  in  hifto- 
iy,  but  1  never  met  v/ith  io  ftrong  an  inftance  of 
it  as  lately.  An  author  had  recited  part  of  an 
hiftorical 
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hiftorical  performance,  which  he  had  drawn  tip 
with  the  utmoft  regard  to  truth,  referving  the  re¬ 
mainder  for  another  day.  When  behoIJ  !  the 
friends  of  a  certain  per fon  came  t  i  him,  and  ear- 
neftly  conjured  hint  not  to  recite  the  reft:  ft 
much  were  they  afhamed  to  hear  thofc  actions 
repeated,  which  yet  they  did  not  blulh  to  com¬ 
mit  :  the  hiftorian  complied  (as  he  well  might, 
without  anv  breach  of  honour)  with  their  re- 
quelt.  Hut,  however,  both  the  hiftory  and  the 
action  fl ill  remain,  and  will  ever  remain  and  be 
read  ;  and  read  too  with  fo  much  the  greater 
Luriofiiy,  as  the  publication  of  it  is  Jcdaycd  :  for 
nothing  raifes  the  mquifit've  Jilpofition  of  man¬ 
kind  fo  much,  :.s  to  defet  the  gratification  cf  it. 
Farewell. 

Eplji.  XXVIII.  Pliny  to  Romany.".. 

YOur  letters  have  at  length  reached  me,  and 
I  received  three  at  once  ;  a'l  written  in  the 
itronitell  ijiiiic  of  eloquence  and  fricndfhip,  and 
ftich  as  I  had  reafon  to  expedt  from  you,  cfpe-' 
cially  a'ter  having  wilhed  for  them  lb  long.  In 
crc,  you  injoin  me  the  very  agr. eable  com- 
mifTion  of  forwarding  your  letter  to  that  cxcel- 
ient  lady,  the  viituous  *  Plotii.a  :  i  will  take  care 


*  Ploiina  was  con  fort  to  the  emperor  Trajan. 
Her  virtues  are  celebrated  by  fevered  hiftorians,  and 
our  author  draws  a  melt  amiable  charafter  of  her  in 
lew  words,  in  his  noble  panegyric  upon  that  prince.. 
He  reprefents  her  (and  he  could  not  give  a  higher 
idea  of  her)  as  meriting  the  choice  of  that  excellent 
emperor  ;  of  a  lanftity  of  manners  worthy  of  ancient 
Rome  ;  plain  in  her.  habit,  modcil  in  her  equipage, 
and  polite  in  her  addrefs,  tShe  greatly  contributed, 
it  is  laid,  to  the  v/ife  choice  which  Trajan  made  of  . a 
fucccfibr ;  and  Adrian,  in  gratitude  for  her  good  of- 
1  i  3  fee* 
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to  do  fo.  At  the  fame  time  you  recommend  to 
me  Popilius  Artemifius  ;  and  accordingly  I  have 
performed  your  requeft.  You  tell  me  alfo  your 
vintage  has  proved  extremely  moderate.  That 
complaint,  notwithftanding  we  are  feparated  by 
l'uch  diftant  countries,  is  common  to  us  both. 
Your  focond  letter  informs  me,  that  you  are  em¬ 
ployed  in  dictating  and  writing  upon  a  fubject, 
wherein  you  have  me  ftrongly  in  view.  1  am 
much  obliged  to  you  ;  and  fhould  be  more  fo,  if 
you  would  give  me  the  pleafure  of  reading  your 
performance.  It  is  but  juft  indeed,  that  as  f 
communicate  to  )ou  all  my  compolkions,  you 
fhould  fuller  me  to  partake  of  yours,  even 
though  they  fhould  turn  upon  fubje&s  which 
concern  others.  You  promife  me  in  the  clbfc  of 
your  letter,  that  as  foon  as  you  fhall  be  informed 
with  certainty,  in  what  manner  I  intend  to.  dif? 
pofe  of  myfelf,  you  will  make  an  elopement 
from  your  family,  and  immediately  fly  to  me  :  I 
am  already  preparing,  certain  chains  for  you, 
which,  when  I  have  you  here,  you  will  by  no 
means  be  able,  to  break  through.  I  learn  from 
your  third,  that  my  oration  in  behalf  of  Clarius 
has  been  delivered  to  you,  which  appears,  it 
feems,  more  full  than  when  you  heard  it  pro¬ 
nounced.  It  is  fo,.  I  confefs  ;  for  1  afterwards 
very  conliderably  enlarged  it.  You  mention 
having  font  me  another  letter,  which  you  fay 
was  written  with  peculiar  elegance,  and  deftre  to 
know  if  I  have  received  it :  I  have  not,  but  im¬ 
patiently  wifh  for  its  arrival.  To  make  me  a- 
mends,  write  to  me  upon  every  the  firft  oppor¬ 
tunity,  and  pay  me  with  full  intereft  for  this  de¬ 
lay  j  which  I  fhall  compute,  be  allured,  at  the 

fices  to  him  in  that'  election,  dedicated  a  magnificent 
.  temple  to  her  memory,  at  Nifmes  in  Languedoc ; 
the  remains  of  which  are  ftill  t&  be  feen. 

hightft 
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higheft  rate :  for  tell  me,  can  I  acquit  ycu  upon 
more  reafonable  terms  ?  Farewell. 

Epi/i.  XXIX.  Pusy  to  Rusticus. 

AS  it  is  far  better  to  excel  in  any  fingle  art, 
than  to  arrive  only  at.  a  mediocrity  in 
feveral  ;  fo,  on  the  other  hand,  a  moderate  (kill 
in  feveral  is  to  be  preferred,  where  one  cannot 
attain  to  perfection  in  any.  Upon  this  maxim- 
it  is,  that  I  have  attempted  compofitions  of  va~ 
rious  forts,  as-  I  could  not  expeft  to  carry  any 
particular  one  to  its  higheft  point  of  excellency. 

I  hope,,  therefore,  when  you  read  any  perform¬ 
ance  of  mine,  you  will  coi.fider  it  with  that 
indulgence  which  is  due  to  an  author,  who  has 
not  confined-  himftlf  to  a  fingle  manner  of  wri¬ 
ting,  but  has  (truck  out  into  different  kinds.  In 
every  other  fort  of  workmanfhtp,’  the  number 
pleads  fome  excufe  for  the  deficiencies  of  the 
artift  ;  and  {hall  works  of  literature,  the  moit 
difficult  of-  all  others,  be  tried  by  a  feverer  law  f 
But  whilft  1  am  befj-eaking  your  candour,  am  I 
not  bringing  my  gi atitude  in  queftion  ?  For,  it 
you  receive  thefe  laft  pieces  with  the  fame  indul¬ 
gence  that  you  have  all  my  former,  1  have  more 
reafon  to  hope  for  your  applaufe,  than  to  fue  for 
your  pardon.  However,  your  pardon .  will  be 
fufficient.  Farewell. 

Epijl.  XXX.  Pliny  to  Geminius. 

YOU  have  frequently  in  converfation,  and 
lately  in  a  letter,  commended  your  friend 
Nonius  to  me  for  his  great  liberality  to  fome  par¬ 
ticular  perfbns  :  I  (hall  join  with  you  in  his  ap¬ 
plaufe,  if  his  bounty  is  not  confined  to  thofe  only. 
I  would  have  him  who  defires  to  fn'ew-himlelf 
influenced  by  afpirit  of  true  generofity.,  be  liberal 
to 
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to  his  count  ry,  his  kindred,  his  relations,  and 
his  friends  ;  his  friends,  I  mean,  in  diftrefs:  not 
like  thofe  who  chiefly  bellow  their  prelents, 
where  there  is  the  greateft  ability  to  make  re¬ 
turns.  I  do  not  look  upon  fuch  as  parting  with 
any  thing  of  their  own  ;  on  the  contrary,  1  con- 
fider  their  bounii.s  as  only  fo  many  difguiled 
baits,  thrown  out  with  a  defign  of  catching  the 
property  of  others.  Much  of  thefame  chaiacter 
are  thofe  who  defraud  one  man  in  order  to  be 
generous  to  another,  and  purfue  munificence 
through  the  paths  cf  avarice.  The  firft  and 
fundamental  principle  of  genuine  liberality,  is  to 
be  contented  with  one’s  own;  and  after  that  to 
cherifh  and  embrace  all  the  moll  indigent  of 
every  kind,  in  one  comprehenfiVe  circle  of  bene¬ 
volence.  If  your  friend  obfieves  this  rule  in  its 
full  extent,  he  is  entirely  to  be  commended  ;  if  he 
only  partially  purfue-:  it,  (bill  he  deferves  (in  a  1.1.'; 
degree  indeed,  however,  he  deferves)  applaufe  : . 
fo  uncommon  is  it  to  meet  with  an  inflar.ee  of 
gencrofity  even  of  the  moll  imperfedb  kind  !'  The 
lull  of  avarice  has  fo  totally  feised  upon  man¬ 
kind,  that  their  wealth  ferns  rather  to  pc. fiefs 
them,  than  they  to  pofiefs  their  wealth.  Fare¬ 
well. 


Epift.  XXXI.  Pliny  to  Sardus. 

I  Still  continued  with  you,  notwithftanding 
we  had  parted  :  for  I  entertained  myfelf  with 
reading  over  your  book.  And  I  frequently  te- 
peated  with  particular  for.dnefs  (I  honeftly  own 
it)  thofe  pafl’ages  of  which  I  am  the  fubjedl:  a 
fubjedb  upon  which,  indeed,  you  have  been  ex¬ 
tremely  copious.  With-  what  a  variety  of  ex- 
preffiun,  and  in  how  many  different  lights  have 
you  placed  the  fame  fentiments  concerning  the¬ 
fame  perfbn  i  Will  you  fuffer  me  to  mingle  my 
applaufes. 
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applaufes  with  my  acknowledgments  ?  I  can  do 
neither,  fufficiently  ;  and  if  I  could,  there  would 
be  fomething,  I  fear,  of  vanity,  in  making  that 
the  fubjetSl  of  my  prai/b,  which  is,  in  truth,  the 
object.  of  my  thanks.  I  will  only  add  then,  that 
1  thought  your  compliments  to  me  railed  the 
merit  of  your  performance;  as  the  merit  of  your 
performance  heightened  the  pleafure  of  your 
compliments.  Farewell. 

Epift.  XXXII.  Pliny  to  Titianus. 

WHat  are  you  doing  ?  and  what  do  you 
propofe  to  do?  As  for  mylelf,  I  pal's  my 
life  in  the  mod  agreeable,  that  is,  in  the  mod  dii— 
engaged  manner  imaginable.  I  do  not  find  my- 
felf,  therefore,  in  the  humour  to  write  a  long  let¬ 
ter,  though  1  am  to  read  one.  I  am  too  much 
a  man  of  pleafure  for  the  former,  and  juft  idle 
enough  for  the  latter :  for  none  are  morfc  indo¬ 
lent,  you  know,  than  the  voluptuous,  or  have 
more  curiofity  than  thofe  who  have  nothing  to 
do.  Farewell. 

Epift.  XXXIII.  Pliny  to  Caninius. 

I  Have  met  with  a  ftory,  which,  though  it  is 
fuppcrted  by  undoubted  credit,  has  all  the 
air  of  fable,  and  would  afford  a  very  proper  fub  - 
jeft  for  the  fub'.imity  of  your  lively,  and  truly 
poetical  genius.  It  was  related  to  me  the  other 
day  at  table,  where  the  converfation  happened 
to  turn  upon  various  kinds  of  miraculous  events. 
The  perfon  who  gave  the  account,  was  a  man 
of  uniufpofted  veracity  :  —  but  what  has  a  poet 
to  do  with  truth  ?  However,  you  might  venture 
to  rely  upon  his  teftimony,  even  though  you  had. 
the  character  of  a  faithful  hiftorian  to  fupport. 
There  is  in  Afiica  a  town  called  Hippo,  fituated 
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not  far  from  the  fea-coaft  :  it  {lands  upon  a  navi¬ 
gable  lake,  from  whence  a  current  runs  into  the 
main  ocean,  which  ebbs  and  flows  with  the  fea. 
Perfons  of  all  ages  divert  themlelves  here  with 
fifhing,  failing,  or  fwimming;  Specially  boys, 
whom  love  ot  play  and  idleneis  bring  hither. 
The  conteft  among  them  is,  who  {hall  have  the 
glory  of  fwimming  fartheft;  and  he  that  leaves  the 
fhoreand  his  companions  at  the  greateft  diltance, 
gains  the  victory.  It  happened  in  one  of  thefe 
tiials  of  {kill,  that  a  certain  boy,  more  bold  than 
the  reft,  launched  out  towards  the  oppollte  fhore. 
He  was  met  by  a  dolphin  *,  who  fometimes 
fwam  before  him,  and  lometirnes  behind  him, 
then  played  round  him,  and  at  laft  took  him  up¬ 
on  his  back,  then  let  him  down,  and  afterwards 
took  him  up  again ;  and  thus  carried  the  poor 
frighted  boy  out  into  the  deepeft  part ;  when  im¬ 
mediately  he  turns  back  again  to  the  {horc,  and 
lands  him  among  his  companions.  The  fame 
of  this,  remarkable  accident  {pread  through  the 
town,  and  crouds  of  people  flqclced  round  the 
boy  (whom  they  viewed  as  a  kind  pf  prodigy)  to. 
alk  him  queftions  and  hear  him  relate  the  Itory. 
The  nepft  day  the  {bore  was  lined:  with  multi¬ 
tudes  of  fpe£tators,  all  attentively  obferving  the 
ocean,  and  (what  indeed  is  almoft  itlelf  an  ocean) 
the  lake.  In  the  mean  while  the  boys  fwam 
as  ufual,  and  among  the  reft,  the  youth  I  am 
f.eaking  of  went  into  the  lake,  but  with  more 
caution  than  before.  The  dolphin  appeared  a- 
gain,  and  came  Co  the  boy,  who  together  with  his 
companions  fwam  away  with  the  uttnoft  preci- 

*  This  animal  is  celebrated  by  feveral  of  the  an¬ 
cients  for  its  philanthropy,  and  Pliny  the  elder,  in 
particular,  relates  this  very  flory,  among  other  in- 
fences,  in  confirmation  of  that  notion.  See  Plin. 
hill,  nat.  I.  9.  c.  8. 

pitaticn. 
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nitation.  The  dolphin,  as  it  were,  to  invite  and 
recall  them,  bounded  and  dived  up  and  down, 
winding  about  in  a  thoufand  different  circles, 
This  he  pradtiied  for  feveral  days  together,  rill 
the  people  (accuftomed  from  their  infancy  to  the 
fea)  began  to  be  afhamed  of  their  timidity.  They 
ventured,  therefore,  to  advance  nearer,  playing 
with  him  and  calling  him  to  them,  while  he,  in 
return,  fuftcred  himfelf  to  be  touched  and  ftroked. 
Ufe  rendered  them  more  courageous  :  The  boy, 
in  particular,  who  firft  made  the  experiment, 
fwam  by  the  fide  of  him,  and  leaping  upon  hi* 
baclc,  was  carried  about  in  that  manner :  thus 
they  began  to  be  fond  of  and  acquainted  with 
each  other.  There  feemed  now,  indeed,  to  be 
no  fear  on  either  fide,  the  confidence  of  the  one 
and  tarr.cncfs  of  the  other  mutually  increafing  ; 
the  reft  of  the  boys  in  the  mean  while  furround¬ 
ing  and  encouraging  their  companion.  It  is 
very  remarkable,  that  this  dolphin  was  followed 
by  a  fecond,  which  feemed  only  as  a  fpedlator 
and  attendant  on  the  former;  for  he  did  not  at 
all  fubmit  to  the  fame  familiarities  as  the  firft, 
but  only  conducted  him  backwards  and  forwards, 
as  the  boys  did  their  comrade.  But  what  is 
farther  furprifing,  and  no  Ids  true  than  that  I 
have  already  related,  is,  this  dolphin  who  thus 
pliyed  with  the  boys  and  carried  them  upon  his 
back,  would  come  upon  the  fhore,  dry  himfelf  in 
the  fand,  and  as  foon  as  he  grew  warm,  roll  back 
into  the  fea.  Otftavius  Avitus,  deputy-governor 
of  the  province,  from  an  abfurd  piece  of  fuperfti- 
tion,  poured  *  fome  precious  ointment  over  him 
*  It  was  a  religious  ceremony  pra&ifed  by  the 
ancients,  to  pour  precious  ointments  upon  the  l'tatues 
of  their  gods:  Avitus,  it  is  probable,  imagined  this 
dolphin  was  fome  lea-divinity,  and  therefore  exprefied 
his  veneration  of  him  by  .lie  foiemnity  of  a  faciei 
unftion. 
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as  he  lay  on  the  Ihore  :  the  novelty  and  fmell 
of  which  made  him  retire  into  the  ocean,  and 
it  was  not  till  after  feveral  days  that  he  was  feen 
again,  when  he  appeared  dull  and  languid  ;  how¬ 
ever,  he  recovered  his  ftrengih,  and  continued 
his  ufual  wanton  tricks.  All  the  magillrates 
round  the  country  flocked  hither  to  view  this 
fight,  the  entertainment  of  whom  upon  their  ar¬ 
rival,  and  during  their  (lay,  was  an  additional 
expenle,  which  the  (lender  finances  of  this  little 
community  would  ill  afford;  befides,  the  quiet 
and  retirement  of  the  place  was  utterly  deftroyed. 
It  was  thought  proper  therefore  to  remove  the 
occafion  of  this  concourfe,  by  privately  killing 
the  poor  dolphin.  And  now,  with  what  a  flow 
of  tendernefs  will  you  deferibe  this  fad  *  cata- 
ftrophe  !  and  how  will  your  genius  adorn  and 
heighten  this  moving  ftory!  1  hough,  indeed,  it 
does  not  require  any  fiititious  embellilhinents  ; 
it  will  be  fufficient  to  place  the  real  circumftances 
in  their  full  light.  Farewell. 

*  The  overflowing  humanity  of  Pliny’s  temper 
breaks  out  upon  all  occafions,  but  he  difeovers  it  in 
nothing  more  ftrongly  than  by  the  impreiiion  which 
this  little  ftory  appears  to  have  made  upon  him. 
True  benevolence,  indeed,  extends  itielf  through  the 
whole  compafs  of  exiltence,  and  fymphathizes  with 
the  diftrefs  of  every  creature  capable  of  fenfition. 
Little  minds  may  be  apt  to  ccnfider  a  ccmpaffion  of 
this  inferior  kind,  as  an  inrtance  of  weaknefs  ;  but 
it  is  undoubtedly  the  evidence  of  a  noble  nature. 
Homer  thought  it  not  unbecoming  the  character 
even  of  a  hero,  to  melt  into  tears  at  a  diltrel's  of  this 
fort,  and  has  given  us  a  molt  amiable  and  afiedting 
pidture  of  Ulyftes  weeping  over  his  faithful  dog  Ar¬ 
gus,  when  lie  expires  at  his  feet. 
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Epift.  XXXIV.  Pliny  to  Trakquillus. 

I  AM  under  a  ftrange  difficulty,  which  you  muft 
fettle.  I  have  not,  I  am  told,  a  good  manner 
of  reading  verfes :  my  talent  lying  chiefly  in  re¬ 
citing  orations,  I  fucceed  fo  much  the  worl'c,  it 
feems,  in  poetry.  I  defign  theiefore,  as  I  am  to 
recite  fbme  poems  to  my  particular  friends,  to 
make  ufe  of  my  freedman  for  that  purpofe.  It 
is  an  inftance,  1  own,  of  my  treating  them  with 
little  ceremony,  that  I  employ  a  per  fun  who  is 
not  himfelf  very  expert  in  this  way.  However, 
he  will'perform,  I  know',  better  than  I  can,  pro¬ 
vided  his  fears  do  not  di 'concert  him  ;  fur  he  is 
as  unpradtifeda  reader  as  I  am  a  poet.  Now  the 
important  queflion  is,  how  I  {hall  behave  while 
he  is  reading  j  whether  I  {hall  fit  in  a  fixed  and 
indolent  polture,  or  follow  him  as  he  pronounces, 
with  my  eyes,  hands,  and  voice  ;  a  manner  which 
fome,  you  know,  pradtife  ?  But  I  am  apprehen- 
five  I  can  beat  time  *  no  better  than  I  can  read .  I 
repeat  it  again  therefore,  you  rnuft  extricate  ir:c 
out  of  this  wondrous  difficulty,  and  write  me 
word  whether  you  think  it  more  excufible  to 
read  ill,  than  to  pradlife  or  omit  any  of  the 
weighty  citcumftances  above  mentioned.  Fare¬ 
well. 

Epift.  XXXV.  Pliny  to  Arnus. 

I  Have  received  the  book,  which  you  flnt  me, 
and  return  you  thanks  for  it :  but  am  at  pre- 

*  In  the  original  it  is  called  faltatio,  which  incurs 
a  motion  of  the  hands  accommodated. either  to.  ones 
own  or  another’s  elocution.  Our  language  does  not 
lupply  a  proper  word  for  this  gtfeure. 

Vol.  II.  K  k  f.n; 
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font  Co  rruch  engaged,  that  I  have  not  time  to 
read  it:  which,  however,  I  impatiently  wifh  to 
do.  I  have  that  high  reverence  for  learning  in 
general,  and  for  your  compofirions  in  particular, 
that  I  think  it  a  fort  of  profanation  to  approach 
them  but  with  a  mind  entirely  difengaged. — I 
cMremtly  approve  of  your  care  in  revifing  your 
works  ;  remember,  however,  this  exadlnefs  has 
its  limits:  coo  much  poiifhing  rather  weakens 
than  ftrcnglhens  a  performance.  Befides,  this 
c-xcetlivc  delicacy,  while  it  calls  one  off  from 
other  purfuits,  no'  only  prevents  any  new  at¬ 
tempts,  but  does  not  even  finifh  what  it  has  be¬ 
gun.  Farewell. 

Epijl.  XXXVI.  Pliny  to  Fuscus. 

YOU  defire  to  know  in  what  manner  I  dif- 
pofe  of  my  time,  in  fummer,  at  my  villa  at 
T ulculum.  I  rife  juft  when  I  find  myfelf  in  the 
humour,  though  generally  with  the  iun  j  fome- 
times  indeed  looncr,  but  feldom  later.  When 
i  am  up,  I  continue  to  keep  the  fliutters  of  my 
chamber-windows  clofed,  as  darknefs  and  filence 
wonderfully  promote  meditation.  Thus  free 
and  abftra&ed  from  thofe  outward  objects  which 
diffipate  attention,  I  am  left  to  my  own  thoughts  ; 
nor  fuffer  my  mind  to  wander  with  my  eyes,  but 
keep  my  eyes  in  fubje&ion  to  my  mind,  which, 
when  they  are  not  diftra£ted  by  a  multiplicity  of 
external  objects,  fee  nothing  but  what  the  imagi¬ 
nation  reprefents  to  them.  If  I  have  any  cornpo- 
fition  upon  my  hands,  th>s  is  the  time  I  chufe 
to  confider  it,  not  only  with  refpedt  to  the  gene¬ 
ral  plan,  but  even  the  ftyle  and  exprefilon,  which 
I  fettle  and  correct  as  if  I  were  actually  writing. 
In  this  manner  I  compofe  more  or  lefs  as  the 
fubjedb  is  more  or  lefs  difficult,  and  I  find  my¬ 
felf  able  o  retain  it.  Then  I  call  my  fecretary. 
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and,  opening  the  Ihutters,  1  dictate  to  him  what 
I  have  compofed,  after  waich  I  difmifs  him  f.r  a 
little  while,  and  then  call  him  in  again.  About 
ten  or  eleven  of  the  clock,  (for  1  do  not  obferve 
one  fixed  hour),  according  as  the  weather  proves, 
I  either  walk  upon  my  teirace,  or  in  the  covered 
portico,  and  there  1  continue  to  mcditite  or  dic¬ 
tate  what  remains  upon  the  fubjedt  in  which  i. 
am  engaged.  From  thence  I  get  into  my  chariot, 
where  I  employ  nnielf  as  before,  when  l  wa, 
walking  or  in  my  ftudy  ;  and  imd  this  changing 
of  the  Uene  preierves  and  enlivens  my  attention. 
At  my  icturn  home,  I  repole  myfclf ;  then  i  take 
a  walk,  and  after  that,  repeat  aloud  fome  Greek 
or  Latin  oration,  not  fo  much  for  tho  fake  of 
ftrengthening  my  elocution  *  as  'my  digeftion  ; 
though  indeed  the  voice  at  the  lame  time  finds, 
its  account  in  this  practice.  Then  I  walk  again, 
am  anointed,  take  my  exercifts,  and  go  into  the 
bath.  At  fupper,  if  I  have  only  my  wife,  01  a 
few  fiiends  with  me,  fome  author  is  read  to  us ; 
and  after  fupper  v—  are  entertained  either  with 
mufic,  or  an  interlude.  When  that  is  fit. idled, 
I  take  my  walk  with  my  family,  in  the  number 
of  which  I  am  not  without  fome  perfons  of  lite¬ 
rature.  Thus  we  pafs  our  evenings  in  various 
converfation  ;  and  the  day,  even  when  it  is  at 
the  longed,  deals  away  imperceptibly.  Upon 
fome  occafions,  I  change  the  order  in  certain  of 
the  articles  above  mentioned.  For  inftar.ee,  if  I 

*  By  the  regimen  which  Pliny  here  follows,  one 
would  imagine,  if  he  had  not  told  us  who  were  his- 
phyficians,  that  the  celebrated  Cclfus  was  in  the 
number.  That  author  exprefsly  recommends  read¬ 
ing  aloud,  and  afterwards  walking,  as  beneficial  in 
diiorders  of  the  flomacli :  Si  quis  jtomacho  labor  at , 
legtre  clare  debet  :  pofi  leSlionem,  anbulare,  EsV.  Cell! 
medic.  1.  t.  c.  S. 
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have  ftudied  longer  or  walked  more  than  ufual, 
after  my  fecond  deep,  and  reading  an  oration  or 
too  aloud,  inftead  of  ufing  m'y  chariot  I  get  on 
horfi-back  ;  by  u  hich  means  I  take  as  much  ex- 
crcife,  and  lufe  lefi  time.  The  vifits  of  my  friends 
from  the  neighbouring  villages  claim  fome  part 
of  the  day  ;  and  Ibmetimes,  by  an  agreeable  in¬ 
terruption,  they  come  in  very  feafonably  to  re¬ 
lieve  me  when  I  am  fatigued.  I  now  and  then 
amufr  myfelf  with  fporcing,  but  always  take  my 
tablets  into  the  fields,  that  though  I  fhould  not 
hieet  with  game,  1  may  at  leaft  bring  home  fbme- 
thing.  Part  of  my  time  too  (though  not  fo  much 
as  they  defire)  is  allotted  to  my  tenants ;  and  I 
find  their  rulHc  complaints  give  a  zeft  to  my 
flu  lies  and  engagements  of  the  politer  kind. 
Fat  ewell. 

Epljl.  XXXVH.  Pliny  to  Paulinus. 

AS  you  are  not  of  a  difpofuion  to  expert  frora 
your  friends  the  common  ceremonies  of 
the  world,  when  they  cannot  obferve  them  with¬ 
out  inconvenience  to  themfelves ;  fo  I  too  warmly 
love  you  to  be  apprehenfive  you  will  take  other- 
wile  than  I  wifh  you  fhould,  my  not  waiting 
upon  yon  on  the  firft  day  of  your  entrance  upon 
the  confular  office;  efpecially  as  I  am  detained 
here  by  the  necefiity  of  letting  my  farms  upon 
long  lvafes.  I  am  obliged  to  enter  upon  an  en¬ 
tire  new  meihod  with  my  tenants;  for  under 
the  former  leafes,  though  1  made  them  very  con- 
fide.-able  abatements,  they  have  run  greatly  in 
ariear.  For  this  reafon  fevcral  of  them  have, 
not  only  taken  no  fort  of  care  to  leflen  a  debt, 
which  tney  found  themfelves  incapable  of  whol¬ 
ly  diicharging;  but  even  feized  and  confirmed 
all  the  produce  of  the  lands,  in  the  belief  that  it 
would  now  be  uo  advantage  to  themfelves  to 
fpare 
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fpare  it.  I  muft  therefore  obviate  this  incrrrr  ng 
evil,  and  endeavour  to  find  out  fome  remedy  a- 
gainft  it.  The  only  one  I  can  think  of  is,  not 
to  relerve  my  ren:  >n  money,  but  in  kind,  and 
fi>  place  fome  of  my  fervants  to  overlook  the 
tillage,  and  guard  the  ftock ;  as  indeed  there  is 
no  fort  of  revenue  more  agreeable  to  rcafon,  than 
what  ariles  from  the  bounty  of  the  foil,  the  fea- 
fons  and  the  climate.  It  is  true,  this  method 
will  require  great  integrity  and  diligent  atten¬ 
dance  in  the  perfon  i  appoint  niy  bailivf,  and  put 
me  to  the  expcide  of  employing  many  hands. 
However,  I  mult  Inward  the  experiment ;  and, 
as  in  an  inveterate  diltemper,  try  every  change 
of  remedy.  You  lee,  it  is  not  any  pieafurable 
indulgence,  that  prevents  my  attending  you  on 
the  iii  It  day  of  your  conl'ullhip.  1  fir  all  celebrate 
it  nevertheleis,  as  much  as  if  1  were  prelent,  and 
pay  nry  vows  fer  you  here,  with  all  the  warmeft 
lentiments  of  jo.y  anJ  congratulation.  Farewell. 

Rpijl.  XXXVIII.  Pliny  to  Saturninus. 

YES,  I  fmcerely  applaud  your  friend  Rufus  ; 

not  fceraufe  you  defire  me,  but  becaufc  I 
think  he  highly  merits  approbation.  1  have  read 
his  very  finitlnd  performance;  to  which,  thru_h 
my  affection  for  the  author  added  a  confiderablc 
recommendation,  yet  it  did  not  blind  my  judg¬ 
ment  :  for  the  malicious  critic  is  not,  1  unit, 
the  only  judicious  reader.  Farewell. 

Epiji.  XXXIX.  Pliny  to  Mustius. 

IN  compliance  with  tire  advice  of  the  *  aru- 
fpices,  1  intend  to  rebuild  and  enlarge  the 

*  The  bufmefs  of  the  arufpices  was,  to  examine 
the  berths  which  were  offered  in  facrif.cc,  and  from 
thence  to  foretell  the  foccel's  of  any  enterpii.'e. 

1C  k  3  ‘  temple 
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temple  of  Ceres,  which  (lands  upon  my  eftate. 
It  is  indeed  a  very  ancient  fabric,  and  though 
extremely  (mail,  yet  upon  a  certain  dated  anni- 
verfaty  is  much  frequented.  On  the  13th  of 
September  great  numbers  of  people  from  all  the 
country  round  aflemble  there,  at  which  time 
many  affairs  are  tranfafted,  and  many  vows  paid 
and  offered  ;  but  there  is  no  flielter  for  them  a- 
gainft  the  inclemency  of  the  weather.  I  ima¬ 
gine,  then,  I  (hall  Jo  at  once  an  aft  of  piety  and 
munificence,  if  at  the  fame  time  that  I  build  a 
beautiful  temple,  I  add  to  it  a  fpacious  portico 
the  fird  for  the  fervice  of  the  goddcf3,  the  other, 
for  the  ufe  of  the  people.  I  beg  therefore  you 
would  purchafe  for  me  four  marble  pillars,  of 
whatever  kind  you  (hall  think  proper;  as  alfo  a 
quantity  of  marble  for  laying  the  floor  and  in- 
cruding  the  walls.  You  mud  likewife  either 
%uy  a  datue  of  the  goddds,  or  procure  one  to 
be  made;. for  age  has  maimed,  in  fome  parts,  the 
ancient  one  of  wood  which  (lands  there  at  pre- 
(ent.  With  refpeft  to  the  portico,  I  do  not  re¬ 
collect  there  is  any  thing  you  can  fend  rr.e  that 
will  be  (erviceable ;  unlefs  you  will  (ketch  me 
out  a  plan  fuicable  to  the  fituation  of  the  place. 
It  is  n<  t  practicable  to  build  it  round  the  temple, 
beca..fe  it  is  encompafied  on  one  fide  by  the 
river  whole  banks  are  exceedingly  deep  ;  and  on. 
the  other,  by  the  high  road.  Beyond  this  road 
lies  a  very  large  meadow,  in  which  the  portico 
may  be  conveniently  enough  placed,  oppofite  to. 
the  temple  ;  unlels  you,  who  know  fo  well  how 
to  conquer  the  inconv.eniencies.of  nature,  by  art, 
can  propofe  lame  better  fituation.  Farewell. 
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Epiji.  XL.  Pliny  to  Fuscus. 

YOU  are  much  pleafed,  I  find,  with  the  ac¬ 
count  I  gave  you  in  my  former  *  letter,  of 
the  manner  in  which  I  fpend  rhe  fummer-feafon 
at  X ufculum  ;  and  defne  to  know  what  alteration 
I  make  in  my  method,  when  I  am  at  Laurenti- 
num  in  the  winter?  None  at  all,  except  abrid¬ 
ging  myftlf  of  my  fleep  at  noon,  and  employing' 
part  of  the  night  in  ftudy  ;  and  if  any  caufe  re¬ 
quires  my  attendance  at  Rome,  (which  in  win¬ 
ter  very  frequently  happens),  inftead  of  having 
interludes  or  mufic  after  fupper,  1  meditate  upon 
what  I  have  dictated,  and,  by  often  revifing  it  in 
my  own  mind,  fix  it  in  my  memory.  Thus  [ 
have  given  you  my  fcheme  of  life  in  fummer  and 
winter  ;  to  which  you  may  add  the  intermediate 
feafons  of  fpring  and  autumn.  As  at  thofe  times 
I  lofe  nothing  of  the  day,  (b  I  ftudy  but  little  in 
the  night.  Farewell. 


BOOK  X. 

Containing  Pliny’s  Epiftles  to  Trajan,  and. 
thofe  of  Trajan  to  Pliny. 

Ept/l.  |  I.  Pliny  to  the  Emperor  Trajan. 

THE  dutiful  afFeftion  you  bore,  raoft  (acred 
Emperor,  to  your  auguft  father,  made 
you 

*  See  let.  36.  of  this  book. 

■f  The  greater  part  of  the  following  letters,  were 
written  by  Pliny  during  his  adminiftration  in  the 
province  of  Bithynia.  They  are  of  a  ftyle  and  cha¬ 
racter  extremely  different  from  thofe  in  the  preceding 
collection  ;  whence  feme  critics  have  injudicic  ufly 
inferred, 
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you  wUh  it  might  be  late  ere  you  fucceeded 
him.  But  the  immortal  gods  thought  proper  to 
haften  the  advancement  of  thofe  virtues  to  the 
helm  of  the  commonwealth,  which  had  already 
lb  fuccefsfully  fhared  in  the  conduct  of  it  *.  May 
you  then,  and  the  world  through  your  means, 
enjoy  every  profperity  worthy  of  your  times  ;  to 
which  let  me  add  my  wilhes,  moll  excellent  Em¬ 
peror,  upon  a  private  as  well  as  public  account, 

inferred,  that  they  are  the  produflion  of  another 
hand  ;  not  conlidering,  that  the  occafion  nrceffar.'ly 
required  a  different  manner.  In  letters  of  bufinefs, 
as  thefe  chiefly  are,  turn  and  fentiinent  would  be 
foreign  and  impertinent;  politenefs  and  elegance  of 
exprelfion  being  the  effentials  that  conftituce  per¬ 
fection  in  this  kind:  and  in  that  view,  though  ihey 
may  be  leis  entertaining,  they  have  not  lels  meric 
than  the  former.  But  befsdes  their  particular  excel¬ 
lence  as  letters,  they  have  a  farther  recommendation 
as  fo  many  valuable  pieces  of  hiilory,  by  throwing  a 
ftrong  light  upon  the  character  of  one  of  the  moil  a- 
miable  and  glorious  princes  in  the  Roman  annals. 
Trajan  appears  throughout,  in  the  moft  ftriking  atti¬ 
tude  that  majefty  c.in  be  placed  ;  in  the  exertion  of 
power  to  the  godlike  purpofes  of  juilice  and  benevo¬ 
lence  :  and  what  one  of  the  ancient  hiftorians  ha-: 
faid  of  him,  is  here  clearly  verified,  that  he  rather 
thofe  to  be  loved  than  flattered  by  his  people.  To 
have  been  diftinguiihed  by  the  favour  and  friendihip 
of  a  monarch  of  fo  exalted  a  charaSer,  is  an  honour 
that  reflects  the  brightell  luftre  upon  our  author  ;  as 
to  have  been  ferved  and  celebrated  by  a  courtier  of 
Pliny’s  genius  and  virtues,  is  the  noble!!  monument 
of  glory  that  could  have  been  railed  to  Trajan. 

*  Nerva,  who  fucceeded  Domitian,  reigned  but 
fixteen  months  and  a  few  dav.-.  Before  his  death  he 
not  only  adopted  Trajan,  aud  named  him  for  his 
fucceifor,  but  uilually  admitted  him  into  a  iliaie  of 
the  government  .  giving  him  the  titles  of  Caj'ar , 
Cermatiicus ,  and  Imferator.  Vid.  Plir..  Paneg. 
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that  your  health  and  fpirits  may  be  preserved  firm 
and  unbroken. 

Epiji.  II.  Pliny  to  the  Emperor  Trajan. 

YOU  have  occafioned  me.  Sir,  an  inex- 
preflible  pleafure,  by  thinking  me  worthy 
of  enjoying  the  privilege  which  the  laws  confer 
on  thofe  who  have  three  children.  For  though 
it  was  an  indulgence  to  the  requeft  of  your  very 
affectionate  and  worthy  friend  bervilianus,  that 
you  granted  this  favour ;  yet  I  have  the  fatisfac- 
tion  to  find  by  the  words  of  your  refciipt,  that 
you  complied  the  more  willingly,  as  his  applica¬ 
tion  was  in  my  behalf.  I  cannot  but  look  upon 
myfelf  as  in  pofilffion  of  my  utmoft  wilh,  after 
having  thus  received,  at  the  entrance  of  your  au- 
fpicious  government,  fo  diftinguifhing  a  nmk  of 
your  peculiar  favour  ;  at  the  fame  time  that  it 
confiderably  heightens  my  defire  of  leaving  a  fa¬ 
mily  behind  me.  I  was  not  without  this  inclina¬ 
tion  even  in  thofe  mod  wretched  times  *  ;  as  my 
two  marriages  will  eafily  incline  you  to  believe. 
But  the  gods  decreed  it  better,  by  referving  eve¬ 
ry  valuable  privilege  to  the  bounty  of  your  gene¬ 
rous  difpenfations.  And  indeed  the  pleafure  of 
being  a  father  will  be  fo  much  more  accepta¬ 
ble  to  me  now,  that  I  can  enjoy  it  in  full  freedom 
and  fecurity. 

Epiji.  III.  Pliny  to  the  Emperor  Trajan. 

THE  ample  experience.  Sir,  I  have  had  of 
your  unbounded  generofity  to  me,  in  my 
own  perfon,  encourages  me  to  hope  I  may  be  yet 
farther  obliged  to  it,  in  favour  of  my  friends. 
Voconius  Romanus  (who  lives  and  was  bred  up 
with  me)  claims  the  firft  rank  in  that  number ; 
*  Alluding  to  the  execrable  reign  of  Domitian. 
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in  confequence  of  which  I  petitioned  your  facred 
father  to  promote  him  to  the  dignity  of  the  fena- 
torial  order.  But  the  completion  of  my  .equeif 
is  referved  to  your  goodnefs  j  for  his  mother  had 
not  then  advanced,  in  the  manner  the  law  direfls, 
the  four  hundred  thoufand  feftetces  which  fhe  en¬ 
gaged  to  give  him,  in  her  letter  to  the  emperor 
your  late  father  :  This,  however,  by  my  advice 
fhe  has  fince  done,  having  conveyed  to  him  a 
fufficient  eftate  in  land,  with  all  the  neceflary  for¬ 
malities.  The  difficulties  therefore  being  remo¬ 
ved  which  deferred  our  wifhes,  it  is  with  full  con¬ 
fidence  I  venture  to  allure  you  of  the  merit  of  my 
friend  Romanus,  heightened  and  adorned  as  it  is, 
not  only  by  the  liberal  and  polite  arts,  but  by 
his  extraordinary  tenderr.efs  to  his  parents.  It  is 
to  that  virtue  he  owes  the  prefent  liberality  of  his 
mother,  as  well  as  his  immediate  *  l'uccellion  to 
his  late  father’s  eftate,  and  his  having  been  adopt¬ 
ed  by  his  father-in  law.  To  thefe  perfonal  qua¬ 
lifications,  the  wealth  and  rank  of  his  family  give 
an  increafe  of  luftre  j  as  I  perfuade  myfelf  it  will 
be  fome  additional  recommendation  to  your  fa¬ 
vour,  that  I  folicit  in  his  behalf.  Let  me  then 
entreat  you,  Sir,  to  put  it  in  my  power  to  con¬ 
gratulate  Romanus,  on  an  occafion  fo  highly  a- 
greeable  to  me ;  and  at  the  fame  time  to  gracify 
an  eager,  and  1  hope  a  laudable  ambition  of  be¬ 
ing  able  to  boaft,  that  your  favourable  regards 
are  extended,  not  only  to  myfelf,  but  alfo  to  my 
friend. 

*  Meaning,  perhaps,  that  though  he  was  under 
age  when  his  father  died,  yet  he  had  fo  much  con¬ 
fidence  in  the  prudence  of  Romanus,  that  he  did  not 
appoint  him,  as  ufual,.  a  guardian  by  his  will ;  but 
left  him  to  the  immediate  pofleflion  ofhis  ellate. 
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Epijl.  IV.  [xx.]  *  Pliny  to  the  Emperor 
Trajan. 

WHen  by  your  gracious  indulgence,  Sir, 

I  was  promoted  to  the  head  of  the 
f  treafury  of  Saturn,  I  immediately  renounced 
all 

*  N-  P.  The  following  letters,  to  the  30th,  are 
not  ranged  in  the  fame  order  as  they  are  placed  in. 
any  of  the  Latin  editions.;  the  editor  having  taken 
the  liberty  of  changing  their  fituation,  for  the  fake 
of  bringing  fome  letters  together  which  throw  a 
light  upon  each  other.  The  figures  included  be¬ 
tween  this  mark  []  refer  to  the  order  in  which  they 
commonly  tend. 

+  The  public  treafure  was  kept  in  the  temple  of 
Saturn,  where  the  fpoils  of  the  conquered  nations 
were  depofited.  Julius  Csefar  feized  upon  this  tem¬ 
ple  in  the  time  of  the  civil  war ;  and  what  an  im- 
menfe  wealdi  that  threw  into  his  hands,  may  be 
judged  by  the  elegant  defeription  which  Lucan  gives 
of  die  riches  it  contained. 

At  length  the  /acred Jlorehoufe  open  laid , 

The  hoarded  wealth  of  ages  paft  dif play'd  : 

There  might  be  feen  the  Jams  proud  Carthage  fent. 
Her  long  impending  ruin  to  prevent ; 

There  heap’d  the  Macedonian  treafures  /hone, 

What  great  F/atninius  and  AEmilius  won 
From  vanquijh' d  Philip,  and  his  helple/s  /on. 

There  lay  what  /lying  Pyrrhus  loft,  the  gold 
Scorn'd  by  the  patriot's  honcjly  of  old  ; 

W hat  e’er  our  parjimanious  /ires  could  five  : 

What  tributary  gifts  rich  Syria  gave  ; 

The  hundred  Cretan  cities  ample  Jpoil ; 

What  Cato  gather'd  from  the  Cyprian  i/e. 

Riches  of  captive  kings  by  Pompey  born 
In  happier  days  his  triumph  to  adorn. 

From  utmoft  India,  and  the  fifing  morn  ; 

Wealth  infinite  !  Luca  i.  iii.  1  r  c,. 
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all  engagements  Df  the  bar,  (as  indeed  I  never 
olended  oufineis  of  that  kind  with  the  functions 
of  the  ftate),  that  no  avocations  might  call  oft'  my 
attention  from  the  poft  to  which  l  was  appointed. 
P'or  this  reafon  when  the  people  of  Africa  peti¬ 
tioned  that  I  might  undertake  their  caufe  againft 
Marius  Prifcus,  I  excufed  myfelf  from  that  of¬ 
fice  ;  and  accordingly  my  excufc  was  admitted. 
But  when  afterwards  the  coniiil  eledt  propofed, 
that  the  fenate  fhould  apply  to  us  again,  and  en¬ 
deavour  to  prevail  with  us  to  yield  to  its  inclina¬ 
tions,  and  fufFer  our  names  to  be  thrown  into  the 
*  urn,  I  thought  it  mod  fuitable  to  that  tran¬ 
quillity  and  good  order  which  lb  happily  diftin- 
guifhes  your  times,  not  to  oppofe  (efpecially  in 
fo  reafonable  an  article)  the  will  of  that  auguft 
aflembly.  And,  as  1  am  defirous  that  all  my 
words  and  actions  may  be  approved  by  your  ex- 

Pliny  the  elder  has  given  a  particular  account  of 
this  treafure  which  Cadar  feized,  both  In  gold  and 
filver  plate  and  in  coin  ;  the  amount  of  which,  accor¬ 
ding  to  Dr  Arbuthnoc’s  computation,  is  1,093,979  1. 
3  s.  4  d.  But  if  there  is  no  miftake  in  thefe 
fums,  Caefar  did  not  take  away  by  far  fo  much 
as  he  brought  in  ;  for  Plutarch  relates,  that  he 
placed  at  one  time  in  the  treafury  6;, 000  talents  ; 
which,  according  to  die  fame  ingenious  author’s 
calculation,  is  equivalent  to  12,593,730  pounds. 
Arb.  Tab-  191. 

*  Other  fenators,  as  well  as  Pliny,  had  excufed 
themi'elves,  it  Teems,  from  undertaking  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  this  caufe :  it  was  propqfed  therefore,  that 
they  lhould  caft  lots  ;  which  i>  the  meaning  of  “  fuffer- 
“  ing  their  names  to  be  thrown  into  an  urn  being 
made  ufe  of  in  decifiuns  of  this  kind.  Accordingly 
the  lot  fell  upon  our  author,  and  his  great  friend  the 
famous  Cornelius  Tacitus.  See  b.  2.  let.  il.  where 
there  is  a  full  account  of  this  trial.  ■ 
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cmplary  virtue,  I  hope  you  will  think  iny  com¬ 
pliance  was  proper. 


Epijl.  V.  [xxi.]  The  Emperor  Trajan  to 
Pliny. 


7  OU  acted  as  became 
t  worthy  lenator,  by 
the  jult  injunctions  of  that 
I  have  full  confidence  you  v 


a  good  citizen  and  a 
paying  obedience  to 
auguft  afiombly  :  and 
will  faithfully  dil'charge 


tiie  part  you  have  undertaken. 


Epijl .  VI.  [iv.]  Pliny  to  the  Emperor 
Trajan. 

T  ~T  Aving  been  attacked  laft  year  by  a  fevere 
I  |  and  dangerous  illnefs,  I  employed  a  *  phy- 
fician,  whole  care  and  diligence,  Sir,  1  cannot 
fufficiently  reward,  but  by  y  ,ur  gracious  alfift- 
ance.  I  entreat  you  therefore  to  make  him  a. 
t  denizen  of  Rome  ;  for  as  he  is  the  freedman  o', 
a  foreigner,  he  is,  conf.quendy, '  himd-lf  alfo  a 
foreigner.  His  name  is  Harpocras ;  his  patronds 
(who  has  been  dead  a  conliderable  time)  was 
Tbeimuthis  the  daughter  of  Theon.  I  farthet 
entreat  you  to  bellow  the  full  privileges  of  a  Ro¬ 
man  citizen  upon  Heiia  and  Antonia  Harmers 

*  The  phyficians  among  the  ancients  were  diilin- 
gu'.  died  according  to  the  particular  branch  of 
practice  to  which  they  con  Sued  thcmfelves.  The 
phvfician  here  mentioned,  Piiny  calls  iatralipta , 
that  is,  one  who  applied  external  unftions. 

f  There  was  a  difference  between  the  jus  civil  alls 
and  the  jus  Quir  ilium  ;  the  former  not  extending  to 
the  fame  privileges  as  the  latter,  which  comprehend¬ 
ed  whatever  advantages  a  free  native  of  Rome  was 
entitled  to  ;  jull  in  the  fame  manner  as  with  us,  there 
is  a  diilin&ion  between  denization  and  naturaliza- 
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the  freedwomcn  of  Ar.tor.ia  Maximilla,  a  lady 
of  great  merit.  It  is  at  her  defire  *  I  make  this 
icqucft. 

Epijl.  VII.  [xxii.]  Pliny  to  the  Emperor 
Trajan. 

I  Return  you  thanks.  Sir,  for  your  ready  com¬ 
pliance  with  my  defire,  in  granting  the 
complete  privileges  of  a  Roman,  to  the  freedwo¬ 
mcn  of  a  lady  to  whom  1  am  allied,  and  making 
Harpocras  my  phyfician  a  denizen  of  Rome.  But 
when,  agreeable  to  y  >ur  diieations,  I  gave  in  an 
account  of  his  age  and  eftnte,  l  was  informed  by 
thole  who  are  better  {killed  in  thele  affairs  than  I 
pretend  to  be,  that,  as  he  is  an  Egyptian,  I  ought 
firft  to  have  obtained  for  him  the  freedom  of  A- 
lexandria,  before  he  was  made  free  of  Rome.  I 
confefs,  indeed,  as  I  was  ignorant  of  any  differ¬ 
ence  in  this  cafe  between  thole  of  f  Egypt  and  other 
countries,  I  contented  mylelf  with  only  acquaint  - 
log  you,  that  he  had  been  manuniized  by  a  fo¬ 
reign  lady,  long  fince  decealed.  However,  it  is 
an  ignorance  I  cannot  regret,  fince  it  affords  me 
an  opportunity  of  receiving  from  jou  a  double 

*  Pliny  mentions  his  requefl  to  be  at  the  particu¬ 
lar  defire  of  Maximilla,  becaufe  nothing  of  this  kind 
could  legally  be  granted  to  a  freedman,  without  the 
content  of  his  patron  ;  a  name  which  was  given  to 
the  mailer  of  a  Have  who  had  been  made  free. 

f  Upon  what  occafion  the  honour  of  this  peculiar 
diftin&ion  was  granted  in  favour  of  Alexandria  does 
not  appear;  pofiiblyit  might  be  in  gratitude  to  a 
country  to  which  the  Romans  were  fo  highly  obliged, 
being  fupplied  with  the  greateft  part  of  their  corn 
from  Kgvpt.  This  city,  founded  by  Alexander  the 
Great,  was  eileemed  the  moil  coniiderable  in  the 
world  next  to  that  of  Rome.  It  is  now  called  Scan- 

j  -jJtVuk. 
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obligation  in  favour  of  the  (a me  pcrfon.  That  I 
may  legally  therefor  enjoy  the  benefit  of  jour 
goo.inefs,  I  beg  you  wo;.!d  be  pleated  to  grant 
him  the  freedom  of  \iie  city  of  Alexandria,  as 
well  as  that  of  Rome.  And  that  vo.ir  gracious 
intentions  may  not  meet  with  any  farther  oblLi- 
cles,  1  have  taken  care,  as  you  diiccted,  to  fend  a:t 
account  to  your  freednvan  of  his  age  atui  lor- 

Efi/L  VIII.  [xxili.]  The  Emperor  Trajan 
to  Pliny. 

IT  is  my  rctoluiion,  in  pnrfuance  of  the  maxim 
older ved  by  the  ptir.ccs  my  prcdecelVors,  to 
be  extremely  cautious  in  granting  the  freedom  of 
the  city  of  Alexandria  :  however,  fince  you  have 
obtained  of  me  the  fiecdom  of  Rome  for  your  phy- 
lician  Hatpocras,  1  cannot  reftife  you  this  other 
requcfl.  You  muftlet  me  know  to  what  dith  icl 
he  belongs,  that  I  may  give  you  a  letter  to  my 
good  friend  Pompeius  Planta,  governor  of  Egypt. 

Epijl.  IX.  [v.]  Pliny  to  the  Emperor  Trajan. 

I  Cannot  exprefs.  Sir,  the  pleafurc  your  letter 
gave  me,  by  which  1  am  informed  that  you 
have  made  my  phyfician  Harpocras  a  denizen  of 
Alexandria  $  notwithstanding  your  resolution  to 
follow  the  maxim  of  your  prcdeceflcrs  in  this 
point,  by  being  extremely  cautious  in  granting 
that  privilege.  Agreeably  to  your  directions,  I 
acquaint  you  that  iiarpreras  belongs  to  the  di- 
ftridt  of  Memphis.  I  entreat  you  then,  moil 
gracious  Emperor,  to  fend  me,  as  you  premiftd, 
a  letter  to  your  good  friend  Pompeius  Planta,  go¬ 
vernor  of  Egypt. 

As  I  purpofe  (in  order  to  have  the  earlieft  en¬ 
joyment  of  vour  prefence,  fo  ardently  wdhed  for 
L  1  ?.  here) 
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here)  to  come  to  meet  you  ;  I  beg.  Sir,  you 
would  permit  me  to  extend  my  journey  as  far  as 
poflible. 

l'-pl/l.  X.  [vi.]  Pliny  to  the  Emperor 
Trajan. 

I  Was  greatly  obliged.  Sir,  in  my  late  indilpo- 
fition,  to  Polthumius  Marinus,  my  phyfi- 
cian  j  and  I  can  only  make  him  a  fuitable  return, 
by  the  afiiilance  of  your  gracious  indulgence.  I 
entreat  you  then  to  make  Chryfippus  IVfithridates 
and  his  wire  Stratonica,  (who  are  related  to  Mari¬ 
nus),  denizens  of  Rome.  I  implore  likewife  the 
fame  privilege  in  favour  of  Epigonus  and  Mithri- 
dates,  the  two  fons  of  Chryfippus  ;  but  in  fuch 
manner,  *  that  they  may  be  under  the  dominion 
of  their  father,  and  yet  prelerve  their  right  of  pa¬ 
tronage  over  their  own  freedmen.  I  farther  en¬ 
treat  you  to  grant  the  full  privileges  of  a  Roman 

*  The  extenfive  power  of  paternal  authority  was 
(as  has  been  observed  in  the  notes  above)  peculiar  to 
the  Romans  1  But  after  Chryfippus  was  made  a  de¬ 
nizen  of  Rome,  he.  was  not,  it  ihould  feem,  confe- 
quentially  entitled  to  that  privilege  over  thole  chil¬ 
dren  which  were  born  before  his  denization.  On 
the  other  hand,  if  it  was  exprefsly  granted  him,  his 
children  could  r.ot  preferve  their  right  ot  patronage 
ever  their  own  freedmen,  becauie  that  right  would 
of  ccurfe  devolve  to  their  father,  by  means  of  this 
acquiied  dc minion  over  them.  The  denization  there¬ 
fore  of  his  children  is  as  exprefsly  folicited  as  his 
own.  But  both  parties  becoming  Quirites,  the  chil¬ 
dren  by  this  creation,  and  not  pleading  in  right  of 
their  father,  would  be patres fam.  To  prevent  which 
the  claufe  is  added,  it  a  at  Jint  in  patris  potejlaie ;  as 
there  is  another  to  fave  to  them  their  rights  of  patron¬ 
age  over  their  freedmen,  though  they  were  reduced 
in  f  atrium  poiijlatpn. 

to 
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to  L.  Satrius  Abafcantius,  P.  Caefius  Fhofpho- 
rus,  and  Pancharia  Soteris.  This  requeft  I  make 
with  the  conic nt  of  their  patrons. 

Efi/1.  XI.  [xxiv.]^  Pliny  to  the  Emperor 
Trajan. 

AFtcr  your  late  facred  father.  Sir,  had,  in  a 
noble  lpcech,  as  well  as  by  his  own  gene¬ 
rous  example,  cxh-.rted  and  encouraged  the  pu¬ 
blic  to  a£b  of  munificence  -,  1  implored  his  permif- 
fion  to  remove  the  fcveral  ftrrucs  which  I  had 
of  the  former  emperors,  to  *  my  corporation  ; 
and  at  the  fame  time  begged  the  liberty  of  adding 
his  own  to  the  number.  For  as  I  had  hitherto 
continued  them  in  the  refpeclive  places  wherein 
they  llood  when  they  were  left  to  me  by  fcveral 
different  inheritances,  they  were  dilperfcd  in  di- 
ftant  parts  of  my  eftate.  He  was  pleafed  to  grant 
my  requeft,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  give  me  a 
very  ample  teftimony  of  his  approbation.  I  im¬ 
mediately  therefore  wrote  to  the  dccurii,  that 
they  would  allot  a  piece  of  ground,  upon  which 
i  might  build  a  temple  at  my  own  expenfe  ;  but 
as  a  mark  o.'  honour  to  my  delign,  they  offered 
me  the  choice  of  airy  fite  1  thought  proper. 
However,  my  own  indifpofition  in  the  firlt  place, 
and  afterward  that  of  your  father,  together  with 
the  duties  of  that  poft  with  which  you  were  .--oth 
pleafed  to  intruft  me,  prevented  my  going  on 
with  that  deftgn.  But  1  have  now,  1  think,  a 
convenient  opportunity  of  making  an  excurfrou 
for  that  purpofe,  as  my  mont  hly  attendance 


*  It  is  highly  probable,  upon  comparing  ler.  4. 
b.  3.  and  let.  1 .  b.  4.  that  by  the  corporation  here  men¬ 
tioned,  Pliny  means  Tiler num.  Tiberirum',  01  Citta 
di  Csftella,  as  it  is  new  called  ;  w.hicii  city  had  put 
itfelf  under  his  patronage  and  protection..  . 

L  i  j  ends 
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ends  on  the  firft  of  *  September,  and  there  are  fe- 
veral  feftivals  in  th_  month  following.  My  full 
requeft  then  is,  that  you  would  permit  me  to 
adorn  the  temple  I  am  going  to  ere£t,  with  your 
ffatue  ;  and  next  (in  order  to  execute  my  defign 
with  all  the  expedition  polfible)  that  you  would 
indulge  me  with  leave  of  abience.  It  would  ill 
become  the  fincerity  I  profef:,  were  I  to  diflem- 
hlc,  that  your  goodnels  in  complying  with  this 
defire,  will  at  the  fame  time  be  extremely  fcr- 
viceable  to  me  in  my  own  private  affairs.  It  is  ab- 
folutely  neceffary  1  Ihould  not  defer  any  longer 
the  letting  of  my  lands  in  that  province  ;  for,  be- 
fdcs  that  they  amount  to  above  f  four  hundred 
thoufand  fefterces,  the  time  for  drcfling  the  vine¬ 
yards  is  approaching,  and  that  care  muff  fall  tip- 
on  my  new  tenants.  The  badnefs  of  the  feafon 
likevvife  for  feveral  years  paft,  obliges  me  to 
think  of  making  fome  abatements  in  my  rents  ; 
which  I  cannot  poflibly  fettle  unlels  l  am  prefent. 

I  Ihall  be  indebted  then  to  your  indulgence,  Sir, 

*  Pliny  enjoyed  the  office  of  trer.furer  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  Cornutus  Terfullus.  It  was  the  cullom  at 
Rome  for  thofe  who  had  colleagues  to  adminifter  the 
duties  of  their  polls  by  monthly  turns.  Bucbncrus. 

f  About  3200  1.  Sterling;  the  annual  income  of 
Pliny’s  efiate  in  Tufcany.  He  mentions  another  near 
Comumin'theduchyofMilan.theyearly  value  of  which 
does  not  appear.  We  find  him  likewife  confidering 
about  the  purchafe  of  an  ellate,  for  which  he  wants 
to  give  about  24,000  1.  of  our  money  ;  „but  whe¬ 
ther  lie  ever  completed  that  purchafe,  is  uncertain. 
[See  book  3.  let.  19.].  This  however  we  are  fure  of, 
that  his  fortunes  were  but  moderate,  confidering  his 
high  ftation  and  neceflary  expenfes  :  [See  book  z. 
Jet.  4.]  ;  and  yet,  by  the  advantage  of  a  judicious  ce- 
conomy,  we  have  leen  him,  in  the  courfe  of  thefe  let¬ 
ters,  exercifing  a  liberality,  of  vfchich  after-ages  have 
furnifhed  no  parallel. 
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both  as  forwarding  this  public  adl  oF  piety,  and 
giving  me  the  opportunity  of  fettling  my  private 
affairs,  if  you  will  be  pleafed  to  grant  me  *  leave  to 
be  abfent  for  thirty  days.  I  cannot  limit  a  fliort- 
er  time,  as  the  town  and  the  eftatc  of  which  I  am 
fpeaking,  lie  above  an  hundred  and  fifty  miles 
fiom  Rome. 

Epijt.  XII.  [xxv.]  Trajan  to  Pliny. 

YOU  have  given  me  many  reafbns  both  of  a 
public  and  piivate  nature,  why  you  dcfirc 
leave  to  be  abfent -,  but  I  need  no  other  than  that 
it  i,  tour  inclination  :  and  1  doubt  not  of  your  re¬ 
turning  as  foon  as  poflible  to  the  duty  ot  an  of¬ 
fice  which  fo  much  requires  your  attendance. 
As  1  would  not  feem  to  check  any  inftance  of  your 
aftedVion  to.vards  me,  l  {hull  not  oppofe  your  e- 
retSting  my  ftatue  in  the  place  you  mention  5 
though,  in  general,  I  am  extremely  cautious  in 
giving  any  encouragement  to  honours  of  that 
kind. 

Epi/l.  XIII.  [viii.]  Pliny  to  the  Emperor 
Trajan. 

AS  I  am  fenfible.  Sir,  that  the  higheft  ap- 
plaufe  my  actions  can  receive,  is  to  be 
diliinguilhed  by  fo  excellent  a  prince  ;  I  beg  you 
would  be  gracioully  pleafed  to  add  either  the  of¬ 
fice  of  augur  or  feptemvir  (both  which  are  now 
vacant)  to  the  dignity  1  already  enjoy  by  your 
indulgence  j  that  I  may  have  the  fittisfadViOn  of 

*  The  fenators  were  not  allowed  to  go  from  Rome 
into  the  provinces,  without  having  firft  obtained  leave 
of  the  emperor.  Sicily,  however,  had  the.  privilege 
to  be  excepted  out  of  that  law  ;  as  Gallia  Narbo- 
nenfis  afterwards  was,  by  Claudius  Cxfar.  Tacit, 
ann.  12.  c.  23. 

publicly 
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publicly  offering  op  thole  vows  for  your  profpe- 
rity,  from  the  duty  of  my  office,  which  I  daily 
prefer  to  the  gods  in  private,  from  the  alfeiEtion 
of  my  heart. 

Epiji.  XIV.  [xxvi.]  Pliny  to  the  Emperor 
Trajan. 

HAving  fafely  palled  the  promontory  of  Ala- 
lea,  I  am  arrived  at  Ephcfus  wjth  all  my 
train,  notwithftanrfing  I  was  detained  for  fume 
time  by  contrary  winds  :  an  information.  Sir, 
in  which,  I  trufr,  you  will  think  yourfelf  con¬ 
cerned.  I  defign  to  purfue  the  remainder  of  my 
journey  to  the  *  province,  partly  in  light  veffels, 
and  partly  in  poft-chaifes;  for  as  the  exceflive 
heats  will  prevent  my  travelling  altogether  Ly 
land,  fotheEtefian  winds,  which  are  now  fetin, 
will  not  permit  me  to  proceed  entirely  by  fea. 

Epiji  XV.  [xxvii.]  Trajan  to  Pliny. 

YOur  information,  my  dear  Pliny,  was  ex¬ 
tremely  agreeable  to  me ;  as  it  is  much 
my  concern  to  know  in  what  manner  you  arrive 
at  your  province.  I  well  approve  of  your  inten¬ 
tion  to  travel  either  by  fea  or  land,  as  you  ffiall 
find  moft  convenient. 

*  Bithynia,  a  province  in  Anatolia,  or  Alia  the 
Lefs,  of  which  PLiny  was  appointed  governor  by  Tra¬ 
jan,  in  the  6th  year  of  his  reign,  A.  D.  103  ;  not  as 
an  ordinary  proconful,  but  as  that  emperor’s  own 
lieutenant,  with  extraordinary  powers.  [See  Dio.] 
The  following  letters  were  written  during  his  admi- 
nifiratien  of  that  province. 
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Epijl.  XVI.  [xxviii.]  Pliny  to  the  Emperor 
Trajan. 

AS  I  had  a  very  favourable  voyage  to  Ephefus, 
lb  in  travelling  poll:  from  thence  I  was  ex¬ 
tremely  incommoded  by  the  heats,  which  threw 
me  into  a  fever,  and  kept  me  fome  time  at  Per- 
gamum.  From  thence.  Sir,  I  took  {hip  again  ; 
but  being  detained  by  contrary  winds,  1  did  not 
arrive  at  Bithynia  fo  loon  as  I  hoped  *.  Howe¬ 
ver,  I  have  no  rcafon  to  complain  of  this  delay, 
fince  (  which  indeed  was  the  moft  aufpicious  cir- 
cumftance  that  could  attend  me)  I  reached  the 
province  in  time  to  celebrate  your  birthday.  I 
am  at  prefent  engaged  in  examining  into  the  fi¬ 
nances  of  the  Prufcnfcs,  their  difliurfements  and 
credits  ;  and  the  farther  I  proceed  in  this  affair, 
the  more  I  am  convinced  of  the  necc-fiity  of  my 
inquiry.  Several  large  fums  of  money  are  owing 
to  the  city  from  piivate  perfons,  which  they 
negle£t  to  pay  upon  various  pretences  5  as,  on  the 
other  hand,  I  find  the  public  funds  are,  in  fome 
inftances,  very  unwarrantably  applied.  This, 
Sir,  I  write  to  you  immediately  on  my  arrival. 
I  entered  this  province  on  the  17th  of  f  Septem¬ 
ber, 

*  The  original  adds,  id  eft,  xv  C  a  lend.  Oiiolris , 
which  feems  to  have  crept  into  the  text  From  the  mar¬ 
ginal  annotation  of  fome  gloliarift  :  for  as  Pliny  men¬ 
tions  the  time  of  his  arrival  a  little  lower,  there  is  no 
occaficn  for  it  in  this  place  ;  and  it  is  net  agreeable 
to  his  ufual  elegant  ccncifenefs,  to  repeat  that  cir- 
cumltance  twice  in.  the  fame  letter.  Or  perhaps  here 
are  two  diltinfl  letters  run  into  one  by  the  careleflhefs 
of  the  tranfciibers ;  the  former  ending  with  Hare, 
Sic.  . in  ifj'o  ingrejju  mco  feripft ;  the  latter  beginning 
with  S>ui>UodeilmG  Calend.  &c. 

+  In  the  hxth  year  of  Trajan’s  reign,  A.  D.  103, 
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ber,  and  found  it  in  thofe  fentiments  of  obedience 
and  loyalty,  which  you  juftly  merit  from  all  man¬ 
kind.  You  will  confidcr.  Sir,  whether  it  would  not 
fce  proper  to  Pud  hither  a  furveyor  ;  for  1  am  in¬ 
clined  to  think,  much  might  be  deducted  from 
what  is  charged  by  thofe  who  have  the  conduit 
ef  the  public  works,  if  a  faithful  admeasurement 
were  to  be  taken  :  at  leaft  I  am  of  that  opinion 
from  what  1  have  already  feen  of  the  accounts  of 
this  city,  which  I  am  now  examining,  with  the 
affiitance  of  Maximus. 

Epl/L  XVII.  [xxix.]  Trajan  to  Pliny. 

{Should  have  rejoiced  to  have  heard,  that  von 
arrived  at  Bithynia  without  inconvenience  to 
yourfelf  or  any  of  your  train  ;  and  that  your 
journey  from  ifphefus  had  been  as  cafy,  as  your 
voyage  to  that  place  was  favouiable.  For  the 
reft,  your  letter  informs  me,  my  dear  Pliny,  what 
day  you  reached  Bithynia.  The  people  of,  that 
province  will  be  convinced,  I  perfuade  myfelf, 
that  I  am  attentive  to  their  intereft  j  as  your  con¬ 
duct  towards  them  will  make  it  manifeft,  that 
I  could  have  chofen  no  perfon  more  proper  to 
fupply  my  place.  Your  firft  inquiry  ought,  no 
doubt,  to  turn  upon  the  ftate  of  the  public  finan¬ 
ces  ;  for  that  they  have  been  abufed,  is  but  too 
evident.  I  have  fcarce  furveyors  enough  to  in- 
fpe£t  thofe  works  which  1  am  carrying  on  at 
Rome,  and  in  the  neighbourhood  :  but  perfbns  of 
integrity  and  fkill  in  this  art  may  be  found,  molt 
certainly,  in  every  province  ;  fo  that  you  cannot 
be  at  a  lofs  in  that  point,  if  you  will  make  due 
inquiry. 

and  the  41  ft  of  our  author’s  age:  he  continued  in 
this  province  about  eighteen  months.  Vid.  Mali,  in 
vit.  Plin.  tag. 
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Efijl.  XVIII.  [vii.j  Pliny  to  the  Emperor 
Trajan. 

T Hough  I  am  well  allured.  Sir,  that  you, 
who  never  forget  any  opportunity  of  ex¬ 
erting  your  gencrofity,  arc  not  unmindful  of  the 
requeft  I  lately  made  you  ;  yet  fince  you  have  fre¬ 
quently,  among  many  other  inftances  of  your  in¬ 
dulgence,  permitted  me  to  repeat  my  folicitations 
to  you,  I  do  lb  now  on  behalf  of  Accius  Sura; 
and  I  earnellly  bclecch  you  to  honour  him  with 
the  prtetorlhip,  which  is  at  prefent  vacant. 
Though  his  ambition  is  extremely  moderate,  yet 
the  quality  of  his  birth,  the  inflexible  integrity 
which  he  has  Ihewn  in  a  fortune  below  mediocri¬ 
ty,  and,  above  all,  the  happinefs  of  your  times, 
whi.h  gives  courage  to  confcious  virtue  to  claim 
the  indulgence  of  your  favour,  prompts  him  to 
hope  he  may  expedience  it  in  this  inftance. 

Epi/l.  XIX.  [ix.]  Pliny  to  the  Emperor  Tra¬ 
jan. 

I  Congratulate  both  you  and  the  public,  moft 
excellent  Emperor,  upon  the  great  and  glo¬ 
rious  victory  you  have  obtained fo  agreeable  to 
the  heroifm  of  ancient  Rome.  May  the  immor¬ 
tal  gods  give  the  fame  happy  fucceis  to  all  your 
deligns,  that,  under  the  adminillration  of  fo  many 
princely  virtues,  the  fplendour  of  the  empire  may 
fhine  out,  not  only  in  its  former,  but  with  ad¬ 
ditional  luftne  *. 

*  It  is  probable  the  victory  here  alluded  to,  was 
that  famous  one  which  Trajan  gained  over  the  Da 
cians.  It  is  certain  at  leall,  Pliny  lived  to  fee  his 
wilh  accomplilhed,  this  emperor  having  carried  the 
Roman  fplendour  to  its  higheft  pitch,  and  extended 
the  dominions  of  the  empire  farther,  than,  any  of  his 
predeccdbrs  ;  as  after  his  death  it  began  to  decline. 

Epiji. 
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Epijl.  XX.  [x.]  Pliny  to  the  Emperor 
Trajan. 

MY  lieutenant  Servilius  Pudens  came  to  Ni- 
comedia,  Sir,  on  the  24th  of  November; 
and  by  his  arrival  freed  me,  at  laft,  from  the  fo- 
licitude  of  a  very  uneafy  expectation. 

Epijl.  XXI.  [xi.]  Pliny  to  the  Emperor 
Trajan. 

YOur  generoftty  to  me.  Sir,  was  the  occafion 
of  uniting  me  to  Roflamis  Geminus,  by  the 
ftrongeft  ties ;  for  he  was  my  quseftor  when  I 
was  conful.  His  behaviour  to  me  during  the 
continuance  of  our  offices,  was  highly  refpetft- 
ful ;  and  he  has  treated  me  everfince  with  fb  pe¬ 
culiar  a  regard,  that  befules  the  many  obligations 
I  o,ve  him  upon  a  public  account,  I  am  indebted 
to  him  for  the  ft ron gelt  pledges  of  private  friciul- 
fliip.  i  entreat  jou  then  to  comply  with  my  re- 
queft  for  the  advancement  of  one,  whom  (if  my 
recommendation  has  any  weight)  you  will  even 
honour  with  your  particular  favour  ;  as  whatever 
truft  you  fhall  repofe  in  him,  he  will  endeavour 
to  (hew  himfelt  ftill  delerving  of  an  higher,  but 
I  forbear  10  enter. into  a  more  pantcuiar  detail  of 
his  merit  ;  being  perfuaded,  his  integrity,  his 
probity,  and  his  vigilance  are  well  known  to  you, 
not  only  fiom  thole  high  polls  which  he  has  ex- 
ercifed  in  Rome  within  your  immediate  infpec- 
tiOn,  but  from  his  behaviour  when  he  ferved  un¬ 
der  you  in  the  army.  One  thing,  however,  my 
affeftion  for  him  inclines  me  to  think  I  have  not 
yet  fufficiently  dene  ;  and  therefore.  Sir,  I  repeat 
my. entreaties  10  you,  that  you  will  give  me  the 
plaaiurc,  as  early  as  poflible,  of  rejoicing  in  the 
honourable  advancement  of  my  quxftor ;  or,  in 
other 
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o:hcr  words,  of  receiving  an  addition  to  ir.y  own 
dignity,  in  the  perfon  of  my  friend. 

Epiji.  XXII.  [xii.J  Pliny  to  Trajan. 

IT  is  not  eafy.  Sir,  to  exprelb  the  joy  I  recei¬ 
ved,  when  1  heard  you  had,  in  compliance 
with  the  requeft  of  ir.y  mother-in-law  and  my- 
felf,  granted  Coelius  Clemens  the  proconfullhip 
ol  this  province,  after  the  expiration  of  his  con- 
1'ular  office  ;  as  it  is  from  thence  I  learn  the  foil 
extent  of  your  beneficence  towards  me,  which 
thus  gracioufly  fpreads  itfelf  through  my  whole 
family.  I  dare  not  pretend  to  make  an  equal  re¬ 
turn  to  thole  obligations  I  fo  juftly  owe  you.  I 
can  only  therefore  have  recourfe  to  vows,  and 
ardently  implore  the  gods,  that  I  may  no:  be 
found  unworthy  of  thofe  favours  which  you  a.e 
continually  bellowing  upon  tne. 


I'.pift.  XXIII.  [xiii  ]  Pliny  to  Trajan. 

I  Received,  Sr,  a  difpatch  from  vour  fic.cdrr.aii 
Lycormas,  defiring  me,  if  any  embafij  from 
Ec.fphorus  fhould  come  hi. her  in  the  way  to 
Rome,  that  1  would  detain  it  till  Ids  arrival. 
None  has  yet  arrived  ;  at  leaft  in  the  city  where 
I  am.  But.  a  courier  piling  through  this  place 
from  the  king  of  Sarmatia,  1  1  .y  hold  >.f  that 
opportunity,  wi  ieh  accidentally  offers  it!':  1  f,  of 
f. riding  with  him  the  meli’engcr  which  L‘. cor- 
mas  dilpatched  hither;  that  you  n  ight  be  in¬ 
formed  by  b.,th  their  letters  1  f  what,  perhaps, 
ic  may  be  neceflary  you  fhould  be  ao.juai.itwd 
with  at  one  and  the  fame  time. 


Epljl.  XXIV.  [xiv.]  Pliny  to  Trajan. 

I  Am  informed  by  a  letter  from  the  king  cC 
Sarmatia,  that  ,iome  affairs  .have  luppiucjl 
V  ol.  li.  M  in  that 
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that  require  your  immediate  knowledge.  With 
defign  therefore  to  expedite  the  difpatches  which 
his  courier  was  charged  with  to  you,  1  granted 
him  an  order  to  make  ufe  of  the  public  peft  *. 

Efi/i.XXV.  [xv.]  Pliny  to  Trajan. 

THE  ambaffador  from  the  king  of  Sarmatia 
having  voluntarily  ftaid  two  days  at  Niten, 
v.  here  he  found  me,  1  did  not  think  it  reafonable, 
Sir,  to  detain  him  any  longer ;  not  only  becaufe 
it  was  fl  ill  uncertain  when  your  freedman  Ly- 
cormas  would  arrive,  but  as  fbire  indifpenfable 
affairs  require  my  prefence  in  a  different  part  of 
the  province.  Of  this  1  thought  it  neceffary 
that  you  fftculd  be  informed,  becaufe  1  lately  ac¬ 
quainted  you  in  a  letter,  that  Lycormas  had  de- 

*■  The  firft  invention  of  public  couriers  is  aferibed 
to  Cyrus,  who,  in  order  to  receive  the  earliell  in¬ 
telligence  from  the  governors  of  the  feveral  provin¬ 
ces,  eredted  pollhoufes  throughout  the  kingdom  of 
Perf:a,  at  equal  diftances,  which  fupplied  men  and 
herfes  to  forward  the  public  difpatches.  Auguftus 
was  the  firft  who  introduced  this  moll  ufeful  inftitu- 
tion  among  the  Romans,  by  employing  poft-chaifes, 
difpofed  at  convenient  diftances,  for  the  purpofe  of 
political  intelligence.  The  magiftrates  of.  every  ci- 
rv  w'ere  obliged  to  furnifb  horfes  for  thefe  meiren- 
gers,  upon  producing  a  diploma,  or  a  kind  of  war¬ 
rant,  either  from  the  emperor  himfelf,  or  from  thefe 
who  had  that  authority  under  him.  Sometimes, 
though  upon  very  extraordinary  occafions,  perfons 
who  travelled  upon  their  private  affairs,  were  allow¬ 
ed  the  ufe  of  thefe  poft-chaifes.  [See  epift.  121.  of 
this  book].  It  is  furpriling  they  were  not  fooner 
ufed  lbr  the  purpofes  of  commerce  and  private  com¬ 
munication.  Louis  XI.  firft  eftablifhed  them  in 
France,  in  the  year  1474;  but  it  was  not  till  the 
r  2th  of  Car.  II.  that  the  poft-oflice  was  fettled  in 
England  by  afl  of  parliament. 
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fired,  if  any  embafiy  fhiuld  come  this  way  from 
Bofphorus,  tliat  I  would  detain  it  till  his  arri¬ 
val-  Hut  L  did  not  fee  there  was  any  pretence  of 
retarding  him  any  longer;  efpecially  as  the  dif- 
patches  from  LycoriT.as  which  (as  I  mentioned 
before)  I  was  not  willing  to  detain,  would  pro¬ 
bably  reach  you  fonie  days  fooner  than  this  ;uht 
baffador. 

Epi/i,  XXVI.  [xvi.]  Pliny  to  Trajan. 

I  Received  a  letter,  Sir,  from  Apuleius,  an  of¬ 
ficer  in  the  army,  belonging  to  the  garri'ou 
at  Nicomedia,  informing  me  that  one  Callidru- 
mus  being  arrefted  by  Maximus  and  Dionyfius, 
(two  perfons  who  exercife  the  trade  of  bakers; 
to  whom  he  had  hired  himfelf ),  fled  for  refuge 
to  your  ftatue  *  :  that  being  brought  before  a  ma- 
giftrate,  he  declared  he  was  formery  (lave  to  La- 
berius  Maxinus;  but  being  taken  prifoner  by 
Sufagus  in  Moefia,  he  was  font  as  a  prefent  from 
Decebalus  to  Pacorus  king  of  Parthia,  in  whofe 
fervice  he  continued  fevcral  years,  from  whence 
he  made  his  efcape,  and  came  to  Nicomedia. 
When  he  was  examined  btfore  me,  be  confirm¬ 
ed  this  account;  for  which  reafon  I  thought  it 

*  Particular  temples,  altars,  and  ftatucs  were  al¬ 
lowed  among  the  Romans  as  places  of  privilege  and 
fanfluary  to  flaves,  debtors,  and  malefadlors.  This 
caftom-  was  introduced  by  Romulus,  who  borrow¬ 
ed’  it  probably  from  the  Greeks ;  but,  during,  the 
free  ftate  of  Rome,  few  of  thefe  afylums  were  per¬ 
mitted.  This  cuftom  prevailed  moil  under  the  em¬ 
perors,  till  it  grew  fo  fcandalous,  that  the  emperor 
Pius  found  it  neceffary  to  reftrain  thofe  privileged 
places  by  an  edift.  See  Lipfii  excurf.  ad  Taciti 
an.  3.  c.  36. 
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necellary  to  *  lend  him  to  you.  This  Llhould 
have  done  fooner,  but  I  deferred  his  journey  ia 
order  to  make  an  inquiry  after  a  gem  which  he 
laid  was  taken  from  him,  upon  which  was  en¬ 
graven  the  figure  of  Pacorus  in  his  royal  habit  : 
4  was  defirous  (if  it  could  have  been  found)  of 
t-ranlinicting  this  curiofiry  to  you  at  the  fame 
time  ;  as  1  have  a  final  I  ingot  of  Parthian  gold, 
which  he  fays  he  brought  from  thence  out  of  the 
rr.ir.es.  1  have  fixed  my  feal  to  it,  the  impref- 
lioti  of  which  is  a  chariot  drawn  by  four  horles. 

Epijt.  XXVII.  [xvii.]  Pliny  to  Trajan. 

YOur  freedman  and  procurator,  Maximus, 
behaved.  Sir,  during  all  the  time  we  were 
together,  with  great  probity,  care,  and  diligence; 
as  one  fltrongly  attached  to  your  intereft,  and 
Ibidlly  oblervant  cf  difeipline.  This  teftimony 
I  willingly  give  him  ;  and  I  do  it  with  all  the 
fidelity  I  owe  you. 

Epi/I.  XXVIII.  [xviii.]  Pliny  to  the  Emperor 
Trajan. 

AFter  having  experienced.  Sir,  in  Gabius 
Bafiiis,  who  commands  on  the  frontiers 
of  Pcnrica,  the  greateft  integrity,  honour,  and 
vigilance,  as  well  as  the  molt  particular  refpedt 
to  rr  yfelf,  I  cannot  refufe  him  my  belt  vviihes 
and  finTrage;  and  I  give  them  to  him  with  ail 
that  fidelity  which  is  due  to  you.  I  have  found 

*  The  leered  expedition  of  Trajan  againlt  Dece- 
balus,  was  undertaken  the  feme  year  that  Pliny  went 
governor  into  this  province:  the  reafon  therefoie 
why  Pliny  lent  this  Callidromus  to  the  Emperor 
feems  to  be,  that  lo'ne  ufe  might  pofiibly  be  made 
of  him  in  favour  cf  that  delign. 

him 
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Lim  abundantly  qualified  by  having  ferved  in  the 
army  under  you  ;  and  it  is  owing  to  the  advan¬ 
tages  of  your  difoipline,  that  he  has  learned  to 
merit  the  honour  of  your  favour.  The  foidiery 
and  the  people  here,  who  have  had  full  experi¬ 
ence  of  his  jnfiice  and  hufttanity,  endeavour  to 
rival  each  other  in  that  gl  nous  teftimony  they 
give  of  him,  as  well  in  public  as  in  piivate  ;  and 
I  certify  this  vvi  h  all  the  linccii.y  you  have  3 
right  to  expert  from  me. 

Epijl.  XXIX.  [xlx.]  Pliny  to  Trajan. 

"fcaT  Ympbidius  Lupus  *,  fir,  and  myfelf  ferved 
1  in  the  army  together;  he  command*. d  a 

body  of  the  auxiliary  forces  at  the  fame  time 
that  1  was  military  tribune ;  and  it  was  from 
thence  my  affection  fur  him  began.  A  ling  ac¬ 
quaintance  hath  fince  mutually  endeared  and 
flrengthened  our  fiiendfhip.  For  this  reafuivl 
did  violence  to  his  repofe,  and  infilled  upon  hi? 
attending  me  into  bi'.hynia,  as  my  afleiTor  in 
council.  He  moll  readily  granted  me  this  proof 
of  his  frimdlhip ;  and  without  any  regard  to  the 
plea  of  age,  or  the  eale  of  retirem  :nt,  he  fliared 
w  ith  me  the  fatigue  of  bufinefs  ;  and  upon  all 
occafions  is  ftill  ready  to  give  me  his  afliftance. 
I  look  upon  his  relations  therefore  as  my  own  ; 
in  which  number  Nymphidius  Lupus,  his  fon,. 
cl  urns  my  particular  notice.  He  is  a  youth  of 
great  merit  and  indefatigable  application  ;  and, 
in  every  view  of  his  character,  well  worthy  of 
fo  excellent  a  father.  That  he  is  equal  to  any 

*  The  text  calls  him  Pr.imipilanm  ;  that  is,  or.e 
who  had  been  Primipil.ts ,  an  officer  in  the  army; 
whofe  poll  was  both  highly  honourable  and  profit¬ 
able.  Among  other  parts  of  his  office  he  had  the 
care  of  the  eagle,  or  chief  llaildard  of  the  legion. 

M  m  3.  honour 
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honour  you  {hall  think  proper  to  confer  upon 
him,  the  early  proof  he  gave  of  his  qualifications, 
when  he  commanded  the  troops  of  the  allies, 
will  eafily  convince  you;  as  it  gained  him  the 
full  applaufe  of  thofe  mod  illuftrious  perfonages 
Julius  Fcrox,  and  Fufcus  Salinator.  And  I 
will  add.  Sir,  that  any  increafe  of  dignity  which 
he  {hall  receive,  will  be  an  occafion  of  particular 
congratulation  to  myfelf. 

Epiji.  XXX.  Pliny  to  the  Emperor  Trajan. 
“T  Beg  your  determination.  Sir,. in  a  point  where- 
.JL  in  I  am  greatly  doubtful.  It  is,  whether  I 
fhould  place  the  public  flaves  as  centinels  round 
the  prifons  of  the  feveral  cicies  in  this  province, 
(as  has  been  hitherto  the  practice),  or  employ  a 
party  of  foldiers  for  that  purpofe  ?  On  the  one 
hand,  I  am  afriaid  the  public  flaves  will  not  at¬ 
tend  this  duty  with  the  fidelity  they  ought ;  and, 
on  the  other,  that  it  will  engage  too  large  a  bo¬ 
dy  of  the  foldiery :  in  the  mean  while,  I  have 
joined  a  few  of  the  latter  with  the  former.  I 
fufpe£t,  however,  there  may  be  fome  danger 
that  this  method  will  occafion  a  general  negk-ft 
of  duty,  as  it  will  afford  them  a  mutual  pretence 
of  throwing  the  blame  upon  each  other. 


Epiji.  XXXI.  Trajan  to  Pliny. 
"''Here  is  no  occafion,  my  dear  Pliny,  to  draw 
.  ofF  any  *  foldiers  in  01  der  to  guard  the  pri- 


*  In  the  original  it  is  commilitones ,  “  my  fellow- 
foldieis  an  appellation  which  thofe  emperors 
who  defired  to  be  well  with  the  army  affefted  to  ufe. 
Suetonius  informs  us,  that  Auguftus  would  never 
employ  that  expreffion,  as  thinking  it  a  condefcen- 
fipn.  unbecoming  his  dignity ;  and  neither  fuitable 
to  the  tranquillity  of  the  times,  nor  to  military  di- 
fcipline. 

•  ■  !t*  foils. 
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Ions.  Let  us  rather  ped'evere  in  the  ancient 
cuftoms  obfervcd  by  this  province,  of  employing 
the  public  flaves  for  that  purpofe  :  and  the  fide¬ 
lity  with  which  they  Ihall  execute  their  duty,  will 
depend  much  upon  your  care  and  ftri£t  difcipline. 
It  is  greatly  to  be  feared,  as  you  obferve,  if  the 
foldiers  fhould  be  mixed  with  the  public  flaves, 
they  will  mutually  truft  to  each  other,  and  by 
that  means  grow  lb  much  the  more  negligent. 
But  the  principal  objection  I  have,  is,  that  as 
few  foldiers  as  poflible  fhould  be  called  off  from 
their  colours.. 

Epijl.  XXXII.  Pliny  to  the  Emperor  Tra¬ 
jan. 

X~>Abius  BafTus,  who  commands  upon  the 
V  X  frontiers  of  Pontica,  in  a  manner  fuitable 
to  the  refpe<St  and.  duty  whkh  he  owes  you,  has 
been  with  me.  Sir,  for  feveral  days.  As  far  as 
1  could  obferve,  he  is  a  perfon  of  great  merit  and 
worthy  of  your  favour.  I  acquainted  him  it  was 
your  order  that  he  fhould  retain  only  ten  *  bene¬ 
ficiary  foldiers,  two  horfc-guards,  and  one  cap¬ 
tain  out  of  the  troops  which  \ou  were  pleafed  to 
affign  to  my  command.  He  allured  me  thele 

*  The  moll  probable  conjefture  (for  it  is  a  point 
of  a  good  deal  of  obfcurity)  concerning  the  bene- 
Jiciarii,  feems  to  be,  that  they  were  a  ctrtain  num¬ 
ber  of  foldiers  exempted  from  the  ufual  duty  of  their 
office,  in  order  to  be  employed  as  a  fort  of  body¬ 
guards  to  the  general.  Thefe'  were  probably  foot ; 
as  the  equites  here  mentioned  were  perhaps  of  the 
fame  nature,  only  that  they  ferved  on  horfeback. 
Equites  Jtngulares  Cafarii,  Augujti,  fffc.  are  fre-- 
quently  met  with  upon  ancient  inscriptions,  and  are 
gene  1  ally  fuppofed  to  mean  the  body-guards  of  the 
emperor, 

would 


4i6  The  EPISTLES  BookX. 

would  not  be  fufficient  for  him,  end  that  he 
v.ould  write  to  you  upon  this  head  :  for  which 
reafon  I  did  not  immediately,  upon  your  direc¬ 
tions,  recall  his  fupernumeraries. 

Eptft.  XXXIII.  Trajan  to  Pliny. 

I  Have  received  from  Gabius  Baffus  the  letter 
you  mention,  acquainting  me  that  the  num¬ 
ber  of  f  ldiers  l  had  ordered  him  was  not  fuffi¬ 
cient  :  and  for  your  information  I  have  directed 
my  anfwer  to  be  annexed  to  this.  It  is  very  ma¬ 
terial  to  diftinguifh  between  what  the  exigency 
of  affairs  icquires,  and  what  an  ambitious  defire 
of  extending  power  may  think  neceffary.  As 
for  ourfelves,  the  intcreft  of  the  public  muft  be 
our  only  guide  :  accordingly  it  is  incumbent  up¬ 
on  us  to  take  all  poflible  care,  that  the  foldiers 
are  not  abfent  from  their  col;  urs. 

Epijl.  XXXIV.  Pliny  to  the  Emperor 
Trajan. 

THE  Prufenles,  Sir,  have  an  ancient  and 
ruinous  bath,  which  they  defire  your 
leave  to  repair.  Upon  examining  into  the  con¬ 
dition  of  it,  I  find  it  ought  to  be  rebuilt.  1 
think  therefore  )ou  may  indulge  them  in  this 
requeft,  as  there  will  be  a  fufficient  fund  for  chat 
purpofe,  partly  from  thole  debts  which  are  due 
from  *  private  perfons  to  the  public,  which  I 
am  now  calling  in  ;  and  partly  from  what  they 
raife  among  themfelves  towards  furnifhing  the 
bath  with  oil,  which  they  are  willing  to  apply 
to  the  carrying  on  of  this  building  :  a  work 
which  the  ‘dignity  of  the  city,  and  the  fplen- 
dour  of  your  times  feems  to  demand. 


Epijl. 


See  letter  aS.  of  this  book. 
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Efft.  XXXV.  Trajan  to  Pliny. 

IF  the  erecting  a  public  bath  will  not  be  too 
great  a  charge  upon  the  Prufenfes,  we  may 
comply  with  their  requeft  ;  provided,  however, 
that  no  new  tax  be  levied  for  this  purpolV,  nor 
any  of  thofe  taken  off  which  are  applied  for  ne- 
ceilary  fcrvices. 

Epi/l.  XXXVI.  Pliny  to  the  Emperor 

Trajan. 

I  Am  affured.  Sir,  by  your  frcedman  and  re¬ 
ceiver-general  Maximus,  that  it  is  necelTary 
he  fhould  have  a  party  of  loldiers  afligned  to 
him,  over  and  befides  the  beneficiarti  *,  which, 
by  your  orders,  l  allotted  to  the  very  worthy  Ge- 
meilinus.  Thofe  therefore  which  I  found  in  his 
fervjce  1  thought  proper  to  continue  there,  efpe- 
cially  as  he  was  going  into  Paphlagonia  in  order 
to  procure  com.  For  his  better  fccurity  like  - 
wife,  and  becaufe  it  was  his  requeft,  I  added  two 
of  the  horfe-guards.  But  I  beg  you  would  in¬ 
form  me,  in  your  next  dispatches,  what  method 
you  would  have  me  obferve  for  the  future  in 
points  of  this  nature. 

Epi/l.  XXXVII.  Trajan  to  Puny. 

AS  my  freedman  Maximus  was  going  upon 
an  extraordinary  commiffion  to  procure 
corn,  I  approve  of  your  having  fuppli.d  him 
with  a  file  of  foldiers.  But  when  he  (hall  re¬ 
turn  to  the  duties  of  his  former  pod,  I  think 
two  from  you,  and  as  many  from  my  receiver- 
geneial  Virt.iis  Gemellinus,  (to  whom  he  is  co¬ 
adjutor),  will  be  fufScunt. 

*  See  letter  32.  of  this  book  in  note. 

Epi/l. 
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Epi/i.  XXXVIII.  Pliny  to  the  Emperor 
Trajan. 

SEmpronius  Caelianus,  (whofc  merit  I  muft  al¬ 
ways  mention  with  efleem),  having  difco- 
vered  two  *  Haves  among  the  recruits,  has  Cent 
them  to  me.  But  1  deferred  palling  fentence 
till  I  had  conferred  with  you,  the  glotious  found¬ 
er  and  firm  fupport  of  military  diicipline,  con¬ 
cerning  the  punifhment  proper  to  be  infli&ed 
upon  them.  My  principal  doubt  is,  that  though 
they  have  taken  the  military  oath,  they  are  not 
yet  entered  into  any  particular  legion.  I  beg 
therefore.  Sir,  you  would  let  me  know  what 
method  I  fhall  purfue,  efpecially  as  it  is  an  af¬ 
fair  in  which  example  is  concerned. 


»  The  Roman  policy  excluded  flaves  from  enter¬ 
ing  into  military  fervice,  and  it  was  death  if  they 
did  (o.  However,  upon  Cafes  of  great  neceflity,  this 
maxim  was  difpenfcd  with  ;  but  then  they  were  firft 
made  free  before  they  were  received  into  the  army, 
excepting  only  (as  Servius  in  his  notes  upon  Virgil 
obferves)  after  the  fatal  battle  of  Canna: ;  when  the 
public  diftrefs  was  fo  great,  that  the  Romans  recruit¬ 
ed  their  army  with  their  flaves,  though  they  had 
not  time  to  give  them  their  freedom.  One  reafon, 
perhaps,  of  this  policy  might  be,  that  they  did  not 
think  it  fafe  to  arm  fo  coniiderable  a  body  of  men, 
whofe  numbers  in  the  times  when  the  Roman  luxury 
was.  higheft,  we  may'have  fome  idea  of,  by  the  in- 
ftance  which  Pliny  the  r.aturalLft  mentions  of  Clau¬ 
dius  Ifodorus,  who  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  pof- 
fefled  of  no  lefs  than  4116  flaves,  notwithftanding 
he  had  loft  great  numbers  in  the  civil  wars.  P/in. 
lliji.  Nat.  33-  IO.  Meurjrus  eft  luxu  Rom. 


Epiji. 
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EpjJl.XXX IX.  Trajan  to  Pliny. 

SEmpronius  Caelianus  has  a  died  agreeably  to 
my  orders,  in  fending  fuch  perlons  to  be 
tried  before  you  as  appear  to  deferve  capital  pu-> 
niihtnent.  It  is  matciial  however,  in  the  cafe 
in  queftion,  to  inquire,  whether  thefe  flaves  in-. 
lifted  thcinfelves  voluntarily,  or  were  chofen  by. 
the  officers,  or  prefented  as  proxies  for  others., 
If  they  were  chofen,  the  officer  is  guilty ;  if 
they  are  proxies  the  blame  refts  with  thofe  who 
deputed  them  ;  but  if,  confcious  of  the  legal 
inabilities  of  their  ftation,  they  prefented  them- 
felves  voluntarily,  the  puniinment  mull  fall 
upon  their  own  heads.  That  they  are  rot  yet, 
entered  into  any  legion,  makes  no  great  diffe¬ 
rence  in  their  cafe ;  for  they  ought  to  have  gi¬ 
ven  a  true  account  of  themfelves  immediately 
upon  their  being  approved  as  lit  for  the  fervice. 

Epift.  XL.  Pliny  to  the  Emperor  Trajan. 

AS  I  have  your  permiffion.  Sir,  to  addrefs 
myfelf  to  you  in  all  my  doubts,  you  will 
not  eiteem  it  below  your  dignity  to  defeend  to 
thofe  affairs  which  concern  the  adminiftration  of 
my  poll.  1  find  there  are  in  leveral  cities,  par¬ 
ticularly  thofe  of  Nicomedia  and  Nicea,  certain 
perfons  who  take  upon  themfelves  to  a£t  as  pu¬ 
blic  flaves,  and  receive  an  annual  ftipend  ac¬ 
cordingly  ;  notwithftanding  they  have  been  con¬ 
demned  either  to  the  mines,  the  *  public  games, 
or  other  pur.ilhments  of  the  like  nature.  Ha- 

_*  A  puniflunent  among  the  Romans,  ufually  in¬ 
flicted  upon  flaves,  by  which  they  were  to  engage 
with  wild  bealts,  or  perform  the  part  of  gladiators 
in  the  public  fhews. 

,  ving 
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ving  received  information  of  this  abufe,  I  have 
been  long  debating  with  myfelf  how  i  fhoukl  at£t. 
On  the  one  hand,  to  fend  them  back,  again  to 
their  refpedlive  punifliments,  (many  of  them  be¬ 
ing  now  grown  old,  and  behaving,  as  I  am  af- 
fured,  with  fobriety  and  modefty),  would,  I 
thought,  be  proceeding  againft  them  too  fcvere- 
ly  ;  on  the  other,  to  retain  convifled  criminals 
in  the  public  ferviee,  feemed  not  altogether  fo 
decent.  I  confidered  at  the  fame  time,  to  fup- 
port  thefe  people  in  idlcnefs,  would  be  an  ufelefs 
expenfe  to  the  public  }  and  to  leave  them  to 
ftarve,  would  be  dangerous.  1  was  obliged 
therefore  to  l'ufpend  the  determination  of  this 
matter,  till  I  could  confult  with  you.  You  will 
be  defirous,  perhaps,  to  be  informed  how  it  hap¬ 
pened  that  thefe  perfons  efcaped  the  punifbments 
to  which  they  were  condemned.  This  inquiry 
I  have  a'fo  made  myfelf,  but  cannot  return  you 
any  fa tis factory  anfver.  'I  he  decrees  againlf 
thejn  were  indeed  produced  ;  but  no  retold  ap¬ 
pears  of  their  having  ever  been  reverfed.  It  was 
aflerced,  however,  that  thefe  people  were  par¬ 
doned  upon  their  petition  to  the  proconfuls,  or 
their  lieutenants  ;  which  feems  likely  enough  to 
be  the  truth,  as  ic  is  improbable  any  perfon 
fhould  have  dared  to  fet  them  at  liberty  w  ithout 
authority. 

Epijl.  XLI.  Trajan  to  Pliny. 

■\7"OU  wjil  remember  you  were  fent  into  Bi- 
X  thyria,  for  the  particular  purpo'e  of  cor¬ 
recting  th  fe  many  abtiles  with  which  it  appear¬ 
ed  t  -  be  over-run.  Now  none  Hands  more  in 
need  of  re  ormation,  than  that  criminals,  who 
have  beer,  fcntenced  t->  punifhmenc,  fno  tld,  not 
onl)  be  fet  at  liberty  (as  your  letter  info  ms  me) 
without  authority ;  but  even  appointed  to  em- 
ploymen  ts. 
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ployments,  which  ought  alone  to  be  exercifed 
by  perlons  whofe  charadlers  are  irreproachable. 
Thofe  therefore  among  them  wr.o  have  been 
convidied  within  thefe  ten  years,  and  whofe 
fentence  has  not  been  reverfed  by  proper  autho¬ 
rity,  muft  be  fent  back  again  to  their  refpedtive 
punifhments  :  but  where  more  than  ten  years 
have  elapled  fince  their  conviction,  and  they 
are  grown  old  and  infirm,  let  them  be  difpofed 
of  in  fuch  employments  as  are  but  few  degrees 
removed  from  the  punifhments  to  which  they 
were  fentenced  ;  that  is,  either  to  attend  upon 
the  public  baths,  cleanfe  the  common  fhores, 
or  repair  the  ftreets  and  highways,  the  ufual 
offices  to  which  fuch  perfons  are  alfigned. 

Epijl.  XLII.  Pliny  to  the  Emperor  Trajan. 

WHile  I  was  making  a  progrefs  in  a  dif¬ 
ferent  part  of  the  province,  a  prodi¬ 
gious  fire  broke  out  at  Nicomedia,  which  not 
only  confumed  feveral  p-ivate  houfes,  but  alio 
two  public  buildings,  the  town-houfe  and  the 
.temple  of  ifis,  though  they  flood  on  contrary  fides 
of  the  ftreec.  The  occafion  of  its  (pleading  thus 
far,  was  partly  owing  to  the  violence  of  the  wind, 
and  partly  to  the  indolence  of  the  people,  who,  l 
am  well  aiiurcd,  flood  fixed  and  idle  Ipeclators  cf 
this  terrible  calamity.  The  truth  i-,  the  city 
was  not  provided  either  with*  engines,  buckets. 


*  It  has  been  generally  imagined  that  the  ancients 
had  not  the  art  of  railing  water  by  engines;  but  this 
paiTaj?  fee  ins  to  favour  die  contrary  opinion.  The 
word  in  the  original  is  Jspbo,  which  HcfycHus  e  t- 
p  lapis  (as  one  or  the  commentators  oblervc.)  injlru- 
mtntutn  ad jaculandas  aquas  adverfus  incc:idia\  “  an. 
“  inllrun-.cnt  to  throw  up  water  again!!  fires.”  But 
there  is  a  paflhge  in  Seneca  which  fccnis  to  put'this 
-VoL.lI.  N  n  matter 
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or  any  one  finale  inftrument  proper  to  extin- 
guifh  fires;  which  I  have  now  however  given 
directions  to  have  prepared.  You  wi'l  confider, 
Sir,  whether  it  may  not  be  advifeable  to  infti- 
tute  a  company  of  firemen,  confifting  only  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  members.  I  will  take 
care  none  but  thofe  of  that  bufmefs  {hall  be  ad¬ 
mitted  into  it;  and  that  the  privileges  granted 
them  {hall  not  be  extruded  to  any  other  purpofe. 
As  this  incorporated  body  will  confill  of  fo  fmall 
a  number,  it  will  be  eafy  enough  to  keep  them 
under  proper  regulation. 

Eptjh  XLIII.  Trajan  to  Pliny. 

'I7r OU  are  of  opinion  it  would  be  proper  to 
conilitute  a  company  of  firemen  in  Nico- 
media,  agreeably  to  what  has  been  pra£tifid  in 
feveral  other  cities.  But  it  is  to  be  remembered, 
that  this  foit  of  focieties  have  greatly  difturbed 
the  peace  of  that  province  in  general,  and  of  thole 
cities  in  particular.  Whatever  name  we  give 
them,  and  for  whatever  purpofes  they  may  be 
founded,  they  will  not  fail  to  form  themfelves 
into  aflemblies,  however  (hort  their  meetings 
may  be.  It  will  therefore  be  fafer,  to  provide 
luch  machines  as  are  of  fervice  in  extinguishing 
fires,  injoining  the  owners  of  houfes  to  afiift  up- 

matter  beyond  conjefture,  though  none  of  the  critic: 
upon  this  place  have  taken  notice  of  it:  Sslemns,  fays 
he,  duabus  manibus  inter  fe  junSis  aquam  concipcrs, 
et  comp  rrjfa  uirinqtte  pahna  in  moduin  Jiphonis  expri¬ 
mer  e,  [OL  N.  1.  2.  16.]  ;  where  we  plainly  fee  the 
ule  of  this  Jipl'o  was  to  throw  up  water,  and  conse¬ 
quently  the  Romans  were  acquainted  with  that  art. 
The  account  which  Pliny  gives  of  his  fountains  at 
'T ufadi.tr.  is  likewife  another  evident  proof. 
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on  foch  occ.tfion? ;  and  if  it  (hall  be  necefiary, 
to  call  in  the  help  of  the  populace. 

Epiji.  XLIV.  Pliny  to  the  Emperor 
Trajan. 

WE  have  acquitted.  Sir,  and  renewed  our 
*  vows,  for  your  prufperity,  in  which 
that  of  the  public  is  necefiarily  included  ;  implo¬ 
ring  the  gods  to  grant  us  ever  thus  to  pay,  and 
thus  to  repeat  them. 

Epi/I.XLV.  Trajan  to  Puny. 

1  Received  the  latisfadlion,  my  dear  Pliny,  of 
being  informed  by  your  letter,  that  you,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  people  under  your  government, 
have  both  paid  and  renewed  your  vows  to  the 
immortal  gods,  for  my  health  and  bappinefs. 

Epiji.  XL VI.  Pliny  to-  the  Emperor 

Trajan. 

THE  city  of  Nicomedia,  Sir,  have  cxpendel 
three  millions  three  hundred  and  twenty 
nine  i'cfterces  building  an  aquasduct;  but,  not 
being  able  to  finilh  it,  the  works  are  entirely  fall¬ 
ing  to  ruin.  They  made  a  fecond  attempt  in 
ano.her  place,  where  they  laid  out  two  millions. 
But  this  likewife  is  difcontituied ;  fo  that,  after 
having  been  at  animmenfe  charge  to  no  pur  pole-, 
they  mull  ftiJl  be  at  a  farther  expenfc,  in  order 
to  be  accommodated  with  wa  er.  I  have  ex¬ 
amined  a  fine  fpring  from  whence  the  water 
may  be  conveyed  over  arches  (as  v/a?  done  in 
their  firft  defign),  in  fuch  a  manner  that  the 

*  This  was  aa  amriverfary  caQiom  obfervcl 
throughout  the  empire,  on  the  30th  of  December. 

N  n  2  higher. 


42+  The  EPISTLES  Book  X. 
higher,  as  well  as  level  and  low  parts  of  the  city 
niuy  he  fupplied.  There  are  but  very  few  of 
th.  old  arches  remaining;  the  fquare  Hones, 
however,  employed  in  the  former  building,  may 
‘'c  ufed  in  turning  the  new  ones.  I  am  of  opi- 
ion  part  ftiould  be  railed  with  brick,  as  that 
■  the  eafier  and  cheaper  method.  But  that 
work  may  not  be  carried  on  with  the  fame 
ill  ftn.-c>.fs  as  the  former,  it  will  be  neceffary  to 
fend  here  an  architedl  anJ  an  engineer.  And  I 
vviil  venture  to  fay,  from  the  beauty  and  ulefulnefs 
of  the  dcfi:n,  it  will  be  a  work  well  worthy  the 
fplemLur  of  your  times. 

Et>ip.  XLVII.  Trajan  to  Pliny. 

CAre  mull  be  taken  to  fupply  the  city  of  Ni- 
comedia  with  water ;  and  you  will  do  fo, 
1  am  well  perfuaded,  with  all  the  diligence  you 
ought.  But  it  is  moft  certainly  no  lefs  incum¬ 
bent  upon  you  to  examine,  by  whofe  mifeon- 
dudl  it  has  happened,  that  fuch  large  fums  have 
been  thrown  away  upon  this  work,  left,  by  ap¬ 
plying  the  money  to  private  purpofes,  this  aqute- 
du£t  fhould  likewife  be  left  unfinished.  You 
will  let  ir.e  know  the  refult  of  your  inquiry. 

Epi/i.  XLVIIJ.  Pliny  to  the  Emperor  Tra¬ 
jan. 

THE  citizens  of  Nicea,  Sir,  are  building  a 
theatre,  which,  though  it  is  not  yet  finilh- 
ed,  has  already  exhaufted,  as  I  am  informed,  (for 
I  have  not  examined  the  account  rnyfilf),  above 
*  ten  millions  of  fefterces  ;  and  what  is  worfe,  I 
fear 

*  About  8c,ccol.  of  our  money'.  To  thofe  who 
are  not  acqininted  with  the  immenfe  riches  of  the 
ancients. 
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fear  to  no  purpofe.  For  either  from  the  foun¬ 
dation  being  laid  in  a  marfhy  ground,  or  that  the 
ftones  the  a  felves  were  decayed,  the  walls  are 
cracked  from  top  to  bottom.  It  deferves  your 
condderation  therefore,  whether  it  be  bed  to  car¬ 
ry  on  this  work,  or  entirely  difcontinue  it ;  or  ra¬ 
ther,  perhaps,  whether  it  would  not  be  moil  pru¬ 
dent  abfolutely  to  deftroy  it:  for  the  foundations 
upon  which  this  building  is  immediately  fupport- 
ed,  appear  to  me  more  expenftve  than  {olid.  Several 
private  perfons  have  undertaken  to  build  the  com- 
partmentsof  thisthcatreat  their  ownexpenfe,  fume 
engaging  to  ere£I  the  portico,  others  the  galleries 
beyond  the  pit  *  :  but  this  defign  cannot  be  execu¬ 
ted,  as  the  principal  fabric  is  now  at  a  (land.  This 
city- 

ancients,  it  may  feem  incredible,  that  a  city,  not  the 
capitrd  one  neither,  of  a  conquered  province,  fhould 
expend  fo  large  a  fum  of  money,  upon  only  the  {hell 
(as  it  appears  to  be)  of  a  theatre :  but  Alia  was  efteem- 
ed  the  mod  confidcrable  part  of  the  world  for  wealths 
its  fertility  and  exportations  (as  Tu'.ly  obferves)  ex¬ 
ceeding  that  of  all  other  countries.  The  ingenious 
Dr  Arbuthnot  quotes  an  inftance  from  Athenseus  of 
Afiatie  riches,  which  a  man  mud  be  a  tolerable  arith¬ 
metician  even  to  count.  It  is  the  value  of  the  trea- 
fure  of  Sardanapalus,  with  which  he  made  a  funeral 
pile  for  himfelf  and  family  when  he  was  befieged  by 
Arbaces  king  of  the  Medes.  “  Athemus  makes 
“  the  value  of  the  treafure  of  this  pile  to  amount  to 
“  100,000,000  talents,  which  reckoned  in  G.diy  Ionic 
“  tal  rtr,  amounts  to  16,933,125,0001.  This  was 
“  only  the  value  of  the  filver;  there  was  befiJes  a 
“  tenth  part  of  that  number  of  talents  of  gold,  which, 
“  if  gold  was  reckoned  in  a  decuple  proportion,  will 
“  jud  double  that  fum.”  Arbutb.  anc.  cci.-ts. 

P •  2°3- 

*  The  word  ca-vea  in  the  original,  comprehends 
more  than  we  call  the  pit  ir.  our  theatres,  as  it  means 
N  n  2  tlie 
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city  is  alfo  rebuilding,  upon  a  more  enlarged 
plan,,  the  gymnafium  *,  which  was  burnt  down 
before  my  arrival  in  the  province.  They  have 
already  been  at  fome  (and,  I  doubt,  a  fruitlefs) 
expenie.  The  flruCture  is  not  only  irregular 
and  ill  difpofcd,  but  the  prefent  architect  (who 
it  mull:  be  owned  is  a  rival  to  the  perfon  who 
was  firft  employed)  allerts,  that  the  walls,  though 
they  are  twenty-two  feet  thick,  are  not  ftrong 
enough  to  fupport  the  fuperllruCture,  as  they  are 
not  mcrufted  without,  nor  the  intermeeiate 
ipace  properly  cemented  within..  The  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  Claudioj  Qlis  are  finking  (for  I  cannot 
call  it  erc&ing)  a  large  public  bath,  upon  a  low 
Ipot  of  ground  which  lies  at  the  foot  of  a  moun¬ 
tain.  The  fund  appropriated  for  the  carrying 
on  this  work,  arifes  from  the  money  which  thole 
honorary  members  you  were  pleated  to  add  to 
their  fenate,  paid  (or  at  Ieaft  are  ready  to  pay 
whenever  I  call  upon  them)  f  for  their  admiifion. 
As  I  am  afraid  therefore  the  public  money  in 
one  place,  and  (what  is  infinitely  more  valuable 
than  any  pecuniary  confederation)  your  benefac¬ 
tion  in  the  other,  Ihould  be  ill  applied,  I  am  ob¬ 
liged  to  delire  you  would  fend  hither  an  archi¬ 
tect  to  infpedt,  not  only  the  theatre,  but  the 

the  whole  fpace  in. which  the  fpeftators  fat.  Thefe 
theatres  being  open  at  top,  the  galleries  here  men¬ 
tioned  were  for  the  convenience  of  retiring  in  bad 

*  A  place  in  which  the  athletic  exercifes  were  per¬ 
formed,  and  where  the  philofophers  alfo  ufed  to  read 
their  ledtures. 

f  The  honorary  fenators,  that  is,  fuch  as  were 
not  received  into  the  council  of  the  city  by  elefticn, 
but  by  the  appointment  of  the  emperor,  paid  a 
certain  fum  of  money  upon  their  admiflion  into  the 
fenate, 

bath  i 
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bath  ;  in  order  to  confider  whether,  after  all  the 
expenfe  which  has  already  been  laid  out,  it  will 
be  better  to  finifh  them  upon  the  prefent  plan, 
or  reform  the  one,  and  remove  the  other  :  for  o- 
therwife  we  may  poffibly  throw  away  our  future 
coft,  by  endeavouring  not  to  lofe  what  we  have 
already  expended. 

Epi/i.XhlK.  Trajan  to  Pliny. 

YOU  who  are  upon  thefpot,  will  belt  be  able 
to  confider  and  determine  what  is  proper 
to  be  done  concerning  the  theatre,  which  the 
inhabitants  of  Nicea  are  building;  as  for  myfelf, 
it  will  be  fuf&uent  if  you  let  me  know  your  refo- 
lution.  With  relpedt  to  the  particular  parts  of 
this  theatre  which  are  to  be  railed  at  a  private, 
charge  ;  you.  will  fee  thofe  engagements  fulfilled, 
when  the  body  of  the  building,  to  which  they 
are  to  be  annexed,  fhall  be  finifhed.  —  Tilde 
paltry  Greeks  are,  1  know,  immoderately  fond 
of  gytnnaftic  diverfions,  and  therefore,  perhaps, 
the  citizens  of  Nicea  have  enlarged  their  fabric 
for  this  purpofe  beyond  its  due  proportion  ;  how¬ 
ever,  they  muft  te  contented  with  fuch  a  one  as 
will  be  fufEcient  to  anfwer  their  occafion?. 

I  entirely  leave  it  to  you  to  perluade  the  Clau- 
diopolitani  as  you  fhall  think  proper,  with  re¬ 
lation  to  their  bath,  which  they  have  placed,  it 
feems,  in  a  very  improper  lituaiion.  As  there  is 
no  province  that  is  not  furnifhed  with  men  of 
{kill  and  ingenuity,  you  cannot  pcfiibly  want 
architects  ;  unlefs  you  think  it  the  fliorteft  way 
to  get  them  from  Rome,  when  it  is  generally 
from  Greece  that  they  come  hither. 
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Epiji.  L.  Pliny  to  the  Emperor  Trajan. 

WHen  I  reflect  upon  the  fplendour  of  your 
exalted  ftati.m,  and  the  greatnefs  of 
your  mind,  nothing,  1  am  perfuaded,  can  be 
more  fuitable  to  both,  than  to  point  out  to 
you  fuch  defigns  as  are  worthy  of  your  glo¬ 
rious  and  immortal  name,  as  being  no  lefs  ufe- 
ful  than  magnificent.  Bordering  upon  the  ter¬ 
ritories  of  the  city  of  Nicomedia  is  a  mod  ex- 
tenfive  lake  ;  upon  which  the  commodities  of  the 
country  are  ealily  and  cheaply  tranfported  to  the 
high  road  j  but  from  thence  are  conveyed  in 
carriages,  to  the  fea-fide,  at  great  charge  and  la¬ 
bour.  To  remedy  this  inconvenience,  it  will 
require,  it  is  true,  many  hands  ;  but  upon  fuch 
an  occafion  they  cannot  be  fcarce  :  for  the  coun¬ 
try,  and  particularly  the  city,  is  exceedingly  po¬ 
pulous  :  and  one  may  affuredly  hope,  that  every 
body  will  readily  engage  in  a  work  which 
will  be  of  univerfal  benefit.  It  only  remains 
then  to  fend  hither,  if  you  {hall  think  pro¬ 
per,  a  furveyor  or  an  architect,  in  order  to  ex¬ 
amine  whether  the  lakes  lie  above  the  level  of 
the  fea  ;  the  engineers  of  this  province  being  of 
opinion  that  the  former  is  higher  by  forty  *  cu¬ 
bits.  I  find  there  is  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
this  place,  a  large  canal,  which  was  cut  by  one 
of  the  kings  of  this  country  ;  but  as  it  is  left  un- 
fiuilhcd,  it  is  uncertain  whether  it  was  for  the 
purpofe  of  draining  the  adjacent  lands,  or  ma¬ 
king  a  communication,  between  the  lake  and  the 
river.  It  is  equally  doubtful  too,  whether  the 
death  of  the  king,  or  the  defpair  of  being  able  to 
accomplifh  the  defign,  prevented  the  completion 
of  it.  If  this  was  the  reafon,  I  am  fo  much  the 

*  A  Roman  cubit  is  equal  to  i  foot  5  inches  4§? 
c f  our  meafure.  Arbutbnot’ s  tab. 
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more  defirous,  for  the  fake  of  your  illuftrious 
character,  (and  I  hope  you  will  prrdon  me  the 
ambition),  that  you  may  have  the  glory  of  execu¬ 
ting  what  kings  *  could  only  attempt. 

Epiji.  LI.  Trajan  to  Puny. 

THere  is  fomething  in  the  fcheme  you  pro- 
pofe  of  opening  a  communication  between 
the  lake  and  the  fea,  which  may,  perhaps,  tempt 
me  to  come  into  it.  But  you  muft  firli  careful¬ 
ly  examine  the  fituation  of  this  body  of  water, 
what  quantity  it  contains,  and  from  whence  it  is 
fupplied  ;  left,  by  letting  it  into  the  <ea,  it  fh  mid 
be  totally  exhaufted.  You  may  apply  to  Cal- 
phurnius  Macer  for  an  engineer;  as  I  will  alfo 
lend  you  from  hence,  feme  perfons  flailed  in 
works  of  this  nature. 

Epijl.  LII.  Pliny  to  the  Emperor  Trajan. 

Upon  examining  the  expenfes  of  the  city  of 
Byzantium,  (which  I  find  are  extremely 
great),  I  was  informed.  Sir,  that  the  appoint- 

*  A  commentator  upon  this  paffage  thinks  this  a 
very  extraordinary  compliment;  “  Asif,”  fays  he,“  an 
“  emperor  of  Rome  could  not  do  more  than  a  little 
“  king  of  Bithynia.”  But  it  is  much  more  probable 
that  this  critic  fhould  be  miflakcn  in  his  objeftion, 
than  Pliny  in  his  compliment;  and  though  he  will 
have  it  to  be  a  little  king,  it  is  more  reafonablc  to 
fuppofe  our  author  meant  fome  great  king  of  Perfia. 
Befides,  hnperator,  among  the  Romans,  had  notofit- 
felf  any  fuch  high  idea,  as  has  been  affixed  to  it  in 
later  times.  The  meaning  therefore  of  this  wifh 
feems  to  be,  that  though  Trajan  was  contented  to 
be  in  title  no  more  than  General  \Imperator],  jet  in 
a£ts  of  public  munificence  he  might  be  more  than 
thofe  who  proudly  ftyled  themfelves  kings. 
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ments  of  the  ambaflador  which  they  (end  yearly 
to  you  with  their  homage,  and  the  a£t  which 
pafles  in  the  fenate  upon  that  occafion,  amount 
to  twelve  thoufand  fefterces.  But  knowing  the 
generous  maxims  of  your  government,  I  thought 
proper  to  fend  the  decree  without  the  ambaifa- 
dor,  that  at  the  fame  time  they  difeharged  their 
public  duty  to  you,  they  might  be  eafed  in  the 
manner  of  paying  it.  This  city  is  likewife  taxed 
with  the  i'um  of  three  thousand  fefterces  towards 
defraying  the  expenfe  of  an  envoy,  whom  they 
annually  fend  to  compliment  the  governor  of 
Moefia :  this  expenfe  1  have  alfo  directed  to  be 
fpared.  I  beg.  Sir,  you  would  do  me  the  ho¬ 
nour  either  to  confirm  my  judgment,  or  correct 
my  error  in  thefe  points,  by  letting  me  know 
your  fentiments. 

Epiji.  LIII.  Trajan  to  Pliny. 

I  Well  approve,  my  dear  Pliny,  of  your  having 
excufed  the  Byzantines  the  expenle  of  fend¬ 
ing  an  ambaflador  to  me.  I  (hall  efteem  their 
duty  as  fufiiciently  paid  though  I  only  receive 
the  a<3:  of  their  fenate  through  your  hands.  The 
governor  of  Moefia  muft  likewife  excufe  them, 
if  they  compliment  him  at  a  Ids  expenfe. 

Epift.  LIV.  Pliny  to  the  Emperor  Trajan. 

I  Beg,  Sir,  you  would  fettle  a  doubt  I  have  con¬ 
cerning  your*  diplomas  ;  whether  you  think 
proper  that  thofe  whofe  dates  are  expired  (hall 

*  A  diploma  is  properly  a  grant  o(  certain  privi¬ 
leges  cither  to  particular  places  or  perlbns.  It  (ig- 
nifies  alfo  grants  of  other  kinds  ;  and  it  fometimes 
means  poll- warrants,  as,  perhaps,  it  does  in  this 
place. 
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be  in  force,  and  how  long?  For  I  am  apprehen- 
five  I  may,  through  ignorance,  eithe  r  confirm 
fuch  of  thefe  inftruments  as  are  illegal,  or  pre¬ 
vent  the  effect  of  thole  which  are  necdlary. 

Epift.  LV.  Trajan  to  Pliny. 

THE  diplomas  whofe  dates  are  expired, 
mu  ft  by  no  means  be  made  ule  of.  For 
which  reafon  it  is  a  principal  rule  with  me,  to 
fend  new  inftruments  of  this  kind  into  all  the 
provinces  before  they  arc  immediately  wanted. 

Epift.  LVI.  Pliny  to  the  Emperor  Trajan. 

UPon  intimating.  Sir,  my  defign  to  the  city 
of  Apamea,  of  examining  into  the  Hate  of 
their  public  funds  and  revenues,  they  told  me 
they  were  all  extremely  willing  l  lh"uld  infpect 
their  accounts  ;  but  that  no  proconful  had  ever 
yet  perufed  them,  as  they  had  a  privilege  (and 
that  of  very  ancient  date)  of  adminiftering  their 
commonwealth  in  the  manner  they  thought  pro¬ 
per.  I  required  them  to  draw  up  a  memorial 
of  what  they  then  offered,  which  I  tranfmit  to 
you  exactly  as  I  received  it }  though  I  am  fenfible 
it  contains  feveral  things  foreign  to  the  queftion. 
I  beg  you  would  honour  me  with  your  com¬ 
mands,  how  I  am  to  a£t  in  this  affair ;  for  I 
fhould  be  extremely  forry  cither  to  exceed  or 
fall  Ihort  of  my  commiffton. 

Epift.  LVII.  Trajan  to  Pliny. 

THE  memorial  of  the  Apameans  annexed  to 
your  letier,  has  faved  me  the  neceflity  of 
confidering  the  reafons  they  fuggeft,  why  the  for¬ 
mer  proconfuls  forbore  to  infpefl:  their  accounts  ; 
fince  they  are  willing  to  fubmit  them  to  your 
examination’- 
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examination.  Their  compliance  deferves  to  be 
encouraged;  and  they  maybe  aflured,  the  in¬ 
quiry  you  are  to  make  in  puifuance  of  my  or¬ 
ders,  fhall  be  with  a  full  referve  to  their  privi¬ 
leges. 

Epi/l.  LVIII.  Pliny  to  the  Emperor 
Trajan. 

THE  Nicomedians,  Sir,  before  my  arrival  in 
this  province,  had  begun  to  build  a  new 
forum  contiguous  to  their  former,  in  a  corner 
of  which  {lands  an  ancient  temple  dedicated  to 
the  mother  of  the  gods.  This  fabric  mull  either 
be  repaired,  or  removed  ;  and  for  this  reidon 
chiefly,  becaufe  it  is  a  much  lower  building  than 
that  which  is  n*>w  erc<?.ed.  Upon  inquiry  whe¬ 
ther  this  temple  had  been  con  (berated,  I  was  in¬ 
formed  that  their  manner  of  dedication  differs 
from  outs.  You  will  be  plcafed  therefore.  Sir, 
to  confider  whether  a  temple,  which  has  nut 
been  conftcratcd  in  form,  may  be  removed*, 
confiftendy  with  the  ceremonies  of  religion  :  for 
if  there  is  no  objection  from  that  quarter,  there 
is  none  on  the  fide  of  inconvenience. 

Epijl.  LIX.  Trajan  to  Pliny. 

YOU  may  without  fcruple,  my  dear  Pliny, 
if  the  fituation  requires  ir,  remove  the 
temple  of  the  mother  of  the  gods,  from  the  place 
whce  it  now  itands,  to  any  other  more  conve¬ 
nient.  You  need  be  under  no  difikulty  con¬ 
cerning  the  ait  of  dedication  ;  for  the  pound  of 
a  f  foreign  city  is  not  capable  of  receiving  that 

*  Whatever  was  legally  confecrated,  was  ever  af¬ 
terwards  inapplicable  to  profane  ufes. 

+  Thai  is,  a  city  not  admitted  to  enjoy  the  laws 
and  privileges  cf  Rome. 
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kind  of  confecratiou  which  is  obferved  by  our 
laws. 

Epijl.  LX.  Pliny  to  the  Emperor  Trajan. 

WE  have  celebrated.  Sir,  with  thofe  fenti- 
ments  of  joy  your  virtues  juftly  merit, 
the  day  of  your  acceflion,  when,  at  the  lame 
time  that  you  accepted,  you  faved  the  empire. 
And  we  fincerely  implored  the  gods  to  preferve 
you  in  health  and  profperity,  as  it  is  upon  your 
welfare  that  the  fecurity  and  repofe  of  mankind 
depends.  I  renewed  at  the  fame  time  the  oath 
of  allegiance  at  the  head  of  the  army,  which 
repeated  it  after  me  in  the  ufual  form,  the  people 
of  the  province  zealoufly  exprefling  their  a  flec¬ 
tion  to  you  by  taking  the  fame  oath. 

Epijl.  LXI.  Trajan  to  Pliny. 

YOur  letter,  my  dear  Pliny,  was  extremely 
acceptable,  as  it  gave  me  an  account  with 
what  zeal  and  affedlion  you,  together  with  the 
army  and  the  provincials,  foiemnized  the  day  of 
my  acceflion  to  the  empire. 

Epijl.  LXII.  Pliny  to  the  Emperor  Trajan, 

THE  money  owing  to  the  public,  is,  by  the 
prudence.  Sir,  of  your  councils,  and  the 
care  of  my  adminiftration,  either  actually  paid 
in,  or  now  recovering :  but  I  am  afraid  it  muft 
lie  unemployed.  For,  as  on  one  fide,  there  are 
few  or  no  opportunites  of  purchafing  land,  fo  on 
the  other,  one  cannot  meet  with  any  perfon  who 
is  willing  to  borrow  of  the  *  public,  (efpecially 
at 

*  The  reafbn  why  they  did  not  chufe  to  borrow 
of  the  public  at  the  fame  rate  of  intereft  which  they 
Vo i..  II.  O  o  paid 
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at  the  intereft  of  12  per  cent.),  when  they  can 
raife  money  upon  the  fame  terms  from  private 
hands.  You  will  confider  then,  bir,  whether  it 
may  not  be  advifable,  in  order  to  invite  refpon- 
fible  perfons  to  take  this  money,  to  lower  the 
intereft  j  or  if  that  fcheme  fhould  not  fucceed,  to 
place  it  in  the  bands  of  the  decurii,  upon  their 
giving  fufficient  fecurity  to  the  public.  And 
though  they  fhould  not  be  willing  to  receive  it, 
yet,  as  the  rate  of  intereft  will  be  abated,  the  hard- 
fhip  will  be  fo  much  the  left. 

Epijl.  LXIII.  Trajan  to  Pliny. 

I  Agree  with  you,  my  dear  Pliny,  that  there 
feems  to  be  no  other  method  of  facilitating 
the  placing  out  of  the  public  money,  than  by 
lowering  the  intereft ;  the  meafure  of  which 
you  will  determine  according  to  the  number  of 
the  borrowers.  But  to  compel  perfons  to  re¬ 
ceive  it,  who  are  not  difpofed  to  do  fo,  when 
poflibly  they  them felves  may  have  no  opportunity 
of  employing  it,  is  by  no  means  confiftent  with 
the  juftice  of  my  government. 

Epijl.  LXIV.  Pliny  to  the  Emperor 
Trajan. 

I  Return  you  my  higheft  acknowledgments. 
Sir,  that,  among  the  many  important  occu¬ 
pations  in  which  you  are  engaged,  you  have  con- 
defeended  to  be  my  guide  in  thofe  points  where¬ 
in  I  have  confulted  you  :  a  favour  which  I  muft 
now  again  bcfeech  you  to  grant  me.  A  certain 

paid  to  private  perfons,  was  (as  one  of  the  commen¬ 
tators  obferves),  becaufe  in  the  former  iniiance  they 
were  obliged  to  give  fecurity  ;  whereas  in  the  latter, 
thev  could  raife  money  upon  their  perfonal  credit. 

perfon 
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per  (cm  came  before  me  with  a  complaint,  that 
his  advcrfaries,  who  had  been  banifhcd  for  thieo 
years  by  the  illuftrious  Semlius  Culvus,  fli!l  re¬ 
mained  in  the  province  :  they,  011  the  contrary, 
affirmed  that  Calvus  had  reftored  them  again  to 
their  country,  and  produced  his  edict  to  that 
purpefe.  I  thought  it  ntcellary  therefore  to  re¬ 
fer  the  whole  affair  to  you.  For  as  I  have  your 
exprefs  orders  not  to  reftoie  any  pi-rfon  who  has 
been' fentcnced  to  banifhment  either  by  myfllf 
or  others ;  fo  I  have  no  directions  with  rdpeiSt 
to  thofe,  who  having  been  banifhtd  by  fome  of 
my  predeceffors  in  this  government,  have  by 
them  alfo  been  reftored.  X  am  obliged,  then,  to 
beg  you  would  inform  me.  Sir,  what  method  I 
fhould  obferve,  as  well  with  regard  to  thefe,  as 
to  others,  who,  after  having  been  condemned  to 
perpetual  banifhment,  have  returned  to  the  pro¬ 
vince  without  permiffion  :  for  cafes  of  that  nature 
have  likewife  fallen  under  my  cognifance.  A 
perfbn  was  brought  before  me  who  had  been 
fentcnccd  to  perpetual  exile  by  the  proconful 
Julius  BaiFus:  but  knowing  that  the  acls  of 
BaiFus,  during  his  adminiftration,  had  been  re  - 
feinded,  and  that  the  fenate  had  granted  leave  to 
all  thole  who  had  fallen  under  his  condemnation, 
of  bringing  their '  appeal,  provided  they  did  lb 
within  the  fpacc  of  two  years  :  I  inquired  of 
this  man  whether  he  had  acquainted  the  procon- 
iul  with  his  cafe?  He  replied,  he  had  not.  I 
beg  then  you  would  inform  me  whether  you 
would  have  him  font  back  again  into  exile  ;  or 
whether  you  thir.k  iome  more  fevere,  and  what 
kind  of  punifhment,  fhould  be  inflicted  upon 
him,  and  fuch  others  as  may  hereafter  be 
found  to  lie  under  the  fame  delinquency.  I 
have  annexed  to  my  letter  the  decree  of  Cairns, 
and  the  ediiSt  by  which  the  perfbn;  mentioned 
above  were  reftored,  as  alfo  che  decree  of  BaiFus. 
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Epi/i.  LXV.  TnAjAtf  to  Peiny. 

I  Will  let  you  know  my  determination  con¬ 
cerning  thofe  exiles  which  were  banilhed  for 
three  years  by  the  proconful  P.  Servilius  Calvus, 
and  foon  aftervyards  reftored  to  the  province  by 
his  eJidt,  when  I  fliallhave  informed  inyielf  from 
him  of  the  reafons  of  this  proceeding.  With 
rripect  to  that  perfon  who  was  fentenced  to  per¬ 
petual  banifhment  by  Julius  Baflus,  yet  con¬ 
tinued  to  remain  in  the  province,  without  ma¬ 
king  his  appeal  if  he  thought  himfeif  aggrieved, 
(though  he  had  two  years  given  him  far  that 
purpofe),  I  would  have  him  lent  in  chains  to  my 
*  prxtorian  praefe£ls :  for  only  to  remand  him 
back  to  a  punilhment  which  he  has  contuma- 
eioufly  eluded,  will  by  no  means  be  fuificient. 

Epi/l.  LXVI.  Puny  to  the  Emperor 
Trajan. 

it  7  Hen  I  cited  the  judges.  Sir,  to  attend  me 
VV  at  a  f  feffions  which  1  was  going  to  hold, 
Flavius  Archippus  claimed  the  privilege  of  being 
excufed,  as  exercillng  the  profeflion  of  a  %  philo- 

*  Thefe,  in  the  original  inftitution  as  fettled  by 
Auguitus,  were  only  commanders  of  his  body-guards, 
but  in  the  later  times  of  the  Roman  empire  they 
were  next  in  authority  under  the  Emperor,  to  whom 
they  feem  to  have  afted  as  a  fort  of  prime  miniflers. 

-f-  The  provinces  were  divided  into  a  kind  of  cir¬ 
cuits  called  cenventus,  whither  the  proccnfuls  ufed  to 
go  in  order  to  adminiiler  juftice.  The  judges  here 
mentioned  mull  not  be  underllood  to  mean  the  fame 
fort  of  judicial  officers  as  with  us;  they  were  rather  in 
the  nature  of  our  juries. 

$  By  the  imperial  conftitutions  the  philofophers 
were  exempted  from  all  public  funflions.  Catanaus 
fopher. 
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fopher.  It  was  alleged  by  fome  who  were 
prefent,  that  he  ought  not  only  to  be  excufed 
from  that  office,  but  even  (truck  out  of  the  roll 
of  judges,  and  remanded  back  to  the  punilhment 
from  which  he  had  efcaped  by  breaking  his 
chains.  At  the  fame  time  a  (entence  of  the  pro- 
con  ful  Velius  Paullus  was  read,  by  which  it  ap¬ 
peared  that  Archippus  had  been  condemned  to 
the  mines  for  forgery.  He  had  nothing  to  pro¬ 
duce  in  proof  that  this  fentence  had  ever  been 
reverfed.  He  alleged,  however,  in  fovour  of 
his  reftitution,  a  petition  which  he  prefented  to 
Domitian,  together  with  a  letter  from  that  prince 
and  a  decree  of  the  Prufenfians  in  his  honour.  To 
thefe  he  fubjoined  a  letter  which  he  had  recei¬ 
ved  from  you  j  as  alfo  an  edi£t  and  a  letter  of 
your  auguft  father  confirming  the  grants  which 
had  been  made  to  him  by  Domitian.  For  thefe 
reafons,  notwithftanding  crimes  of  fo  atrocious 
a  nature  were  laid  to  his  charge,  I  did  not  think 
proper  to  determine  any  thing  concerning  him, 
without  firft  confulting  with  you  in  the  affair, 
which  fcems  to  merit  your  peculiar  decifion. 

I  have  tranfmitted  to  you,  with  this  letter,  the 
feveral  allegations  on  both  (ides. 

Domitian’s  Epift.  to  Terentius  Maxi¬ 
mus. 

“  T^Lavius  Archippus  the  philofopher  has  pre- 
**  vailed  with  me  to  give  an  order  that 
“  600,000  fefterces  be  laid  out  in  the  purchafe  of 
“  an  eftate  for  the  fupport  of  him  and  his  family, 
cc  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Prufias,  his  native 
“  country.  Let  this  be  accordingly  done:  and 
cc  place  that  fum  to  the  article  of  my  benefac- 
«  tions.” 
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From  the  fame,  to  L.  Appius  Maximus. 

“  ¥  Recommend,  my  dear  Maximus,  to  your 
“  -I  protection,  that  worthy  philofopher  Ar- 
“  chippus ;  a  perfon  whofe  morals  are  agreeable 
“  to  his  profeffion  :  and  1  would  have  you  pay 
“  full  regard  to  whatever  he  Ihall  rcafonably  re- 
“  queft.” 

The  EDICT  of  the  Emperor  Nerv a. 

“  rTT'Here  are  fome  points,  no  doubt,  Quirites, 
“  -L  concerning  which  the  happy  trnor  of 
“  my  government  is  a  fufficient  explanation  of' 
11  my  fentiments  j  ar.d  a  good  prince  need  not 
“  give  an  exprels  declaration  in  matters  where- 
“  in  his  intention  cannot  but  be  clearly  under- 
"  ftood.  Every  citizen  in  the  empire  will  bear 
“  me  witnefs,  that  I  gave  up  my  private  repofe 
“  to  the  fecurity  of  the  public,  in  order  to  have 
“  the  pleafure  of  difpenfing  new  bounties  of  my 
“  own,  and  confirming  former  ones  of  my  pre- 
“  decefiors.  But  left  the  memory  of  him  *  who 
“  made  thefe  grants,  or  the  diffidence  of  thofe 
“  vvho  received  them,  Ihould  occafion  any  in- 
**  terruption  to  the  public  joy,  1  thought  it  as 
“  neceffary  as  it  is  agreeable  to  me  to  obviate 
**  thefe  fufpicions,  by  alluring  them  of  my  in- 
“  dulgence.  Let  it  not  be  thought  that  I  fhall 
“  refeind  either  the  public  or  private  a£ls  of  any 
“  former  prince,  for  the  fake  of  meriting  the  ob- 
“  ligation  of  ratifying  and  confirming  them  ;  nor 
“  need  any  who  have  received  the  fmiles  of  im- 
“  psrial  favour,  renew  their  petitions  to  me  in 
“  order  to  enjoy  the  benefit  of  them.  Rather  let 
**  them  leave  me  in  full  leifure  for  conferring  new 
*  Xkmiitian, 

“  favours  3 
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“  favours  ;  under  the  affurance,  that  I  am  only 
“  to-be  folicited  for  thofe  which  have  not  already 
“  bean  obtained.” 


From  the  fame,  to  Tullius  Justus. 

‘  \Sl  have  made  it  the  maxim  of  my  govern- 
‘  I\.  ment  to  obferve  the  ordinances  of  my 
c  predeceffors  in  all  things,  fo  regard  muft  be 
4  paid  to  the  letters  of  Domitian.” 


Epift.  LXVII.  Pliny  to  the  Emperor  Tra¬ 
jan. 

FLavius  Arehippus  has  conjured  me  by  all  mf 
wifhes  for  your  profperity,  and  by  your  im¬ 
mortal  glory,  that  I  would  tranfmit  to  you  the 
memorial  which  he  prefented  to  me.  I  could 
not  refufs  a  requeft  conceived  in  fuch  terms; 
however,  I  acquainted  the  prolecutrix  with  this 
my  intention,  from  whom  1  have  alfo  received  a 
memorial  on  her  part.  I  have  annexed  them 
both  to  my  letter ;  that,  by  hearing  as  it  were 
each  fide,  you  may  more  eafily  confider  what  to 
determine  in  this  affair. 


Epift.  LXVIII.  Trajan  to  Pliny. 

IT  is  poflible  Domitian  might  be  ignorant  of 
the  circumftances  in  which  Arehippus  was, 
when  he  wrote  the  letter  fo  much  to  that  philo- 
fopher’s  honour.  However,  it  is  more  agreeable 
to  my  difpofition  to  fuppofe  that  prince  deligned 
he  fhould  be  reftored  to  his  former  fltuation  ; 
ffpecially  fince  he  fo  often  had  the  honour  of  a 
flatus  decreed  to  him  by  thofe  who  could  not 
be  *  ignorant  of  the  fentence  which  the  procon- 

*  In  the  text  of  all  the  editions  it  is  qi:i  rgnorabant ; 
but  the  reafoning  feems  to  require  the  negative  parti¬ 
cle  ;  though  the  commentators  have  palled  over  the 
pafihge  without  objection. 

ful 
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ful  Paullus  pronounced  upon  him.  But  I  do  not 
mean  to  intimate  by  this,  my  dear  Pliny,  that  if 
any  new  charge  fhould  be  brought  againft  him, 
vou  fhould  be  lefs  di/pofed  to  hear  his  accufers, 
t  have  examined  the  memorial  of  his  profecutrix, 
Furia  Prima,  as  alfb  that  of  Archippus  himfelf 
•which  you  fent  with  your  former  letter. 

Epijl.  LXIX.  Pliny  to  the  Emperor  Trajan. 

IT  is  with  great  judgment.  Sir,  you  are  appre- 
hcnfive  *,  that  the  lalce  will  be  in  danger  of 
being  entirely  drained,  if  a  communication  is  o- 
pened  between  that  and  the  fea,  by  means  of  the 
river  :  but  I  think  I  have  found  a  method  to  ob¬ 
viate  that  inconvenience.  A  channel  may  be 
cut  from  the  lake  to  the  river,  and  a  narrow  flip 
of  land  left  between  them.  By  this  means  the 
water  in  the  lake  will  not  only  be  preferved  and 
kept  diftindl  from  the  river,  but  all  the  fame  pur- 
pofes  will  be  anfwered  as  if  they  were  united  : 
for  it  will  be  extremely  eafy  to  convey  over  that 
little  intervening  ridge  whatever  burthens  fhall  be 
brought  down  by  the  canal.  This  is  a  fcheme 
which  may  be  purfued,  if  it  fhould  be  found  ne- 
ceflary  ;  but  I  hope  there  will  be  no  occalion  to 
put  it  in  practice.  For  in  the  firft  place,  the 
lake  itfelf  is  pretty  deep  ;  and  in  the  next,  by 
damming  up  a  river,  which  runs  from  it  on  the 
oppoflte  fide,  and  turning  its  courfe  as  we  fhall 
find  proper,  the  fame  quantity  of  water  may  ftill 
be  retained.  Befides,  there  are  feveral  little 
brooks  near  the  place  where  it  is  propofed  the 
channel  fhall  be  cut,  which,  if  fkilfully  colledted, 
will  fupply  the  lake  with  water  in  proportion  to 
what  it  fhall  lofe.  But  if  you  fhould  rather  ap¬ 
prove  of  the  channel’s  being  extended  farther, 
.  ad  cut  narrower,  and  fo  conveyed  diredtly  into 
*  See  letters  50.  and  5 1 .  of  this  book. 
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the  fea,  without  running  into  the  river,  the  re¬ 
flux  of  the  tide  will  return  whatever  it  receives 
from  the  lake.  After  all,  if  the  nature  of  the 
place  fhould  not  admit  of  any  of  thefe  fchemes, 
the  courfe  of  the  water  may  be  checked  by  llui- 
ces.  Thefe,  however,  and  many  other  particu¬ 
lars,  will  be  more  fkilfully  examined  into  by  the 
engineer,  which,  agreeably  to  your  promiie,  I 
hope  you  will  fend  ;  for  indeed.  Sir,  it  is  an  en¬ 
terprise  well  worthy  of  your  attention  and  mag* 
nificence.  In  the  mean  while  I  have  wrote  to 
the  illuftrious  Calpurnius  Macer,  in  purfuance 
of  your  orders,  to  fend  me  a  proper  engineer  for 
this  occalion. 

Epi/i.  LXX.  Trajan  to  Pliny. 

IT  is  evident,  my  dear  Pliny,  that  neither  your 
prudence  nor  your  care  have  been  wanting 
in  this  affair  of  the  lake,  fince,  in  order  to  make 
it  of  more  general  benefit  to  us,  you  have  pro¬ 
vided  fa  many  expedients  againft  the  hazard  of 
its  being  drained.  1  leave,  it  to  your  own  choice 
to  -purfue  which  ever  fcheme  fhall  be  thought 
moft  proper.  Calpurnius  Macer  will  furnilh. 
you,  no  doubt,  with  an  engineer,  and  artifts  of 
that  kind  are  not  wanting  in  his  province. 

Epijl.  LXXI.  Pliny  to  the  Emperor  Trajan*. 

AVery  confiderable  queftion,  Sir,  in  which 
the  whole  province  is  interefted,  has  been 
lately  flatted,  concerning  the  *  ftate  and  main¬ 
tenance  of  dtferted  children.  I  have  examined 
the  conftitutions  of  former  princes  upon  this 
head,  but  not  finding  any  thing  in  them  relating, 
either  in  general  or  particular,  to  the  Eithynians, 

*  That  is,  whether  they  fhould  be  confidered  in  a. 
Sate  of  freedom  or  flavery. 
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I  thought  it  necefiary  to  apply  to  you  for  your 
diredtions  :  tor  in  a  point  which  Teems  to  require 
the  fpi_ciai  interpu/ltion  of  your  authority,  I 
could  not  content  myfolf  with  following  prece¬ 
dents.  An  edifl  of  the  emperor  Auguflus  (as 
pretended)  was  read  to  me,  concerning  one  An¬ 
nie  ;  as  alfo  a  letter  from  Vefpafian  to  the  La¬ 
cedemonians,  and  another  from  Titus  to  the 
fame,  with  one  likewile  from  him  to  the  Achae- 
ans.  At  the  fame  time  fomc  letters  from  Domitian 
were  exhibited  to  me,  diredted  to  the  procon- 
fuls  Avidius  Nigrinus,  and  Armenius  Brocchus, 
together  with  one  from  that  prince  to  the  Lace¬ 
daemonians  :  but  I  have  not  tranfmitted  them  to 
you,  as  well  becaufe  they  were  not  corredt  (and 
Tome  of  them  too  of  fufpicious  authority),  as  be¬ 
caufe  I  imagine  the  true  copies  are  preferved  in 
your  archives. 

Epi/i.  LXXII.  Trajan  to  Puny. 

THE  queftton  concerning  fech  children  as 
were  expofed  by  their  parents,  and  after¬ 
wards  taken  up  by  others,  and  educated  in  a  Itatc 
of  fervitude  though  born  free,  has  been  fre¬ 
quently  difeufled  ;  but  I  do  not  find  in  the  con- 
ftitutions  of  the  princes  my  predecefTors,  any  ge¬ 
neral  regulation  upon  this  head,  extending  to  all 
the  provinces.  There  are,  indeed,  fome  re- 
feripts  of  Domitian  to  Avidius  Nigrinus  and  Ar¬ 
menius  Brocchus,  which  ought  to  be  obferved  ; 
but  Bithynia  is  not  comprehended  in  the  provin¬ 
ces  therein  mentioned.  I  am  of  opinion  there¬ 
fore,  that  the  claims  of  thofe  who  aflert  their 
right  of  freedom  upon  this  footing,  fhould  be  al¬ 
lowed  without  obliging  them  to  purchafe  their 
liberty  by  paying  for  their  maintenance. 

Epyr- 
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Epiji.  LXXIII.  Pliny  to  the  Emperor 
Trajan. 

HAving  been,  petitioned  by  fome  per  ions  to 
grant  them  the  liberty  (agreeably  to  the 
practice  of  former  proconfuls)  of  removing  the  re¬ 
lics  of  their  deceafed  relations,  upon  the  fugge- 
ftion,  that  either  their  monuments  were  decayed 
by  age,  or  ruined  by  the  inundations  of  the  river, 
or  for  other  realans  of  the  lame  kind  ;  I  thought 
proper.  Sir,  knowing  that,  in  cales  of  this  nature, 
it  is  ufual  at  Rome  to  apply  to  the  college  of 
priefts,  to  confult  with  you  who  are  the  foveieign 
of  that  facred  order,  what  you  would  have  me 
obferve  in  this  affair. 

Ep'ijl.  LXXIV.  Trajan  to  Pliny. 

IT  will  be  a  hardfhip  uron  the  provincials, 
to  oblige  them  to  addrefs  themfelves  to  the 
college  of  priefts,  whenever  they  may  have  juft 
reafons  for  removing  the  alhes  of  their  anceftors. 
In  this  cafe,  therefore,  it  will  be  better  you  Ihould 
follow  the  example  of  the  governors  your  pre- 
decefi'ors,  and  grant  or  deny  them  this  liberty  as 
you  {hall  fee  reafonable. 

Epi/i.  LXXV.  Pliny  to  the  Emperor  Tra¬ 
jan. 

IHave  inquired.  Sir,  at  Prufa,  for  a  propet 
place  on  which  to  erect  the  bath  you  were 
pleafed  to  allow  that  city  to  build ;  and  I  have 
found  one  to  my  fatisfaction.  It  is  upon  the  fite 
where  formerly,  I  am  told,  flood  a  very  beautiful 
fabric,  but  which  is  now  entirely  fallen  into 
ruins.  By  fixing  upon  that  fpot,  we  {hall  gain 
the  advantage  of  ornamenting  the  city  in  a  part 
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which  at  prefent  is  exceedingly  deformed,  and 
enlarging  it  at  the  fame  time  without  removing 
any  of  the  edifices ;  only  rebuilding  one  which 
is  fallen  to  decay.  There  are  fome  circumftan- 
ces  attending  this  ftrudure,  of  which  it  is  proper 
I  ftiould  inform  you.  Claudius  Polytenus  be¬ 
queathed  it  to  the  emperor  Claudius  Caefar,  with 
directions  that  a  temple  Ihould  be  ereCted  to  that 
prince  in  the  midft  of  a  piazza,  and  that  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  houfe  fhould  be  let  in  apartments. 
The  city  received  the  rents  for  a  confiderable 
time ;  but  partly  by  its  having  been  plundered, 
and  partly  by  its  being  neglected,  the  piazza,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  whole  dome,  is  entirely  gone 
out  of  repair,  and  there  is  now  fcarce  any  thing 
remaining  of  it,  but  the  ground  upon  which  it 
flood.  If  you  Ihall  think  proper.  Sir,  either  to 
give  or  fell  this  fpot  of  ground  to  the  city,  as  it 
lies  fo  conveniently  for  their  purpofe,  they  will 
receive  it  as  the  higheft  mark  of  your  favour.  I 
intend,  with  your  permifiion,  to  place  the  bath 
in  the  vacant  area ;  and  to  extend  a  range  of  por¬ 
ticoes  with  feats,  in  that  part  where  the  former 
edifice  flood.  This  new  fabric  I  defign  to  dedi¬ 
cate  to  you,  by  whofe  bounty  it  will  rife  with  all 
the  elegance  and  magnificence  worthy  of  your 
glorious  name.  I  have  fent  you  a  copy  of  the 
will,  by  which,  though  it  is  not  very  correct,  you 
will  fee,  that  Polyaenus  left  fcveral  things  for  the 
ornament  of  this  houfe ;  but  thofe  alfo  are  loft 
with  all  the  reft  :  I  will  however  make  the  ftricteft 
inquiry  after  them  that  1  am  able. 

Epijl.  LXXVI.  Trajan  to  Puny. 

IHave  no  objection  to  the  Prufenfes  making 
ufe  of  the  area  together  with  the  vacant 
houfe,  which  you  fay  is  fallen  into  ruins,  for  the 
fituation  of  their  bath.  But  it  is  not  fufficientlv 
clear 
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clear  by  your  letter,  whether  the  temple  in  the 
centm  of  the  piazza  was  actually  dedicated  to 
Claudius,  or  net  ;  for  if  it  were,  it  is  ftill  confe- 
crated  ground  *. 

Epijl.  LXXVII.  Pliny  to  the  Emperor  Tra¬ 
jan. 

I  Have  been  preffed  by  fome,  to  take  upon 
rnyfidf  the  cognifance  of  ca  tiles  relating  to 
claims  of  freedom  by  birthright,  according  to  a 
refeript  of  Domitian’s  to  Minucius  Rufus,  and 
the  practic:  of  foimer  proconfuls.  But  upon 
cafting  mv  eye  on  the  decree  of  the  fenate  con¬ 
cerning  cafes  of  this  nature,  I  find  it  only  men¬ 
tions  f  the  proconfular  province-;.  I  therefore. 
Sir,  defer  infertile:  d;ing  in  this  affair,  till  f  flull 
receive  your  commands  how  you  would  have  me 
adt. 


*  And  c^nfepently,  by  the  Roman  laws,  unappli  • 
cable  to  any  other  purpofe. 

f  The  Roman  provinces,  in  the  times  of  the  empe¬ 
rors,  were  of  two  forts;  thofe  which  were  Jiffin- 
guifhed  by  the  r.ame  of  the  Proyinci-r  C-r/aris,  and 
the  Pronincite  Senntus.  The  Pr>zi>tci/s  C/tfaris ,  or 
imperial  provinces,  w  re  inch  as  the  emperor,  for 
rcafons  uf  ;  olicy,  referred  to  iiis  own  immediate 
ndnini.' ration,  or  of  thole  whom  he  thought  proper 
to  a.  point:  the  Proviacit-  S,./ir'tus,  or  proconfular 
pros ::  ces,  were  fuch  as  he  left  to  the  government  of 
procor.fuU  or  pn.tt  rs  chofen  in  the  ordinary  method 
of  cleflien  [Fid.  Sunt,  in  Aug.  c.  44.  ».*!.].  Of 

our  author  profiled  there.  Fid.  Mqffbn.  -vit.  Plin 
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Epl/l.  LXXVIII.  Trajan  to  Pliny. 

IF  you  will  fend  me  the  decree  of  the  fenate, 
which  occafioned  your  doubt,  I  fhall  be  ab  e 
to  judge,  whether  you  ought  to  take  upon  your- 
felf  the  cognifince  of  caules  relating  to  claims 
of  freedom  by  birthright. 

F.pijl.  LXX1X.  Pliny  to  the  Emperor 
Trajan. 

JUlius  Largus,  of  the  province  of  Pontica, 
(whom  I  never  faw,  nor  indeed  even  heard 
of  till  lately),  in  confidence.  Sir,  of  your  diftin- 
guilhing  judgment  in  my  favour,  has  intruded 
me  with  the  execution  of  the  laft  inftance  of 
hi-,  loyalty  towards  you.  He  has  left  me,  by 
will,  his  eftate  upon  trufi,  in  the  firft  place  to 
receive  out  of  it  50,000  lefterccs  for  my  own 
ufe,  and  to  apply  the  remainder  for  the  benefit 
of  the  cities  of  Heraclea  and  Tiani,  either  for 
the  ereiling  forne  public  edifice  in  honour  of 
your  memoiy,  or  inftitiiting  athletic  games,  as 
i  (hall  fee  proper.  Thefe  games  are  to  be  ce¬ 
lebrated  every  five  years,  and  called  Trajan's 
games.  Of  this  I  thought  it  neceiTary  to  ac¬ 
quaint  you  ;  and  for  this  reafon  chiefly,  that  I 
may  have  your  fentiments  how  I  ought  to  de¬ 
termine. 


E’lft.  LXXX.  Trajan  to  Pliny. 

BY  the  prudent  choice  Julius  Largus  has 
made  of  a  truftce,  one  would  imagine  he 
had  known  you  well.  You  will  confider  then 
what  will  mod  tend  to  the  perpetuating  of  his 
memory,  according  to  the  circumftanccs  of  the 
rrfpc£tive 
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refpedtive  places  ;  and  puifue  whatever  you  ilia.II 
think  mod  proper. 

Eph'i.  LXXXI.  Pliny  to  the  Emperor 
Trajan. 

YOU  a<£ted  agreeably.  Sir,  to  your  ufual  pru¬ 
dence,  when  you  commanded  thc-illuftii- 
ous  Calpurnius  Macer  to  fend  a  legionary  cen  ¬ 
turion  to  Byzantium.  You  wi.lconfnler  whether 
the  city  of  Julioprlis  does  not  deferve  the  fanie 
regard,  which,  though  it  is  extremely  fmall, 
fuftains  very  great  burthens,  and  is  fo  much  the 
more  expofed  to  injuries,  as  it  is  lefs  capable  of 
refilling  them.  Whatever  benefits  you  Ihall 
confer  upon  that  city,  will  in  effect  be  advan¬ 
tageous  to  the  whole  country  :  for  it  is  fitu.u<  d 
at  the  entrance  of  Bi.hynia,  and  is  the  town 
through  which  all  who  travel  into  that  pro¬ 
vince  generally  pafs. 

Epijl.  LXXXII.  Trajan*  to  Pliny. 

THE  circumftanccs  of  the  city  of  Byzantium 
are  fuch,  by  the  great  confluence  of  Gran¬ 
gers  to  it,  that  I  thought  rnyfclf  obliged  to  ho¬ 
nour  it  with  a  legionary  centurion’s  guard,  which 
was  always  granted  to  them  in  former  reigns. 
But  if  we  fhould  diflinguifli  the  city  of  Juliopoiis 
in  the  fame  manner,  it  will  be  introducing  a 
precedent  for  many  others,  whofL-  claim  to  that 
favour  will  rife  in  proportion  to  their  want  of 
ftrength.  I  have  fo  much  confidence,  however, 
in  your  adminiftration,  as  to  believe  you  will 
omit  no  method  of  protecting  them  from  inju¬ 
ries.  If  any  fhall  adt  contrary  to  the  dii'cipline 
1  have  injoined,  let  them  be  inftantly  corrected  ; 
or  fhould  their  crimes  be  too  enormous  for  im¬ 
mediate  chafti'em ent,  if  they  hapocn  to  be  fo!- 
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ci?rs,  I  would  have  them  lent  to  th:ir  officers, 
with  an  account  of  the  pariicular  rrifdemesr.or 
you  lhall  find  they  have  been  guilty  of ;  but  it 
they  are  perfesns  who  are  returning  to  Rome,  in¬ 
form  me  by  letter. 


Epijl.  L XXXIII.  Puny  to  the  Emperor 
Trajan. 

BY  a  law  of  *  Pompey’s  concerning  the  Bi- 
thyniins  it  is  enabled.  Sir,  that  no  perfon 
fiiall  exercilc  any  magiftracy,  or  be  chi  fen  into 
the  fenate  under  the  age  of  thirty.  By  the  fame 
Jaw  it  is  declared,  that  tbofe  who  have  palled 
through  the  offices  of  the  commonwealth,  fhall 
be  fenators  of  ccurle.  Subfequent  to  this  law 
the  Emperor  Augudus  pullifhed  an  edi<£t,  by 
which  it  was  ordained,  that  perions  of  the  age 
of  twenty-two  fhould  be  capable  of  biing  magi- 
fiiT.tes.  The  qi;c'! ion  therefore  is,  whether 
thofe  who  have  excrcifed  the  functions  of  a 
magiftrate  before  the  age  of  thirty,  may  be  le¬ 
gacy  cho'en  into  the  fenate  by  the  +  cenlors  ? 
And  if  lt»,  whether,  by  the  fame  kind  of  conftruc- 
tion,  they  may  be  elected  lenators,  at  the  age 
when  they  are  allowed  to  be  magitlrates,  though 

*  Pompey  the  Great  having  fubdued  Mithridates, 
and  by  that  means  greatly  enlarged  the  Reman  em¬ 
pire,  paired  fcveral  laws  relating  to  the  newly-con¬ 
quered  piovinc.s,  and,  among  others,  that  which 
is  here  mentioned  ;  as  Catanteus  obferves  from  A p- 

^  f  The  right  of  eletting  fenators  did  not  original¬ 
ly  bclctig  to  the  cenlors,  who  were  only,  as  Tully 
ibmevvhere  calls  them,,  guardians  of  the  difeipline  and 
manners  cf  the  city  ;  but  in  procels  of  time  they  lo¬ 
grolled  the  whole  privilege  of  conferring  that  ho- 

thry 
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they  have  not  actually  borne  any  office  ?  A  cu- 
flo  n,  it  fecms,  wjhkh  has  hithctto  been  obler- 
ved  ;  and  is  fahl  to  be  ncccfi'.irj ,  as.  it  is  rather 
better  that  pcrlons  of  noble  biitb  fiio  ild  be  ad¬ 
mitted  into  the  fenate,  than  <lv-fe  of  plebeian 
rank.  The  cenfsrs  elect  having  delircJ  my  fen- 
timer, ts  upon  this  point,  1  was  of  opinion,  that, 
both  by  the  law  oi  Pompty  and  the  edict  of  Au- 
gultus,  thofe  who  had  excr>.ifed  the  magihra- 
ture  before  the  age  of  thirty,  might  be  chcCen 
into  the  ftnale;  and  for  this  rcalbn,  becaulb  the 
ediot  alio  .vs  the  office  of  nvagiiirnte  to  be  under¬ 
taken  before  thirty  ;  and  the  law  dcdr.ics,  that 
whoever  has  been  a  magi Prate,  has  a  itjht  to 
be  a  fenaior.  But  with  refptct  to  thole  wdto 
r.eter  difeharged  any  office  in  the  Hate,  though 
they  were  of  the  age  required  for  that  purprle, 
i  had  fume  doubt :  and  thercrorf,  bit,  I  apply 
to  you  for  your  directions.  1  have  aim ;x*  J  to 
this  lett-r  the  heads  of  the  law,  together  with 
the  ed.et  of  Augultus. 


Epijt.  I.XXXIV.  Trajan  to  Pi. ire v. 

I  Agree  wi  h  you,  try  dear  Pliny,  in  your  c;  11 
ffuudlion  ;  and  a  it  of  t  pinion  tint  the  law 
o  Pompey  is  ib  f.nr  rcpea'ed  by  the  edict  of  the 
Km  pet  or  Augustus,  that  thole  pcifors  who  are 
not  lefs  than  twenty-two  years  of  age  may  exe¬ 
cute  the  office  of  tnagUlracc.-,  and  when  tr.ty 
have,  may  be  received  in:  a  th z  f.-nare  of  theii 
riipeiiiive  citi.  s.  But  I  think  thofe  who  tus 
under  thirty  years  of  age,  and  hate  not  dilbhar- 
ged  the  funfthn  <.f  a  magiilrate,  cannot,  upon 
pretence  1lv.1t  in  point  of  years  they  rr  ight  have 
done  fo,  claim  a  place  in  the  fenate  of  their  live- 
ral  communities. 
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Epijl.  LXXXV.  Pliny  to  the  Emperor 
Trajan. 

WHilft  I  was  difpatching  fome  public  affairs. 
Sir,  at  Pruia,  with  an  intention  of  lea¬ 
ving  that  city  the  fame  day,  the-  magiilrate  A- 
fclepiades  informed  me,  that  Eumolpus  had  ap¬ 
peal,  d  to  me  from  a  motion  which  Cocceianus 
Dion  made  in  their  ienatc.  Dion,  it  fe--ms,  ha¬ 
ving  been  appointed  fupervilor  of  a  public  edi¬ 
fice,  defircd  that  it  n  ight  be  afiigned  *  to  the  ci¬ 
ty  in  form.  Eumolpus,  who  was  counfel  f>  r 
Flavius  Archippus,  infilled  that  Dion  Ihould 
firft  be  required  to  deliver  in  his  accounts  rela¬ 
ting  to  this  work,.,  before  it  was  alligned  to  the 
corporation  ;  fuggefting  he  had  not  performed 
Ids  duty  in  the  manner  he  ought.  He  took  no¬ 
tice  at  the  fame  time,  that  this  building,  in 
which  your  ftatue  is  ere&cd,  was  made  ufe  of 
alfo  for  the  burial  f  of  the  dead,  the  bodies  of 
Dion’s  wife  and  lbn  being  (as  he  aliened)  there 
depefited;.  and  petitioned  that  I  would  hear  this 
caule  in  the  public  tribunal.  Upon  my  com- 
pl)  ing  with  his  requeft,.  and  deferring  my  jour- 

*  This,  probably,  was  fome  act  whereby  the  city 
was  to  ratify  and  confirm  the  proceedings  of  Dion 
under  the  commiffion  affigned  to  him. 

t  It  was  a  notion  which  generally  prevailed  with 
the  ancientsi  in  the  Jew  ilh  as  well  as  Heathen  world, 
that  there  was  a  pollution  in  the  contafl  of  dead  bo¬ 
dies,  and  this  they  extended  to  the  very  hou/e  in 
which  the  corple  lay,  and  even  to  the  uncovered  vef- 
fcls  that  flood  in  the  fame  room,  f  t'id .  Pot.  antiq. 
v.  z.  188.].  From  fome  fuch  opinion  as  tills  it  is 
probable,  that  the  circumftance  here  mentioned  of 
placing  Trajan’s  ftatue  where  thefe  bodies  were  de- 
pofited,  was  efteemed  as  a  mark  of  dilrefpecl  to  his 
jerfon. 

ney 


of  PLINY. 


Eplft.  85. 


4'5i 


ney  for  that  purpofe,  he  defired  a  longer  day  in 
order  to  prepare  the  caufe,  and  that  I  would  try 
it  in  fome  other  city.  I  appointed  the  city  of 
Nicea,  where,  when  I  took,  my  feat,  Eumolpus, 
pretending  not  to  be  yet  fufficiently  inlirufled, 
moved  that  the  tiial  might  be  again  put  off: 
Dion,  on  the  contrary,  infilled  it  fhould  be  heard. 
They  debated  this  point  very  fully  on  both  fide  , 
and  entered  a  little  into  the  merits  of  the  caufe  ; 
when  being  of  opinion,  that  it  was  reafonable  it 
fhould  be  adjourned,  and  thinking  it  proper  to 
advil'e  with  you  in  an  affair  which  was  of  confe- 
quence  in  point  of  example,  I  dire&ed.them  to 
give  i  i  the  articles  of  their  refpedtive  allegations 
in  writing  ;  for  I  was  dcfirous  you  fhould  judge 
from  their  own  words  of  what  was  offered  on 
each  part.  This  Dion  promifed  to  do,  as  Eu 
niolpus  alfo  allured  me  he  would  draw  up  in 
Wti  ing  what  he  had  to  allege  on  the  part  of 
the  community.  But  he  added,  that  bsing  only 
concerned  as  advocate  on  behalf  of  Archippus, 
whofe  inftru&ions  he  had  laid  before  me,  he  had 
nothing  to  charge  with  refpedi  to  the  fepulchtes. 
Archippus  however,  for  whom  Eumolpus  was. 
counter  here,  as  at  Prufa,  undertook  to  prefent 
an  accufation  upon  this  head  in  writing.  But 
neither  Eumolpus  ncr  Archippus  (though  I  have 
wai:ed  feveral-days  for  that  purpofe)  have  yet 
performed  their  engagement:  Dion  indeed  has-; 
and  1  have  annexed  his  memorial  to  this  letter. 
I  have  taken  a  view  myfelf  of  the  buildings, 
where  I  find  your  ftatue  is  placed  in  a  library  ; 
and  as  to  the  edifice  which  is  fuppefed  to  con¬ 
tain  the  bodies  of  Dion’s  wife  and  fon,  it  ftands 
in  the  middle  of  an  area,  which  is  furrounded 
with  a  colonade,  I  particularly  therefore  intreat 
you,  hir,  to  direct  my  judgment  in  the  determi¬ 
nation  of  this  caufe  above  all  others,  as  it  is  a 


point  to  which  the  world  is  greatly  attentive. 

And, 
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And,  indeed,  it  highly  deferves  a  very  mature 
deliberation,  fmee  the  fact  is  nor  only  acknow¬ 
ledged,  but  countenanced  by  many  examples. 

Epljh  LXXXVI.  Trajan  to  Pliny. 

AS  you  well  know,  my  dear  Pliny,  it  is  the 
fixed  maxim  of  my  government  not  t  >  cre¬ 
ate  an  awe  of  my  perl'cn  by  levere  and  rigorous 
meafures,  and  by  conflruing  every  flight  oifence 
into  an  act  of  treafon,  there  was  no  occafion 
for  you  to  hefirate  a  moment  upon  the  point, 
concerning  which  you  thought  proper  to  confuit 
me.  Without  entering  therefore  into  that  que- 
fiioi,  (to  which  I  would  by  no  means  give  any 
attention,  though  there  w  re  ever  fo  many  in- 
ftances  of  the  fame  kind),  I  recommend  to  your 
care  the  examination  of  Lion’s  accounts  relating 
to  the  public  works  which  he  has  finiftted;  as 
it  is  a  cafe  in  which  the  inti  reft  of  the  city  is 
concerned,  and  as  Dion  neither  ought,  not  in¬ 
dited  dots  refufj,  to  fubinit  to  the  inquiry. 

Eplfi.  LXXXVII.  Pliny  to  the  Emperor 
Trajan. 

THE  Niceans  having  conjured  me,  S;r,  by 
(what  is,  and  ought  to  be,  moll  facTed  to 
me)  your  profperity  and  immortal  glory,  to  pre- 
fent  to  you  their  petition  ;  I  did  not  think  my- 
felf  at  liberty  to  refufe  them :  I  have  therefore 
inclofed  it  in  this  letter. 

Epijh  LXXXVIII.  Trajan  to  Pliny. 

AT_VHE  Niceans,  I  find,  claim  a  tight,  by  an 
jL  edi£l  of  Auguftus,  to  the  eftate  of  evciy 
citizen  who  dies  inteftate.  You  will  therefore 
fummon  the  feveral  parties  interefted  in  this 
quell  ion. 
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qucflion,  and  with  the  aHiflancc  of  Epimachus 
and  Gemellinus,  my  procurators,  (having  duty 
weighed  every  argument  that  fhail  ue  alleged 
againit  the  claim),  determine  as  fhall  appear 
nioft  reafonable. 

Epifi.  LXXXIX.  Pliny  to  the  Emperor 
Trajan. 

MAY  this  and  many  fucceeding  birthdays 
be  attended,  Sir,  with  the  higheft  felicity 
to  you  ;  and  may  you,  in  the  midft  of  an  unin¬ 
terrupted  courfe  of  health  and  profpeiity,  te  flill 
adding  to  the  inercafe  of  that  immortal  glory, 
which  your  virtues  juitly  merit ! 

Epijl.  XC.  Trajan  to  Pliny. 

■^/■OUR  wiflies,  my  dear  Pliny,  for  my  en- 
\  jcyment  of  merry  happy  birthdays  amidft 
the  glory  and  profperity  of  the  republic,  were  ex¬ 
tremely  agreeable  to  me. 

Epiji .  XCI.  Puny  to  the  Emperor  Trajan. 

THE  ci'y  of  Sinope  is  ill  fupplied.  Sir,  with 
water,  which  however  may  be  brought 
thither  from  about  ftxteen  miles  diftanee  in  great 
plenty  and  perfedlion.  The  ground,  indeed, 
near  the  fource  of  this  fpiing,  is,  for  fomething 
n.ore  than  a  mile,  of  a  very  loft  and  rnarlhy  na¬ 
ture  ;  but  I  have  directed  an  examination  to  be 
made,  (which  will  be  done  at  a  fmail  expenfe), 
whether  it  is  capable  of  bearing  any  fuperflruc- 
ture.  i  have  taken  care  to  provide  a  fufF.cient 
fund  for  this  purpole,  if  you  (hall  approve.  Sir, 
of  a  work  lo  conducive  to  the  health  and  plca- 
fure  of  this  colony,  greatly  diftrefl'ed  by  a  fear- 
city  of  water. 
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Epjl.  XCII.  Trajan  to  Pliny. 

I  Would  have  you  proceed,  my  dear  Pliny,  in 
carefully  examining,  whether  the  ground 
you  fufpe£f,  is  firm  enough  to  fupport  an  aquae - 
duit.  For  1  have  no  manner  of  doubt  that  it 
is  proper  the  city  of  Sinope  fhould  be  fupplied 
with  water ;  provided  their  finances  will  bear 
the  expen (e  of  a  work  lo  conducive  to  their 
health  and  pleafure. 

Epijl.  XCIII.  Pliny  to  the  Emperor 
Trajan. 

TH  E  free  and  confederate  city  of  Amifus 
enjoys,  by  your  indulgence,  the  privilege 
of  its  own  laws.  A  memorial  being  prefented 
to  me  theie,  concerning  a  charitable  *  fociety, 
1  have  inclo&d  it  in  this  letter,  that  you  may 
confider,  Sir,  whether,  and  how  far,  theie  meet¬ 
ings  are  to  be  permitted,  or  prohibited. 

Epijl.  XCIV.  Trajan  to  Pliny. 

IF  a  charitable  fociety  be  agreeable  to  the  laws 
of  the  Amifcnians,  which  by  the  ar.icles  of 
alliance  it  is  flipulated  they  lhall  enjoy,  I  (hall 
not  oppofe  it}  efpecially  if  thefc  contribu.ions 

*  The  learned  Cafaubon,  in  his  obfervations  up¬ 
on  Theophraftus,  (as  cited  by  one  of  the  commenta¬ 
tors),  informs  us,  that  there  were,  at  Athens  and  other 
cities  of  Greece,  certain  fraternities,  which  paid 
into  a  common  cheil  a  monthly  contribution  towards 
the  fupport  of  fuch  of  their  members  as  had  fallen 
into  misfoi  tunes  ;  upon  condition,  that  if  ever  they 
arrived  to  more  profperous  circumflances,  they 
fhould  repay  into  the  general  fund  the  money  fo 
advanced. 

arc 
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are  employed,  not  for  the  purpofes  of  riot  and 
faction,  but  for  the  fupport  of  the  indigent.  In 
other  cities,  however,  which  are  fubjeit  to  our 
laws,  I  would  have  all  affemblies  of  this  nature 
prohibited. 


Epift.  XCV.  Pliny  to  the  Emperor  Trajan. 

SUetonius  T ranquillus.  Sir,  is  a  perfon  of  great 
merit  and  learning,  as  well  as  of  noble  birth. 

I  was  fo  much  pleafcd  with  his  turn  and  man¬ 
ners,  that  I  long  fince  received  him  into  my  fa¬ 
mily  j  and  my  afte&ion  for  him  ftill  increafed 
the  more  1  difcovered  of  his  character.  Two 
reafons  concur  to  make  the  privilege  *  which  the 
law  grants  to  thole  who  have  three  children,  ex¬ 
tremely  necefTary  to  him ;  the  bounty  of  his 
friends,  and  ill  fuccefs  of  his  marriage.  Thole 
advantages  therefore  which  nature  has  denied  to 

*  By  the  law  for  encouragement  of  matrimony, 
as  a  penalty  upon  thofe  who  lived  bachelors,  they 
were  declared  incapable  of  inheriting  any  lega¬ 
cy  by  will ;  fo  likewife  if  being  married,  they  had 
no  children,  they  could  not  claim  the  full  advan¬ 
tage  of  benefactions  of  that  kind.  Thus  Nasvolus 
in  Juvenal  very  humoroully  urges  his  gallantries  111 
his  friend’s  family,  as  a  meritorious  piece  of  fervice 
which  he  had  done  him. 

And  ovo'Jl  thou  nothing  then,  ingrate!  to  me. 

That  frenn  my  loins  you  Jons  and  daughters  J'ce  ? 

A  parent's  pri  vilege  by  me  you  gain. 

And  the  rich  legacy  in  full  obtain.  Sat.  9.  ver.  82. 

Pliny  therefore  alludes  to  this  law,  when  he  men¬ 
tions  the  bounties  of  Tranquillus’s  deceafed  friends, 
as  one  rcafon  why  it  was  expedient  for  him  to  obtain 
the  jus  triutn  liber  arum ,  viz.  in  order  to  entitle  him  to 
the  full  benefit  of  their  feveral  bequefts. 
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him,  he  hopes  to  obtain  from  your  goodnel's,  by 
means  of  my  interceflion.  I  am  thoroughly  fen- 
fible,  Sir,  of  the  value  of  the  favour  I  am  aiking; 
but  I  know  l  am  making  this  requeft  to  one, 
■whofe  gracious  compliance  with  all  my  defires  [ 
■have  amply  experienced.  How  paflionafeiy  [ 
wifh  to  obtain  this  favour,  you  will  judge  by  my 
thus  requefting  it  in  my  abfence,  which  I  fhouli] 
not  have  done,  had  it  been  a  point  wherein  i  am 
only  commonly  foliettous. 

Epi/l.  XCVI.  Trajan  to  Pliny. 

YOU  cannot  but  know,  my  dear  Pliny,  how 
referved  I  am  in  granting  favours  of  this 
kind,  having  frequently  declared  in  the  fenate, 
that  I  had  not  exceeded  the  number  which  I  af- 
fured  that  illuftrious  order  I  would  be  contented 
wi‘h.  I  have  yielded,  however,  to  your  requeft; 
and  have  diredted  an  article  to  be  inferred  in  my 
regifter,  that  I  have  conferred  upon  Tranquillus, 
on  my  ufual  conditions,  the  privilege  which  the 
law  grants  to  thofe  who  have  three  children. 

Epijl.  *  XCVII.  Pliny  to  the  Emperor 
Trajan. 

IT  is  a  rule.  Sir,  which  I  inviolably  obferve, 
to  refer  myielf  to  you  in  all  my  doubts  ;  for 
who  is  more  capable  of  removing  my  fcruples,  or 

*  This  letter  is  efteemed  as  almoft  the  only  ge¬ 
nuine  monument  of  ecclefialtical  antiquity  relating 
to  the  times  immediately  fucceeding  the  apoitles,  it 
being  wrote  at  molt  not  above  forty  years  after  the 
death  of  Paul.  It  was  prefe  ved  by  the  Chrillians 
themfelves  as  a  clear  .-nd  unfufpicious  evidence  of 
the  purity  of  tlv  ir  uodlrines  ;  and  is  frequendy  ap¬ 
pealed  to  by  the  early  writ.rs  of  the  church  againlt 
the  calumnies  of  their  adverfaries. 


informing 
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informing  my  ignorance  ?  Having  never  been 
prefent  at  any  trials  concerning  thofe  who  pro- 
fels  Chriltianity,  I  am  unacquainted  not  only 
with  the  nature  of  their  ciiir.es,  or  the  mcafure  of 
th.-ir  punifhment,  but  how  far  it  is  proper  to  en¬ 
ter  into  an  examination  concerning  them.  Whe¬ 
ther  therefore  any  difference  is  ufuaily  made  with 
rel'pcfl  to  the  a^es  of  the  guilty,  or  no  ditbinciion 
is  to  be  obferved  between  the  young  and  the  a- 
dult ;  whetherrepentar.ee  en  itles  them  to  a  pir- 
don  ;  or  if  a  man  has  been  once  a  Chiiltian,  it 
avails  nothing  to  delilt  tr.  m  his  error;  whether 
the  very  profefiton  of  Chriltianity,  unattended 
with  any  criminal  a«Sk,  or  only  the  crimes  them- 
felves  inherent  in  the  proftffion  are  punifltable  ; 
in  all  thefe  points  I  am  greatly  doubtful.  In  the 
mean  while,  the  method  1  have  obferved  towards 
thofe  who  have  been  b. ought  before  me  as  Chii- 
ftians,  is  this  :  I  inreriogated  them  whether  they 
were  Chriftians;  if  they  corifefi'ei),  I  repeated  th-.e 
queftion  twice  again,  adding  threats  at  the  fame 
time  ;  when,  if  they  fUll  perfevered,  I  ordered 
them  to  be  immediately  punifhed  :  for  I  was  per- 
fuaded,  whatever  the  nature  of  their  opinions 
might  be,  a  contumacious  and  influx' ble  ob lu¬ 
nacy  certainly  deferved  corre£tion.  T"hcre  were 
o'hers  a!fo  brought  tefoie  n:e  poiTeTe.i  with  the 
lint .  infatuation,  but  being  *  citizens  of  Home, 
I  directed  them  to  be  carried  thith  r.  Hut  this 
uin  e  {breading  (as  is  tifu  lly  the  call  )  whi1 ;  it 
was  actually  under  profecuticn,  fevtral  i. .{bailees 
of  the  lame  nature  occuned.  An  intoimatiuu 

«  It  was  one  of  the  privileges  of  a  Roman  citize”, 
fee  a  red  by  the  Scmpronian  la.iv,  that  he  could  not  be 
capitally  eonvidted  but  by  the  ftifFrageof  the  people, 
which  fee  ms  to  have  been  Hill  fo  far  in  force,  as  to 
make  it  necc fluty  to  .lad  the  pc  i  foils  here  lr.er.dot.ed 
tv)  Rome. 

VoL.II.  Q_q  V.-as 
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was  prefented  to  me  without  any  name  fubfcri- 
bed,  containing  a  charge  againft  feveral  perfons, 
who,  upon  examination,  denied  they  wereChri- 
ftans,  or  had  ever  been  fe.  They  repeated  after 
me  an  invocation  to  the  gods,  and  offered  reli¬ 
gious  rites  with  wine  and  frankincenfe  before 
your  ftatue,  (which  for  the  purpofe  I  had  order¬ 
ed  to  be  brought  together  with  thofe  of  the  gods), 
and  even  reviled  the  name  of  Chrift;  whereas 
there  is  no  forcing,  it  is  faid,  thole  who  are  real¬ 
ly  Chriftians,  into  a  compliance  with  any  of  thefe 
articles  :  I  thought  proper  therefore  to  difdiarge 
them.  Some  among  thofe  who  were  accufed  by 
a  witnefs  in  perfon,  at  firft  confefied  themfelves 
Chriftians,  but  immediately  after  denied  it ;  while 
the  reft  owned  indeed  that  they  had  been  of  that 
number  formerly,  but  had  now  (Tome  above  three, 
othes  more,  and  a  few  above  twenty  years  ago) 
forfaken  that  error.  They  all  worfhipped  your 
ftatue  and  the  images  of  the  gods,  throwing  out 
imprecations  at  the  fame  time  againft  the  name 
of  Chrift.  They  affirmed,  the  whole  of  their 
guilt,  or  their  error,  was,  that  they  met  on  a  cer¬ 
tain  llated  day  before  it  was  light,  and  addreffed 
themfelves  in  a  form  of  prayer  to  Chrift,  as  to 
feme  God,  binding  themfelves  by  a  felemn  oath, 
not  for  the  ptirpofes  of  any  wicked  defign,  but 
never  to  commit  any  fraud,  theft,  or  adultery, 
never  to  falfify  their  word,  nor  deny  a  truft  when 
they  fliould  be  called  upon  to  deliver  it  up ;  after, 
which,  it  was  their  cuftom  to  feparate,  and  then 
reaflemble,  to  eat  in  common  a  harmlefs  meal. 
From,  this  cuftom,  however,  they  defifted  after 
the  publication  of  my  edict,  by  which,  according 
to  your  orders,  I  forbade  the  meeting  of  any  af- 
femblies.  After  receiving  this  account,  I  judged 
it  fo  much  the  more  neceflary  to  endeavour  to 
extort  the  real  truth,  by  putting  two  female  Haves 
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to  the  torture,  who  were  laid  to  admir.ifrer  *  in 
their  religious  functions :  but  I  could  difcevcr 
nothing  more  than  an  abfurd  and  cxcelTu  e  f tper- 
ftition.  I  thought  proper  therefore  to  adjourn 
all  farther  proceedings  in  this  affair,  in  order  to 
conl'ult  with  you.  For  it  appears  to  be  a  matter 
highly  de'erving  your  coufideraiion  ;  more  efpe- 
cially  as  great  numbers  muff  be  involved  in  the 
danger  of  thefe  profccutions,  this  inquiry  having 
already  extended,  and  being  Hill  Iikeiy  to  extend 
to  perfons  of  all  ranks  and  ages,  and  even  of  both 
fexes.  For  this  contagious  fupetftitkm  is  not 
confined  to  the  cities  only,  but  has  fpn-.rd  its  in¬ 
fection  among  the  country- villages.  Neveithe- 
lefs,  it  11  ill  feems  impoilible  to  remedy  this  evil 
and  reltrain  its  progrei's.  The  temple;,  at  leal1., 
which  were  once  almoff  deferted,  beg:n  iv.nv  to 
be  frequented  ;  and  the  facred  iblemi.iiies,  ate  r 
a  long  intermiffion,  are  again  revived  ;  while 
there  is  a  general  demand  lor  the  victims,  which 
for  feme  time  paft  have  met  with  but  few  pur- 
chafers.  From  hence  it  is  eafy  to  imagine,  what 
numbers  might  be  reclaimed  from  this  error,  if  a 
pardon  were  granted  to  thole  who  Ihall  repent. 

Epijl.  XCVIII.  Trajan  to  Fi.inv. 

rPHE  method  you  have  purfued,  my  dear 
JL  Pliny,  in  the  ptoceedings  againll  thole 
Chrillians  which  were  brought  before  you,  is  ex¬ 
tremely  proper  j  as  it  is  not  pellicle  to  lay  down 

*  Thefe  women,  it  is  fuppofed,  exercifed  the  jam ; 
office  as  Phoebe  mentioned  by  Paul,  whom  he 
ftyles  deaconnefs  of  the  church  of  Cenclirea.  Their 
bufinefs  was  to  tend  the  poor  and  Tick,  and  other  cha¬ 
ritable  offices  ;  .as  alfo  to  alii  ft  at  the  ceremony  of  fe¬ 
male  baptifm,  for  the  more  decent  performance  of 
that  rite  ;  as  VoGus  obferves  upon  this  paflhge. 

0.1  ^  any 
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2ny  fixed  plan  by  which  to  a(£b  in  all  cafes  of  this 
nature.  But  I  would  not  have  you  officioufly 
enter  into  any  inquiries  concerning  them.  If  in¬ 
deed  theyfhould  be  brought  before  vou,  and  the 
crime  is  proved,  they  muft  be  punifhed  *  j  with 
the 

*  If  we  impartially  examine  this  profecution  of 
the  Chriflians,  we  ikall  find  it  to  have  been  ground¬ 
ed  on  the  ancient  conflitution  of  the  flate,  and  not 
to  have  proceeded  from  a  cruel  or  arbitrary  temper 
in  Trajan.  The  Roman  legiflature  appears  to  have 
been  early  jealous  of  any  innovation  in  point  of  pu¬ 
blic  worlhip;  and  we  find  the  magiftra'.es,  during 
the  old  republic,  frequently  interpofing  in  cafes  of 
that  nature.  Valerius  Maximus  has  collefted  fome 
inllances  to  that  purpofc,  [L.  I.  c.  3.]  ;  and  Livy 
mentions  it  as  an  eflablifhed  principle  of  the  earlier 
ages  cf  the  commonwealth,  to  guard  againft  the  in¬ 
troduction  of  foreign  ceremonies  of  religion.  Sto¬ 
ries  (fays  that  excellent  hiftorian,  fpcaking  in  the 
perfon  of  one. of  the  confuls  who  is  addrefling  him- 
felf  to  the  people)  q  notice  hoc  fairum  ervorumque  at  air 
Kcgotivm  efi  magiftratibus  datum,  ut  facra  externa  fieri 
1 vetarent  ?  Judicabant  enim  prudentijfimi  <viri—nibrl 
<rque  difihlvendee  religionis  eje,  quam  ubi  nan  pcitrio , 
Jed  exte.no  ritti  fiacrtficaretur.  [L.  39.  C.  l6.].  It  was 
an  old  and  fixed  maxim  likewife  of  the  Roman  go¬ 
vernment,  not  to  fufFer  any  unlicenfed  aflemblies  of 
the  people  ;  and  of  this  Livy  alfo  is  a  voucher:  Ma- 
Jcres  t'tjfri  (fays  he)  tte  vos  quidetn  nifi qttum.  Sec.  forte 
tentcre  coire  noluerunt ;  et  ubtcur.que  midtituda  ejf  'et ,  ili 
ct  Ugittmutn  reSarttn  mult.'tudinis  cenfebattt  debere  ejje. 
[L.  36.  c.  25.].  From  hence  it  feems  evident,  that 
the  Chriltians  had  rendered  thenifelvcs  obnoxious 
(not  fo  much  to  Trajan,  as)  to  the  ancient  and  fettled 
laws  of  the  (late,  by  introducing  a  foreign  worfliip, 
and  a fle cabling  themfelves  without  aurhoiity. 

V/e  are  not  therefore  to  judge  of  the  proceedings 
in  queflion,  by  the  rules  we  fhould  apply  to  cafes  of 
the  fame  nature  in  our  own  times.  The  eflablifhed 
religion  of  the  Romans  was  no  other,  in  the  judgment 
and 
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the  reftriftion  however,  that  where  the  party  de¬ 
nies  himfelf  to  be  a  Chriftian,  and  fuall  make  it 

and  confefiion  of  their  bell  writers,  than  ar>  engine 
of  Hate,  which  could  not  be  fhaken  without  the.ut- 
niotl  danger,  or  rather,  perhaps,  without  the  total 
fubverfion  of  their  civil  government.  Accordingly 
we  find  them  flrongly  inculcating  a  tenacious  obicr- 
vance  of  all  its  rites  :  Majorum  inftituta  tueri  (fays 
Cicero)  facris  cteremonii/que  retinendis,  Japicniis  eji. 
[De  Leg.].  Nor  is  this  principle,  if  the  oblervution 
of  the  celebrated  Machiavel  is  juft,  peculiar  to  the 
Roman  Hate,  but  of  univerfrd  truth  in  politics  ;  f..r 
he  lays  it  down  as  a  general  maxim.  That  “  where  - 
“  ever  the  religion  of  any  Hate  fails  ir.to  difregavl 
“  and  contempt,  it  is  impoflible  for  that  Hate  to  fub- 
“  fill  long.”  [Mach,  diferji  fopraTit-  I/u.].  This 
cafe  therefore  is  to  be  confidered  in  a  civil,  r.ot  a 
religious  view  ;  as  a  matter  of  Hate,  not  of  ("pecula¬ 
tion  ;  wherein  the  lenity  and  moderation  both  of  lIiq 
Linperor  and  his  minillcr  deferve  to  be  applauded, 
as  thty  are  neither  of  them  for  pulliing  the  matter  as 
far  as  they  moil  certainly  niigh%  had  they  ailed 
ftri&ly  up  to  the  anc.ent  and  fundamental  l  ws  of  their 
country. 

'1  he  circumflance  that  attended  theChriftian  a  firm - 
blies  being  held  at  an  unufua!  hour  {ante  Lie,  m,  as  Pli¬ 
ny  fays),  leems  to  have  railed  a  furn.ife  tii..t  they  were 
of  the  Bacchanalian  kind.  For  it  is  extremely  t  b- 
fervablc,  that  in  the  account  which  the  Chriilians 
here  give  of  the  true  defign  of  their  meeting,  they 
j ullify  themfelves  from  the  very  crimes  with  which 
the  Bacchanalians  had  been  charged  ;  intimating,  it 
Ihould  feem,  that  they  themfelves  had  been  taxed 
with  the  fame  :  Je  facramentc  non  ad /cclus  aliquad  ob- 
Jiringere  ;  fed  ne  furta.  ne  latrodnia,  ns  odxtiteria  cotn- 
n-.it/eren/,  ne  fitiem  faliercht ,  &c.  which  runs  exactly 
parallel  with  the  acculation  againll  the  Bacchana¬ 
lians,  as  it  Hands  in  Livy  :  P’ec  unum  genus  ttoxcr, 
Jittpra  promifeua,  &c.  fedfaffi  tejlcs,  faljafigna  tejli- 
mtniaqste  et  indicia  ex  cation  ojpicina  exiLant.  [Li\\ 
I.39.  c.  8.] 
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evident  that  he  is  not,  by  invoking  our  gods,  let 
him  (notwithftanding  any  former  fufpicion)  be 
pardoned  upon  his  repentance.  Informations 
without  the  accufer’s  name  fubfcribed,  oughr  not 
to  be  received  in  profecutions  of  any  fort,  as  it  is 
introducing  a  very  dangerous  precedent,  and  by 
no  means  agreeable  to  the  equity  of  my  govern¬ 
ment. 

Epijl.  XCIX.  Puny  to  the  Emperor  Trajan. 

THE  elegant  and  beautiful  city  of  Amaftris, 
Sir,  has,  among  other  capital  buildings, 
a  moft  noble  and  extenfive  piazza.  On  one  en¬ 
tire  fide  of  this  ftru&ure  runs,  what  is  called  in¬ 
deed  a  river,  but  in  fa&  is  no  other  than  a  vile 
common  fhoe,  extrermly  offenfive  to  the  eye, 
and  at  the  fame  time  very  unwholefome  by  its 
noxious  fmell.  It  will  be  advantageous  there¬ 
fore,  in  point  of  health,  as  well  as  ornament,  to 
have  it  covered  }  which  fhall  be  done,  wi.h  your 
permiflion :  as  I  will  take  care  on  my  part,  that 
money  fee  not  wanting  for  executing  fo  noble  and 
neceffary  a  work. 

Epijl.  C.  Trajan  to  Pliny. 

IT  is  highly  reafonable,  my  dear  Pliny,  if  the 
water  which  runs  through  the  city  of  Ama¬ 
ftris  is  prejudicial  to  the  health  of  the  inhabitants, 
that  it  fhould  be  covered.  I  am  well  affured,  you 
will,  with  your  ufual  application,  take  care  that 
the  money  niceflary  for  this  work  fhall  not  be 
wanting. 

Epijl.  Cl.  Pliny  to  the  Emperor  Trajan. 

WE  have  paid.  Sir,  with  great  joy  and  ala¬ 
crity,  the  vows  which  we  offered  up  for 
you 
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you  the  laft  year ;  and  have  again  publicly  re¬ 
newed  them,  aflifted  by  the  army  and  provin¬ 
cials.  We  implored  the  gods  to  preierve  you 
and  the  republic  in  fafety  and  profperity,  with 
that  peculiar  mark  of  their  bounty,  which  not 
only  your  other  many  and  great  virtues,  but  par¬ 
ticularly  your  diftinguifhed  pioty  and  reverence 
of  them  deferves. 

Epijl.  CII.  Trajan  to  Pliny. 

IT  was  very  agreeable  to  me  to  learn  by  your 
letter,  that  the  army  and  the  provincials  fe- 
conded  you  with  great  joy  and  unanimity,  in 
thofe  vows  which  you  paid  and  renewed  to  the 
immortal  gods,  for  my  welfare. 

Epijl.  CIII.  Pliny  to  the  Emperor  Trajan. 

WE  have  celebrated,  with  all  the  zeal  we 
ought,  the  day  in  which,  by  a  very  happy 
fucceflion,  the  protection  of  mankind  was  tranf- 
ferred  to  you  ;  recommending  to  the  gods,  from 
whom  you  received  the  empire,  the  objeiSt  of  our 
public  vows  and  congratulations. 

Epijl.  CIV.  Trajan  to  Pliny. 

I  Was  extremely  well  pleafed  to  be  informed 
by  )our  letter,  that  you  had,  at  the  head  of 
the  foldiers  and  the  provincials,  folemnized  my 
acceflion  to  the  empire,  with  all  due  joy  and 
zeal. 
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Epijl.  C V.  Pliny  to  the  Emperor  Trajan. 

VAlerius  Paulinus,  Sir,  having  left  me  his 
right  *  of  patronage  over  all  his  freedmen, 
except  one,  I  entreat  you  to  grant  the  freedom  of 
Rome  to  three  of  them.  To  defire  you  to  ex¬ 
tend  this  favour  to  more,  would,  I  fear,  be  too 
unreafonable  a  treipafs  upon  your  indulgence  ; 
which,  as  I  have  amply  experienced,  I  ought  to 
be  fo  much  the  more  cautious  in  troubling.  The 
perfons  for  whon  I  make  this  requeft  are, 
C.  Valerius  ■rEiliseus,  C.  Valerius  Dionyfius, 
and  C.  Valerius  Aper. 

Epijl.  CVI.  Trajan  to  Pliny. 

A  S  it  is  very  generous  of  you  !o  confult  the 
intereft  of  thofe  whom  Valerius  Paulinus 
has  confided  to  your  truft,  I  cannot  but  encou¬ 
rage  your  good  intentions.  I  have  therefore  gi¬ 
ven  the  freedom  of  the  city  to  thofe  perions  f  .r 
whom  you  requefted  it,  and  have  directed  the 
grant  to  be  reordered.  I  am  ready  to  do  the 
lame  for  the  reft,  whenever  you  fliall  defire  me. 

*  By  the  Papian  law,  which  pafied  in  the  conful- 
thip  of  M-.  Papius  Mutilus  and  Q.  Poppeas  Secundus, 
U.  C.  761,  it  a  freedman  died  worth  ioo.cco  fefter- 
ces,  (or  about  800  1.  of  our  money),  leaving  only  one 
child,  his  patron  (that  is,  the  matter  from  whom  he 
received  his  liberty)  was  entitled  to  half  his  ettate  ; 
if  he  left  two  children,  to  one  third  ;  but  if  more 
than  two,  then  the  patron  was  abfolutcly  excluded. 
This  was  afterwards  altered  by  Juitinian.  Inji.  1.  3. 
tit.  8. 
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Epijl.  CVII.  Pliny  to  the  Emperor  T r  a j  an. 

PAccius  Aquila,  captain  of  the  fixtll  cqnc- 
a  ftrinn  cohort,  re  quelled  me.  Sir,  to  tranf- 
ir.it  his  petition  to  vou,  in  favour  of  his  daughter. 

1  thought  it  would  be  unkind  to  refute  him  this 
good  office,  knowing,  as  l  do,  with  what  pa¬ 
tience  and  humanity  you  receive  the  petitions  of 
the  fddiers. 

Efijl.  CVIII.  Trajan  to  Pliny. 

I  Have  read  the  petition  of  P.  Accius  Aquila, 
captain  of  the  fixth  cqucfhian  cohort,  which 
you  feat  to  n\e ;  and,  in  compliance  with  his  le- 
qutft,  I  have  given  his  daughter  the  freedom  of 
the  city  of  Rome.  I  fend  you  at  the  fame  time 
the  patent,  which  you  will  deliver  to  him. 

Epijl.  CIX.  Pliny  to  the  Emperor  Trajan. 

I  Beg,  Sir,  your  dire&ions  with  refpe<St  to  the 
recovering  thofe  debts  which,  are  due  to  the 
cities  of  Bithynia  and  Pontus,  either  for  rent,  or 
goods  fold,  or  upon  any  other  conftderation.  I 
find  they  have  a  privilege  granted  to  them  by  fe- 
veral  proconfuls,  of  being  preferred  to  other  cre¬ 
ditors  ;  and  this  cuftom  has  prevailed,  as  if  it 
had  been  eftablilhed  by  law.  Your  prudence,  I 
imagine,  will  think  it  neceifary  to  enadf  foine 
fettled  rule,  by  which  their  rights  may  always  t  e 
fecured.  For  the  ordinances  of  others,  however 
wifely  founded,  are  but  fc-t  lie  and  temporary  Ex¬ 
pedients,  unkfs  confirmed  by  y;ur  auth.rhy. 
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Epijl.  CX.  Trajan  to  Pliny. 

THE  rule  by  which  the  cities  either  of  Pon- 
tus  or  Bithynia  arc  to  be  governed,  in  the 
recovery  of  debts  of  whatever  kind,  due  to  their 
feveral  communities,  muft  be  determined  agree¬ 
ably  to  their  n  fpe£live  laws.  Where  any  of  them 
enjoy  the  privilege  of  being  preferred  to  othercre- 
dkors,  it  muft  be  obferved  ;  but  where  no  fuch 
privilege  prevails,  it  is  not  juft  I  Ihould  eftablifh 
one,  in  prejudice  of  private  property. 

Epijl.  CXI.  Pliny  to  the  Emperor  Tra¬ 
jan. 

THE  folicitor  to  the  treafury  of  the  city  of 
Amifis  laid  a  claim.  Sir,  before  me  againft 
Julius  Pifo  of  about  40,000  denarii,  which  were 
given  him  by  the  public  above  twenty  years  ago, 
with  the  confent  of  the  general  council  and  af- 
fembly  of  the  city  :  and  he  founded  his  demand, 
upon  certain  of  your  edi&s,  by  which  donations 
of  this  kind  are  prohibited.  Pifo,  on  the  other 
hand,  ailerted  that  he  had  conferred  large  fums 
of  money  upon  the  community,  and  indeed  had 
expended  that  way  almoft  his  whole  eftate.  He 
infilled  upon  the  length  of  time  which  had  inter¬ 
vened  fince  this  donation,  and  hoped  that  he 
fhould  not  be  compelled,  to  the  ruin  of  the  re¬ 
mainder  *  of  his  fortunes,  to  refund  a  fum,  which 
had 

*  The  tranflator  has  ventured  to  give  this  fenle  to 
reliqu<e  dignitatis.  It  is,  he  confefles,  a  very  uncom¬ 
mon,  perhaps  the  fingle  inftance  of  the  word  dignitas 
being  ufed  in  that  meaning ;  Hill,  however  the  con¬ 
text,  together  with  the  epithet  which  is  joined  with  it, 
will,  he  imagines, clearly  juftify him.  Thereis  nothing 
in  ther.af.ire  of  this  cafe  to  make  it  reafcnablc  to  Tup- 
pole. 


Ep'ift.  ri2.  OF  P  L  I  N  Y.  467 

had  ben  granted  him  long  fince,  in  return  for 
many  good  offices  he  had  done  to  the  city.  For 
this  reafon.  Sir,  I  thought  it  neceflary  tofufpend 
giving  any  judgment  in  this  caufe,  till  1  lhall  re¬ 
ceive  your  dirc&ions. 

Epijl.  CX1I.  Trajan  to  Pliny. 

T  Hough  by  my  edicls  I  have  ordained,  that 
no  Iargcfles  fhall  be  given  out  of  the  pu¬ 
blic  money  ;  yet,  that  numberiefs  private  perfons 
may  not  be  diilurbed  in  the  fecure  pofleffion  of 
their  fortunes,  thofe  donations  which  have  been 
made  long  fincc,  ought  not  to  be  called  in  que- 
ftion  or  revoked.  We  will  not  therefore  inquire 
into  any  thing  that  has  been  tranfa&ed  in  this 
affair  fo  long  ago  as  twenty  years ;  for  I  would 
be  no  lefs  attentive  to  fecure  the  repofe  of  every 
private  man,  than  the  treafure  of  every  public 
community. 

pofe,  that  the  dignity  of  Julius  Pifo  fhould  be  im¬ 
peached  ;  as  little  is  it  to  be  collected  from  any  thing 
contained  in  this  letter,  or  Trajan’s  anfwer.  The 
adjeftive  reliqua  being  added  to  dignitas ,  removes 
every  fufpicion  of  its  fignifying  honour  (as  the  inge¬ 
nious  French  tranfiator  Monf.  de  Sacy,  and  his  hum¬ 
ble  copier  the  Italian  Tedefchi,  have  rendered  it),  for 
honour  fcarce  admits  of  fiaftions,  and  there  can  be 
no  remainder  after  a  fubtradtion  of  that  kind.  The 
truth,  it  ihould  feem,  is,  that  as  the  value  of  a  mao’s 
eftate  was,  among  the  Romans,  a  neceflary  qualifi¬ 
cation  to  render  him  capable  of  the  dignities  of  the 
commonwealth,  our  author,  by  a  figure  of  fpeech, 
puts  dignitas  for  facultas  ;  the  confequent  (to  fpcak 
in  the  language  of  the  grammarians)  for  the  antece¬ 
dent. 
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Epifl.  CXIII.  Pliny  to  the  Emperor  Tra¬ 
jan. 

THE  Pompeian  law.  Sir,  which  is  obferved 
in  Pontus  and  Birhynia,  do.s  not  diretit 
that  any  money  fliould  be  given  by  thofe  v.  ho 
are  elcdted  into  the  public  council  by  the  cenfors. 
It  has  however  been  ufual  for  fuch  members  as 
have  been  admitted  into  thofe  allemblies,  in  pur- 
l'uance  of  the  privilege  which  you  were  pleafed 
to  grant  to  feme  particular  cities,  of  receiving 
above  their  legal  number,  to  pay  one  or  two 
thouiand  denarii.  Subfequent  to  this,  the  Pro- 
conful  Anicius  Maximus  ordained  (though  in¬ 
deed  his  edi£t  extended  to  feme  few  cities  only), 
that  thofe  who  were  elected  by  the  cenfors  fhould 
alfo  pay  into  the  treafury  a  certain  fum,  which 
varied  ill  different  places-.  It  remains  therefore 
ft  r  your  confideration,  whether  it  would  not  lie 
proper  to  fettle  a  certain  fixed  futn  for  eaclt 
member,  who  is  elc&ed  into  the  council,  to  pay 
upon  his  entrance ;  for  it  weil  becomes  you, 
whofe  every  word  and  aCtion  deferves  immor¬ 
tality,  to  give  laws  that  fhall  for  ever  be  per¬ 
manent. 

Epijl.  CXIV.  Trajan  to  Pliny. 

I  Can  give  no  general  directions  applicable  to 
all  the  cities  of  Bithynia,  whether  thofe  who 
are  made  members  of  their  refpec.tive  councils 
fhall  pay  an  honorary  feu  upon  their  admittance, 
or  not.  It  feents  belt  therefore,  in  this  cafe, 
(  what  indeed  upon  all  occaltons  is  the  fiafeft  way ), 
to  lea; e  eaclt  city'  to  tts  refpcCLvc  laws.  But  1 
think,  however,  that  the  o  nfers  ought  to  fet  the 
fum  lower  to  thole  who  are  c’nofen  into  the  fe- 
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nate  contrary  to  their  inclinations,  than  to  the 
reft. 


Epift.  CXV.  Pi.  1  NY  to.  the  Emperor  Tra¬ 

jan. 

THE  Pompeian  law.  Sir,  allows  the  Bithy- 
nians  to  give  the  freedom  of  tneir  rcfpec- 
tive  cities  to  whatever  per  flats  they  think  pro¬ 
per,  provided  they  are  not  foreigners,  but  be¬ 
long  to  fjir.e  of  the  cities  of  this  province.  The 
fame  law  Specifies  the  particul-.r  caufes  for  which 
the  cenfors  may  exjel  any  member  the  Senate; 
amongft  which  number,  that  of  being  a  foreigner 
is  not  mentioned.  Certain  of  the  cenfors  there¬ 
fore  have  defired  my  fentiments,  whether  they 
ought  to  expel  a  member  if  he  fhould  happen  to 
be  a  foreigner.  But  1  thought  it  ncceflary  to 
receive  your  inftrndfions  in  this  cafe ;  not  only 
tecaufe  the  law,  though  it  forbids  foreigners  to 
be  admitted  citizens,  does  not  dirc£f  afenator  to 
be  expelled  for  the  lame  reafon,  but  becaufe  ] 
am  informed,  that  there  is  in  every  city  fever;  ! 
members  of  their  council  who  are  in  thefe  cir- 
cumftaricef.  If  therefore  this  clau.'e  of  the  law, 
which  Items  to  be  antiquated  bv  a  long  ruftoni 
to  the  contrary,  fhould  be  cnfoiccd,  many  cities, 
as  well  as  private  pr-rlbns,  will  be  thrown  into 
great  confution.  1  have  Subjoined  the  heads  of 
this  law  to  my  letrer. 

Epift.  CXV I.  Trajan  to  Pliny. 

YOU  might  very  rcafonubly,  my  dear  Plir  y, 
be  doubtful  wnat  ccoifion  to  give  to  tr.e 
inquiry  of  the  cenfors  ;  whether  they  might  elect 
into  the  fenate,  foreign  citizens,  though  of  the 
fame  province  ?  The  authority  of  law  on  one 
fide,  and  longcufOm  prevailing  againft  it  on  the 
Vol.  II.  Rr  ether. 
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other,  might  well  throw  you  into  a  ftate  of  fuf- 
pen'e.  The  proper  mean  to  obferve  in  this 
caf-,  will  be,  to  make  no  change  in  what  is  pad, 
but  to  fuffer  thole  fenators  who  are  already  eleCt  - 
ed,  though  contrary  to  law,  to  keep  their  feats, 
to  whatever  city  they  may  belong ;  in  all  future 
elections,  however,  to  purfue  the  directions  of 
the  Pompeian  law  :  for  to  extend  its  influence 
backwards,  tnuft  neceflarily  introduce  great  con- 
fulion. 

Epij?.  CXVII.  Pliny  to  the  Emperor 
Trajan. 

IT  is  cuflomary  here  upon  any  perfon’s  taking 
the  manly  robe,  folemnizing  his  marriage, 
entering  upon  the  office  of  a  magiftrate,  or  de¬ 
dicating  any  public  work,  to  invite  the  whole 
fenate,  together  with  a  conliderable  part  of  the 
commonalty,  and  ditlribute  to  each  of  the  com¬ 
pany  one  or  two  denarii.  I  beg  you  would  in¬ 
form  me,  whether  you  think  proper  this  cere¬ 
mony  (hnuld  be  obferved,  or  how  far  you  ap¬ 
prove  of  it.  For  myfelf,  though  I  am  of  opi- 
on  that  upon  fome  occafious,  especially  thole  of 
public  feftivals,  this  kind  of  invitations  may  be 
permitted  ;  yet  when  they  are  carried  fo  far  as  to 
draw  together  a  thoufand  perfons,  and  fometimes 
-more,  it  is  going,  I  fear,  beyond  a  realonable 
number,  and  has  fomething  the  appearance  of 
ambitious  largefles. 

Eptji.  CXVIII.  Trajan  to  Pliny. 

IT  is  with  juftice  you  apprehend,  that  thtle 
public  invitations,  which  extend  to  an  un- 
reafouable  number  of  people,  and  where  the  dole 
is  diftributed,  not  fmgly  to  a  few  acquaintance, 
but  as  it  were  to  whole  collective  bodies,  may  be 
turned 
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turned  to  the  turbulent  purpofes  of  ambition. 
But  I  have  made  choice  of  your  prudence,  in  the 
peifuafion  that  you  would  take  proper  meafures 
for  regulating  the  manners  and  fettling  the  peace 
of  this  province. 

Epijl.  CXIX.  Pliny  to  the  Emperor 
Trajan. 

THE  athletic  vigors.  Sir,  in  the  *  Ifelaftic 
games,  think  they  ought  to  receive  the 
prize  you  have  eftablifhcd  for  the  conquerors  at 
thofe  combats  on  the  day  they  are  crowned  :  for 
it  is  not  at  all  material,  they  fay,  what  time  they 
wcie  triumphantly  conducted  into  their  country, 
but  when  they  merited  that  honour  by  their  con- 
quelt.  On  the  contray,  when  I  confider  the 
meaning  of  the  term  Ijelajiic ,  1  am  ftrongly  in¬ 
clined  to  believe,  that  the  time  of  their  public 
entry  is  to  be  alone  confidered.  They  likevvife 
petition  to  be  allowed  the  prize  you  give  at  thofa 
combats  which  you  have  made  Ifelaftic,  though 
they  were  conquerors  before  that  eftablifhment 
took  place':  for  it  is  but  reafonable,  they  aflerr, 
that  they  fhculd  receive  their  rewards  in  this 
cafe,  as  they  are  deprived  of  them  at  thofe  games 
which  have  been  divefted  of  the  honour  of  being 
Ifelaftic,  ftnee  their  victories.  But  I  am  ex¬ 
tremely  doubtful,  whether  a  retrofpedt  fhould  be 

*  Thefe  games  are  called  Ijelajiic,  from  the  Greek 
word  im'hct.oto,  invebor ,  becaufe  the  viftors,  drawn 
by  white  horfes,  and  wearing  crowns  on  their  heads, 
were  condufted  with  great  pomp  into  their  refpec- 
tive  ci'iies,  which  they  entered  through  a  breach  in 
the  walls  made  for  that  purpofe;  intimating,  as  Plu¬ 
tarch  obferves,  that  a  city  which  produced  fuch  able 
and  victorious  citizens,  had  little  occclion  for  the 
defence  of  walls.  \Catan<rusJ\  They  received  alfb 
annually  a  certain  honourable  ftipend  from  the  public. 

R  r  2  admitted- 
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admitted  in  this  cafe,  and  a  reward  given  to  which 
they  had  no  right  at  the  time  they  gained  the 
victory.  I  beg  therefore  you  would  be  pieafed  to 
direift  my  judgment  in  thefe  points,  by  explain¬ 
ing  the  intention  of  your  own  benefactions. 

Epijl.  CXX.  Trajan  to  Peiny. 

THE  reward  propofed  to  the  conqueror  in 
the  Iielaftic  games,  is  not,  I  think,  dud 
till  he  makes  his  public  entry  into  his  city.  Nor 
at  thofe  combats  which  I  have  thought  proper  to- 
make  Iielaftic,  ought  the  prizes  to  be  extended 
backwards  to  thofe  who  conquered  there  before 
that  alteration  took  place.  As  to  the  plea  which 
thefe  athletic  combatants  urge,  that  they  ought 
to  receive  the  Ifelaftic  prize  at  thofe  combats 
which  have  been  made  Ifelaftic  after  their  con- 
quefts,  as  they  are  denied  it  in  the  fame  cafe 
where  the  games,  have  ceafed  to  be  fo;  it  proves 
nothing  in  their  favour  :  lince,  notwichftanding 
any  change  which  has  been  made  relating  to 
thefe  games,  they  are  not  called  upon  to  return 
the  recompenfe  which  they  received  prior  to 
fuch  alteration. 

Epijl.  CXXI.  Pliny  to  the  Emperor 
Trajan. 

I  Have  never.  Sir,  accommodated  any  perfon 
with  an  order  for  poft-chaifes,  or  made  ufe 
of  them  upon  any  occalion  but  in  your  affairs. 
I  find  myfelf  however  at  prefent  under  a  fort  of 
neceffity  of  breaking  through  this  fixed  rule. 
My  wife  having  received  an  account  of  her. 
*  grandfather’s  death,  and  being  defirous  to  wait 
«pon  her  +  aunt  with  all  poflible  expedition,  I 

*  fabatus.  +  Hifpulla. 

thought 
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thought  it  would  be  unkind  to  deny  her  the  ufc 
of  this  privilege  ;  as  the  grace  of  fo  tender  an 
office  confifts  in  the  early  difcharge  of  it,  and  as 
I  well  knew  a  journey  which  was  founded  in  filial 
piety,  could  not  fail  of  your  approbation.  I 
ihould  think  myfelf  highly  ungrateful  therefore, 
were  1  to  diffemble,  that,  among  other  great  ob¬ 
ligations  which  I  owe  to  your  indulgence,  I 
have  this  in  particular,  that  in  confidence  of  your 
favour  I  have  ventured  to  do  without  confulting 
you,  what  would  have  been  too  late  had  I  wait¬ 
ed  for  your  content. 

Epijl.  CXXII.  Trajan  to  Pliny. 

YOU  did  me  juftice,  my  dear  Pliny,  by  con¬ 
fiding  in  my  affection  towards  you.  With¬ 
out  doubt,  if  you  had  waited  for  my  confent  to 
forward  your  wife  in  her  journey  by  means  of 
thole  warrants  which  I  have  im  rutted  to  your 
care,  the  ufe  of  them  would  not  have  anfwered 
your  purpofe;  fince  it  was  proper  this  vifit  to  her 
aunt  ihould  have  the  additional  recommendation, 
of  being  paid  with  all  poffible  expedition. 


The  END. 
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